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Taisuke m@ ctra sO that cham d€ khoéi gay ti€ng ddong, va tho dau ra nhin
troi dém.

“Sao r'6i?” Koichi hoi.

“Hoéng roéi. Trosi nhi€u may qua.”

Koichi thé dai, chép miéng, “Pung nhw dv bdo thoi tiét a...”

“Lam sao bay gio’?” Taisuke ngodi nhin anh trai.

Pang ng'6i khoanh chin gitra phong, Koichi bdng v 14’y ba-16 bén canh,
ding day, “Di th6i. Nay anh xu6ng thi thd’y bd” me dang ban bac gi da’y
dudi quan. Gio minh chudn di chic bd me khong biét dau.”

“Liéu c6 thd'y sao khong nhi?”

“C6 khi chéng tha'y gi, nhung phai di m&i biét. Ch 16 mai nghe ngudi
ta k& tha’y ro 1m lai tiec dit rudt. May khong mudn di thi & nha.”

“Em muon di.” Taisuke chu moi.

Koichi 16i tdi bong dung giay th€ thao cia hai anh em tw dwdi ban hoc ra.
H'6i chiéu cau da gidu b6 me, 1én dem vao day. Koichi x4 giay ludn trong
phong, deo ba-16 roi tho mot chén ra ngoai ctra 6. Tay nidm chit khung
ctra, c4u rdt not chan con lai ra. Phit triede con lung lang & tw the” du xa,
phit sau ca ngwoi da bién mat.

Taisuke ngo ra ngoai, ngay dudi ctra s6 1a mai ton nha kho. Koichi dang
ding dwdi d6, than nhién phui bui trén ngwoi. Cau choi tro tron thoét nay
ttr 1au nén gio (da 1én 1p Sdu), cau thanh thao 14m r'o6i. Taisuke mdi bét
chwde anh trai gan ddy va tam thoi van chwra ndm dwoc yé&u linh.

“Ca'm gay ti€ng dong da’y.” Dt 1o, Koichi nhe nhang nhay xuéng dat
trong khi Taisuke vAn ng'6i kep hai chin vao khung ctra sG. Koichi dirng
dwai vAy tay giuc em trai nhanh 1én.



Bit chide anh trai, Taisuke bam chiit khung ctra bang ca hai tay, cham
cham rit chan con lai ra ngoai va do'c hét sirc d€ tao tw thé” du xa. Cau thap
hon anh trai gan hai mwoi phin nén ta't nhién chan ciing xa mai ton hon.
Taisuke mudn nhdy xudng that khé, nhwng van gy ra ti€ng rdm rd to. Cau
méo mat nhin Koichi. Anh trai nhan nh6é mdy moi, tuy khong thanh ti€ng
nhwng nhin khau hinh cling doan dworc 12 dang méng “D'6 ngdc.”

“Em xin 10i,” Taisuke mdy mdi dap tham. Sau d6, ciu khom nguwdi toan
nhdy khoi mai ton. That ra bay gio ciu thdy s¢r hon ldc nhdy khoi cira s6.
Madi nha kho khong qué cao ma khi chuahn bi nhay, Taisuke lai c6 cam gidc
mit da't xa kinh khing. That khdng hiéu lam sao Koichi nhdy xudng dé
dang dén vay.

Nhdy thoi, Taisuke ha quyét tim. Pung ldc d6, cau nghe ti€ng goi twr phia
trén vong xudng.

“Anh Tai o1!”

Taisuke giat minh ngang Ién thi thay Shizuna dang tho dau qua ctra so.
Co bé c6 vé ngdi ngi, song 4nh mat van dan chit vao cau.

“Oi, sao lai day roi!” Taisuke nhin nhé vé&i em géi. “Shi ngt di.”

“Anh dang lam gi? Anh di dau vay?”

“Chaalng lam gi ca. Khong lién quan dén Shi.”

“Cho Shi di voi.”

“Khong duoc!”

“Nay!” Koichi dirng dudi khé giuc, “L'é mé gi thé?”

Taisuke ndm sip trén mdi ton, nhin xudng néi, “Nguy to, Shi diy roi.”

“Ha?!” Koichi hd hdc miéng. “Tai may on ao quéa da’y! Bdo né ngu
mau!”

“Nhuwng n6 doi di cung.”

“P6 ngdc. Lam sao cé the... Bdo n6 1a khong!”

Taisuke dirng ddy, ngwde nhin em géi dang tho dau qua ctra so, “Anh hai
bao khong dwoe.”

Nghe vay, Shizuna 1lién m&u mao, “Shi biét thira. Cac anh di choi riéng
la x&'u tinh da’y!”

“Sao co?”’



“Céc anh di xem sao bang phai khong? D6 xau tinh! Shi cling muén di,
Shi mudn xem sao bang cung cic anh.”

Taisuke b1 r&i. Shizuna vor nhw khong biét gi, hda ra da nghe ro k&
hoach tham hi€m ctia hai anh. Taisuke lai nim sAp xudng, “Shi biét ching
ta di xem sao bang roi.”

“Thé thi sao?” Koichi kho chiu hoi.

“N6 cling mudn xem. N6 mudn di voi chiing ta.”

Koichi lic dau quay quay, “Bdo v&i né con nit khong duwoce di.”

Taisuke gat dau, dirng ddy nhin 1én ctra s6. Shizuna méu mao. Trong
béng t&7 van tha’y ré nwde mét lidn dai trén gd md bau binh. C6 bé chim
chii nhin anh trai bang 4nh mét nai ni.

Taisuke vo dau but tai, khom ngwoi goi Koichi, “Anh hai 0i.”

“Sao nwa?”

“Hay minh d4n Shi theo nhé. B4 n6 & nha tdi 1m.”

“Biét toi, nhung khong dan dwoc thi danh chiu chir sao! Phai leo bao
nhiéu bic thang!”

“Em hi€u, em cong né la dwoe.”

“May tinh cong kieu gi? Leo ngwoi khong cling du mét roi.”

“Em lam dwoc. Em s€ cdng dang hoang. Dan Shi di cung di.”

Koichi ra chiéu chén nan, cudi ciing van vy tay bdo Taisuke, “C xudng
tredre di da.”

“0), con Shi...”

“May dirng d6 veong qua. Hay may ty b&” Shi xudng?”’

“A, em hi€u roi.”

“Nhanh 1€n!”

Nghe Koichi giuc, Taisuke tip trung nhdy xudng. Bich, ciu tiép da't bang
mong. Trong khi Taisuke xoa mong dirng day, Koichi da bat nhay, bam vao
mép mai ton r'oi treo 1én. Ping trén mai tén, Koichi ndi gi d6 vEé phia ctra
s0. Cudi cung, Shizuna trong bd d6 ngu tho chan ra ngoai, ng'6i Ién bau
cura.

“Khong sao dau, ctr tin anh.” Koichi khé trdn an c6 bé.



Shizuna nhay ra khoi ctra s&, Koichi lién virng chai dor 18y em gai.
“Tha’y chwra, ¢ sao dau nao,” ciu vd vé cd em bé bong. D& Shizuna trén
mai, Koichi nhdy xudng da't roi ng'6i xom tredrc mat Taisuke, “Nao, 1én
di.”

“Da?”

“Ngdi 1én vai anh, khan treong.”

D¢ Taisuke ng6i r'oi, Koichi vin twong nha kho chdam cham dirng day.
Bay gio’ dau Taisuke cao hon madi ton mdt chuit.

“Pén lwot may ki€u Shi. Can than vao. May nga ciing khong sao, nhwng
dung d€ Shi bj thwong.”

“Em bi€t roi. Shi oi, tréo 1€n vai tao. Ng6i 1én cO 8y.”

“Quao, cao qua!”

Sau khi chic chén Shizuna da yén vi trén vai Taisuke, Koichi tir tir ng6i
x0m xudng. Tuy Shizuna con bé, chan va thit lung Koichi hin van chiu ap
lwc kha 16m khi phai ganh trong lwgng cia hai dira em trén vai.

“Anh hai c6 khdc, siéu ghé&,” Shizuna tham ngwong mo.

Sau khi dwa Shizuna xudng da't an toan, Koichi 18y 4o gi6 trong ba-10 ra
méc cho em gdi, “Em di chan tran nhwng dung lo, anh s€ cong em.”

“Vang.” Shizuna vui vé gat dau.

Ba anh em de¢o nhau trén mot chi€c xe dap. Koichi phu trach dap xe,

Taisuke ng'di sau cung, Shizuna ng'6i gitra. Taisuke deo ba-16 ctia anh trai
trén lung.

“Bam chic nhé.” N6i doan, Koichi bit dau dap.

Dbi duwoc mot ldc, bén trdi xua't hién mot ngon d'6i nhd. Phia tred'c ngon
d6i la trrong cdp mot ma ba anh em dang theo hoc. Qua treong mot chiit
s€ thd’y cong torii nhd bén dwong. Koichi dwng xe tred'c cong. Canh cong
torii 1a cau thang da rong khoang mot mét.

“Pi ndo!” Koichi cong Shizuna va bt d4u leo 1én, Taisuke theo sit phia
sau.

Yokosuka dwoee tao thanh tir bién va d6i. Pia hinh gan bo bién doc
nguoc 1én, tuy nhién nha ctra van xay dung biang pheamg nhu thanh phd binh



thwong. Cau thang da4 ma ba anh em dang leo cling 1a d€ phuc vu cho sinh
hoat cia cuw dan noi day.

“MaYy dra & treong ¢6 d€n khong nhi?” Taisuke thé hon hén.

“Dén sao duegrc, d@m hom thé nay.”

“Vay anh em minh ¢6 cai d€ khoe ro6i.”

“PaYy la n€u nhin thd'y sao bang, mot cai thoi cing dwoc.”

Di hét thang d4, dwong bot doc hon, cudi ciing mot bai dat trong rong
ménh mdng hién ra tred’c mit ba anh em. Pay 1a bai da't quy hoach vira
dwore san 18p fAm mot thang tred'c d€ xay dwng thanh phd mdi. Nhiéu may
moc hang ning nhw may i, mdy xdc van diu ngén ngang.

Koichi ¢cam den pin soi dwong dudi chan va ti€n vé phia trwde. Trén mét
da’'t chang day day nhwa phéan 16.

“Dwng & day dwoc roi. Taisuke, 18y bat nhya ra di.”

Nghe Koichi goi, Taisuke m¢ ba-16 18’y hai tA'm bat nhwa trai ra da't. Hai
anh hai @én, em gai & gitra, ba dira ndm ngtra trén bat, nhin troi dém. Khi
Koichi tat den pin, khdng gian den dic d€n mirc xo0e tay khong tha’y ngon.

“Anh o1, t81 qud.” Shizuna lo 14ng néi.

“Purng s, tay anh & day nay.” Koichi dap.

Taisuke chdm chu nhin [€n troi. Bau troi dém nay khong c6 18y mot tia
sang. Sao thwong con chang thdy, huéng chi la sao bang.

Vao tam nay ndm ngodi, Taisuke Tan dau bi€t d€n muwra sao bang Anh
Tién . H6i &y Koichi ciing tron ra ngoai gidng dém nay roi vé khoe v&i ciu
em rang vira di ngdm sao bing cling ban. Taisuke trach anh khdng din minh
theo, va nan ni sang nam anh nh¢& rd minh di cling.

Koichi k€ n€u doi khoang mot ti€ng ¢ thé€ thd'y muwoi dé€n hai muoi
ngdi sao bang. M&i nghe k€ ma Taisuke da ron rang phan khich. Cau chi
biét vé sao bing qua sich vé chi chwra tdn mét ngdm T4n nao.

Cho mai sao khong xud't hién, Taisuke bt d4u chdn nan, “Anh oi, chgng
tha’y gi nhi?”

“Um.” Koichi thé dai. “Thoi tiét nay chic chiju roi.”

“Pa ci't cong t&i tin day ma... Shi ciing chan 1dm nhi?”

Shizuna khong tra loi.
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“No6 ngu lau r'6i.” Koichi néi.

Cho thém mot lic nira, van khong thd’y da'u vét sao biang. Pa th& con c6
giot lanh lanh ro1 xudng mat.

“Oi, mwa!” Taisuke chdm day.

“Vé thoi.” Koichi bat den pin.

Nguwoc voi lic dén, bay gio' ma’y anh em di xubi xuéng thang. Mwa nho
song van dd 1am wdt cdc bic dd nén phai di ding that can thin, nha't 1a vi
Koichi dang cong Shizuna trén lung.

Cudi cung cling xudng dén cong torii, do Shizuna nga say nén ba anh em
ld/léng the’ dap xe nhw lic dén. Koichi ti€p tuc cong Shizuna di bd, Taisuke
dat xe theo sau. Muwa ra rich roi, tieng giot ti tach trén do gié ctia Shizuna.

Vé t&i con hém sau nha, van dé dit ra 1a 1am sao dwa dworc Shizuna 1én
ctra sO tang hai.

“P& anh xem tinh hinh ding triegc. N&u bd me ngd r'6i, minh s& 1&n vio
bang ctra chinh.”

“Con chia kh6a?”

“Anh c6 day.”

Koichi cdng Shizuna vong ra triedc nha.

Taisuke deng xe dap g4n ctra hdu roi dung diy xich khoa lai. Bong c6
tiéng lich kich ngay canh da’y. La ti€ng m& ctra. Taisuke 1i€c 1én thi thay
mot ngwoi dan 6ng dang budre ra khéi ctira hadu nha minh. Du chi nhin dwoc
mot bén mit, cAu van biét ddy 1a ngwoi la. Ngwoi dan 6ng bd di ngwoc
hwong Taisuke.

Cau bé tham nghi hodc, di vong ra tredc nha. Khong thad’y Koichi déu,
Taisuke dwa tay kéo cdnh ctra c6 khic chir Ariake, ai d& mé duworc ludn.
Trong quén tdi om, canh ctra bén trong quay thu ngan thi lai mé va cé dén
sang. D6 1a cira phong cua bd” me, nam canh cau thang.

Taisuke dom bude tdi thi tha’'y Koichi di ra, vAn c¢dng Shizuna. Taisuke
cam thay c6 diéu la la, thai d6 anh trai hoi khac thwong thi phai, du rang
nguoc sang nén cau nhin khong ro.

“Anh...” Cau ba't gidc goi.

“Pung lai day.” Koichi noi.



“Gi co?’

“Bi gi€troi.”

Taisuke chdp mét, khong hi€u anh trai néi gi.

“Bi giét roi.” Koichi 1dp lai, giong thin tho. “Ca bd va me, déu bj giét
chét roi.”

Gio thi Taisuke da hi€u. Nhung van chwa y thirc dwore tinh hinh, cdu bat
gidc mim cwoi, d€ roi mau chong nhan ra anh trai khong néi dua. Taisuke
li€c khuén mat dang ngt ngon lanh cia Shizuna trén lwng anh.

Chan ciu bdng bun rin.

Duwong nhwr mwa da tanh, can gat nwdre cla taxi cling ding hoat dong.

Ra khoi dwong hAm ngén trén Qudc 1§ 16, 1& phai & cot den giao thong
d4u tién va chay xe thém mot doan nira thi ciu vt ctia tuyén dudng sit
Keikyu xud't hién. C6 ma’y chiéc xe canh sat dang du ngay trwedc cau.

Hagimura Shinji xu6ng taxi, chdm rai d€n gan hién treong. O d6 c6 mot
dwong nhd cit ngang dwdng chinh tao thanh nga tw, géc trén bén phai nga
trr 12 mot quan com TAy. Quén nay gin 1ién v&i nha &. Canh cira khéc chir
Ariake dang m&, canh sét ra vao lién tuc.

Hagimura nhin dong h'd deo tay, da gén 3 gio’ sang. Chaamg al hi€u ki vay
xem vao gio’ ndy, song phia ngoai quan van ching diy thung.

Hagimura di ngang qua ctra quan r'oi r€ phéi voi ¥ dinh quan st xung
quanh, diing ldc bét gip mdt ngwdi dan dng. Tuy chwa nhin ré mit vi troi
t0i, Hagimura vAn nhan ra 6ng ngay nho twe thé ¢Am 6 nhw ¢Am giy ddnh
golf. Ca don canh sat déu bi€t dao gan day 6ng nghién choi golf, hinh nhw
viéc nay bit d4u tir khi doi tredng hinh sy ra dng di choi ciing. Han ban
than 6ng cling 1o, ra't nhiéu ngwoi ban tan sau lwng rang danh golf khong
pht hop v&i vi tri cia minh.

Vut, ti€ng vung 6 vang l1én.

”Nice shot!” Hagimura bét chuyén.

Nguwoi dan 6ng gitr nguyén tw the sau khi vung 6, quay mit vé phia
Hagimura, rau ria 1lém chédm nhw moi khi.



“Cau d&n so'm nhi?” Ong ha 6 xudng.

“Anh Kashiwabara m&i 1a ngwoi d€n sé'm chir.”

“T6i & lai dOn ma. Toi dwge 1€nh trong ngay mai phai hoan ta't bao cédo
Tan tredre, ré ra mai chang xong nén tam chop mat trén sofa. Pang thiu thiu
thi nhan dwoc bdo 4n, toi gidt minh tinh ca ngu.” Kashiwabara van ¢Am
ngwoc chi€c 6 den. Chac quen tay, 6ng vira néi chuyén vira vung nhe nhw
dang mo phong ci ddnh tiép cin vé vi tri 16 golf. Can 6 thinh thoang lai
vach sat qua dat.

“Em cling s6¢ qua. Khong ngo’ quan an nay lai ¢ an mang.” Dut loi,
Hagimura nhé giong hoi lai dan anh, “La gi€t ngwoi anh nhi?”

“Chéc vay. Ong ba chll bj dam trong phong khich tAng mot. Ca hai déu
bé b€t mau, td1 khong o c6 bao nhi€u vet thwong.”

“Anh xem hién treong r'éi a?”

“T6i nhin lwdt théi. Gidm dinh hién treong cling téi ngay ma.”

“Vo chong ho... sao ¢ thé?” Hagimura cau mét. “Ba ngay triedc chiing
ta con t&i ddy an trwa nhi?”

“Phai, t6i da chon com bo bam.”

“Com bo bam ngon that, ttr gio’ khong con dip nao an ntra r'oi. Sao lai
xay ra chuyén nay chr! Ping 1a cudc doi vo theong ma.”

Hagimura nh¢ lai ba ngay triedre. Sau khi di diéu tra thém vEé mot vu giy
tai nan bo tron, anh cing Kashiwabara ghé Ariake an trwa. Ho 1a khach
quen ¢ day. B0 dan phong phu, lai ré va ngon, qua la di€m dén ly twdng cho
cac diéu tra vién hinh sy von cin nhiéu the luc.

“Nha nay c6 con thi phai.” Hagimura nhin ngdi nha. “Em nh¢ 1a hai dira
con trai.”

“Ba dra.” Kashiwabara dap. “L&p Sdu, 1op Bon va 1op Mot. Bira nhd
nha't 1a con gai.”

“Anh bi€t ro that.”

“T6i vira gdp xong. Ptra tdi gédp la con ca. Lic t6i d&€n, n6é dang dirng
ngoai ctra. N6 ciling chinh 1a ngwoi goi dién bdo canh sat.”

Hagimura c& luc 10i tri nhé. Bau nhw ¢6 Tan dang dung bira & Ariake thi
tha’y mot ciu bé cao 1o tir bén ngoai budc vao, song khdng nhd nGi mat



mui.

“Anh héi chuyén n6 r'6i a?”

“Héi dai khai théi. Khi nao ngwoi trén S& xudng, né s€ phai k€ lai Ian
nira, toi nghi th&’ nén d€ né nghi ngoi trong phong r'o6i.”

“Phong nao a?”

“Phong trén tang hai.” Kashiwabara vung du chi.

Hagimura trong theo, khong tha’y ctra s6 nao ca, “Hai v’ chong bi sat hai
ma 11 tré thoat chét a?”

“Chiing n6 bao lic d6 ra ngoai.”

“Ra ngoai? An mang xay ra tim may gio?”

“Khoang tir 12 gior d&n 2 gicr, chic ho bj giét gitra lic 1ii tré dang &
ngoai.”

“Tré con dém hom ma ra ngoai mdt minh?”

“Pi xem sao bang.”

“Gico?!”

“Um...” Kashiwabara 14y s tay trong tii quan ra. “Thang bé bao, c6
mura sao bdng Anh Tién nén da d&n chd quy hoach thanh phé’ mdi d€ xem.”

“0, diing 12 trong céi ri c6 cdi may.”

“Lii tré trdn bd me tréo ra tir ctra s& tAng hai. Thang 16n bo lic d6 by
me con song.”

Hagimura gat dau, vong ra hém nho sau nha. Ctra hiu d€ md, bén trong
c6 4nh sang héit ra, kém theo ti€ng néi lodng thodng ctia ddi gidm dinh hién
treong. Canh ctra hau 1a can phong nhd lgp mai ton, trong gidng kho chira
d6. Nhin ti€p 1€n trén, Hagimura hot giat minh.

Ctra sO fang hai dang m¢, mot cau bé ng'6i trén bau ctra cham chid nhin
troi dém, tya nhw khong quan tim dén diéu tra vién bén dudi.

“Koichi.” Kashiwabara da dén bén canh.

“Da?” Hagimura hoi lai.

“Tén nd la Koichi. Thﬁing the hai tén Taisuke, con bé ut 1a Shizuna.”
Kashiwabara nhin s tay, doan thé dai 1ac dau. “That tdi nghiép!”



Mot 14t sau, cap trén cuia ho t&i cung vai diéu tra vién khac. Theo chi thi,
Hagimura nhan nhiém vu thu thip thong tin tr hang xém xung quanh, con
Kashiwabara phai cho’ cac di€u tra vién trén S& xudng, vi dng khong chi la
ngwoi dau tién dé€n hién treong ma thweong ngay con hay lui toi Ariake nén
cling ndm dwoc ddi diéu vé gia dinh ho, va quen biét 1ii tré di phat hién thi
theé.

“Thu thap thong tin gi gio’ nay! M&y ai con thiee chix?!” Diéu tra vién lao
lang Hidekazu vira di vira cau nhau.

“Bét d4u tir chd kia nhé.” Hagimura trd quay ban ramen ding xa.

Ding lic &y, mot xe canh sét tién dén. Day hin 12 xe ctia S& Canh sat
tinh.

Kinh moi quy khach
Thwdng thirc mén com bo bam tram nam lich st
Niém ty hao cia quan ching toi!

Nhin dong chi trén bia thwc don, Koichi nh¢ lai nhi€u nam truworc. ..

“Nha minh m& qudn com Tay nay tw tram nam truedc a?”’

“P0 ngdc, 1am gi ¢6 chuyén d6!” Yukihiro d4p trong khi van ludn tay
thai hanh tay.

“O day viét tram nam lich sit ma.” Koichi m&i hoc dwgce tw lich sie &
trrong.

“Tram nim lich st 12 ctia com bod bdm. Chic may khong biét, com bo
bam la do ngwoi Nhit nghi ra d@y. Am thye Yokosuka noi ti€ng véi ca-ri
hai quan . Nhung suy cho cling, ngwoi Nhiat mudn so tai nd'u nwdng thi phai
so bang mén an do chinh ngwoi Nhat sang tao.”

“Hwrm, doc cdi nay con ¢ trdng nha minh lam com bo bam tir trim nam
tredre.”
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“Pa’y la do may twdng chi thye don khong ghi thé. Ma khach cé tedng
theo cling chflng sa0.” N6i roi, Yukihiro phd ra ceei 1am bung phé rung
rinh.

B&' 1a nguei suy nghi khé hoi hot trong hau hét moi viéc. Chi c¢an cac
con khde manh va khéng gy phién phirc cho ngwoi khéc thi ching ¢6 lam
g1 Ong cling chglng phan nan ntra 1oi. Trong ki ¢ ctia Koichi, bd" chwa bao
gio’ nhic ciu hoc bai hay phu viéc nha. Xem chirng b& con vung ca tw duy
kinh doanh, vi me Toko hay cén nhin v&i c4c con.

“B0’ mé’y dira ding la khong bi€t lam an. Pén khach cling khuyén nén
ting gid, vy ma 6ng &y van ty mén rang ré ma ngon la wu di€m cta quan.
Mua nguyén liéu ré tién thi di danh, ding nay 6ng &y lai bio mudn na'u
mén ngon dau the diing nguyén lidu nira voi. Ton kém 14m chit! Khong
hi€u n6i b6’ ma’y dira dang lam gi ntra.”

Loi phan nan ctia Toko cho thd’y Yukihiro tuy hoi hgt vé manh khée
kinh doanh, nhwng khong hé cau tha khi nd'u nwéng. Ong cye ki ti mi trong
khau chon nguyén liéu, ch& bi€n mén an va khdng bao gio chiu thda hiép.

That ra Yukihiro chi 1a chdl quan doi thir hai, cu than sinh ra 6ng m&i la
ngwoi gdy dung Ariake. Quén tuy nhd, song noi ti€ng cha't lwgng. Rat
dong thyc khach noi xa cling cdt cong ghé qua thwdng thiee. Tw khi ti€p
quan quan, diéu khién Yukihiro khé chiu nha't 1a nghe ngwoi ta ché d6 an
khong ngon nhw xwa. C6 Tan 6ng ndi gian dung dung, “Khach hom nay
hinh nhw tirng d&n h'6i 6ng gia con 1am. Han bio bay gio nd'u cay hon.
Lwoi bi gi khong biét!”

Koichi chwra tdn mit chitrng kiéh, nhung da nghe Toko k& ring ting ¢
nguoi trong nghé dén dn cip bi quyét ném né&m, cling cé dau bép tip su
thanh that hdi xin cong thirc.

“B& con bdo nguwdi ta con tré, nho va cling chan thanh, hiém ndi du the
day cho ho. Gid str 14 cong thirc tir nghi ra thi thdi, ddng nay lai 14 hoc tir
ong gia. Ong ndi khong truyén thu cho ai khac ngoai b con ca.”

Koichi khong hi€u cong thirc nd'u dn gid tri d&n mirc nao, chi bi€t no ra't
quan trong v&i bd'. Trong phong b6 me dat ban tho Phat nho nhd, Koichi
biét & ngin kéo ban tho @€ mot cuén so 1on cii ki. Thi thoang Yukihiro 187y
ra doc, 1au 1au lai vi€t thém vao. Khoi néi cling bi€t d6 1a so ghi chép cong
thirc nd'u an.



Cé T'an Koichi dang doc trom, Yukihiro dot nhi€n vao phong va tat cau
mot cdi, “Néu may mudn ndi nghiép, tao sé day cho. Pwng 1én lit hoc mét
nhw phwong trom cuwdp!”

Koichi cin chit rang, cd nén khoc. Sau do, Yukihiro héi ciu tai sao doc
trom.

“Tai nguoi ta bdo ai cling nd'u dwoec.” Koichi dap.

“Ai cing na'u duoc? No6i ro hon xem nao?”

“Hbém qua & treong, ¢6 nguoi ndi di 1a mén ngon ¢& nao, cr bié€t cdng
thirc thi ai cling nd'u dwore.”

“Ai bao may th&?”

“Ban con.”

“Nén may mudn nau thi?”

Koichi gat dau.

“Nau ¢ dau?”

“O'nha ban a.”

“May dinh nau gi?”

“Com bo bam...”

Yukihiro tac lwoi, bubng mot cau, “Tao lao!”

Mot ldc sau, dng dirng ddy bao Koichi, “Pi v&i bo.”

Koichi theo Yukihiro vao b&p. B& dwa cau con dao va bao thdi rau, “B&
s&€ day may cdch nd'u com bo bim, day tir dau dé€n cudi. R6i may ty ngdm
xem, c6 phai ai cling nd'u dwore khong.”

Yukihiro tam déng ctra quan. Toko kinh ngac, cd ngan chong, nhwng 6ng
gat phét di, “Anh phai day cho thing ranh nay biét th& nao 12 nAu nudng.
Em dung xen vao.”

Koichi mudn bo chay, song ciing hi€u n€u lam vay, minh s€ thyc sy no
don.

Yukihiro bt d4u tr khau 1am nwée x0t, thir tao nén linh hdn ctia mén in.
Koichi tr& mét ddi theo sw phitc tap trong tirng cong doan cling mirc do ti
man khi di€u chinh nhiét d§ va ném né&m gia vi. Cau chodng vang khi nhan
ra moi ngay bd” déu nd'u nwdng can than nhwong nao.



Yukihiro bét tay vao 1am tir sdng, t&i mit m&i hoan thanh, th& ma 6ng
con bao dang 1€ phai ton nhiéu thoi gian hon méi cho ra mén ngon chuan
V1.

“May an thir xem.” Yukihiro dat dia com bo bam vwra lam triedrc mat
Koichi.

Koichi xdc mot thia cho vao miéng. Qua nhién 1a com bo bam ciu van
thwong an.

“Ngon qua!” Cau cam than.

“Sao? Con nghi ai cling ndu dwoc khdng?” Yukihiro hdi. Koichi 1ic dau,
“Con thi chju r'6i. Com bo bdm ngon nhwong nay, ngoai b6 ra, nguoi khac
biét cong thirc cling chwa chac lam dwore.”

Nghe vay, Yukihiro gat dau hai long, cwoi néi, “May hi€u 1a tot r'oi. May
cting s€ na'u dworc thoi.”

“That a?”

“B06 n6i doi lam gi. Chi hiém...” Yukihiro bong nghiém miit din, “May
khong dwgrc ndu & nha ban. Phai nd'u ¢ day, ndu cho khéch an va thu tién.
Co'm bo bam nha ta khdng phai @6 mién phi.” Dt 1o, 6ng lai cwoi toe.

Nhin thwc don, Koichi nh¢ 1ai bao hoi tre. T4t cd déu vui nhdn, khién ciu
suyt bat cwdri. Song h'oi trc twroi dep d&n dau ciing vér vun ngay khi mét rovi
thye don. Khong gian d€ thye khach thuwdng thire mén an cua Yukihiro gior
16" nhd toan la canh sat mat mai hinh sy.

“Chau la Ariake Koichi dung khong?”

Nghe ti€ng hoi, cdu ngang 1én va tha’y hai ngwoi dan dng mac d6 vest 1u
It dirng daYy.

C4 hai déu la diéu tra vién. Chéng ai tw gi¢i thiéu tén. Ngwdi ¢6 mdi tée
bac cit ngin ngdi ddi dién vé&i Koichi, nguwdi cao 1¢n con tré ng'di ghé bén
canh.

Sau d6, mot ngwoi nira dé€n, kéo gh& ban bén va ng'di xuéng. Koichi biét
ngwoi nay vi dng ting téi an vai [an, gan day ciling t&i. Ong ¢ vé than voi
Yukihiro, va hay ding lai & quay thu ngin d€ tdn giu vé golf. Dém nay



Koichi m&i bi€t 6ng la canh sat. Sau khi goi dién trinh bdo, cau dirng d¢i &
ctra quan va ong la ngwoi dau tién xudt hién, gidi thiéu voi cau tén minh la
Kashiwabara.

“T6i néi chuyén vaoi chdu dwoe che?” Ngwoi téc bac hdi. Koichi nhin
Kashiwabara, cdu da k€ khdi quat tinh hinh v&i Ong.

“Gio khong dwoc thi d€ mai nhé?” Kashiwabara té vé quan tam.

Koichi khé& 14c d4u, “Khdng sao a.” That ra cAu mudn quay vao ngay v&i
hai em, nhwng nghi thi€u 101 khai ctia minh thi khé ma bat dwee hung th,
nén cau khong thoai thac.

“T6i can chdu k€ lai chuyén tdi nay, cang chi ti€t cang t6t.” Nguwoi téc
bac y€u cau.

“Da... Chau nén k€ twr dau?” Koichi khan giong hoi, yéu &'t dé€n mirc
chinh c4u phai ngac nhién, va nhan ra minh dang run ray.

“Twr dau ciing dwore. Chd nao don gidn nhit Ay.”

Pau 6¢ Koichi r6i boi, khdng sao tip trung suy nghi dwgrc. Cau nhin
sang Kashiwabara.

“Chau k€ tw khiic trén nha di choi di.”

“Vang.” Koichi git dau, quay lai nguoi téc bac, “Khoang 12 gior dém,
chdu cluing hai em tréo ctra sO ra ngoai. Ching chau dinh di xem sao bang
Anh Tién...”

“Ta’t nhién la gid'u b me?”

“Vang.” Koichi gat dau.

“Luc cac chau ra ngoai, b6" me & dau?”

“Pang néi chuyén & chd nay a.”

“Trong ho thé nao?”

“Khong ¢6 gi la... Van nhw binh thwong thoi.”

bém qua trwde khi ra ngoai, Koichi da 1én tham do tinh hinh tAng mot thi
tha'y b&” me dang néi chuyén. Ca hai déu néi nho nén Koichi khdong nghe
10, ¢4 1& van 12 chuyén 1am &n. CAu nhan ra, gan diy hé da dong dén chu dé
nay, b me déu tranh dé€ cac con nghe thaYy.

“Xem xong sao bang roi vé la may gio?”

“Co6 xem xong dau a.”



“Gi co?”

“Xau troi nén chwa xem dwgre da phai ve.”

“Ra vay. May gio cac chau vé dé€n nha?”

“Tam 2 gio... Ma chdau khdng chac 1am. Vi mot ldc 1au sau chau méi
xem dong h'6.”

“Khong sao. Lic ra ngoai chau tréo ctra s0, ldc veé lai di ctra chinh nhi?
Vi sao?”

“Vi chdu dang cong em gdi. N€u chi c6 chédu va Taisuke, ching chéu sé
leo ctra sO vao, dang nay c¢6 ca em gai nén danh chiu. Hon nira, n6é con nga
quén gitra dwong.”

“Chau c6 chia khoa a?”

“Vang.”

“Luc nao chau ciing mang theo sao?”

“Chau méce né vao vi a.” Koichi vira trd 101 vira te nha, phai liét ké ca
chuyén nay w, cé ich gi chir...

“Bay gio’ chau hay k€ vé tinh hinh sau khi vao quan.” Nguwoi téc bac than
trong chi dan.

“Quéan khong bat dén. Nghi bd" me da ngt nén chau 18’y chia ty mé, vao
quan m&i phat hién ctra nha & mé hé, ¢6 anh dén hat ra.” Koichi ngodi nhin
canh ctra phia trong quay. “Bung bao da I€ nao b6 me con thirc. Nhwng hét
cach roi, mudn 1€n tang hai phai di qua d6. Chau danh chuan bi tinh than
an mang va day ctra vao...”

M@ cira quiay 1a gdp ngay chd so’ ché’ nguyén liu nd'u dn, rdng khoang 5
m?2. Bén phai la chd d& gidy, tir ddy budc 1én 12 vao nha, nhin thing t&i s&
tha’y cau thang, bén trai 1a phong khéach kiém phong ngt ctia bé me. Khong
vao nha ma mé& canh cira trong géc chd so ché’, s€ tha’y 167 di dan ra cra
hau.

Li€c tha'y ctra treg't phong b6 me d€ mé, Koichi thim hot hoang, “Thoi
xong r'oi.” B& me ma nga 12 phai déng ctta co. Chic phét hién ba anh em



trdn di choi nén dang cho’ ¢a bon vé roi mang cho mot mé day.

Cong Shizuna trén lwng, Koichi 1én li€c vao phong thi...

“Chau nhin thay chan.” Cau néi v&i diéu tra vién.

“Chan?” Nguoi téc bac nghiéng dau.

“Chan me chdu. Me dang mang tdt. Ch4u to mo sao me lai nim day nén
ngo hin vao...” Koichi nghen 101, khong biét phai dién ta tinh hudng sau
dé thé nao.

DPap vao mat Koichi 12 vai tring nhudm dd. Trong gidy 14t cau cir twdng 1a
quoc ki Nhat Ban. Vai pht 1én than trén Toko, che khud't ca mat ba.

Khi Koichi nhén ra khong phai qudc ki ma 1a tap dé tha'm madu, cling la
ldc cdu trong tha’y bd ngd guc trong bép. Yukihiro ndm sip, mau ddm lung
ao thun.

Nhin b6" me im lim, Koichi cling khong nhic nhich ndi, toan than nhw
dong ctng. Dén khi nghe tié€ng dong phia sau, cAu mdi hoan h'on. Mdi khi
déng mé, cira quan déu khé cot ket. Am thanh quen thudc tir nhd Ay lam
Koichi bing tinh. Van ¢ong Shizuna, ciu chAm chiam Iui lai, mang giay va
quay ra quan. bung luc nay, Taisuke di vao.

Bay gio’ Koichi néi vai cu voi em trai. Cau khong nho minh néi gi, chi
nh¢ Taisuke nghe xong 1ién tdi mat, ngwoi run ban 1én.

“Chéu sd'c d&n ndi khong biét chuyén gi dang xdy ra...” Koichi cdi dau.
“Sau khi din hai em 1én tng hai, chdu xudng quén goi mdy ban bao canh
sat va ra cho’ ngoai ctra.”

Nguwoi téc bac im 1ang. Koichi cti dau nén khong biét vé mat 6ng thé’

N

nao.



“Dér\n nay t&i day thoi nhi?” Kashiwabara néi. “Biét dau khi binh tinh
hon thang bé s€ nhé ra thém diéu gi.”

“Ciling phai...” Nguoi téc bac gat dau. “To61 nay li tré ngd & dau?”

“Van chwa quyét dinh. T6i nghe n6i ngwoi than nha ho déu khong & gan
ddy. Tam thoi toi da lién hé v&i thdy chi nhiém ctia Koichi.” Kashiwabara
dap.

“Khi nao 6n dinh dwgc chd nghi ngoi dém nay thi bdo cho t0i bi€t nhé.
Koichi.” Nguoi téc bac néi. Koichi ngang 1én thi bit gdp vé mit dy ndy clia
ong. “Xin 10i vi da hoi chuyén gitra ldc chdu kiét qué, nhung ching t6i cling
chi mudn bét dwoc hung thit cho sé'm thdi.”

Koichi ldng 1€ gat dau.

Hai diéu tra vién vwra rovi di, Kashiwabara 1ién ng'6i sang gh&” trong,
“Chau khat nwdc khong?”

Koichi 14¢ d4u, “Chd oi...”

“Sao?”

“Chau quay 1én v&i cac em dwoe khong?”

Kashiwabara 10 vé bdi roi, “A... That ra 14t nira luc soét ca tang hai nén
la... thdm chi con phdi dé nghi cdc em chdu ra khoi phong nira.”

Koichi nhin Kashiwabara, “Khong dwoc & da’y a? Ching chau s€ khong
can tr¢ cong viéc dau.”

“Xin 10i chdu, khong dworc. Hién treong ¢An gidm dinh ki cang hét mirc
c6 the. Ching tdi s& sdp x&p chd nghi khéic cho céc chau d&m nay.”

“Chéc Shi... em gdi chdu vin dang ngt. N6 ngd say 1dm.”

“Khong no goi em diy ha?”

“Binh thwong thi khong sao, riéng dém nay chau mudn d€ né nga. N6
van chwa biét gi. Vi chwra biét chuyén vira xay ra nén né nga say 1im. It
nha't d&m nay chau mudn né ngd mot gid'c that ngon.”

DPang néi, Koichi bdng nghe néng rat trong 'dng ngyc. Khudn mit say
ngu cda Shizuna hién 1€n trong tam tri cau. Viéc phai bdo tin dir cho c6 bé
khién tim Koichi ddp manh hon ca sy that 1a b6 me da bi gi€t. Cau tuyét
vong, khong biét phai lam gi.



Cam xtc dang trao trong 1ong Koichi cudi cting héa thanh nuedc mit.
Nhin thaYy thi th€ bd me, ciu khdng hé khéc, vdy ma gio nede mét ci rong
rong. Cau chdp 18y tdm khan an bén canh che mat, khong kim dwoc 0a
khoc.

Hon 8 gio’ sang, Phong Cénh sat Yokosuka mé cudc hop dau tién vé an
mang Ariake. Hau hét cdc diéu tra vién hién treong déu thire tring dém.
Hagimura la mét trong s& d6. Anh cung Hidekazu dao quanh khu vic quén
nhung khong thu hoach duwoc gi. Khuya khodt tim ra ai con thitc ciing khé
khiin 14m r6i. Ho d&n hdi thim ctra hang tién loi va quay bdn ramen roi lai
tay tring ra veé.

Céc dréu tra vién khéc cung the’. Doi diéu tra cor dong chwra tim ra thong
tin nao dang chd y. Tredng phong Hinh sy trén S& vE chu tri cudc hop ma
khong gidu noi vé ndn nong.

Dura trén lovi khai cfia cdu con ca, c6 th€ xdc dinh vor chdng Ariake bj sat
hai trong khoang thoi gian twr niva d8m dén 2 gior sang. Ghi chép cho théYy,
clu bdo canh sat lic 2 gio 10 phidt sang, khop véi 1o khai 1a da goi dién
ngay khi phat hién thi the,

Hung tha ddm chét hai vor ch'ong tai phong khach kiém phong ngt bang
nhitng hung khi khac nhau. Ariake Yukihiro bj dim tir sau lwng bang dao
lam b&p ki€u Tay. Lwdi dao dai gan 30 phan, xuyén thau than va thoi ra
ngwc. Phap y nhin dinh nan nhan t& vong gan nhw 1ap tic.

Toko ciing bj dAm chét bang mdt con dao 1am bép ki€u Tay, nhung nhd
hon. Khéc v&i chdong, ba bi dim vao nguc, trén ¢ con ddu vét bop ¢0, va
nhat dam c6 th€’1a don quyét dinh 18y mang ba.

Hai hung khi vAn gidm trén ngwdi nan nhan, ¢6 th€ hung tha tha'y khé rit
ra, nhung suy ludn hop 1y hon 13, hung tha cho rang cir d€ nguyén ciing
khong gay hau hoa gi cho minh ca, b&i hai con dao déu 18y & bép nha
Ariake va khong c6 ddu van tay d€lai. Giam dinh cho rang hung tha deo
gang khi gly an.

Hién treong c¢6 da'u vét khang cy gidng co, 6 dac xem ching khong bi
luc 101 nhwng ti€én hang (hfm la co) lai chaalng thay dau ntra. Canh sat phan



dodn hung thii 3 &m di ca két st di dong & quay hay dai loai thé" Viéc nay
can phai xac minh v&i ma’y ciu con trai.

Hién tai vin chrra ¢ manh mdi d€ két lun rang hung thi 13 mot hay
nhiéu nguwoi, ¢ phai ngwoi quen ctia nan nhan khong. Ng0a1 ra, khong the
khang dinh hung tht chg't ndy y dinh gié€t nguoi chi vi han khong chuan bi
san hung khi. B&i ai ciing bi€t quan com Tay kiéu gi chang c6 dao.

Du sao thi viéc di di€u tra thu thap thong tin hOm nay r0 rang ra't quan
trong.

Cudc hop két thic, ai vao viéc ndy, trong @6 Phong | S& Canh sat tinh
chiu trach nhiém chinh. Céc di€u tra vién & dia ban 4n mang nhv Hagimura
va dong nghi€p cling tham gia pha 4n.

Hagimura nhin sang Kashiwabara ngdi canh. Ong chdng mot tay 1én
cim, mit nhim nghién, song cdc ngén ban tay kia dang g6 nhip trén ban
cho thdy 6ng chwa ga gat.

“Lii tré sao r'oi a?” Hagimura khé hoi.

“Pang & lir quan .” Kashiwabara thap giong dap.

“Lir quan?”

Kashiwabara thu lai ban tay c:iang chdng cim roi xoa gdy, “Li quin &
Shioiri. Thay chd nhiém ctia thang 1on cling & cling hay sao &y.”

“Anh dwa chung dén do6 a?”

“Khong, tdi dwa Ién xe canh sat thoi.”

“Tinh hinh sao roi1 a?”

“La tré 477

“Vang.”

Kashiwabara thé dai danh thwot. “Pita con géi Gt vin ngd. Thing 16n
bao dwng danh thirc em géi nén canh sat da b& cd nhdc 1én xe.”

“Co bé biet chuyén bd me bi sat hai...”

“Van chu’zi. Th§:’ nén anh né m&i néiA vay.” Kashiwabara nhin dong ho
deo tay. “Chac thang bé chwa lfé’ dau. Ong thay chi nhiém s€ ndi chang?
Trong 6ng ta khong dang tin lam, chang bi€t c6 sao khong ntra.”

Hagimura khong twdng twong noi phai néi thé nao voi ¢ bé vé tham
canh nay. Anh thAm thd'y may méin vi minh khong phai lam viéc d6, “Hai
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dtra con trai thi sao?”

“Thang 1én ra't diém tinh, con trd 161 ma’y ciu hdi ctia Phong 1. T6i ngdi
bén nghe ma phuc né qua chwng.”

“Thing bé?”

“Thing bé...” Kashiwabara léc dau. “N¢ sdc d&n ndi khong néi duworc gi.
Ldc 1én xe canh sdt, n6 van do’ d@n nhw con 161, anh mét vo h'on.”

Héa ra noi nay c6 1t quan! Koichi tham nghi khi ngdm khuén vién dep de.
Vuwon trong di loai ciy cdi, xen ké cé den da trang tri, ngoai ra rai rac vai
tang da 1on pht réu.

“Thay nghi ra't ki r'oi, con tha’y bao do hoa hoan thi sao?” Noguchi dé
xua't.

Koichi quay lai nhin thay chd nhiém, “Hda hoan... a?”

“U. Vo nhu nha con bj chdy, bd me phai nhap vién, cdc con dwoc dua
dén day. Tam thoi cir gidi thich thé’, con thdy sao?” Noguchi 6n ton hoi.
Moi khi giong thdy ra't chéi tai, hdm nay thay c& ging ha tong xudng. Nhin
khudén mat gay go cta thay, Koichi ty nhu binh thwong ma thdy néi niang
thé nay thi da khong bi goi la cdi coi.

Hai thay tro dang dirng & sanh tdng mot I quan, lic nay & day khong cé
khach tro nao khéc.

“Con thay sao?” Noguchi hoi lai.

“Thay dinh n6éi d61 em gai con a?”

“Trwdc mit cit néi nhw the’. Tam thdi thdéi. Em con con nhd, néu biét sy
that, nd sé€ s6'c d€n murc nao chir.”

“MOot ngay kia cting biét...”

“T&t nhién tredc sau gi van k€ rd ma. Théy chi nghi tam thoi néi trdnh 1y
do khié€n cac con phdi & day va b6 me khong di cuing thdi. Bgi tam trang
con bé on dinh hon r'éi Iya ldc k€ that cling chwa mudn ma?”

Koichi cii dau, hai tay hét dan vao lai tach ra. Cau hi€u y Noguchi. Ping
la khé ma néi thang voi Shizuna, chinh ciu cling muén tri hoan viéc béo tin



budn cho em gdi, nhwng 10ng van bin khodn, chuyén nay khong don gian
1a noi som hay muodn ciing nhw nhau.

“C06 Tsushima dang trong em gdi con, nho’ ¢d &y néi v&i con bé nhw the”
khi n6 thirc diy nhé?”

Tsushima la chf nhiém 1&p Shizuna, mot ¢6 gido ¢6 khudn mat tron.

“Taisuke thi sao a? N6 khong bié€t néi doi dau. Gior né lai nhw thé’”...”

Tw ldc nhin thd’y xdc bé" me, Taisuke cu x& ra't khac thwong. N&u khong
ai thdc giuc, ciu s€ ba't dong mai. Trong khi cho canh sat, Taisuke chi ng'6i
thu lu, tay 6m chiit dau goi. Toi 1k quan ciu van dor dan, chan bidc ma nhuw
bi ai kéo di. Gio’ nay han Taisuke dang cudn tron trong géc phong. Tw dém
qua t&i gior, Koichi chwa nghe em trai néi 1o nao.

“Co Okada chul nhiém em trai con dang trén dwong dén. Pgi ¢6 dén roi
ban chuyén Taisuke sau, gio’ con phai quy€t dinh xem nén ndi thé nao voi
em gai da.”

Koichi mor h'd gat dau, cé qua nhiéu di€u céin suy nghi, vi nhw t mai, a
khong, ti nay phai s0ng thé ndo. CAu khong tim ra ciu tra 1o, tAm tri hon
loan nhw c6 cudng phong vira quét qua. Cau con cam thd’y néu ai dé san
sang nghi ho thi ciu s€ nghe theo hét.

“Cha, thong nha't th€ nhé?”

“Vang.” Koichi dap.

“O, dung luc qud.” Noguchi nhin ra sau Koichi.

Koichi ngoanh lai thi thAy ¢d Tsushima dét tay Shizuna d&n g4n. Shizuna
mac 4o thun v&i quan dui, déu 1a @6 Koichi nhét dai vao tdi trwedc khi rovi
khadi nha.

Tsushima nhin Noguchi r6i nhin Koichi, “C6 bé da diy nén to1 dwa ra
day. Chuyén d6... quy€t dinh thé nao roi?”

“Koichi dong y, c6 ctr lam theo k& hoach lic nay nhé.” Noguchi nhdy
mit.

“To61 hi€u.” Co6 gido gat dau.

“Co oi! Taisuke sao roi a?” Koichi hoi.

“C6 cd canh sat trong chirng giim, con dung lo.”



“Anh hai, ch(? nao thé nay? Sao ching ta lai & day? B me dau?”
Shizuna thdc mdc.

Koichi khong biét phai tra 1o tw dau.

“Shizuna! Chuyén la thé" nay, hom qua nha con bi chay.”

Co gido néi, lam ddi mit vén dang ngdi ngt cta Shizuna bdng mé to. C6
1€ vi qua sd’c, cd bé nha't thoi khong thot nén loi. “Cac con di xem sao bang
ding khong? Hoa ra lai may, cht bd me con déu bi thwong.”

“Ha...” Shizuna m&u mao nhw chwc khéc va nhin Koichi. “Khong the’
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nao.

“That da'y.” Koichi dap. “Nha chay.”

“Nha chdy roi w? Khong th€ séng & d6 nira a?” Mit Shizuna do Ién.

“Chuwa chay hét nén... khong sao.”

“Phai d4’y. Nha van con, con yén tim nhé, chi hiém khong vé ngay dugc
nén cac con chiju khé ¢ tam day.”

“B& me dau a?” Shizuna nhin quanh.

“Nhu c6 vira néi, bd me con déu bi thwong, da nhap vién.”

“Vay a?” Shizuna nhan nhé nhin Koichi. “Anh o1, lam sao gio...”

Koichi mudn dong vién em gdi, nhwng nghi mai ma chang nan ra loi nao
pht hop. B&i chinh cdu ciling lo lang, b&” tac khong bi€t ba anh em phai lam
sao.

Lic nay, mot ngwoi khéc tién vé phia ciu, “Xin 16i.”

Koichi ngang 1én thi thdy Kashiwabara. Ong néi v&i hai thidy ¢6, “Cho
t0i mwon Koichi dwgc khong. Ching tdi chuan bi ki€m tra hién treong nén
mudn cau bé di cung.”

“Bay gior 4?” Noguchi ci't giong the thé. “Thang bé da ng dwoc may
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dau.

Kashiwabara nhin xudng Koichi, “Khoéng di n6i a?”

Koichi 14c d4u, “Khong sao a. Chau sé€ di.” C4u nhin c6 gido, “Phi€n cb
cham s6c Shizuna gidp con.”

“U, ctr d€co.”

“Anh hai di dau?” Shizuna hdi.



“Co viéc can diéu tra nén anh vé nha mot lat.”

“Cho Shi di v&i.”

“Em ¢& day di. Anh vé xem tinh hinh trede da.”

“Ha...”

“Con dtrng 1am phién anh hai chit.” Nghe ¢6 gi4o nhic nhé, Shizuna
danh bd cudc, nhung lai nhic d&n van dé khdc. “C6 o1, bénh vién & dau?
Chung ta khong di tham b6 me con sao a?”

“MOt thoi gian nira nhé.” Trong ldc roi di, Koichi van nghe ti€ng cd
Tsushima danh trong lang.

Koichi ciing Kashiwabara 1én xe d4u tredc 1t quan. Pay 1a Tan thi hai
cAu ngdi xe canh sit. Tuy tir 1au ¢ mudn ng'di thir mot T4n, nhung d&n nidm
mo Koichi cling khong twrdng twgng ndi mong mudn &y s€ thanh hién thyc
theo céch nay.

“Chdu c6 ngu dwgc khong?” Kashiwabara hdi. Tha'y Koichi im lang
nghiéng dau, 6ng 1am bam. “Ciing phai.”

Xe canh sat dau 16" nho” tred'c quan com Ariake, quanh quan chang day
thirng. Pém qua chd nay con ving vé, hom nay da ddy nhéc nhitng ké hicu
ki hong chuyén. Cach d6 khdng xa, mdt ngwoi dan 6ng vac camera lon va
mot phu nir cAm micro dieng ddi dién. Nhin canh nay, Koichi tw nhd, tam
thoi khong th€ d€ Shizuna xem thoi sy

Cau xudng xe, dwore canh sat mé dwong dwa vao. Trong quan ciing 16
nhd cdnh sat.

Nguwoi téc bac Tan treedre ti€n ra dén, “Xin 161 vi ctr 1am phién chau mai.”

Koichi im lang gat dau.

“Nho’ chdu ki€m tra mdt vong trong nha nhé. N&u phat hién diéu gi ba't
thwong, du nhd dén dau ciing cho chiing t6i biét.”

“Vang.” Koichi dap.

B4t dau tr ctra quan, ho cham cham di vao qua céc ban.

Thanh that ma noi, du ¢6 diéu ba't thweong, Koichi ciing khong tuy tin
minh s€ nhin ra. B&i c4u chua ting quan sat ki ca quan 14n nha &. Tham
chi, c6 ddi Man Yukihiro thay d6i cdch sip x&p ban ghé clia quin ma ciu con
chang nhan thaYy.



“Bén trong quay thi sao?” Nguoi téc bac hoi.

Koichi vong vao trong quay quan sit cic dung cu nd'u an va gia vi.
Khong phat hién di€m gi khac thueong.

“Nha chdu khong c6 két sit xdch tay hay gi sao?”

“Két sit a?”

“Thr dung d€ dyng tién ban hang ay.”

Koichi gt dau “A” mot ti&ng. “Tién ban hang & day a.” Cau tr\é hop
nhom hinh vudng moi canh hon mét gang tay, dé chtr Bot ca-ri bang biit da.

“Ha, hop nay u?”

“Vang.”

Nguoi téc bac kéo hdp lai, mé nép bang ban tay deo ging. Trong hop la
vai to tién gidy va xu 1é.

“Cat & day sao...”

“Bé’/chéu bao két sit vd dung.” Koichi néi. “Dung né thi khic gi chi cho
trdm cap cho d€ tién chir.”

Nguoi téc bac nhin cdc dong nghiép, roi déng nip hop.

Koichi m& canh ctra canh quay, bwde vao va thd’y cira phong ngt ctia bd'
me. V&i Koichi, chd nay bay gio that dang s¢'. Bt budc phai vao sao, ciu
cang thang nghi.

“Trwdre khi vao nha, chau xem gitip t0i chd ctra hdu nhé.” Nguwoi téc bac
de nghi.

Koighi git dAu, mé cira trong géc va di qua 167 hep dan ra cira hau. O’ d6
cﬁng/ 18p cénh gd va ta't nhién 1a khéa dwore. Canh c/fra hiu dat cai x0, trong
x0 cam mdt chi€’c 6 nhya trong sudt. Koichi ddn mdt vao né.

“Sao thé€?” Nguoi toc bac hoi.

“Cai 0 khong phai cia nha chau.” Koichi dap.

“O?” Ngudi téc bac dén gan x6, nhung khong cham vao 6. “Sao chiu
bi€t?”

“Nha ch4u khong ai diing loai & nay. V&i lai cdm 6 vao da’y thi diing xo6
s& ra't vedng, ki€u gi cling dn mang, nén anh em chdu khong bao gio’ 1am
the”.”



Nguwoi téc bac gat dau, roi khoi chd chiéc x0, vay tay goi mot dong
nghiép va thi thdm vao tai anh ta.

Sau d6 Koichi ki€m tra khip nha, nhuwng khéng tim ra thém di€m nao
dang chi y. Phong ba anh em van gid'ng hét ldc cd bon tron di tdi qua. Con
phong bo” me, Koichi \khéng long da né/o ma quan sat ki. Chi riéng v€t mau
trén chi€u tatami 1a han sdu vao ddy mat cau.

Koichi vé d&n Ir quan 1a da gén tria. Bwde vao phong, ciu tha'y Shizuna
dang ng'6i gdp gid’y bén ban thap ¢ 1on, ¢6 Tsushima ng‘@i\ bén canh. Hinh
nhw Taisuke dang & gian k& bén, hai gian ngan cach nhau bang ctra lua.

“A! Anh hai. Sao r6i a? Nha minh van con cht?” Shizuna vdi héi.

“Khong sao hét, anh bdo r'oi ma.” Koichi ng'6i xuéng canh cd bé.

“Koichi! Con trong em chut nhé. Co6 can di goi di€n thoai.” C6 Tsushima
danh ti€ng.

“Vang a.” Koichi ddp. Poi ¢6 ra ngoai, cau nhin [én ban va héi, “Em
dang lam gi the&?”

“Gap hac a. Em dang g&p ngan hac gidy d€ tang bd me.” Shizuna néi
nhuw hat, ro1 thyc sy ngdm nga.

Nhin d6i tay nho bé ti mah ga’p tirng con hac, Koichi lai thdy budn. Noi
budn nhanh chéng trao dang, cudi cing x6 do birc twong trong 1ong ciu.
Koichi nam chat tay Shizuna, lam nat ca hac gidy ¢6 bé dang cam.

Shizuna h6t hodng nhin cau, “Anh hai...”

“Lam th€ cling vo ich tho61.”

“0...”

Koichi ding ddy, mé ctra lua.

“Ay, ding! Anh Tai bi 6m, dang ngt day.”

Pung 1a Taisuke dang cudn minh trong chan. Khi Koichi nha’c chan 1€n,
Taisuke 16 v& hodng so, tay chian co quip nhw riia. Koichi ndm tay Shizuna,
kéo em gai dé€n bén Taisuke. C6 bé m&u mdao kéu dau. Koichi dwa hai tay
Om mat co em.

“Shi, nghe cho ki ddy. B& me khdng con nwra, chét ca ro6i.”

Po6i mét to den 1dy cia Shizuna ddo quanh, mit dd bing 1én, “Anh néi
doi.”



“Anh khong néi d6i. That ra khong phai chdy nha ma la b6 me bj giét, bi
ké xau giet.”

“N6i doi. Khong phéi theé”. Em ghét anh nha't.” Shizuna ha't tay Koichi,
mit méo xé&ch, tay chan khua khodng. C6 bé gao khéc am .

Koichi cui xudng, 6m Shizuna vao long nhw mudn bao boc em géi.

Co bé cang khoc to hon, “Khong, khong!”

“Gio chi con lai chiing ta...” Koichi ging gwong néi. Taisuke von dor
dan, lic nay dot nhién hét 1én r'oi da khéc nhie mudn trit hét ndi dau da de
nén tr qua dén nay.

“Pém qua a? Cha, toi khong chic. T6i nghi xem lai héa don 1a biét thoi.”
Nguwdi dan 6ng téc thira vira nghiéng dau suy nghi, vira sip x&p ké banh
sandwich va com nim. Trén nguc anh ta 13 bang tén dé chir Qudn [y.

“Phién anh ki€m tra gitp tdi nhé?”

Nghe Hagimura nho va, tay quan 1y thé dai ba't dc di, rd rang 13 khong
mudn lam viéc phién ha nay. “Cho t6i chiit.” Anh ta néi r'oi quay vé quay
tinh tién.

Hagimura nhin quanh. Ctra hang tréng rd't mdi, twong va san nha hau
nhw chwa hw hai. Nhin chd bay rwegu, anh dodn cdch day khong 1au noi nay
la ctra hang rwou.

Hagimura va Kashiwabara dang dirng chan & mdt ctra hang tién lgii ven
Qudc 16 16. Ho dén d€ thu thap thong tin, nhwng Kashiwabara cir ding &
quidy tap chi v&i vé mét chan nan.

“Xem ndo... Pém qua tdi chi ban dwoc mot cdi, ldc 11 gior 22 phit. Nhic
m&i nhé, hinh nhw ding 1a ¢6 khach dé€n mua that.” Nhin hda don dai dang
dac, tay quan ly 1am bam mot minh.

“Luc &y anh & ctra hang a?” Hagimura hoi.

“Véang. Ban d&m thwong chi ¢ minh t6i.”

“Anh nh¢& vi khach &y trong thé nao khong?”

Quan 1y cau may ngdm nghi, “La dan 6ng, t6i khong nh¢ trong anh ta the’
nao. T6i c6 nhin mét trng khach dau...”



“Anh c6 an teong gi vE trang phuc, véc dang khdong? Hay do tudi cling
dwoc.”

Quan ly xua tay nhe mudn néi tha cho toi di, “T6i da bado khong nhé ma!
Xin 10i nhwng dung trong doi gi & toi. Toi vOn chang ty tin vao tri nhé ciia
minh cho 1dm.”

“Vay né&u nho ra diéu gi, phién anh lién hé v&i ching toi nhé.”
Hagimura dwa manh gid’y nho ghi thong tin lién lac ctia d6i hinh sw.

“A, vang vang!” Tay quan 1y nhian manh gidYy, dit sang mot bén, hién
nhién la dinh virt ngay sau khi canh sat di khoi.

Hagimura goi Kashiwabara, ca hai bwde ra khoi cira hang.

“Cau lam viéc chim chi, dang 1€ t6i khong nén phii phang, nhung xin 10i,
lwom tin ki€u nay chi tdn cong thoi.” Kashiwabara ndi thang.

“Chuwra bi€t thé€ nao ma?”

“V6 ich! Tay quan 1y né6i diing, nhan vién ctra hang tién lgii 1am sao nho
mit khach dwoc. Hon nira, chic gi hung thii @@ mua 6 dém qua. Ngd nho
hin c6 s&n thi sao!”

“Néu ding th€ thi b tay, nhung kha nang mua 6 dém qua cting khong
thap. Mii nira d&m khu ndy m&i mua nén ra't c6 th€ trude d6 hdn khong
mang 0 theo, ding ch?”

Kashiwabara lac dau, “Diéu tra theo hwéng 6 1a vo ich, chaamg thu duorc
gi dau.”

“Sao anh lai qua quyét nhu th&! Chéic gi da vo ich.”
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“Puorc, toi hoi cau, tai sao hung thu d€' 6 lai?”

“Han voi chay trdn nén d&€ quén ching? Kha niing cao 1a ltic hin bd tron
muwa da ngdt hodc tanh han, nén quén 6 ciing chang c6 gi kho hi€u.”

“Cau khong nghe két qua giam dinh a? Dau van tay trén 0 bi lau sach!
Han c& tinh x6a da'u van tay, 1y nao lai ngdc d&€n marc d€ quén d6?”

“Biét dau hin xéa dd'u van tay roi m&i gy 4n. Va lai, chwra thé khang
dinh 1a han x6a da'u van tay. Nho’ han deo gang thi sao?”

Kashiwabara htr mili, “C4u nghi hung thd chi d&n trom cép hay 1a nguoi
quen cua nan nhan?”



“Theo tinh hinh hién tredng, em nghi hin 12 ngwdi quen. Hin tin cdng
ldc hai vor ch'dng ma't canh gidc.”

“To6i dong y v&i cdu. N6i cach khac, khong phai hung thd dot nhap ma
chinh hai v¢r chong din hén vao nha. Gior chra @&n mua dong, mang ging
trong ra't kha nghi. Theo t6i, gy 4n xong, hung thi xéa da'u van tay trén 0.
Theo 1€ thwong thi mang 6 vEé sé nhanh gon hon chit. Hung thi khéng lam
th&’, 12 b&i cAm 6 s& gdy vuedng viu khi chay trén, va lai hin tin chic bd 6
lai canh sét cling khong tém noi minh. Thanh ra, cé the’ 6 1a do hung thu
nhit hodc ddnh cip & dau d6.”

Lap luin cta dan anh khi€n Hagimura ctrng hong. Qua that nghe ra't hop
1y.

Koichi cho biét, 6 nhwya dit gan ctra hau quan Ariake khdng phai cta gia
dinh cdu. K&t qua giam dinh cho bi€t khong tim thd’y ddu van tay trén 0.
Cénh sat suy doan day la ¢6 hung tha bd lai nén Hagimura va Kashiwabara
ma&i di tim hi€u cdc ctra hang ban 6 nhya cung loai, thé ma...

“Em hi€u y anh. Nhwng tim thdy @6 hung tha bé lai thi di di€u tra ngu6n
g0'c cia n6 cling 1a chuyén binh thwong ma.”

“Chuyén thwong w?” Kashiwabara vira di vira nhiin vai. “Noéi sao nhi?
T6i lai cam thay ching ta dwgc ¢ di don dep cac dwong nhanh. Con
dwong chinh thi Phong 1 chi€m hét mat ro6i.”

“Pwong chinh..?”

“Vu no nan d6.”

“Qua nhién c6 lién quan a?”

“Chi c6 th€'la ly do dé thdi.”

M¢i hai ti€ng trede, diéu tra vién tim hi€u vé cac moi quan hé xoay
quanh hai v’ chong nan nhéan da thu dwgc mot thong tin dang chu y.

Chuyén la gan diy vg ch'ong Ariake vay tién cda vai ngwoi quen, song
khong trd noi do kinh doanh bét bat.

Canh sat chwa rd s6 tién 1a bao nhiéu, nhwng theo 101 mot ban hoc cling
cép hai voi Yukihiro hién dang m& phong kham tw thi Yukihiro ting hoi
ong ta, “Cang nhiéu cang t&t, nhung trrde mat cho t& vay 1 triéu yén duorc
khong?”



Tw d6 ma suy, khoan ng’ nha Ariake 1a kha 1én d61i véii mot quan com
Tay co nhd.

“Co ma nguoi diéu tra tinh hinh kinh doanh cta quén lai bdo, khong
phat hién khoan vay Ién nao. Ho ¢6 vay ngan hang nhung khong trd cham.”

“Pau nha't thi€t phai la khoan vay hop phap.”

“Y anh 1a vay ning 14i?”

“C6 th& 1dm. Ma dé thuwong moi chuyén con té hon 4y. Chli quén thich cd
cwoc nén tdi dang thién vé kha nang nay.”

“Thich ca cworc?” Hagimura hoi ngac nhién triede thong tin chwa ting
xud't hién trong qua trinh diéu tra.

“H61 tredre t0i tinh co nghe dwoc lic & quan an. Yukihiro cd cwoe ti't tin
tat t dua xe dap, dua ngya d€n mat chwoc. S€ sm tim ra manh md'i thoi.”

“Anh c6 dinh néi v&i cac anh Phong 1...7”

“T6i khdong néi dau.” Kashiwabara cweoi rung ca vai. “D€ho di dwong
vong cang lau cang tot. Ai bdo ho cir xudng dia ban la day cho nguoi ta
ma’y nhiém vu thi€u thye t&€ nhw tim ngudn goc cai 0, tdi chang mudn gitp.
Ma ki€u gi ho cling tim ra, chi 1a sém hay mudn thoi.”

“Y anh 1a... ho bj gi€t vi ng tién ca cwoc?”

“C6 th&€ 1dm.”

“Cha no gi€t con ng’ lam gi ch?”

“Thwong thi khong, nhwng ai ddm k)hzfmg dinh day. N6i chuyén khong on
thoa, n6i mau dién dam chét ngwoi chang han.”

“Co6 1y, nhung...”

Hagimura nghiéng dau nghi ngei. Pung ldc nay, am bdo tit tit cia may
nhan tin phdt ra ti ngwc 40 Kashiwabara.

“Qi troi, giue cai gi khong biét.” Kashiwabara tho tay vao tdi ngyc va
nhin quanh. Cach d6 khodng hai chuc mét c¢6 bot dién thoai.

Hagimura nhin Kashiwabara goi dién, vira chAm mot di€u thudc vura tw
nhtd Tan nay ong nhiét tinh hon han moi khi, phai ching 1a do ti€p xtc voi
1§ tré nha nan nhan.

Kashiwabara dang doc than, nhwng thit ra may nam trwde ong ting ket
hon, ciu con trai hién sdng cung me, hinh nhw da hoc ti€u hoc roi.



“T6i chang lam dwoe gi cho ra dang ngwoi cha. Lan cudi tdi gap con trai
1a 1dc n6 ba tuodi. Gio’ chac né quén mat toi roi. Ma c6 khi nhu thé lai tot
cho n6 hon.” Kashiwabara tirng k€ v&i nu cwoi tw trach.

Hagimura dodn rang Iii tré nha Ariake di khién Kashiwabara nhé dén
con minh.

Kashiwabara ra khéi b6t dién thoai v&i vé mét nghiém tdc hon, “Goi taxi
di. Ching ta d&n I¥r quan & Shioiri.”

“Pén 1ir quan? C6 chuyén gi vai 1 tré sao?”

. “Thang tht hai chju m& miéng réi. N6 cung cidp mdt manh mdi hiru ich,

rang da nhin thay hung thua.”

“Sao co?”

“Nghe bao thay chii nhiém ciia thing 1n goi t&i. Thing 1é'n mudn néi
chuyén v&i canh st né quen va chi dich danh t6i. Ta on troi dat!”

Thay mot taxi trdng tir ddng xa chay t&i, Hagimura va Kashiwabara
cing gio tay vay.

“Ch4u nghi mili hin cao. Ciing c¢6 th€ khong phai, chdu nhin khong 16
14m...” Giong Taisuke nhd dan. Cudi cling c4u cti dau 0 rii va nhin Koichi
bang 4nh mét cau ctru.

“Cd’ len!” Koichi khé dong vién.

“Mit thi sao? Mt hin to khdng?” Ngudi dan 6ng mic vest mé s vé ra.
Trong anh ta giong nhan vién viin phong ¢An man hon 1a canh sit.

Taisuke boi rdi, “Khdng a, mit hin kha gay.”

Ngwoi dan ong git dau, dwa but vé sot soat.

Koichi nhin I&én ban, trén ban chdng cho’ mwoi may con hac gidy do
Shizuna gap. Co bé hién dang nim & gian k& bén. Khong nghe tiéng khéc
nira, ¢6 1€ c6 bé mét 14 ma thi€p di roi.

Trwa nay, Shizuna dién cudng gao khéc khi nghe tin bd” me da qua do,
Taisuke cling khoc toang 1€n theo. Ba vai ti€ng dong h'o troi qua, ti€ng gao



thét cta hai dira em vin viing vang bén tai Koichi. Cdu cam th&y toan than
nhu phat sot.

Nguwoi 1on trach Koichi sao 1ai néi cho Shizuna biét, nhwng cdu khong
hé hoi han. Koichi nghi ttr nay anh em ciu nén ty quy€t dinh chuyén cia
minh, b&i chi con ba nguoi ho sdng ti€p cung nhau.

Khéc mot h'di, Taisuke méi bit dau 1én tiéng. Sau khi ciim thu ria xa ké
sat nhan, cdu ba't ngo’ nhin Koichi va néi, “Anh hai, em ¢6 nhin thdy. Em
nhin thay ké da gi€t b6’ me.”

Taisuke k€, dém qua, lic Koichi cong Shizuna vao ctra tred'c quén an,
mot ngwoi dan 6ng chay ra tw ctra hau.

Koichi vo cung kinh ngac, vdi bdo cho thay gido.

Thay gido bao ngay cho canh sét.

Khong 1au sau Kashiwabara va d6ng nghiép dén noi, mot trong s6 ho la
ngudi dan dng dang ng'di tredre mit Taisuke, néi ring mudn phac hoa chin
dung hung thu cang so'm cang tot.

Nhém Kashiwabara chd & bén ngoai. Chéc canh sit so tip trung qué
dong sé khieén Taisuke cang th:flng, kh6 ma néi chuyén. Ho bao Koichi ¢ lai
v&i ciu em.

“Pai kh4i hin trong th& nay nhi?” Ngudi dan 6ng mic vest dwa s& vé cho
Taisuke xem.

Trén s& vé& khuén mit mot ngwdi dan 6ng ¢6 cim nhon miii cao. Khong
hi€u sao, Koichi c6 cam gidc chwa giong.

“Chéu nghi chd nay rong hon.” Taisuke chi vao ving trdn. “V&i lai. ..
trong hin c6 vé manh”

“Tréng c6 vé manh?”

“Vang.” Taisuke khé gt dau.

“N6i vay ai hi€u dwoc.” Koichi budt miéng, “Cé vé manh la sao?”

“La...” Taisuke cui dau.

“Khong sao, chdu thd’y thé nao thi ¢t ndi cho t6i bi€t.” Ngwoi dan dng
mim cuwoi roi lai mda but, sau d6 dwa chan dung cho Taisuke xem. “Thé&’
nay thi sao?”



L'an nay, khudén mdt trong ban v€ dir dan hon ban ndy. Koichi khong biét
ngwoi dan 6ng chinh stra & dau va thé nao.

Taisuke git dau, “Da. Chau thdy... dwgc roi. Trong ra't giong a.”

“Vay sao? Cam on chdu.” Ngwdi dan dng vui vé cudi hip mét. “Toi s&
dung cdi nay lam tai liéu tham khao diéu tra. Néu nh¢ thém diéu gi khac,
cho chung t61 bi€t nhé.”

Ngwoi dan dng cadm sO vé ra khoi phong, nhém Kashiwabara di vao,
trong d6 c6 diéu tra vién tdc bac va dong nghiép tré cua 6ng. Nguoi tré
ting d&€n quan an cung Kashiwabara nén Koichi quen mat, gior m&i biét
anh ta mang ho Hagimura va ngwoi téc bac 1a Yokoyama.

“Xin 16i! Ch4u k& lai tinh hinh liic bit giip ngudi dé dwoc khong? Cang
chi tiét cang t6t.” Kashiwabara mé loi.

Taisuke 14p bip k& lai nhirng gi di thay. Koichi ng'di bén 1ing nghe,
khong hi€u ma’y thong tin ndy ich lori chd nao. Chi 12 mdt ngwoi dan Ong
mic @6 sAm mau, voc ddng binh thwong dot nhién tong ctra hiu lao ra va
chay mat, tuoi tac giong ndi ra sao déu khong biét.

Qua nhién chi mot 14t sau, cdc diéu tra vién da roi di voi vé tha't vong.

boi ho khuad't dang, Taisuke chan nan néi, “Anh hai, gid ma em nhin ki
hon...”

“Pung lo. C6 ban vé chan dung rdi, hung thd s& bj bt sé'm thdi. Con céi
0 ntra ma.”

‘6(,\)(')”

“Hung tha boé quén 6. Nha't dinh s€ tim ra manh m&6i.”

Koichi vira dit 10, ctra lia phia sau bdng mé ra. Shizuna dang dirng dé.

“Em day roi a?” Koichi hai.

M3t sung vi1 vi khéc, Shizuna budc dén 6m chit Koichi, “Shi mudn tra
thu. Shi mudn giét ké lam hai b6" me”

Koichi vudt nhe tAm lung nhd bé clia em géi, “Um, n€u tim dwoc hung
thd, ba anh em ta s€ cung gi€t han.”



Tha’y Hagimura xua't hién, quan ly ctra hang tién lgi ra chi€u ngan ngam.
Hagimura chi biét gwong cwoi dap lai.

“Anh dé&n bao nhiéu l'4n ciing vy théi. Toi n6i r'oi, dwng trong doi gi &
t6i.” Quan ly nhiu may.

“T6i quay lai cho chic ma. Anh dirng cing thrflng.”

“Nhuwng anh cit d@&n hoai, toi bit rirt 1im.” Quan 1y mé ngiin kéo, 14y ra
mot ban photocopy. Pay 1a birc chan dung Hagimura mang dén hom truorc.
“T6i ndi roi, vi khach mua 6 d&€m d6 khong gidng thé nay. To6i nghi 1a tré
hon. Ma ciling khong rd nira, hoon mwoi ngay roi con gi.”

“Khong nha't thi€t phai 1a ngwoi mua 6. Chi ¢an thdy ai nhang nhéac chan
dung, anh béo cho t6i luén nhé.”

“Hi€u ma. D&n gio' vin chwa nghi ra ai. Nghi ra 12 t6i bdo ngay. Anh la
Hagimura phai khong? T6i s€ nho.”

DPing lic nay, mét cap doi bwde vao. Quan 1y 1ién to thai dd khong ranh
ti€p chuyén canh sat. Hagimura danh néi “Nho anh nhé!” r'oi roi di.

Hagimura nhin dong h'6. Ba hon 10 gio d&m. Hom nay dén day thoi,
anh thAm nghi va gio’ tay vy mot chiéc taxi ding ldc chay qua, ng'6i vao
xe 12 xoa bp bip chan. Tinh so’ quang dwong da cudc bdo may ngay qua,
anh thé dai.

Lic Hagimura vEé t&i Phong Céanh séat Yokosuka, dong nghiép dang tan
ca. Khong thd’y Kashiwabara dau, Hagimura bén héi tham dan anh
Hidekazu.

“Kashiwabara? Cu ta di Kinugasa.” Hidekazu dap.

“Kinugasa?”

“Nghe néi ¢6 anh chang tuAn nio ciing in trwa & Ariake, chic ciu ta di
tim ngwoi nay. Nhwng khong biét tén, chi bi€t ga ta lam viéc tai chi nhanh
ngan hang nio d6é & Kinugasa. Chic phai tim tirng noi mat.”

“Ga ta gidng chan dung a?”

Hidekazu 1ic dAu, “Ga lun va map, khdc hén chan dung. Chéc
Kashiwabara hi vong ga biét it nhi€éu vé ngwoi trong birc hoa.”

Hagimura gat dau, “Ra vay.”



Taisuke trong tha’y ké ¢ kha nang la hung thu. Pay 1a mdt manh m&'i
quan trong. Nhi€u diéu tra vién da cam chan dung di tim ki€m thong tin.
Pham vi di€u tra tap trung vao cdc mdi quan hé cua vor ch'dong nan nhan va
céc vi khdch hay lui t&i Ariake. Hon mwoi ngy trdi qua, van chwa tim ra ai
dang nghi.

“Hay chiing ta di sai hwéng.” Hidekazu néi. “Nh& dau chan dung phac
hoa khong gidng, hodc hung thi von chang quen bi€t vgr ch'ong Ariake.
Phong 1 ciing chua thu dwore thong tin gi gid tri. Vu nay dai hoi day.”

Khong mdt bang chitrng nio cho thdy vor chdng Ariake no’ nan ch'ong
chat. Phong 1 cia S& von wu tién diéu tra theo hudng tién bac, nhing xem
xét ddng thdi hai, ba ngay qua, dwong nhw ho lai chuyén trong tdm sang do
tim manh m&i quanh hién trrong 4n mang.

“Bén thw vién thé& nao r'éi anh?” Hagimura hoi.

“Chd nguoi ta bdo trong thd’y vor chi quan Ay hd? Chiu, t6i khong rd.
Chéc khong lién quan dau.” Hidekazu lo’ dénh ddp va mic 4o khodc, xem
chung chuan bj ra vé.

Trudc hdm 4n mang, c6 ngudi bit gidp Toko & cira thw vién gan nha.
Nhan chirng 1a chii civa hang rau va c¢6 quen Toko. Anh ta 14i xe tai nhd giao
rau chay ngang qua ding lic Toko budc vao thw vién.

Thu thw lai néi, khong nhé 1a trdng thd’y Toko, cling khong cé phi€u
muon sdch ndo cuia ba. Tuy nhién thw vién cho doc bdo va tap chi tai chd,
nén nhiéu di€u tra vién nhan dinh Toko dén day vi 1y do nay.

“T6i vé tredre nhé.” Hidekazu tam biét r6i ra khdi phong.

Lién d6, Kashiwabara tr& vé véi 4o khoac vit trén vai, nach do so-mi
wot sting.

Th&y Hagimura, ong khé gio’ tay chao roi ng 61 phich xudng ghe’, 18y
trong tdi 40 so-mi ra mot di€u thué’c, ngdm vao miéng cham Iira, rit mot
hoi that siu r6i nha khéi, nhung trong khong sang khodi cho 1dm. May
hom nay 6ng hd'c héc tha’y rd, sic miit cling vang vot, chi riéng ddi mét van
sdng quéc.

“Anh di Kinugasa 2?” Hagimura bét chuyén.

Kashiwabara gat dau, kéo gat tan vé phia minh, “T6i di gdp mot nhan
vién kinh doanh cta ngin hang Shinkin. C6 ngwoi bao ga ta 1a khach quen



cta Ariake, nhung ga khang dinh m&i dén an khodng ba I'dn. Pting 1a d6n
dai tha't thiét.”

“Anh c6 cho ga xem chan dung khong?”

“C6, ga bao khong c6 an twong gi.” Kashiwabara xoay ¢6 lam khop
xwong kéu rang rac, lai héi, “Phia cau thé€ nao?”

“Cfing tay tring. Em vin quanh quah ma’y ctra hang tién loi va siéu thi
thoi.”

“Hay hung thu khong phai ngwoi dia phwong?” Kashiwabara ngam
thud'c, trai ban d6 Yokosuka ra ban. “Xem xét thoi di€m giy an, né€u hung
thi & novi khac thi at phai lai xe d&€n. Han dau xe & dau?”

“Phong 1 da ki€m tra camera giam sat & bai do xe gan d6. Tiéc 1a khong
tha’y ai gidng ké trong phéc hoa.”

“N&u la hung tha, tdi s& khong chon bai dd xe gan hién treong. Dau xe
[é dwong lai cang nguy hi€m, b&di ngwoi dan xung quanh s€ goi canh sat.
Tha ring dd xe & xa hon mot chit, bu lai an toan. Chon mdt bai dd ¢6 hang
ngan xe ra vao mdi ngay, d 1di xe d&n roi vé ldc nira dém ciing chang ai
nghi ngo'...” Kashiwabara ddo mat quanh ban ¢6 va dung lai & mét di€m.
Ong chi vao d6, “Chd nay thi sao?”

Hagimura t&i gén, cham chd nhin ban @6. Kashiwabara dang chi mét
trung tdm mua sam lon & Shioiri, bén trong ¢4 vai quan an, rap chi€u phim
va khu tro choi dién tie. TAt nhién, bai dd xe cyc ki rOng.

“Céch hién treong giy an khd xa, di bd mét 1dm.”

“Chwa d&n mirc khong di noi. Ngoai ra con mot noi nira.” Kashiwabara
chi vao khéch san ndm doi dién trung tim mua sdm. “Bdi dd xe & day ciling
ratlon.”

“NO c6 tin ba tAng ham dd xe.”

“Phi gri xe & day thu bang may tw dong nhi?”

“Vang, nhung chic ciing ¢6 ngudi quan 1y & 187 ra.”

“T6t qua, toi s€ nho ngwoi ta xem qua chan dung.” Kashiwabara dui
di€u thudc thir hai vira chAm vao gat tan, cam do khoac dirng day.

“Anh di luén a?”



“Pang ndo vé nha ciing ching lam gi.” Kashiwabara vit 4o khodc 1én vai,
buwdrc ra cira.

“Pgi chit, em di voi.” Hagimura dudi theo.

Hai ngwoi don taxi & cong co’ quan va quyét dinh d&n khach san truedee.
Kashiwabara ng6i bt tréo chin, tay g6 nhe 1én dau gdi, mat dim chiéu
nhin ra ctra sO xe, bd dang bon chon.

“Ba anh em nha kia... chic s& phai vao trai.” Gan dén khach san, 6ng
m&i me 1oi.

“Trai tré m'6 cdi Ay a?”

Kashiwabara khé git dau, “Khdng thé nho cdy ho hang. Khong phai rudt
ra, binh thuomng lai it gip g&. O’ d6 1 tré ciing khong thodi mai dwoc.”

“Quan an Ariake thi sao?”

“T6i chiu. Vor chdng ho no ngan hang, nén chic sé phai thanh 1y thdi.”

“Ti€c that...” T nay khong con co hdi an mén com bo bam kia nira r'oi,
Hagimura nghi.

Thay Taisuke toan bd mo hinh xe tang vao thung carton, Koichi & bén canh
lién giat 18y. “May vira 18y mot mo hinh Gundam mini con gi. May quén la
chi dworc dem theo mot méon d6 choi a?”

“Pay la thr cudi cung bd me mua cho em...”

“Vay thi bd Gundam lai. Ngwoi ta dan cang it hanh 1y cang t6t ma.”

“Cho em mang Gundam v&i cdi ndy thdi, di ma!” Taisuke chdp tay van

N

nai.

“Khong dworc. Phéi danh chd d€ dung quén hodc ta't. Thiéu @6 choi van
song dwoe chir thi€u @6 mac 1a gay to. Sau nay khong ai mua cho ching ta
nwra dau.”

Taisuke buon ba cii dau, 18y md hinh Gundam ra khéi thuing carton. Cau
nhin qua nhin lai gitra hai mén @6 choi mdt lic, cudi cing cho Gundam
vao thung va d€ xe tang 1é€n ban hoc.



Roi mét khoi em trai, Koichi quay lai voi cdng viéc ctia minh. Ciu dang
cat do 16t, quan 4o, @6 dung hoc tap vao thung carton. Koichi déng hanh ly
ca cho Shizuna nén lwong d6 kha nhiéu.

Shizuna nim trén giwong, khong phai dang ngt ma dang hon ddi. Co bé
c6 hai mén d6 choi yéu thich 1a thd nh'6i bong va g6i hinh voi. Khi Koichi
néi phai chon mot trong hai, Shizuna lién bat khéc.

That long Koichi mu6n d€ Taisuke va Shizuna mang theo nhirng thir
ching thich. Tuy chwa hinh dung dwoc cudc sdng & cd nhi vién ra sao,
nhung Koichi do4n chic khdng phai ngay nio ciing hanh phic, vui vé. Anh
em ciu 4t phai chju dung rat nhiéu. Khi 4y, nhitng mén &6 choi than
thwong s€ mang lai phan nao an ui.

Tuy nhién Koichi cdm thd’y khong nén dya dAm vao nhing thir @6 choi
d6. Thay vao d6, nén hoc cach ty ki€ém ché& ngay tw bay gio. Linh cdm
mach bdo, m&i thé nay da khong chiu dwng dwgc, trong lai s€ cang khé
sOng.

Pwa anh em Koichi vao ¢6 nhi vién la quyét dinh cta ngwoi 1on. Du
cling dwoc hédi y ki€n, nhwng ba anh em dau con Iya chon nao khéc.

“Co rat nhiéu ban gidng cac con. Tuy hoan canh khac nhau, nhung déu
dot ngdt ma't bd” me do tai nan nao d6. Mot s6 may mén dwoc ho hang nhan
nudi, con hau hét khong noi nwong tyra s€ vao ¢o nhi vién. Pay khong phai
treong hop hi€m gip. Nhiéu ngwdi 1om 1én & ¢o nhi vién, vé sau van dat
dwore nhirng thanh tyu to 1én trong xa hoi. Vi vay, diéu quan trong 1a ra doi
céac con s€ song the& nao kia.”

Nghe giong di€u vira nhw thuy€t phuc vira nhw ddng vién cia thiay chu
nhi€m, Koichi nghi bung, “Con hiéu hét, hi€u rd hon thay co.”

C6 nhi vién di nhdn mang nhiéu hanh 1y ciing khdng c6 chd d&, nén mdi
ngwoi chi dong g6i mdt thung carton thdi. Quéan do va dung cu hoc tap cta
ba anh em x&p gan nhw dAy 4p ba thiing carton. Koichi ditrng 1&n, nhin
xudng cac em.

“Xudng nha 187y ki vat ctia b0 me nao. Mdi dira hai mén, mot clia by va
mot cia me.”

Taisuke u€ odi bd ddy, Shizuna van ndm [i trén giwong.



Koichi thé dai, “Shi, di chwa? Khong 18y thi sau nay khéc 16¢ hdi han
anh cling k& ddy. Chung ta chi con hdm nay thoi, tor mai khong the' vé day
dwoc nwa.”

Shizuna danh budng thi nh'6i bong dang 6m va ra khdi giwong.

Ba anh em xudng cau thang, vao phong nga cua b6" me. Pay la Ian dau
tién sau an mang Koichi quan sat ki can phong. L'an tred'c xem xét theo yéu
CAu clia canh sit, that ra cAu gan nhw khong ddm md to mét nhin cho dang
hoang.

Phong ngu nay cling 1a phong ti€p khéch cua gia dinh, 1a noi ho dn com
ngay ba bira. Phong ¢6 ban thap 1on cho nam ngwei ng'di quanh, ban tho
Phat va TV. Td am teong dat may swdi chay dau. Mua dong dén, nha ho
18’y n6 ra va cd't quat di€n vao.

Cin phong khdng con vét tich nao ctia vu sat hai, vi cac thiy c6 treong
ti€u hoc va hdi phu huynh da xin phép canh sat cho don dep sach s€. Du
vy, Koichi vin thd’y phidng pha't miii m4u tanh.

Shizuna lai gan ban trang di€m cda Toko, ng'6i xuéng tred’c gwong roi
cam thdi son va hdp phan. Koichi nhé lai canh c6 bé chim chd ngim me
trang diém.

“Em 127y ca hai cling dwgrc.” Koichi ndi.

“That a? Nhwng...”

“MO0t céi phian anh. Shi gitr giutm anh nhé.”

Shizuna gat dau.

Taisuke ngdm d6ng h'd deo tay ctia bd". Chiéc dong h'd mau vang da cii
ma Yukihiro van hay phong mili khoe la hang hiéu. Cau hoi, “Em 18y cai
nay duoc khong?”

“Puoc chir.”

“Anh hai mang gi di?”

“Anh chon sin r'éi.”

Dt 1011, Koichi mé ngén kéo ban tho Phit.

Cudn s ghi chép cong thirc ndu #n vAn ndm d6. Cau 14y ra, 14t soin
soat. Chwr chi chit trén nhirng trang gid'y 6 vang.



“Chi ¢an cai nay la dda.” Koichi néi v&i Taisuke va Shizuna. “Cé nd, anh
¢ th€ nd'u cac mon ctia bd ba't ¢ lic nao.”

Nam m&i sang, cling 1a lic Hagimura cam th&’y linh tinh chflng lanh sip
thanh s that.

DPa géan sau thang tr6i qua tw khi vor ch'ong chil quan Ariake bj sat hai,
canh sat van chwrra pha 4n xong. Dya vao manh mdi quan trong nha't 1a biec
phéc hoa chan dung hung thu, cac diéu tra vién da tham van khoang hai
nghin ngwoi ma khong tim ra nghi pham.

Tinh trang n¢’ n4n ctia vor chdng ho van 1a an s6". Tuy nhién, ngay tredc
khi 4n mang xay ra, hai ngwoi da radt tw hai tai khoan tong cong khoang 2
tricu yén . Nhan vién ngan hang cho biét déu do chinh chu dén rtit.

Vi khong tim thdy s& tién, canh sat nghi ngo’ chinh hung thit mang di, du
tién vura rit da tinh co’ bi cuedp thi nghe khong may thuyét phuc. Phéi
chiang hung tha bi€t hai vor chong da chuan bj khoan tién mét 1o'n nén
quy€t dinh ra tay ngay trong dém. Ai bi€t vi€c rut tién? Va cac nan nhan rut
nhiéu tién nhw thé d€’ lam gi?

Diéu tra vién ra soat nha Ariake ki cang d€n ma’y cling khong tim ra 1o
gidi cho nhtrng cau hdi trén.

Mot thdng trdi qua, ban chuyén 4n bat dau mat kién nhan. P&i v&i 4n
mang ki€u nay, giai quyét som dén dau la phu thudc vao giai doan dau diéu
tra. Ay vy ma, du da huy dong dong ddo nhan lyc mi€t mai thu thap thong
tin va thAm va'n nhiéu ngay 1ién, manh mdi vin béng chim tim c4, ai nd’y
sOt rudt 1a phai thoi.

C6 Tan, mot diéu tra vién Phong 1 rii regi trg vE, nhin chan dung dan
trén twong, anh ta thot 1én, “Birc hoa ¢6 gidng that khong troi?!”

Nghe vay, Hagimura chot c6 linh tinh chﬁng lanh, ring 4n mang nay s&
vinh vién khong 1o giai.

Niam mdi dén trong bau khong khi ngay cang nang né cua ban chuyén
an.
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Mot tudn sau bai chic mwrng ndm maéi phat qua loa cua tredng phong
canh sat Yokosuka, dia ban ho 1i€n ¢6 an mang khac.

X4c mot ¢d gdi tré nam lin 16¢ & bai da't trdng gAn niit giao thong
Yokosuka, bj him hi&p v siét c& d&n chét bang mot loai diy nao daYy.
Canh st tim thay tdi x4ch chic 1a clia co trong bui ciy bén canh, vi di bj
18y di. Trong tui xach c6 gidy phép lai xe nén xac dinh dwoc ngay danh
tinh nan nhan. C6 1a nhan vién cua siéu thi gan do, chic 12 bi tin cOng trén
dwong vEé nha.

Hagimura va dong nghiép 14p tirc c6 mat theo 1énh triéu tip. Theo thong
1€, anh chju trach nhiém thu thap thong tin quanh hién treong vu dn. Nhan
phan cong xong, anh thim nghi, vay 1a hét duyén v&i dn mang kia r'oi.

TA't nhién ban chuyén 4n vu Ariake van dit & Phong Céanh sdt Yokosuka,
song nhan lyc tham gia da gidm dang k€&, hi€n tai chi con hon hai chuc
ngwoi, ma con sd ciing chi trén danh nghia, chir thye t€ chang ma’y khi
tha'y mat dong nghi€p Phong 1 xu6ng day. Hagimura va Kashiwabara déu
& ban chuyén an, song gio’ chi thu dong cho tin.

Mot dém lanh gia di diéu tra vé, hai ngwdi vao quan banh c4 ham. An
mang cd siéu thj sdp gidi quy&t xong. Canh sat da bit gitr mot thanh nién
hoc cling cAp ba v&i ¢d. Ban hoc déu biét hin tirng deo bam nan nhan.
Bing chitng quyét dinh d&€ bét gilr 1a dA'u van tay clia hin trén chiéc tdi
xach bi quang trong bui cay.

“Vu nao ciing phanh phui dé dang th& nay thi t6t qud!” Hagimura cam
than.

Kashiwabara nghe ra y anh, Iién héi, “Cau mudn nhic d&n vu Ariake?”

Hagimura gat d4u, x4n nhd khoai tiy bang do6i diia ding mot Tan, “Pong
y la khéng ¢6 bang chirng nao khac ngoai chan dung va céi 6 dworc cho la
ctia hung thu, lai thém dan mang phat sinh nira d&m nén khong tim ra nhan
ching... Co’ ma sao lai d&€n murc di vao ngd cut chir? RO rang la nguoi
quen gay an, anh khong nghi chi can lam 16 cdc mdi quan hé xoay quanh
v ch'ong Ariake 1a tim ra hung thu sao?”

Kashiwabara vira rét bia cho minh vira 1ic d4u, “Van khong tim ra thi
lam sao bay gio’! Cau biét tdi dd cam phac hoa di hdi bao nhi€u nguoi
khong?!”



“Biét chir. Em bi€t anh chay don chay ddo hon ba't ctr ai. Vi th€” em m&i
buc dién nguoi.”

“Tbi tin chic hung tha khong phai ngudi quen! It nhi't cling khong phai
nguwoi hay qua lai voi hai vgr chong. B&i toi da xem xét ta't ca cac d6i
teong do, khong s6t mot ai.”

“Néu khdng quen, con 1au vor chdng ho méi moi vao nha lic niva dém.”

“Khé hi€u that. Toi tim gdp ca b'd cii ciia ba vg co’.”

“Em bi€t, khong thu hoach dworc gi.”

“U. Chi t0 di mua dwong thoi.” Kashiwabara ndc bia ung wc.

Khoang hai tuan sau vu an, nhém di€u tra quan hé xa hdi cia vo chdong
Ariake da tap trung vao qué khir Toko.

Khong tim thd'y manh m&i nao quanh hai vo chong, canh sat chuyén
sang tim hi€u qua khir trng ngwoi. Va ho dic biét quan tim dén chi ti€t hai
v ch'ong chwra lam thd tuc k&t hon chinh thirc, ca hai déu c6 con riéng.
Koichi va Taisuke la con rudt Yukihiro. Taisuke chao doi khong 1au thi me
14 tré &'m chét. Shizuna la con géi Toko, ho khau khong ghi té€n cha. N6i
cach khac, co bé 1a con ngoai gia thu.

Toko tirng 1am gai quan bar & Yokohama, gap g& mot ngwoi dan 6ng roi
sinh ha Shizuna. C6 ti€p vién lam cung Toko thoi 8y cho biét, ngwoi dan
Ong kia 13 quan 1y & mot cong ty, vor con dang hoang. Dau vay, Toko van
ch@p nhén sinh con va nu6i day mgt minh.

Ho thét ctia Toko 1a Yazaki. Shizuna theo ho me, nhung nha treong dong
y cho c6 bé ding ho Ariake d€ tranh ban hoc thic méc tai sao Shizuna khéc
ho v&i hai anh trai.

Vi 1€ gi Ariake Yukihiro va Yazaki Toko khong Iam thad tuc k€t hon? Cau
tra loi nam & nguwoi dan 6ng ma Toko ting qua lai, tiec bd” Shizuna.

Ngwoi nay k€, khi Toko quy€t dinh sinh Shizuna, ca hai da thong nhat la
Ong ta khong nhén con, bu lai s€ chu c&p mot khoan nha't dinh dén khi dira
bé tredng thanh. Giao hen thém la n&€u Toko k&t hon, 6ng ta 1i€n ngirng chu
ca’p. C6 1€ Toko ti€c khoan tién &y nén mdi hodn két hon, va Yukihiro ciling
nghi chang can vdi vang lam gi.

Khi Kashiwabara dé€n gip, ngwoi dan 6ng cau nhau, “T6i con khdng biét
la Toko dang s6ng chung v&i mdt chii quan dn ddYy. CoO ta lwa t6i kha kha



tién r'oi.” Nhwng khi tra ciru sao ké ngan hang, canh sat phat hién ra rang
viéc chu cdp da gidn doan hoon mdt nam.

Kashiwabara héi gio’ ¢6 dinh dén Shizuna vé nu6i khong, ngwoi dan 6ng
khong chi gat phat “Pua a!” ma con bdi thém. “Toi cé mubn dira bé dau,
tai Toko sdng chét doi sinh nén td6i m&i nhwgng bo d&’y. Thanh ra chwa gap
né I4an nao, ma chang bi€t n6 c¢6 phdi con minh that khéng.”

Kashiwabara k&, nghe d&n day ong suyt lao vio dd'm hin ta. Du khong
phat hién di€m nao chirng td ngwoi dan 6ng nay lién quan d€n vu an, vai
diéu tra vién ban tAm vé cdc mdi quan hé phirc tap van kién tri theo doi
thém mot thoi gian, cudi cling chi ton cong vo ich.

“Anh bié€t khong, tir khi trén S& 14p ban chuyén 4n, ti 1€ pha an gan day
gan nhw dat 100%, cao hon han Tokyo véi Osaka.”

“M&i nghe Ian dau day.”

“Vu Ariake s€ ra sao nhi?”

Kashiwabara tram ngam, vé mat chua x6t, “Ai bi€t! C6 the€’ba nam sau sé
chi con ching ta va i tré nhé vE vu viée.”

Hagimura th¢ dai, “Loi tién doan chang tot dep gi.”

“To1 ¢6 mudn ndi the” dau!”

Dt 1oi, Kashiwabara udng can bia.

Tiéc 1a tién doan ctia Kashiwabara lai thanh sy that. Ping néi ba ndm,
m&i mdt ndm tréi qua ma & co’ quan ho chang con ai nhiac dé€n vu Ariake
ntta. Trén S& van ti€p tuc diéu tra, nhung khong thi’y thong bdo gi vé tién
trien.

Thém mdt thoi gian nira, chinh Hagimura ciing quén bdng ba anh em nha
Ariake.

Ty dwng bi lay vai, Taisuke choang tinh. Ciu ngo’ ngédc nhin quanh thi thdy
Koichi dirng ngay bén canh.
“May sao vay? Anh da dan phai hoan thanh bai tdp co ma!”



“A... Em nga quén.” Taisuke nu6t nwdc bot danh rot, nhin 1én ban méi
thd’y cu6n vé dang mé da wot dAm nwde bot.

“B0 tay. Thoi, lat ntra anh gitdp may lam.”

“Ui, that a? May qua!”

“Chi t61 nay thoi. Gio’ thi mau chuan bj di.”

“Xong roi. Em chuan bi to h6m qua co.”

Taisuke leo 1én thang cta giwvong hai fang bén canh. Ciu ngu givong
trén, con Koichi ngt giwvong dudi. K€ tir khi ma’y anh em vao ¢6 nhi vién
dén gio, vi tri &y chwa tirng thay doi.

Khi Taisuke cdm ba-16 leo xudng, Koichi mé rém dwdi ca giwong tang
con lai trong phong, bdo cdu bé mip map dang doc truyén tranh dwdi anh
den ban.

“Tsuyoshi, nhw sdng nay da k€, gio’ tao v&i Taisuke ra ngoai xiu. May
lam gi6ng moi khi gidp tao nhé.”

Clu l2é tén Tsuyoshi chép ddi mét tron. “Mudn thé nay con di dau? Lo ra
la an mang daYy.”

“Khong lién quan gi d€n may. Néu may gidp tao trét lot, Tan sau tao lai
dai may ramen.”

Tsuyoshi 1ién vui vé git dau. Lic nao c4u ta cling thém dn, d&n ndi bac
gdi & nha an phai thwong tinh cho ciu ta sud't #ddy hon moi nguoi.

Koichi m¢& ctra sO tham thinh tinh hinh bén ngoai, r'6i ngoai lai gat dau
voi Taisuke, “OK! Thoi cor day roi!”

Taisuke tho tay vio gam giwdng 16i cudn diy leo nii bang nhua ra.

L'an d4u tién Taisuke st dung né la ndm I&p Tam. Khi d6 ciu rat so, gior
thi quen r6i. Cau rong diy qua chin giwong va tha phian con lai ra ngoai
cua so.

/Koichi mang gang tay, luon day vao dung cu leo nui goi la vong s6' 8 da
gin & thét lwng r6i nhay phéc 1én cira s8.

“Anh xudng trwedc nhé.” Dirt 1¢i, Koichi thoin thodt trirot xudng trong
tw the’ mdt quay vao toa nha.

“BPinh that!” Tsuyoshi thdt Ién ddy ngwong mo.



Tao ciing siéu ldm ddy, Taisuke nghi bung va nhay 1én bé ctta s&, cich
m,ét da't khoang nim mét. Giit virtng nguyén tic han ché nhin xudng, ciu
bat dau tregt theo day, hoi vung ve. Ta't nhi€n, cdch dung vong s& 8 la
Taisuke hoc cuda anh trai.

Sau khi ti€p da't an toan, cdu vay tay v&i Tsuyoshi dang ngé theo. Ciu ta
bit dau thu day.

“Chealng bi€t Shi ra duwgrc khong.” Taisuke ban khoan.

“Yén tam di.” Koichi rdo buorc.

Hai anh em di doc toa nha dén bai d€ xe dap trong khudn vién. Shizuna
da cho sin, co bé khodc 4o cardigan bén ngoai @0 thé thao.

“Lau qua! Em lanh run nguoi r'oi nay!”

“May dén so'm that.” Taisuke néi. “Ra ki€u gi thé?”

“Em khong dung cach thd 1du nhw cac anh dau.”

“Chéc ding my nhan k& v&i Kawaguchi chir gi?” Koichi cwrdi nham
hi€m. “M¢&i 16p Bady ma da...”

Kawaguchi 1a sinh vién dén day lam tinh nguyén, phu trach viéc gac
dém.

“Cha, noi sao ta... Ma mau di thoi, lanh qua.”

Koichi va Taisuke 18y xe dap ra. Ca hai d€u do Koichi dem vé. Cau no1
12 xe cii mua bing tién lam thém, chang 10 thye hw thé nao. Quan 1y ¢o nhi
vién ciing khdng 1am to chuyén khi chwa c6 bang chirng cho thiy ciu in
cip.

P& Shizuna ng'di sau xe, Koichi bit d4u nhan ban dap.

Taisuke phong theo.

Tinh hudng nay khi€n ki rc dau don lai hién vE trong tadm tri Taisuke du
cau chang mudn. B&i thé khi nghe Koichi nhic d&n k& hoach t5i nay,
Taisuke da khong mudn di. Koichi 1i€n bdo, “Pwng tr6n tranh! C6 trén
cling chg'lng ich gi. Khong ai gidp dwoc ching ta hét. Hiy quay vé va ti bét
dau lai!”

Koichi da 1én 1&p Muoi hai, miia xuan sang nadm sé€ roi ¢6 nhi vién. Cau
n6i ¢ mdt viéc phai hoan thanh trwede ldc roi di.

Ba anh em dwng xe gan di€m dén r'di nam dai trén co.



“Mua sao bang Sw Tfl: tirc }é cac ngdi sao thuoc chom Sw T tré thanh

sao bang a?” Shizuna thac mac.
_“Khong, chiing lién quan gi d&n chom Sw T. Chi 1a chom Sw Tt tinh c&

nam & hwdng c6 sao bang thoi.”

Nghe Koichi giai thich, Shizuna th6t 1én, “Gi vay chi!”

Bau troi khdng mot gon may, khac hin dém hom A'y. Khi mit di quen
voi bong td1, ho nhén ra tinh td giang day trén cao. Va roi...

Nhu th€ bl d4p cho d&m 4c mong nidm xwa, sao bing ndi nhau bay ngang
qua nén troi t6i den. Shizuna reo 1én, “Oaaa!”

Taisuke im ling. Canh twong dep dén ndi cdu khong thd't nén 1o, the’ ma
nwrdc mét et trio ra.

“Chung ta...” Koichi néi. “Ching ta cling nhw sao bang.”

Chura hiéu y anh trai, Taisuke im ling ling nghe.

“Ctr bay vo dinh, Chealng bi€t s€ chdy rui & dau. Tuy nhién...”

Koichi hit mét hot that sau, ti€p tuc.

“Ba ching ta gin b6 chit ch& v&i nhau, Iic ndo cling c6 mdi diy rang
budc , nén khdng phai s¢’ gi hét.”
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Kim d6ng h'6 vira di€m 2 gio’, Minamida Shiho xué't hién & dau cdu thang,
nhin quanh quan va nhanh chéng nhén ra Hisanobu Takayama. C6 mim
cwoi budrce toi.

Shiho mac bd d6 mau xam nhat. Than hinh cao thon nén chi mac vay
thwong van khoe dwoc doi chan dai mién man. DAy 12 di€m khién
Takayama mé man.

“Xin 161, anh cho 1au chwa?”

“Khong, anh vira dén thoi, con chwa kip goi gi ma.”

“May qua!” Shiho c@i tdi deo vai, ng'di xudng ghé” ddi dién Takayama
r'oi dieng diy nhw chot nhé ra diéu gi. “Ching ta nén ng'di canh nhau thi
hon.”

“0, vy ha?”

“Bd&i minh s€ cuing nghe anh ta giai thich ma.”

Dirt 1011, ¢6 ng'di xudng bén Takayama mot cach ty nhién. Mui thom nhw
hoa tran ngip khoang miii anh. Shiho viy phuc vu va goi mot cdc tra stra
hoang gia, Takayama goi ca phé.

“Chon mén nao d4t hon di.” Shiho noi.

“Tai sao?”

“Du sao anh ta ciling 1a ngwoi trd tién. Anh ding ngai. Minh chiu nghe
anh ta n6i chuyén con gi.”

“ffm, nhuwng ma...”

Takayama cam thyc don xem gid. Pung 1a tra stra hoang gia ma Shiho
goi dit hon ca phé, nhing chi dit hon ¢6 hai trim yén. Loi nhd da hi
hirng... tdm 1y binh dan cda Shiho khién tim Takayama dap nhanh hon.



“Em thye sy xin 16i.” Shiho chﬁp tay. “Tw dwng lai kéo anh vao chuyén
nay.”

“Pwrng ban tAm. Lai sud't ngdn hang van thap nén anh dang phén van
chwa bié€t lam gi. Phai néi 1a vwra ding lic.”

“Anh néi vdy em cling an tam hon. Du sao thi em s¢ nha't 1a gdy phién
phtrc cho anh Takayama.”

“Em dung khach sdo.” Takayama vwon tay cam cdc, udng mdt ngum
cho d& kho ¢6. Nghe ¢6 goi tén minh, t&i gio' anh van thd'y x0n xang.

“Sao anh ta d&&n mudn thé nhi? Bt minh cho 1au qu4, la that day.” Dit
loi, Shiho 1ién “A!” mot ti€ng, dirng ddy budc sang chi€c ban cach do vai
mét, c6 mot thanh ni€n midc vest ndu dang ng 61 quay lung lai. Co vong ra
phia tredc nguoi &y, cwoi néi. “Anh, sao lai & diy? Bon em ngdi kia nay
gio’ ro1.”

“I—AIé?” Thanh nién ngodi lai, nhin thd’y Takayama lién dirng 1én. “A, xin
101. Oi1 khong, t61 so’ y qua.” Cau kep cap vao néch, tay ca phé da tay bieén
lai di sang ban Takayama va Shiho.

“Cau dén khi nao?”

“A... khoang hai mwoi phiit trieée.”

“ffm, hinh nhw ldc téi d&€n cdu da ng6i & da’y r'oi.” Takayama nh¢ lai.

“Vay a? Xin 10i vi da khong nhén ra. Toi ¢t nghi anh s& dén cing
Shiho.”

“Luc em dén anh cting c6 nhin ra dau?”

Nghe Shiho bit bé, thanh nién td ra xdu hd, “Ciing phai. Thit ngai qua.”

“Thé& nén anh m&i khong dat dwoee chi tiéu cia ngén hang daYy.”

“Pa bao dwng ndi vdy ma.” Thanh nién van dirng, 14’y danh thiép tur tdi
trong 4o vest. “Chac anh nghe Shiho k&' r'6i, day la chit thong tin vE toi.”

Danh thi€p ghi: Komiya Yasushi, Phong Kinh doanh, Ngan hang Sankyo
chi nhanh Nihonbashi.

Takayama c6 md tai khodn & Ngan hang Sankyo. Chéc Shiho nhé ra nén
md&i nhd d&n anh. C6 k& rang dan anh thdi dai hoc dang gip khé khin do
khong hoan thanh chi ti€u, nén mong anh gitp do'.

“Cam on anh 14m! Anh di gitp t6i rat nhiéu.” Yasushi ctdi dau lia lia.



“Anh ng'di xudng cdi di. Ping néi chuyén dé gy chd y.” Shiho nhic.

“A, vay toi1 xin phép.” Cudi cung Yasushi cling ngdi xudng.

Thanh ni€n nay mang bd dang dién hinh cia nhan vién ngan hang. T6c ré
ngdi vira vin, chai chudt gon gang. Kinh gong vang khong qua thoi trang,
mau ca-vat ciing don diéu. Ngwoi khong cao 14m, nhuwng khi ng'6i lai ¢é
cam gidc ri't cao, ¢6 1€ 1a nho’ ng'6i thang lwng.

Thay Yasushi chirng chac, Takayama ciing an tam hon. Anh khong gidi
giao ti€p voi nguoi la.

“Anh, em van chwa néi chi tiét véi anh 4y du. That ra em cling chua
hi€u 14m, mong anh gidi thich cin k&.”

“A, tit nhién r'6i. Vay toi sé giai thich cho hai ngudi nhé.” Yasushi mé
cap 18y mot to gidy, dat tredc mét Takayama va Shiho. “Téi xin gidi thiéu
Ve trai phi€u d6-la do Cong ty Tai chinh Chau Au phat hanh. Thoi han
khoang hai ndm va 1ai sua't hang nam la 4,3% tinh bang d6-la My.”

“Tic 1a trong hai ndam khong th€ hiy hgp dong a?”” Shiho hoi.

“Huy thi hiy dwgc, nhwng ti€én gd'c khong dam bao. Vi cong ty tai chinh
dung tién khach giri dau tw vao cac kénh khac nhau d€ thu lgii nhuan ma,
von dau tu phap phi dé gy ra thua 16. Nén em cit doii dén ngay ddo han thi
gdc va lai déu dam bao.”

“Cong ty tai chinh anh n6i dd’y ¢6 6n khong? S€ khong pha san chir?”
Shiho ngo viee hoi.

“Trén doi lam gi ¢6 cong ty ndo chéc chén khong pha sén.” Yasushi ddp
va mé sO tay, “Um... C6 bang x&p hang cho cong ty dang nay...”

Theo Yasushi, Moody’s x&€p n6 vao hang Aaa, con S&P x&p vao AAA.
Takayama khong hi€u ciu néi gi, nhuwng cong ty d6 xem chwng dang tin
cay.

Shiho héi thém vai cau nira. Yasushi can than giai dap tirng cau mot. Du
la dan anh, song cau khong hé td vé bé trén, néi nang voi Shiho ra't khach
sdo lich sw. Thai d6 chan thanh &y khi€n Takayama cé cam tinh, tw nhl gwri
gdm cho ngudi nay ciing yén tim. That ra khi nghe ho trao ddi vé san pham
dang dwo'c moi chao, Takayama cling khong hi€u mo té ra sao, b&i anh mu
tit tai chinh.

“Anh a! Anh tha’y thé¢ nao ? Em nghi la 6n dd’y.” Shiho hdi Takayama.
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“Ciling dwgc. Tuy em quyét.” Takayama tra 1oi. Cau “Tuy em quyét”
khién anh rung dong vi cam giac nhw minh da xem Shiho 1a ban doi.

“Anh bdo t&1i thieu 1a 2 tricu yén ding khong?” Shiho héi lai.

“Puwoc thé anh s€ ra't bi€t on.”

“Em ndi qua dién thoai roi, em chi c¢6 500 nghin yén, con lai anh &Yy tra
cling dwoe che?”

“Tat nhién! Nhwng chi mot nguoi ding tén thoi.”

“Vay dung tén anh 8y di.”

“U’ Tuy nhién hé&t han hai nam, g&c va lai s€ dwgrc giri cd vao tai khoan
anh Takayama. Khong sao ch*?” Yasushi nhin Takayama va Shiho d€ xac
nhan.

“Khong sao hét.” Shiho dap ngay. “Poan sau bon em ty lo li€u. Chuwa
bi€t Iic d6 thé nao. C6 khi toan bo tién ciia em déu chuyén sang tai khoan
anh Takayama r'6i &y chi.”

Nghe vdy, Takayama th&y ngwoi néng bung 1€n, bt gidc nhin Shiho.
Trong cd van than nhién nhw th€ phat ngén vira r'oi chang phai chuyén gi
quan trong. C6 con nhin anh nhw tim ki€m sy dong thuin, “Anh nhi?”

“Um.” Giong anh hoi khan di.

“Anh xin 16i! Chiing ta ki hgp dong tai diy ludon dwoc khong?” Yasushi
18’y trong cdp ra du loai gidy to.

bau tién 1a ki va déng da'u hop dong, ti€p theo la ki va dong da'u gidy
rit von. D&n muc dién s tién, Takayama bong ngang 1én, “Hay d€ toi chi
hét duworc khong?”

“Y anh 12 sa0?”

“T6i s& chuyéh 2 triéu yén ludn, cho do ric rdi.” Anh nhin sang bén
canh. Shiho ciling dang dién gid'y rit von voi s6 tién 500 nghin yén.

“Khong van d€ gi, nhwng...” Yasushi nhin Shiho.

“Khong dwge!” Shiho kién quy€t phan d6i. “Em khdng mudn anh
Takayama ganh hét! Em da ra ré anh &%y, nén em ciing sé bd tién.”

“Nhung...”

C6 lac dau, “Em khong chap nhan! Thit ra em mudn gép mot nia co’.”

Takayama cwoi kho, thé dai dap, “Anh hié€u roi. Em budng that day.”
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“Em mudn sdng phang trong chuyén tién bac thoi.” Dt 161, co lai dién
gidy tiep.

bién xong, Takayama va Shiho dwa sd ti€t ki€m cho Yasushi. Yasushi ki
vao gid'y bién nhan r'oi trd lai cho hai nguoi.

“Cho téi khodng hai mwoi phit nhé? Toi s€ lam thd tuc ngay.” Yasushi
Oom cdp ding lén.

“Anh di can than.” Shiho nhe nhang vay tay.

Yasushi di vé phia cau thang, dwgc ma’y buwde da quay lai. Cau dy ndy
nhin Takayama, “T61 quén ma't mot vi€c quan trong. HOm nay anh c6 mang
thé bao hiém khong?”

“Thé bao hi€m y t&€ nhi? C6 &y c6 dan nén t6i mang theo diy.” Takayama
18y thé trong tdi 4o khodc dua ra.

“Anh a, sao lai can cdi nay?” Shiho bat man hai.

“Anh xin 10i, gan diy thl tuc red'm ra hon, nén...”

Sau khi Yasushi roii di, Shiho goi thém ly nwédc cam, “Anh mudn udng gi
nwra khong?”

“Khong can du, anh van con ca phé.”

“Em thuc sy xin 101, ti dung lai nho’ anh viée vo 1y nhw vy...”

“C6 gi dau, anh hi€u ma. Anh thd'y kha hay dd’y chit. D€ tién nhan rbi thi
phi lam.”

“Cam on anh.” Shiho mim cuoi.

DU m¢&i quen biét chwra ddy mét thang, nhung qua viéc h6m nay,
Takayama cam thay khoang cach do6i bén da thu hep dang k&. Ta't nhién con
qud sé'm d€ cau hdn, chi 12 trec gidc mach bao, cit d nay chic chéin anh s&
thda nguyén.

Nguweoi dep nhwe vdy sé thanh vor minh. .. Takayama ngdy nguedi ngim
Shiho dang udng nwdc cam bén canh. Chi thé th6i da da khién anh hanh
phuc roi.

“Sao anh?” Nhan ra 4nh mét Takayama, Shiho chép chép mat.

“A khong, khdng c6 gi.” Takayama nhin di chd khdc, anh von chaalng phai
ki€u nguoi c6 the leo 180 may cAu “Anh say ddm em ma't roi.”



Yasushi quay lai, tran 1Am tA'm m'd hoi, “Xin 16i vi bt hai ngudi cho 14u.
Trwdc tién, tdi xin phép tra so ti€t kiém, hai ngwoi ki€m tra lai nhé.” Cau
12’y hai cudn s0 ra khéi cip, dat tred’c méat Takayama va Shiho.

Takayama cam sO xem, qua nhién da hut 1,5 tri€u yén.

“Con day la thé bdo hi€m. Cam on anh nhiéu 1dm! Trong vong mot tuan
trai phi€u s€ dwgc givi d€n, c6 van dé gi cir lién lac v&i toi a.” Yasushi lich
su dan.

“Anh dat chi ti€u chwa?” Shiho hai.

Yasushi mim cwoi nhe nhdm, gat dau dap, “T4at nhién r'6i. Chan thanh
cam on hai nguoi.”

“L’an sau dwng ciu vién bon em nira nhé.”

“Ngai qua! Anh nha't dinh s€ dén dap x&ng dang.” Yasushi ¢cAm bién lai
trén ban, dirng day. “Thoi, tdi xin phép. Hom nay tdi biét on nhiéu 14m!
Mong hai ngwoi ti€p tuc ung hé Ngan hang Sankyo.”

Yasushi gdp nguwoi lia lia va roi di.

Takayama mim cwoi doi theo, r'oi nhan xét, “Cau ta ¢6 vé hién lanh
nhi?”

“B&i vy méi khong hoan thanh chi tiéu da’y. Nghe néi anh &y khong
ban theo ki€u ép budc dwgrc.” Nhin dong h'6 deo tay, Shizuna ra chiéu
hoang hot. “Thoi chét! Pa gior nay r'oi 4! Em phai di day.”

“Em trén viéc a?”

“Sép c6 cudc hop. Anh Takayama ctt thong tha nhé.”

“Thoi, anh cting di lu6n.”

Hisanobu Takayama bét taxi trwéc quan ci phé. Tién anh xong Shiho
ma&i ca't bwedre. Khong l1au sau, dién thoai trong tdi ¢d d6 chudng.

“Alo?”

“Quy khach cdm tha’y thé¢" nao?”

“Tuyét! No problem.” C6 dap va nhin quanh.

Ariake Taisuke dirng bén kia nga tw v&i b vest nau, kinh gong vang,
dong by dien hinh cda nhan vién ngan hang.

“MOot thang tri€u ruedi bo. Chglng béo b& teo nao!”

“Biét sao gior. Chi thi ctia anh Ko ma! Em dinh 18y n6't nira triéu kia.”



“May sé lam dwore thodi. Thang kia mé may nhw di€u do roi.”
“Ta’t nhi€én! Anh nghi em la ai?”
Taisuke né nu cwoi xa'u xa, “Thoi, ndi chuyén sau nhé.”

“Vang.” Dut 1o, Shizuna ctip mdy va khé vAy tay véi Taisuke.

Taisuke xuong ga Monzen—Nakacho thuQc tuyén tau dién ngam Tozai. bi
bd doc theo dwong Kasaibashi mot doan, ciu ré vao chung co mau xam
trede dai 1y xe hoi. Chung cw khd cii, thoi budi nay roi van chua dworc
trang bi khoa ty dong.

Taisuke leo thang b 1én tang ba, dirng chin & ciin 305. Phia trén ctra gin
den LED to c& hat gao. Sau khi chéc chin dén dang tit, Taisuke m&i 13y
chia khéa. N&u deén sdng thi phai roi di ngay, ddy 1a quy tic Koichi dit ra
khi gin den. B&i tin hidu dé ¢ong nghia v&i viéc bén trong c6 nguwrdi phuc
kich. Khéng chi canh sat ma rad't nhiéu nguwoi khac cling dang truy ling ho.

Cin ho chi ¢c6 mot phong nhwng rong rai thoai mai, ké hai giwvong don
van ddm bao khong gian cho Koichi 1am viéc. Tuy nhién, & diy khong c6
cac ndi tha't can thiét cho ho gia dinh binh thwong nhw ban én, sofa.

Koichi dang ng'6i & ban mdy tinh. Anh vdn s’ néng nén & nha thwong
chi mic 4o ba 19.

“Xem chirng thuén loii nhi?” Koichi ¢4t ti€ng, mit vin ddn vao man hinh
may tinh.

“Shi bao anh r6i a?” Taisuke c&i 4o khodc, thao ca-vat va ng6i xuéng
girong.

“Um, n6 tat qua Koishikawa xong md&i dén day.”

“Koishikawa?” Taisuke héi roi gat dau. “Tay thay gido kia 4?7~

“Hén mudn thdo luan vé chuyén du lich nén goi né d&n gan truong.
Théay ba gi ma mat nét! Giai lao gitra gio’ cling tranh thd goi cho con gai
nha nguoi ta.”

“Chuyén di sudi nwdc néng ma hém tredre Shi néi a?”

“Chdc vay.”



“Anh dinh dé'né di?”

“Ta’t nhi€n la khong!” Koichi xoay gh€’lai, nhat phong bi bén canh ném
cho Taisuke.

Taisuke m@ ra xem. Bén trong dung trdi phi€u do-la My ménh gia 2 tri€u
do Hisanobu Takayama ding té€n s¢ hiru. T4t nhién day chi 1a @6 gia.

“Tha’y anh si€u chwa?!” Koichi cwoi ty man.

“Du van nhrr moi khi, nhwng khAm phuc anh ghé! Ai nghi diy 1a d'0 gia
chi”

“Tuan sau nh& givi qua buru dién nhw thwong 1€ nhé.”

“Vay la hai ndm t&i chdng ta ¢6 th€ yén tdm nhi?”

“Mong th&". Chi s’ Takayama can ti€n dot xua't.”

“Tai khoan ctia anh ta con hon 5 triéu yén, v&i lai nghe néi anh ta con
cac khoan tién gwri khac. Néu khong gap chuyén gi nghiém trong, anh ta s€
khong chon cach phién phirc nhw hiy hop d6ng dau.”

“Chéc th&". Ma chinh vi vy ching ta m&i nhim vao anh ta.” Ng'di trén
gh€’, Koichi dudi ngwdi viron vai, d6i vai tran nSi co’ bip cudn cuon.

Ké hoach trdi phiéu do-la dung d€ by Hisanobu Takayama 1a mot trong
nhttng phi vu ho thich nha't. Khong c¢in ép budc ma van moi dwoe tién, va
ra’t 1au sau d6i phwong m&i nhan ra minh bj Iwa.

Nhuwoc dieém cta k& hoach nay la khdng ki€m dwoc nhi€u tién. Hién nay,
ngan hang quy dinh phéi chirng minh chinh chi néu mudn rit tw 2 triéu yén
tré 1€n. D6i khi rat dwdi 2 triéu cling can xud't trinh gidy to d€ chirng minh
than phan, nén ho m&i mwon thé bao hieém y t€ cua Takayama. Tuy nhién,
chi v&i thé @6 thi khé ma rit dwoe hon 2 triéu yén, do trén thé khong cé
anh.

Chinh vi th&, Shizuna m&i kién quyét tee chdi khi Takayama dé nghi
thanh todn toan bd s ti€n. Taisuke ti€c nudi nghi, gia ma luit xac minh
danh tinh chwa ra doi, ho s€ moi hét 5 triéu yén chr dau chi ding & 2 triéu!

“Nhan ti€n, da d&€n lic ndp quy khoan doanh thu quy gia.” Taisuke kéo
cap lai.

Cau rdt phong bi ngén hang, dat tred'c mat Koichi va thd mét hoi dai.
Nhwrng ldc thé nay, cau ludn ram ran ty hao.



Koichi li€c vao trong phong bi, gat gu, “Niwra tri€u yén con lai phai trong
cdy vao dieén xua't ctia Shi roi.”

“Shi bdo s& c6 cach. N6 tir tin 1dm, con hdi ‘Anh nghi em 1 ai’ co.”
Taisuke nh¢ lai cudc dién thoai voi Shizuna.

“Khong sao dau. Con bé sé lam dworc thoi.” Koichi cwoi.

Ba anh em da chi€m ctia Takayama 1,5 triéu yén, nhung van c6 the' 18y
thém ntra tri\éu yén nra. Viéc nay khong qua kho, chi can Shizuna bao
Takayama rang “Em can ti€n gdp, anh trd em ntra tri€u yén nhé.” Takayama
dau tw 1,5 triéu yén nhung nhan dwoee trdi phi€u tri gid 2 tri€u yén nén han
s€ yén tam dwa 500 nghin yén cho Shizuna. Tat nhién, v&i diéu kién la lic
&y anh ta chwa nhan ra day la tro lwa dao.

Toan bd k& hoach tac chi€n déu do Koichi soan ra, va Taisuke phai cong
nhin 1a hay.

“Anh dang lam gi?” Taisuke vura thay d6 vira hoi.

“Thu thap thong tin vé d61 twong ti€p theo.” Koichi quay lai véi man
hinh may tinh.

“Anh chon do1 teong chwa?”

“Twong do1ro1.”

“Ti€p theo la ai? Bac si a?”

“Khong phai bac si! Théi, doi Shi tdi r'oi anh ndéi mot the.”

“Du lam gi thi cling 1a dai gia nhi?”

“T4't nhién. Chiing ta nhim vao bon thira tién thoi.”

“Em s€ dong vai gi? Lai nhan vién ngan hang a?”

“Khong, khong choi chiéu &y nira. May s€ 1a nha budén déa quy.”

“Nha budn da quy? L'an dau em dong vai nay!”

“Nghién ctru cho ki vao. Phai du ngwei ta mua vién kim cwong 10 triéu
yén co’ day.”

“That?!”

“Kich ban thi gior m&i viét, nhung anh dinh choi mét van 1om.”

Taisuke da'm tay p/héi vao long ban tay trdi, deng 1én. Cau m¢ ti lanh 18y
mot lon bia roi bat ndp.



“10 triéu a? Phai d6'c hét strc thoi.” Dt 101, cu udng bia.

Ho bt dau hanh ngheé Itra ddo tir ba niim truede, khi Shizuna vira roi khdi
6 nhi vién da dinh b4y kinh doanh chirng chi.

Lic 8y, Koichi dang lam trong mdt cong ty thi€t k& nho. Cong viéc nay
do dan anh ¢ treong day ngh€ ma Koichi theo hoc sau khi t&'t nghi€p cap
ba gidi thiéu. Taisuke d6i chd 1am xoanh xoach, thwong goi lam nghé tw
do, nghe thi thoai mai nhwng that ra chaalng bén chat on dinh gi ca.

Hai anh em s0'ng cuing nhau, vé sau Shizuna cling chuyén t&i. C6 lam
viéc tai mot quan an gia dinh, thu nhap khong du d€’ & riéng.

MO0t ngay no, Shizuna dang mua @6 thi mot phu nix khoang ba mwoi tuoi,
dn van chin chu lai gan bdo, “Em ri't phi hop v&i hinh miu 1y twdng cla
chi, nén chi khong kim dwo'c ma dén bit chuyén v&i em.” Co ta xin ba
muoi phit vi ¢ chuyén mudn néi va ra Shizuna vao quan ca phé.

Nguwoi phu nir ty nhén la chuyén gia tw van tham my. Mot trong nhirng
cong viéc ctia chj 12 gidi thiéu chuyén gia lam dep xui't sic cho cdc thaim
my vién trén thé&” gidi. Vi vay chi dang tim ki€m nhén lyc cho vi tri nay.
Theo chj ta, nhan lyc xud't sic 1a nhitng c6 gdi tré dep, bdi chuyén gia 1am
dep ma xau thi khach hang khé 1ong tin vao tham my vién dwoc. Loi giai
thich qua ra't thuy€t phuc.

Shizuna da tin sdi c6. C6 nghi lam chuyén gia tham my nghe ciing hay.
Hon ntra, vi dwgc khen xinh nén ¢6 thd’y lang lang. Tuy nhién, ba chi kia
bdo khong th€ vao tham my vién lam ngay dwoc. Truedc hét, Shizuna phai
18y chitng chi chuyén gia bang c4ch tham gia khéa hoc qua video va gido
trinh. Sau khi Shizuna thi dd, chi ta sé gi¢i thiéu cho ¢d v s& co hoi viéc
lam. Ca b0 gido trinh ¢6 gid gan 300 nghin yén. Khi &y, Shizuna khong tra
noi nén danh di vay tién.

Shizuna gid'u bi€n viéc nay v&i Koichi va Taisuke. Khdng phai cd s¢ an
méng, ma do ngay tho nghi ring s& 4m tham thi 13y chitng chi d€ tao bit
ngo’ cho hai anh.

Van dé 1a ba anh em s6ng cung mot phong, viéc gidu gido trinh qua la
qué kho. Taisuke thi thoi, chir Koichi ra't nhay bén. Shizuna lam sao gidu



dwoc. Qua nhién Koichi nhanh chong phat hién sy viéc. Hon nira, anh con
1ap tirc nhan ra chan twdong dang sau ma’y cudn gido trinh.

“Em bj Itra r'6i.” Anh binh tinh gidi thich vé chiéu tro kinh doanh chirng
chi. Ching ban gido trinh v&i gid r't cao va gwi tai liéu dang hoang trong
mot, hai thang dau. Sau d6 ngwoi mua khong sao lién lac dwoe voi chiing
ntra. T4t nhién, gidi thiéu cong viéc cling chi 1a nham nhi.

/Thoat dau Shizuna chi nghi don gian la tro tré con ctia minh bi Koichi
bdt bai, nhwng cang nghe c6 cang tdi méat, nhan ra minh da sip bay.

“Em phai huy hop dong va doi lai tién.”

Koichi lic d4u, “Vo ich thoi. H&t thdi han hily hop dong ro6i.”

“Vay em dén d6n canh sat bdo minh bj Iwra.”

“Canh sat chaamg gitip dwore gi dau. Dén trung tAm hd tre’ ngwdi tiéu diing
thi may ra con duogrce ti€p.”

“Puoc, em s€ dén.”

“Dep di, chi tO phi thoi gian. Trung tAim hd tro' ngwdi tiéu diing ma
khong lién lac dwgc v&i ching thi gidi quyét kieu gi?”

Shizuna sép khéc d&n noti, c6 0 ril hdi, “Lam sao diy? Ch:ing 1€ danh
chiu?”

“Chiu la chiu th&" nao?!” Taisuke phan bac. “Tai sao? Tai sao phai chiu?
Anh khong thdy cay a?”

“May im di!”

“Im sao ndi? Ba tram ngan da’y! Nao phai khoan tién nhd! Sao Shi lai
phéi trd no’ vi chuyén vo 1y nhw vay?!”

“May 1m mdm qu4!”

“Em khong twr bd dau! Khong the hi€u noi!”

Koichi géi dau, thé dai nhin Taisuke, “Tt bo gi? Anh néi thé bao gio.”

“Nhung...”

“N6i chung chi can 127y lai ba trdm ngan la dwore chir gi?”

“Véng, nhung anh néi ¢ nhw hét cach roéi, nén...”

“Khé ma 12y lai tién tr chd bon chiing. LA’y dworc cling ri't tdn cong.”

“Thé phai 18y tw dau?”



Koichi htr miii, nhin hai em. “Hai dra bi€t cau ‘tién khong tw sinh ra
cling khong ti ma't di, né chi chuyén twr tdi nguoi nay sang tdi ngwoi khac’
chtr? Tién khong ding yén mot chd ma qua tay ra't nhiéu ngwoi. Tién cla
Shizuna da vao tay chiing, ta 14’y lai & chd khéc 1a xong.”

“Chd khac 13 chd nao?” Taisuke thic mic.

Koichi nh&ch mép cuwoi, “Cha, chd nao nhi?”

Sau d6, y twdng do Koichi dé xua't khi€n Taisuke va Shizuna phai 4
khau. Anh mudn b4y nguwdi khdc bang chiéu tro y chang, kinh doanh chirng
chi!

“Trén doi nay, khong biét Itra ngwoi thi s€ bi ngwoi lira. Nhin ddm chinh
tri gia v&i quan chirc ma xem, rat mot 1d lwa dan d€ vét day tdi riéng. Dan
biét dwore s& ndi ddy chic? Toan bd cudc da’y thdi. Tém lai, thing nao gidi
thing d6 thang. N&u bj k& khac Itra, ta phai ltra lai. K& bj ta Itra khong
mudn bj thiét thi di ma lwa Itra ngwoi khac.”

“Gidng tro Old Maid &y ha?”

Nghe Taisuke héi, Koichi gat dau dap, “Chinh xac.”

Koichi yéu cau Shizuna tdi hién chi ti€t tinh huéng ldc bi ltra. Anh phan
tich that ki, viét kich ban r'éi bat Shizuna va Taisuke tap luyén khong biét
bao nhiéu [an. SO gido trinh Shizuna da mua, Koichi dem dén van phong
thi€t k& dong gai lai nhw madi. Ti€p theo la ra phd tim ki€m muc tiéu. D&i
twong phai 1a nhirng ¢6 gdi tré kha ty tin vE ngoai hinh, khong bang long
v&i cude song hién tai va 6m ndi ba't an mo h'd cho twong lai. Tém lai 1a
giong Shizuna ldc bj lwra.

Taisuke cho rang chon tip ngwdi 6n hoa s& dé ddi phé hon, Shizuna phan
ddi ngay. “Nguwoi tw nghi 12 minh kién dinh mdi dé bj Ivra.”

“Nhuw Shi ha?”

“Ping!” Shizuna gat dau v&i vé cay ca.

Hai anh em nhim vio c6 gdi tré dang mua sim tai trung tAim thwong mai
Yurakucho. Qua cach chon my pham, ho dodn c¢6 ta ra't quan tdm dén viéc
lam dep. Shizuna bét chuyén va ri c¢o gdi vao quan ca phé. Tan dung kinh
nghiém bi Itra ctia minh, ¢6 da khi€n c6 ta xi€u long. Lién d6 Taisuke xud't
hién v&i tdi gid'y dwng gido trinh, “Gido trinh nay ra't khan hi€m, ching t6i
chi con ding mo6t bo. Néu hom nay ¢6 dang ki, tdi s€ giao n6 cho ¢6 ludn.”



Pay ddng 1a ciu chot ha. Co gai 1ap tiee ki hgp dong. Taisuke va Shizuna
dan co ta d&n vin phong cho vay niing 14i d€ vay ngay 300 nghin yén. Co
gai khong may may nghi ngo, nhan gido trinh Taisuke dwa r'6i vui vé ra veé.

Vai ngay sau, ké lwra ddo guri ti€p gido trinh cho Shizuna v&i noi dung SO’
sai hon han gido trinh thdng trirdc. Ho bén chuyén ludn cho cd gdi da mic
ltra. Bidng nhw Koichi dg doan, d6 1a Tan cudi Shizuna nhén gido trinh, cho
nén khong con gi d€ gii cho ¢ gai nira.

“Nguy hi€m that! Qua nhién em di bj ltra.” Shizuna cin moi. “Néu
khong c6 anh Ko, chic em chi biét cam chiju.”

Koichi bat ngén cdi, dic thing néi, “Mién la ching ta doan k&t, may
chuyén nay chi 1a mudi.”

Taisuke dang chuan bi bira t61i thi ¢6 ti€ng m& ctra. Shizuna bwdc vao.

“Chao ca nha.” Co khit khit mdi, nhin Taisuke cwoi gwong. “Lai ca-ri a?
Anh bién ta'u chut co1?”

“Bi€n tau roi da’y. T61 nay tao na'u ca-ri rau ca.”

“Gi co’? Anh chi ném @6 thwa trong ti lanh vao théi ma bay dat. Tuan
nao anh Ko lo bira t§1, em m&i thd'y hao hirc khi d&€n day.” Shizuna ng'6i
xudng giwong, virt tdi xach va tdi gid'y sang mot bén, “A... Mét qua.”

Vin ngdi trirdc mdy tinh, Koichi xoay nguwoi vé phia ¢ va bit tréo chan,
“Tam trang tay thay gido thé' nao?”

“T4't nhién 13 khong t&. Hin goi cdi em dén ngay con gi.”

“Ban chuyén du lich ha?”

Shizuna git dau, mit fu xiu, “H&n ndi nén di sém d€kip ngim 14 dd, lai
con chuah bj sin mdt dong tai liu hudng dan du lich. Hin dinh chon quén
tro ma phong nao ciing ¢6 bon tim 16 thién.”

“Khi nao di?”

“Th Bay cta tuén thi hai thang sau.”

Koichi nhin lich dan twong, “Con ba tuan chir maYy.”



“Mau ha man thoi!” Taisuke nhe tay khudy ca-ri. “Ong thdy cAp hai nay
danh dum dworc it hon ching ta twdng. Tha 14’y do nira triéu roi cit dit
so'm cho xong. C¢ dung chiéu ban bao hi€m nhan tho nhw moi khi 1a dwoc
ma.”

Koichi khoanh tay nhin em géi, “Hién tai em thdy sao?”

Shizuna nhiu may, nghiéng dau ngdm nghi, “Khé néi Iim. Anh nhin xét
ding, hin keo kiét lai r't canh gidc. Hinh nhu hin nghi em t3 ra than thiét
hong ban bao hi€m.”

“Sy that 1a vay ma.” Koichi ceoi dép.

Song song v&i Hisanobu Takayama, ba anh em con nhim vao mdt thay
gido ddc than, 35 tudi, day khoa hoc ty nhién & treong cap hai Koishikawa.
Shizuna giip hén tai budi tiéc mai mdi h'6i thang Chin. Sau khi diéu tra cu
th&, Koichi x&p hén vao nhém C, tirc 1a ching trdng mong ki&¢m dwoc hon
1 triéu yén nhung ciing ddng d€ gai bdy. Nhom B 1a nhitng ké c6 th€ moi
hon 1 triéu yén, Takayama thuéc nhém nay. Treong hop khong dng chirng
noi mirc thu hoach td1 da thi x€p vao nhém A. Tw tred'c dén gior ho chi gép
hai do1 twong nhw vay.

“Né&u em di sudi nwrde néng cling tay thiy gido, khong chirng hin lai cho
ca dong tién.”

Nghe Shizuna néi, Taisuke 1ién cao giong, “E! Quy tdc 1a khong st dung
tro dé ma!”

“Em bi€t. Em ndi choi th6i.”

“Purng dua ki€u ay! Du bon tao gdp chuyén gi di nra...”

“... cling khong d€ em phai ban than. Biét roi, khd 1dm, néi mai!”
Shizuna st rudt xua tay.

Bi chédn hong, Taisuke nin lang, bat lyc nhin Koichi. Thd’y anh trai cham
rdi ché'p mét, gat dau nhr mudn néi “Quy tic s& khong thay ddi, dung lo,”
Taisuke m&i lai tap trung nd'u ca-ri.

Tién khong tw sinh ra cling khong t ma't di, chi chuyén tw tdi ngwoi nay
sang tdi ngwoi khac, thé nén phai tim cach de€ tién chdy vao tii minh. Pay
la khau hiéu cia ba anh em khi chinh thirc dan than vao con dwong Iwrra dao.
Tuy nhién Koichi d3 dit ngay ra vai quy tic. Mot trong s& d6 1a tuyét doi



khong loii dung than thé Shizuna. Anh bao, loai dan dng bit em gdi ban than
thi chét di cho roi.

T4t nhién Taisuke tan thanh ngay. Cau tuyén bd tha d€ cau di nga voi
mAy mu s6n son 1im tién con hon.

“Troi, khong dwge! Thé cling 1a ban than! Anh em minh khéng lam m&’y
chuyén ay! Ching ta chi dwa vao ki ndng lwra gat thdi!” Koichi qua quyét.

Lo Koichi liic &y van ving Vaalng bén tai Taisuke. Cau bi€t Koichi s€
khong d€em gdi di nghi v&i ai, nhwng Shizuna m&i ddng lo. Mdi khi k&
hoach b& tic, c¢o lai bdo “Lam bira di.” Du bit em chi néi suéng, Taisuke
van canh cdnh trong 10ng, vi chinh Shizuna con dit ra diéu khoan “Cho
phép ngwoi ta hon va cho so ngye qua Tan 40.”

Koichi khoanh tay suy nghi ndy gio, ldc nay 1én ti€ng, “Chot thoi han
nao! Phai x& 1y xong trong thang nay. Muc tiéu la bao hiém tri gia 500
nghin. Em bdo khong dat chi tiéu ctia cong ty roi khéc 16¢ v&i han xem.”

“C6 on khong day.” Shizuna nghiéng dau tram tw.

“Tri€n khai chién thut ghen tudng ntra. Taisuke, t&i lwgt may 1én san
day.”

“Choi luon!”

“Né&u van khong cin cau thi thdi. Hin chi thuoc nhém C, khong dang dau
tw nhiéu thoi gian cong strc. Ching ta con k& hoach khac 1on hon.”

“Ké& hoach 16n?” Mit Shizuna sdng btrng 1&n. Mbi I4n bét tay vao phi vu
moi, cd déu td ra hdo huec.

“Chi tiét d€ &n com xong hdng ban, kéo huwng phan qud dnh hwéng dén
tiéu héa.” Koichi so cdm day ah .

Btra tdi 1a nhiém vu ctia Koichi va Taisuke, hai nhan khau nha nay. Ho
thay phién nhau mdi ngwdi mot tuin. Shizuna thué cidn hd bén Hamacho,
Nihonbashi, sinh sdng & d6 va khong ca't gitr ba't cir thir gi lién quan t&i hai
anh. Twong tw, & ddy ciing khong ton tai bing chitng nio cho tha’y Shizuna
trng qua lai.

Hién tai, Koichi da xin nghi & van phong thi€t k&', nhwng khong bo hin
nghé ma van nhin thau phuy, b&i mang lwdi quan hé trong nganh thiét k&
ra't c6 ich cho nghé chinh.

Ngh@é chinh & day ta't nhién 1a lwra ddo!



Khi Shizuna méic biy kinh doanh chitng chi va ba anh em diing manh
khoe d€'1aYy lai s6 ti€n bi ma't, khong ai néi s€ coi day la ngh€ chinh, nhwng
16 rang chi can ho dong tam hiép lyc thi di Itra tién cling khong kho khén
gi. It nhat, mot M'n nita Taisuke cAm nhan dwoe sttec manh ctia m&i ddy gén
ket cd ba.

Ve sau, mdt sy ¢ xdy ra da khi€n ho quyét tim tdn dung ngu'on strc
manh nay. Khong thé tin dwg'c Koichi lai 1a nan nhan cua sy cd Y.

Vao buoi sang sau mot ki nghi dai, Koichi d€n van phong thi€t k& nhw
thwong 1€, nhwng van phong da trdng tron. Mdy anh ki thuét s6’, may tinh,
mdy photocopy, mdy in, bAng mau mau, myc in, gid'y, bit chi, but bi, khin
gidy, gat tan... déu bién mat, khong sét lai thir gi. A khong, vAn con mot
thit 12 chia khéa vin phong dang nim ling 18 trén bé ctra s& dd thdo rém
cudn.

Koichi k€, bay gio’ anh khdng hi€u noi chuyén gi vira xdy ra. Cling phai
thoi, Taisuke ty nha, ai cheamg hoang mang khi cong ty tw dung bdc hoi. Ta't
nhién dai dién van phong da mat tich. Va nhe mot motif quen thudc, ddm
cht no dién tiét kéo dén. Lic nay Koichi m&i biét van phong no’ rd't nhiéu
trén.

Pam chi no rdo riét thic giuc, Koichi ching biét giai thich ra sao bi
chinh anh ciing 1a nan nhan, khong chi ma't viéc ma con bi n¢ hai thing
lrong. Chwra k€ Koichi vira mua mdy anh ki thuat s& hon 400 nghin yén
theo 1&i khuyén “Nén sdm thiét bi c4 nhan” ctia s&p. TAt nhién, né ciing
khong cdanh ma bay. Chic chin tir dau 6ng chd d & muwu cudm &6 chay
trdn nén m&i du Koichi mua may anh.

Ngoai ra con ton dong mot s6 hgp dong khach hang da thanh toan trudece,
trong d6 ¢6 vai bién lai do Koichi ki nhan. Nguei ta 18y d6 lam céan ctit yéu
cau anh hoan tién.

Koichi danh hira s€ hoan thanh c6ng viéc minh ddm nhan. Anh mwon
mady moc thi€t bi cia nguoi quen trong gidi d€ lam viée, td't nhién moi chi
phi anh ty ganh vac, 18y tw s& tién ma Taisuke va Shizuna di 1am thém
ki€m duorc.



Giai quy&t moi viéc xong xudi, Koichi sut hin bon can.

“Gi¢ anh chéng tin ai hét, chi tin hai dita thoi.” Mit may hdc hac, Koichi
bdo cdc em. “Biét o théi doi ma con méic Itra, xAu hd qud di! Nha't dinh
anh s€ khong pham sai [am twong ty nwa!”

“Anh ¢6 lam gi sai dau.” Taisuke an ti. “Anh bj Itra ma. Sao phai xau
ho!”

Mit Koichi van hirng huye 1tra gian, vé mit nghiém tic hon, “Anh tirng
noi roi, trén doi chi ¢ Itra ngeoi hodc bi ngwoi lra. Bi€t thé” ma con bi lwra.
Ngu qua! Chwa k€'lai gy phién phirc cho hai dira, that khdng dang mat lam
anh. Anh ding la &0 t6i!”

Koichi cdi dau u rii, Shizuna beén dat tay 1én vai anh, “Anh Ko, hay bon
minh ciling lra nguoi di.”

Koichi ngahg dau nhin cd. Taisuke ciing nhin em géi chim chdm. C3 hai
chwa hi€u c6 mudn néi gi.

“That vo ly! Tai sao ching ta xui x€o d€n vdy? B6 me bi gi€t, ma’y anh
em phai ra dwong, tién ban nha thi bi ho hang & dau dau chi&€m ma't. Kho
khiin 1dm m&i dwoc sém t&i ¢ nhau thi bi hét ké nay dén ké khéc ltra tién.
Nuc croi! VO 1y hét siec! Anh Ko nay, trén dovi chi ¢6 di Itra hodc bi Iwa
ding khong? Bi lwa hoai thi ngu ngd'c qua. Ching ta di lva di!”

“Pi Itra 1a sao?” Taisuke hoi.

“Nhu T'an cac anh gitdp em 1487y lai s6" tién bi ltra da’y. Ching ta phdi hop
ra't to't con gi. Cr thé phat huy thoi. Ching ta sé 1ap that nhi€u phi vy, lwra
hét tién clia moi ngwoi!”

“Lam th& bay 14m, anh hai nhi?”

Koichi khong gt dau dong tinh. Anh van ba't dong, mit cii gam.

Khoang mot tuén sau, nguoi ta tim tha’y dai dién van phong thiét k&' &
ban dao Oga tinh Akita. Pa chét, nghe néi nhay lau ty t& va d€'lai di thw.
Noi dung di thr 1a: Ong ta gép von cho mot dy 4n thanh 14p cong ty cOng
nghé thong tin, dy dinh sau nay s€ phu trach bd phan thiét k& cia ho. Toan
bd tai san tinh mang d6 vao d6 ma cdng ty khong cé dau hiéu khéi dong,
ké 16i kéo dAu tw bién ma't, mic ké dng ta v&i khodn no kéch st cuing ndi
niém tuyét vong. Ong ta danh bo tr6n, song vi khong cé can dam ti€p tuc
cudc so6ng nhw vay nén tim dén cai chét.



Tin nay co I€ 1a cu hich quan trong anh hudng dé€n quyét dinh cua
Koichi. Khong lau sau d6, anh tuyén bd’, “Ching ta di lwa thoi, quyét khong
chiu kho nwra.”

Shizuna ndm chit hai tay. Taisuke gat dau. Hai nguwdi cdm thay, Koichi
ma da néi vay, thi diy han la con dwong t6t nha't danh cho ho.

“Vii khi loi hai nha't ching ta c6 14 nhan sic cia Shizuna, phai tin dung
cho t&t. Trén doi c6 hang ta dan 6ng thwra tién nhwng thi€u gdi. Mot trong
céc nguyén tic clia ching ta 1a chi nhim vao nhitng tén nay chit khong Itra
ngwoi ngheo.” Koichi néi.

Du chwa tirng ban bac, ca ba da ty phan cong lao dong tw ldc nao. Koichi
chiu trach nhiém 14p k& hoach va diéu tra doi twong, Taisuke va Shizuna la
nguwoi thye thi. Quy trinh cor ban 13, dau tién Shizuna dwa ddm dan 6ng vao
trong, sau d6 Taisuke xud't hién & bwdce ltra tién.

Trén thyc t&, sy nghiép mdi ciia ba anh em ti€n tri€n kha thuin lgi.
Shizuna khong nhitng xinh dep ma con dwoc trdi phi kha ning nim bét
tdm 1y dan 6ng. Chi trd chuyén vai ciu 12 ¢d biét doi phwong thich miu phu
nwr nao.

Vé phan Taisuke, Koichi va Shizuna nhan xét ciu la thién tai bdt chwoe.
Cau ¢6 the’héa than vao moi vai, tir ti€p thi bao hi€m, nhan vién ngin hang,
thay boéi, cau thu béng chay dén trai bao... Mdt khi cau da nhép vai thi du
nhin th& nao ngwoi ta cling khong the’ nghi cdu lam nghé gi khac.

Shizuna con bdo, “N&u anh lam dién vién, c6 khi gior da dit chan vao
Hollywood r'6i.”

Taisuke khong chic 1m. C4u chi c& dién cho khéo @& khdi vudng dwrong
hai ngwoi kia, nhwng déan da lai tim thdy ni€m vui va 1€ sdng trong cong
viéc nay. Cau hdo hitc mdi khi nghi t&i nhan vat minh sip déng. Qua trinh
tim hi€u vai dién ciing ra't thd vi. DU tredc ddy da d6i viéc nhiéu I4n, chura
bao gio’ Taisuke tdn hwdng cam gidc man nguyén dén thé’

Ba anh em an ca-ri xong, Koichi 1%y tai liéu ra va bao, “Nao, dén ldc bét
tay vao k& hoach ti€p theo.”



“Anh dwng vong vo ntra, ndi toet ra di.” Shizuna chu moi.

“Pay la myc tiéu ['an nay.” Koichi dat tai li€u 1€n ban kinh. Tap tai li€u
dinh kém anh mot ngwoi dan 6ng ching ba muwoi tudi, cam nhon, khong

A2 /. . ﬁ N .

dén murc dep trai song cling wa nhin

Shizuna nhin xét, “Ngwoi nay on hon nhiéu so véi may tén trede.”

“Pay 1a Togami Yukinari, cAu &m cta mot chudi quan #n.”

“Ta s& ga ban vién kim cwong 10 triéu yén cho han?” Taisuke hdi.

“Pung.” Koichi vui vé gat dau. “Phai ga han mua bang dwoc. Va tat
nhién la mua tang Shizuna.”

Shizuna 1i&€m mdi, bat ngén tay cdi, “Em da sén sang.”

Kawano Takeo x&p cac tdp quang cdo 1én ban ¢ nhw nhan vién kinh doanh
du lich, r'6i 18y ra mot bang bi€u voi da loai s6 lidu viét tay.

“Anh tim hieu kha ki r'6i, Hakone dwgc ddy. Anh tha’y ba khéch san nay
thuén ti€n cho viéc di lai. Ca ba déu thudc phan khic tam trung, d6 an c6
vé ngon, gid xap xi nhau. Pay, anh so sanh thit r'6i.” Takeo day bang bicu
ve phia Shizuna.

Hinh nhw Ia bang so sanh chi phi tro tai ba khach san. Ta't ca déu do
Takeo méc hau bao, dang 1y dau can dwa c6 xem. Chang 1€ han mu6én d4m
chi “Vi c0 ma t6i do'c ra ra't nhiéu tién”? Anh cik nhw vdy nén moi khong
dwoc long phy nir day, Shizuna ria tham trong bung.

T&'t nhién Shizuna khong th€ hién ra mat. C6 mim cwoi phu hoa, “Trong
déu duwoc a.”

“Vay d¢€ anh quy&t nhé?”

“Vang. Khd ndi em van chwa biét ¢6 xin nghi dwoc khong.”

Takeo sam mdt, “Hom d2’y la cu61 tuan ma...”

Shizuna ldc d4u, “Nhan vién bdn hang 1am gi ¢6 cudi tuan a. Khich cda
em ca tuan di lam, chi cu6i tudn md&i thanh thoi cho em néi chuyén théi.”

“Vay sao...” Takeo hon doi.



V&i mai téc mdng, ma x&, bung phé, trong Takeo td d&€n d6 nhin khong ra
ma&i 35 tuoi. Theo nhw Koichi tim hi€u, Takeo hoc dai hoc chuyén nganh
Hoa, ra treong lam cho mot cong ty dwore pham, khong hoa nhap dwgc nén
ntra nam 1a nghi. Hién tai Takeo dang day khoa hoc ty nhién & mot treong
cAD hai, song ching than véi ai trong tredmng, hoc sinh ciing coi hén nhu ké
1ap di.

That ra Takeo khong 14p di, chi don gidn 1a kém giao ti&p x4 hoi. Hin
cling mudn hen ho va két hon nhw bao ngwoi nén da 1én mang dang ki tham
gia tiéc mai mdi, @&n noi lai khong di can ddm d& bit chuyén véi ai. Khi
Shizuna chii dong ti&p can, thoat dau giong hén con lac di vi cing theamg,
4nh mét nhit nhat nhw ché con.

DAt mili mot ngwdi dan dng nhuw viy quéi don gidn d6i vé&i Shizuna. Sau
bira tiéc, ngay nao héin ciing nhén tin cho ¢d. C4 hai ciing di &n ba I'4n, trong
d6 c6 mot Tan di xem phim. Mdi thé thdi ma Takeo da phdn chi, tw coi
minh la ban trai ctia Shizuna.

M4y anh em dang dinh trién khai k& hoach Iwra tién thi Takeo chot ri
Shizuna di sudi nwée néng. Vi chic mam Takeo khong biét cach hen ho
nén Shizuna kha ngac nhién vé sy chii ddng nay. Qua tro chuyén maéi vo 1€,
Takeo tham gia dién dan triec tuy&n d€ tién thao luin khi gip chuyén khé
trao doi v&i ngudi quen, r'oi ai ddy trén dién dan khuyén hén ra ban gdi di
sudi nde néng d€ thit chit tinh cdm, Shizuna thAm méng diing 1a d'6 rdi
hoi bay chuyén tam phao.

Hién gio hai ngwoi dang ng'di & quén ca phé trén tang hai mot hiéu sach
16 canh ga Ikebukuro. Shizuna nh&m nhap h'dng tra va nhin ra ctra so.

Trudc clra hang tién loi ¢6 mot thanh nién méic so-mi ké ca-rd 1oe loet,
de toc dai, deo kinh gong den, tay cam tui gidy. L'an dau tha’y tao hinh nay,
Shizuna da phi cwoi, thdm nghi cir th€ dat vao Akihabara thi s€ hai hoa v&i
khung canh d&€n mirc khong th€ tin noi.

Shizuna Tan tim dién thoai trong tdi xach dwdi gam ban, vi chi ¢dn nhan
phim tit nén md mam bang tay 12 da.

Thanh nién dirng tredre ctra hang tién lgii 14p tiec ¢6 phan trng. Cau rut
di€n thoai trong tui ra xem roi cip may. Pa nhan dwgc tin hiu.

“Khi nao Yukari m¢&i dwgrc nghi?” Takeo hai.
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“P& em xem...” Shizuna nghiéng dau ngdm nghi. “Chéic em phai hoan
thanh chi ti€éu roi mai 1én lich cho viéc khac dwoc.”

“Chi tiéu nghiém ngat vay sao?”

“Tat nhién ro1.” Shizuna gat dau. “Em khong ki€m dwoc hop dong thi
cong ty thué em lam gi? Thanh tich giam stt doi chut thoi 1a bi danh vao
lwong ngay.”

“0.” Takeo van 11 Il cac cac. Hin phan tng ra't cham khi nghe dén cong
ty hay doanh nghiép. C6 1€ trong ti€m thirc Takeo ludn trdn tranh nd.
Shizuna th&’y t0i thay cho hoc sinh nao diwg'c 6ng thdy nay huwong nghiép.

“Vay anh ki hop dong la dwoe phai khdng?” Takeo vudt ngwgrc méi toc
modng ra sau, miéng lam bam.

C6 kim lai ti€ng reo “Pung roi dd’y,” Shizuna mim cwoi, “Em khong
mudén lam phién anh Takeo dau. Anh phdi t6n ti€n cho chuyé&n du lich nira
ma.”

“U, van dé 1a di vé xong, tién ti€t kiém con bao nhiéu. N&u dw da, anh
s€ giip em mot chut.”

Chdm tiéu vdy, Shizuna sdt rudt mang tham. Anh ndm ré chi phi dén
mikc ghi ra gidy cho toi xem co ma...

Von chzamg bao gio tiéu xai hoang phi, Takeo ti€t kiém dwgrc gan 10 triéu
yén. Piéu nay ciing cho tha'y hin vo ciing keo kiét. Shizuna tirng nghi hin
dé phong minh nén kh6éng chiu mua bao hi€m. Gan day cd6 moi vor 1€, don
gian 12 do hin khong mudn tiéu tién thoi.

Takeo chot nhin ra sau Shizuna. C6 cling cdm thd’y ¢6 nguoi dang tién
lai géan. Gidy ti€p theo, m6t thanh nién dén canh ban ho. Chinh la ngwoi téc
dai dirng trede ctra hang tién lgi ban nay.

“Biét ngay ma!” Thanh nién nhin c¢d chdm chim, cwdi bdo. “Pung 1a
Yukari.”

“A.” Shizuna thot 1€n “Anh Yamada...”

“Nhin béng Iwng 1a anh nhan ra ngay. Cha... Em dang lam viéc ha?”
Thanh nién twoi cweoi nhin hai nguoi.

“Khong a...”

“That w? Cud’i thang dé€n noi roi, anh twdng em dang chay chi tiéu chi.
Li¢u c6 dat khong?”



“Em dang c6 a.”

“Nay...” Takeo xen vao. “Ban em a?”

“Khong phai...”

“T6i la cteu tinh cda Yukari.” Thanh nién déap r6i quay sang cd tim sw
dong tinh, “Nhi?”

“Ciru tinh?” Takeo cau may.

“A, m, anh Yamada, bon em dang ban chuyén quan trong. Em xin 13i,
hen anh Tan sau nhé?”

“0, thé” a? C6 gi kho khin phai lién hé v&i anh ngay dd’y. Nhé chwa?”

“Vang, cam on anh”

“Hom tredre di cong vién gidi tri vui nhi? Khi nao di ti€p nhé.”

“Vang, nha't dinh r61.”

Thanh nién téc dai rovi di véi nu cweoi ranh manh. Du bi€t chan twdng cha
nhau, Shizuna van &n lanh sdng lung vi bi€u cam ay.

“A1 day?” Takeo cha't van.

“Pan anh h'6i cdp ba a. Em tinh co’ gép anh &y ngoai phd’. Bi€t em dang
phai chay chi tiéu ban bao hi€m, anh 4y ki hop d6ng tai chd ludn...”

“0...” Takeo 16 v& t&n thwong. “Hai ngwdi cuing di cong vién gidi tri
sao?”

“Em bdo mudn cdm on, anh &y li€n yéu cau em cung di cong vién giai
tri. Chi mdt Ian thoi.”

“N6i thé nay that khong phdi, nhung ciu ta hoi ki quiic da’y. Chéic 1a
otaku a!”

“Em khong rd anh &y 1am gi, dworc cdi giau 1im. N&u thanh tich thap qud
em danh nho anh &y vay.”

“Nho cau ta?” Takeo trirng mét, “Em dinh nho tén khon otaku d6?”

“Khan ca’p qua thi chi con cach &y th6i.” Shizuna lanh nhat n6i roi nhap
mot ngum hong tra.

Takeo v&i 187y tach ca phé. Tach va lach cach vao dia 16t, cho thay hén
dang ma’t binh tinh.



“Anh khong dong y! Chi vi mudn ki hgp dong ma hen ho véi cdu ta w.
Nuc cwoi!”

“Hen ho gi dau. Bon em di cong vién gidi tri thoi.”

“Nhuwng xem ra tén do6 coi em la ban géi roi.”

“Lam gi ¢6 chuyén!”

“Du sao thi anh ciing khong mudn em lam thé". Pwng tdi pham nira.”

“Chac...” Shizuna cui dau.

Takeo dat manh tach ca phé xudng ban, “Bao nhi€u?”

“Gi co?” CO ngang 1én.

“Chi tiéu ay! Em thi€u bao nhiéu?”

Nhin Takeo gian s6i mdu, Shizuna ba't gidc mudn li€m mdi. Song cd phai
cd kim nén ma ngdp ngirng mé miéng.

Qua dng nhom, Taisuke thd’y Shizuna va Takeo bwdc ra khdi hiéu sach.
Shizuna khodc tay phai Takeo, cling bang qua dwong, di vao ngan hang.

Taisuke r&i méat khdi 6ng nhom, nhin d6ng h'd deo tay. Pa hon 6 gio.
HOm nay hai anh em con mdt sy kién quan trong phai tham dy. Khong the
d&n muodn chi vi danh qué nhiéu thoi gian d€ dp sot tén thay gido cap hai
nay.

Taisuke lai gior dng nhom 1én quan sat. Thong thwong, nhitng ké ng'di &
biang ghé&” dai va nhin qua dng nhom dé khién ngwoi khac nghi ngor, nhung
chi can an mac nhw otaku thi s€ khong ai chi y d&€n nwra.

Cudi cung hai nguoi cling ra khdi ngén hang. Shizuna néi gi d6 v&i Takeo
roi bat mot chiéc taxi chay ngang qua, vay tay tam biét Takeo va Ién xe.
Takeo lvu luy€n nhin taxi lan banh.

Taisuke cling dirng day, chay ra long dwong, gio’ tay goi taxi. Lén xe la
yéu cau tai x& ché d€n Aoyama. Ping lic nay dién thoai do chudng, la



Shizuna.

“Yamada day!”

“Giao dich hoan ta't. Ba giri mot cii.”

“Ngon!” Taisuke 1dc dau. Mot cii 1a 1 triéu yén. Tén Takeo keo kiét hin
da no Iyc d€ ban géi khdi rovi vao tay otaku.

“Gio em V€ tru s& & Nihonbashi, déng géi lai xong méi dén Aoyama.”

“Um. Tao di trede kiém tra tinh hinh.”

Taisuke cip mdy, go’ kinh va téc gia, 18y chi€c gwong ra roi nhanh
chong chinh lai ki€u téc. Cau khong ¢ nhiéu thoi gian d€ dong gdi lgi nhw
Shizuna.

Vwra xu6ng Aoyama, Taisuke lao ngay vao nha vé sinh ctia cao 6'c gan
do, 18y trong tui gid'y ra tui xach dung so-mi va 4o khoac. Thay @6 xong,
Taisuke nhét chi€c do vira c¢&i, dao cu hda trang va tdi gid'y vao tii xach roi
ra khoi nha vé sinh.

Ctra tiém cau can dé€n nam trén dwong Kotto, tAm bien treo ¢ ngoai dé
chtr Baron. Taisuke dirng trén via h¢ bén kia dwong, rit dién thoai ra ap vao
tai vo nhw dang nghe. T4t nhién, mat van dan chat vao ctra Baron. Nam
thanh nt td trong d6 tuoi tir hai mwoi dé€n gitrka ba mwoi an dién dep dé I'an
lwg't bude vao. Co cap ddi nam nir, c6 nhom ban cling gidi, cling ¢6 nguoi
di mOt minh.

T&1 nay, mot bira tiéc nho sé dién ra & ddy. Va nhan vat quan trong v&i
anh em Taisuke cling tham gia.

Taisuke nhin dong h'd, da sdp 7 gior. Mot chiéc taxi dd lai, mot ngudi
dan 6ng mac do khodc da mau ndu xudng xe. Vira tha'y mat anh ta, Taisuke
1ién d6i chi€u voi tAm anh dang hién thi trén man hinh dién thoai. Pgi
ngwoi dan 6ng vao tiém, Taisuke m&i bAm nit goi.

“Vian phong K& hoach Art xin nghe.” Giong Koichi vang Ién.

“Muc tiéu da vao trong. Han khong dan theo ai, di taxi dén.”

“Ping nhw dy tinh. Khach khira thudc tang 16p nao?”

“Pu th€ loai. Con gdi di mdt minh ciing khong 16 li€u. Anh tinh sao?”

Nghe Taisuke héi, Koichi im ldng vai gidy, “Thoi, cir hanh ddng theo ké&
hoach ban dau. Shizuna di mot minh dé gay chu y. May vao cung nd.”



“Vang.”

Taisuke ctip mdy r'6i lai nhin Baron. Dot nhién ¢6 ngwdi vO vai clu tir
phia sau. Ra la Shizuna. C6 dién vdy xam v&i 4o khodc ngoai. Hinh nhw da
trang di€m lai, trong nha nhdn hon ban ndy mot chuit.

“Trang di€m thé nay on ha?”

“Anh khong hai long a?”

“Khong phai, tao s¢r chwa did quyén rii thdi.”

“K¢é dich nhin trang diém g¢i cam nhi€u dén phat chan ra roi. Nao, di
thoi, anh Kasugai.”

“Pi thoi, ¢d Saori.”

Cho dong xe co thwa bot, cd hai bang qua dwong.



M@&i nhin cha't 16ng mau dd chay tw binh gan vao ly thdy tinh, Togami
Yukinari d thay 13 reou ngon. Anh 14c nhe ly, quan st reou vang bam trén
thanh ly lang I€ treot xuéng. To'c dd va d6 bam géan gidng véi twdng twong
ctia anh. Yukinari lai 1ic ly d& ngtti miii thom r'6i nhAp mdt ngum. Rwou
dam da, c6 vi chét cia tannin , d6ng thoi van cdm nhin dworc vi ngot nhe,
qua khong t€. Anh nghi rd't hgp v&i mén bé co't 161.

“Ruou c6 xud't xir Piedmont.” C4u trai tré ¢cdm binh reeoru gidi thiéu,
chic dang hoc viéc d€1am sommelier . Chiéc no’ deo ¢d trong khdng hop
v&i cau 14m.

“O'Béc Y nhi?”

“Vang, than chai c6 dé Gran Reserva. Reserva nghia la...”

“Puoee r'oi, toi bi€t.” Yukinari gio’ tay phéi ngdn céu ta néi ti€p. Anh
khong thich nghe gidi thiéu trong lic ném rwou, vi nhw thé ra't dé tao ra
dinh kién.

Yukinari nhap thém mot ngum, ling 18 nhim mat réi twdng twong vé
btra an. Thirc khach cam tha’y thé nao néu thudng thirc reegru vang khi
hwong vi mon c6t I€t con dong trong khoang miéng? K&t hop regu cung
x0t bo ¢6 hop khong?

Reserva tirc 12 thoi gian G rirgru bt budc vé miit phép 1y. Yukinari khong
r0 ndm hay sdu nam, nhwng sao ciing dwoc, quan trong 1a hwong vi ¢é hop
voi mon an hay khong.

“Khong t€.” Yukinari dwa ra k€t luin roi dit ly 1€n ban, long lai ban
khoin va'n dé khic. D6 1a gid cd. N&u dua reeou nay vé ban & quén, chéc
gi4 phai doi 1én hon by ngan yén. Nhu vay 13 qua dit véi cic cip doi dén
an to1 trong tAm trang thoai mai.
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Yukinari 12’y sO tay trong tui, tham nghi ctr ghi lai tén rwou da, gid ca cé
the’ thwong lwong thém tiy theo s& lwgng mua.

Anh roi ban, quan sat xung quanh.

Du nhin giong tiéc dirng, ddy thwc cha't 1a mot budi né€m thir rero'u vang
Y. Trén ban bay cdc moén an cung loai regu goi y phu hop.

Khich moi da phan 1am trong nganh in udng, thi thodng con bét gip vai
grong mat noi ti€ng. Tuy nhién ciling khong it ngwoi nam ngoai hai nhém
nay. Nghe dau mdt s6” thwe moi dwoe ban da'u gia trén mang. C6 1€ ban to
chitc cho riang tha nhw viy con hon d€ ving khich nén nhim mét 1am ngo'.

Yukinari dirng lai & ban bay rworu vang tring ciing ¢4 twoi wdp
marinade . Chon loai vang tring nao chinh 12 mot trong nhirng van dé
khién anh tran tré dao gan ddy. Anh vira nhac ly thi giong mot ¢6 gdi lot
vao tai, “HOm trede cé ngwoi gidi thiéu cho tdéi mot quan com Tay ngon
1&m.”

Bi thu hit b&i cum tr gudn com Tdy, Yukinari hoi quay dau sang. Mot
d6i nam ntr dang dirng ngay bén canh. Thoat nhin anh twdng ho 1a tinh
nhan, song lai cdm thay khong giong 14m, bdi ngudi dan dng khd nhin
nhwong.

“Quén com Tay cling khong nhiéu. Tén gi vay?” Anh ta hai.

“Togami-tei a. Tén la anh nhi?”

Yukinari ba't gidc cirng ngwdi. Anh khdng ngo’ quan in c6 gdi nhic tdi lai
l1a Togami-tei.

“Anh mu6n udng thém khoéng?” Mot ¢6 phuc vu cwoi hoi.

“A, cdm on...” Yukinari chia ly rbng ra. Song tam tri anh chi tip trung
vao cudc do1 thoai bén canh.

“A, t0i nghe qua r'di. Quin niy c6 may chi nhdnh & Tokyo d’y. Toi chwra
4n bao gio’, ngon 1dm co’ 4? Hém d6 ¢6 goi mén gi?”

“Thit bd hAm. Ban di cling t6i goi hdi sin chién xu, cling tAm tic khen
ngon daYy.”

“0, d&'roi toi din ba xa di thi.”

“Khong phai phu ntt nao ciling thich quan dn 8y dau. N€u mudn dwa chi
nha di, t6i nghi anh nén héi y chij trwde.”
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Pang dinh n&€m vang tring, Yukinari bdng khung lai. Anh khong th& 1am
ngo’ tred'c nhan xét nay.

“0, vay w? Sao cd lai nghi th&?”

Nguoi dan 6ng thic méic, Yukinari ciing dong tai 1én nghe. “Mot 1o khé
no6i hét. Téi nghi néu 1a phu nir thi s€ hi€u. Ma cling c¢6 thé€ chi 1a y ki€n cha
quan cua toi thoi.”

“To mo ghé. C6 1am t6i thdy hirng thi roi daYy.”

“Hay anh ctr di mot Ian xem sao. Di r'oi sé bi€t anh a.”

“ffm, cling phai. Pworc, toi sé thu x&p thoi gian di thir xem sao.”

Thay hai ngwdi chidm rii roi di, Yukinari voi dit ly vang tring dang udng
d& 1én ban r'oi duoi theo.

Ca hai sanh bwde bén nhau, néi ceoi rom ra. Co gai cao rdo, trong qua
chi ngoai d6i mwoi. Ngwdi dan dng ciing tré, nhwng chic hon tudi hon co
gai, voc nguoi tAm thudre, todt ra tac phong cia mot nhan vién kinh doanh.

“Xin 16i...”

Nghe ti€ng goi vong theo, hai ngwoi ding chan, ngodi lai véi vé ngo’
ngac.

Yukinari steng so’. C6 gdi that xinh dep, dep hon nhi€u so v&i hinh dung
ctia anh khi nhin tir phia sau.

“A... Xin 18i vi dworng dot xen ngang. That ra toi tinh ¢ nghe dwoc cudc
ndéi chuyén vura r'oi cda hai vi.”

Hai nguoi nhin nhau, ¢6 gdi nghiéng dau bdi roi.

“Quan com Ty 4Yy...” Yukinari gidi thich. “Hai vi d3 nhic d&n Togami-
tei nhi?”

“A...” C6 géi gat dau. “Pung vy, c6 van dé gi sa0?”

“T6i mudn hoi diéu gi khi€n c¢6 khdng hai long a?”

“Sao co?”

“A, Iic ndy c6 bao khong phai phu nit nio ciing thich Togami-tei &y. Co
gidi thich cu th¢’ hon dwoc khdong?”

Luc nay, nguoi dan 6ng budc 1én tredec mot bude, “Xin 161, nhung anh 1a
ai?”



“A, t6i vO y qua. T6i nén ty gidi thiéu tred'c moi phai.” Yukinari 187y
danh thi€p tw tdi 4o khoac ra. “Pay la danh thi€p cia t6i.”

Danh thi€p ghi: Togami Yukinari, Gidm dd'c Biéu hanh, cong ty TNHH
Togami-tei.

C6 gdi mé& to mét, ngwdi dan ong cling chét ling.

“Oi khong! Téi néi linh tinh gi thé nay...” C6 g4i dwa tay che miéng.

“Troi, xin 161 anh.” Ngwoi dan ong 14p tiec d6i thai do, gip ngwoi lia lia.
“Chung t6i khéng ngo’ ngwroi cia quan an & ngay bén canh. Ching toi
khong c& tinh binh pham d4u, mong anh dirng d€ bung. That ra quy c6 day
khen d6 an cua Togami-tei rat ngon.”

Yukinari 1ic dau, “T6i khong d€ bung, ngworc lai con thay may mén &y
chtr. Tai hi€m khi dwgc nghe khach hang nhan xét thang thin. T6i chi
mudn biét suy nghi cia quy cd thdi.” Anh nhin chim chidm vio cb gii.

C6 b1 rdi ctii dau, chdp mét, “Xin 18i anh. Tdi khdng c6 ¥ gi siu xa ca.
Anh dwng ban tAm, c& coi nhw cam twdng ciia mot ¢6 gai tré thoi.”

“Cam twdng nay ra't quan trong dd’y a. Xin ¢6 noi thaalng cho to1 biet.”

“Nao nao, mong hai ngwoi binh tinh.” Ngwoi dan dng xen vao. “Quy cd
day la con gai nha khach hang ctia chuing t6i chtr khong 1am trong nganh
dich vu dn udng. T6i nghi cd &y thyc sy nho' miéng théi. Van dé nay xin
dwng lai & day nhé?”

“Khong, to1 khong hé c6 y trach moéc. To1 that long mudn nghe danh gia
cta cd ma. Mong ¢6 hi€u cho.” Yukinari gai dau.

Nhw da hi€u tdm tw ctia anh, nguoi dan 6ng bao ¢6 gai, “Co thd'y sao,
Saori? Anh &y da chan thanh dén vay, hay c6 ctr ndi ra suy nghi ciia minh
di?”

“Mong c¢6 gitp cho.” Yukinari cdi ngwoi.

“Kho xt& qua. Sao lai thanh ra thé nay...” Co thd dai. “Phai n6i ngay bay
gior a?”

“Y ¢61a...7”

“Néu duoc, toi mudn dén mot Ian nira d€ ty minh x4c nhin r'6i mdi néi
v&i anh.”

“Pén quén an cua t6i?”



Co gai gat dau, “Toi khong mudn dwa ra nhirng nhan xét thi€u trach
nhiém v&i ngeoi diéu hanh quan an. Ng6 nho v kién 4y 1a do anh hudong
ctia tAm trang nha't thoi, tdi sé gy phién phirc cho anh mat.”

“Khong sao, nhw thé nay ciing rd't ding d€ tham khao r'6i.”

“T6i khong dong y. T6i khong mudn tuy ti€n phat ngdn & day d€ mai sau
ho1 han. Toi sé thu x&p thoi gian quay lai Togami-tei. NEu an twong van
giong Tan trwdre, tdi s& nhin cho anh nhé. Gti vio email nay duwoc chir a?”
C6 nhin danh thi€p cua Yukinari.

“Vang, nhung...” Yukinari nhitng mudn nghe ngay va luon. Tuy nhién cd
chI}’a mudn, anh cling khong ép dwoc. Bén canh dé, hi€m c6 cd géi nao can
nhac nghi€ém tic dén th& chi d€ trinh bay cdm nhén c4 nhan .\Riéng 1y do
nay ciing du khi€n Yukinari mudn nghe y ki€n ctia c6 cho bang dwoce. Va
anh mudn nghe tryc ti€p chi khong phai qua email.

“Puoc roi, thda thuin the. N&u givi email, cd Saori cling dé viét ra cdm
xuc that hon.” Nguwoi dan 6ng toan két thic cudc tro chuyén.

Yukinari véi héi, “Khoan da. Khi nao c6 d&n Togami-tei?”

“T6i chwa bi€t nwra...”

“Chon dwgc ngay thi bao tdi nhé. N&u dworc, sau khi dung bwra, ¢6 ¢6 the
danh cho t6i nam muwoi phidt khéng?”

“Email khong duoc sao?”

“Xin co day!”

Yukinari lai cdi minh, va nghe ti€ng c6 thé dai.

“Thoi dwgre. Toi s€ bdo. Mong anh dwng hi vong qud. T6i khong biét
nhi€u quan an, cling chang ranh dm thyc.”

“Y kién ctia nhitng vi khach nhw vdy cang gid trj. Cdm on ¢b.”

Co6 gai cwoi kho, nhin ngwei dan 6ng di cung, “Tw dwng lai thanh thé
nay...”

“C6 sao dau. A, phéi roi. Toi quén chwa ti giGi thidu, day 1a danh thiép
cta t6i.” Ngwoi dan 6ng dwa danh thi€p cho Yukinari.

Danh thi€p ghi: Kasugai Kenichi, T6 1 Phong Kinh doanh, Cortesia
Japan tru s¢ Tokyo.



Yukinari c6 bi€t Cortesia, day la cong ty chuyén kinh doanh vang bac da
quy, “Khong lién quan d€n nganh an udng nhi?”

“T6i ndi tie dau r'd6i ma. Biét c6 ddy thich regru vang nén téi nho’ nguoi
quen trong ban t& chirc tiéc gvi thw moi.”

“Tén c6 la...” Yukinari lai nhin c6 gai.

“To1 tén Takamine, Takamine Saori.”

Saori 18y thé sinh vién trong tdi xach ra. C6 la sinh vién nam b6n ctua
mot treong dai hoc nir sinh & Kyoto, hién dang bao lwu d€ dén Tokyo trai
nghi€ém cudc song.

“That tao nha!”

“T6t nghi€p ma chwa bi€t gi veé xa hoi thi qua 1a mao hieém, anh khong
nghi th& w?” Anh mét Saori d4y th4ch thirc, xem ra tinh cdch c¢6 phAn manh
me.

“Ciing c6 ly.” Yukinari ddp. C6 gdi nay khong tuy tién phéat ngén du chi
la néu cam twdng vé quan an. Co6 1€ v&i ngwei nhw ¢d, viée danh thoi gian
tim hi€u thé& gidi trede khi bude ra xa hoi 1a diéu ta't nhién.

Sau d6, Kaori va Kasugai cung roi bira tiéc. Yukinari & lai thi reeoru tiép,
nhwng khong sao tip trung ndi. Hinh bong Saori ctr 1é'n vén trong tam tri.
Anh khong r6 1a do minh d€ tdm dén y kién cta cd vé Togami-tei, hay da bi
chinh con nguoi ¢6 thu hit.

Bira tiéc k&t thic lic 9 gio hon. Yukinari bt taxi vé nha & Meguro. Nha
nay do Masayuki bd” anh mua chirng mwoi ndm trede. Pay von 1a noi &
cta mdt gia dinh ngwoi Pirc nén cong vao cuc ki cao. Cling vi thé’ ma du
bén ngoai trong kha giong nha Nhat, bén trong lai c6 rdt it phong ki€u
truyén thong.

Masayuki dang nghe dién thoai & phong khdch. Chéc dng ciing vira vé
nén van chwa cdi vest. Qua giong diéu nghiém khéic ctia dng, Yukinari dodn
dwore ngeoi & dau day bén kia la quan 1y quéan an nao do.

“Du sao thi cling dwng tdi pham ntra! Nho ki cho t6i!” N6i xong,
Masayuki ctip may.

“Co chuyén gi vay a?” Yukinari héi.

“Khong c6 gi. Chi 1a mua nham nguyén li€u, thanh ra thi€u sud't an dinh
san thoi. C6 phdi tré con dau co chir!” Masayuki tic ludi, cdi 4o khoéc.



“Th reou vang thé nao?”

“A, con thay c6 vai loai khong t€, nhwng khong loai nao thye sy dac
sdc.”

Masayuki cudi nhat, “Thoi, anh cit cAn nhic cho ki. B&' ciing tirng dau
dau vi may chuyén nay roi.”

“Con s& khong bét chudc by.”

“Ta’'t nhién. Quan dn ctia anh ma, tdt ca do anh chiju trach nhi€ém va quyét
dinh.”

“Con hi€u!” Yukinari roi phong khach 1én cau thang. Phong ctia anh &
tang hai.

Anh sip tiép quin mot quan An m&i ctia Togami-tei. Dja di€m da c6, thi
cong dang xtc tién. Mdi ngay anh déu nghi vé né va ban ron chuan bi du
moi viéc. Nguyén vong 1on nha't cia anh 1a bi€n né thanh quan dn mang
phong céch ri€ng. Ta't nhi€n, n€u khong lam khéach hang hai long thi ta't cd
déu vO nghia.

Hinh bong Takamine Saori lai thodng qua tdm tri. Anh thwc s¢ mudn noi
chuyén voi c6 ngay bay gio.

Chinh gitra chi€c nhin dinh mdt vién dd chéi loi, bao quanh 12 cdc vién dd
nho trong sudt x€p khit nhau.

Taisuke chép chép mét, “Pep dit! O dau ra vay anh?!”

Koichi ¢cAm nhin bﬁng dau ngon tay, ceoi ranh méanh, “Anh 18y dao cu
chup anh ra ché&’lai thoi. Nhin ki€u gi cling thdy gidng that, ding khong?”

“Em muwon xem thie.” Taisuke nhan chi€c nhan va quan sat ti mi.

Vi T'4n nay phai vao vai ngwoi kinh doanh da quy, gan day Taisuke lu6n
chi y tim hi€u nhirng kién thirc lién quan. Dic biét, cdu kha ranh vé
Cortesia Japan, noi Kasugai Kenichi dang 1am viéc. Nhan dinh hon cua
cong ty c6 mot di€m dac biét, d6 1a chw C trong Cortesia sé xua't hién & dau
do trén d€ dinh kim cwong.

Miit bén d& chiéc nhin Taisuke dang ¢Am ciing trang tri bang chir C va
chir C nguoc. Pay la ki€u thi€t k& chinh thong.



“Ché4c mang céi nay di ltra dwoc da’y.” Taisuke cAm kinh ldp 1én soi
nhan.

“Udy, anh Tai ra dang phét! Nhin y hét tay buon da quy chuyén nghiép
luon.” Shizuna & bén tréu choc.

“Pa4 cubic zirconia diy ma!” Taisuke noi.

“T4at nhién r'6i.” Koichi bat cwei. “Kim cwong that ma'y triéu yén co.
Nhwng may nhin ra né la gia a? Kha da’y!”

Taisuke rori mét khdi kinh 1dp, “Bé ngoai thi y dic kim cwong, nhin bang
kinh lip m&i tha’y dwong cit khd tho. Hon nita, mau tia séng qua ddm. R
la @6 nhan tao.”

“O!1” Koichi va Shizuna nhin nhau.

“Em nghi th&".” Taisuke trd nhin cho Koichi. “Tiéc 12 em khong chic
14m. Em chuwra thd’y kim cwong that bao gio nén chang bigt doi chiéu kiéu
gi.”

“That vong qua di! Ma thoi, danh chju vay!” Koichi can than cat lai
nhin vao hop roi 14’y hdp khéc ra. Anh mé ndp, xoay vé phia Taisuke. “C4i
nay thi sao?”

Trong hop ciing 1a nhan, nhwng nhin nay dinh day diic dd nho thay vi
mot vién da lomn.

“La sdn pham mdi cha Cortesia!” Taisuke trd 1o ngay. “Van chwa ban tai
Nhat.”

“Chor den ghé that. M&i d6 ma d6 doém da ngdm xué't hién trén thi
trrong. Anh tim dwoc & Okachimachi day. Ho bao ngwoi tinh y nhin qua la
bi€t hang gia ngay, con dan nghié€p dw khong phan biét ndi dau.”

“Em chiu. Em m&i xem hinh thoi ma.”

“Pwa em xem v&i.” Shizuna & bén chia tay ra. Vira ¢cAm nhén, c0 lién
deo ngay vao ngén 4p tt. Chi€c nhan sdng 14 ldnh dwdi 4nh dén huynh
quang. “Dé thwong qui! Em thich 1dm.”

“Anh da chinh c¢& nhan theo ngén tay Shi. Sm mudn gi ciing thanh @0
ctia em, dwng lo, nhwng deo trong nha théi, deng mang ra ngoai.”

Shizuna lién biu méi, thdo nhan, “Gi cht! Chan that!”

“Anh dinh ban cho Yukinari a?” Taisuke hoi.



“Chuén! C4i gén vién kim crong to by ltic ndy 6.5 triéu, chi€c nhan thiét
k& nay 3,5 tri€u, vi chi 10 tri¢u. C6 the thém vai s6"1é cho hop 1y hon.”

“Sé khong bj phat hién 1a gia ch?”

“Phu thudc vao kha nang cua hai dira thoéi. Chi ¢an du Yukinari mua r'oi
ting ngay cho Shizuna, hin s& khong c6 cor hdi ki€m tra ki chiéc nhin,
khong bao gio.”

“Yukinari... khong ranh d4 quy ch?” Shizuna lo 1ing.

Koichi ¢cdm to gid'y trén ban 1én.

“Togami Yukinari, 28 tuoi, tot nghiép Khoa Kinh t& Pai hoc Keimei. Ra
treong 1am viée tai quan in cta bd. Sap quan 1y qudn riéng & Kichijoji. S&
thich 1a nghe nhac, di bd leo nii, ciu ca. Thoi dai hoc tirng tham gia ciu lac
b0 xe dap. Chwa & riéng bao gio. Mau xe wa chudng 1a Legacy Touring
Wagon. Nghé si yéu thich: khong c6, ding hon 1a gan nhw mu tit vé gidi
giai trf. Nhan hang yéu thich: khong c6. Thuwdng cit téc & tiém g4n nha,
chwa tirng nhudm téc. Ong bo 12 Togami Masayuki, chil s& hitu chudi quan
com Tay Togami-tei, hién s& httu bon chi nhanh & Tokyo, mot &
Yokohama va mdt & Osaka. Phat dat kha nhanh trong mwoi nam qua. Dy
ki€n s&€ m¢ chi nhanh méi, do Yukinari toan quyén phu trach. Nha Togami
& Meguro, nhwng hinh nhw treé'c day ho s6ng & Yokohama.”

Koichi doc 1ién mot mach r'6i nhin Taisuke va Shizuna, “Hai dira thd’y
sao? HO so khong d€ cip dén viéc Yukinari ranh d4 quy. Theo nguon tin
chuwra ki€m ching, trudre gior hin chi cé6 mot ban gdi, da chia tay tir thoi dai
hoc. Yukinari khong ma’y dinh déng dé&n ntr gi¢i, néi dé nghe 1a do tinh tinh
cha't phéc, n6i khé nghe 1a do vung vEé. Yukinari s€ khong nghi ngo chiéc
nhin d4u. Anh néi roi, thanh bai phu thudc vao kha ning dién xua't clia hai
dua.”

Taisuke nhan to gid’y ctia Koichi va doc lai. Qua nhién khoéng c6 gi dang
lo. Dong thoi ciu cling kham phuc Koichi vi ¢6 th€ diéu tra chi ti€t dé€n thé’
chi trong thoi gian ngén. L'An nao ciing vy, kha ning thu thip thong tin tai
tinh ctia Koichi luén gdy an twong manh cho ciu.

D61 teong Ian nay do Koichi phat hién khi tra tron vao mot bura tiéc doc
than. Togami Yukinari nam mo cling khong ngo trong dam dan 6ng tu tap
nham tim ban gai lai c6 ké lra ddo d€n san moi.



Koichi k&, viéc Yukinari roi vao tdm ngim chi 12 ngiu nhién. Biét
Yukinari kinh doanh chudi qudn com TAy, Koichi bt d4u quan tAm dén con
ngwoi nay. Sau khi tinh co’ nghe 10m dwore vai chuyén, anh tin day 1a do'i
teong thich hop nha't cho phi vu ti€p theo.

Koichi x&p Yukinari vao nhdm A. N6i cach khéc, n€u k& hoach sudn sé,
moén hoi thu dwoe sé cuc ki 1on.

“T6i nay da’y nhé. Shi ty tin ch?” Koichi hoi.

Anh dang nhic d&n 1&1i hen ctia Shizuna va Yukinari hom thit rweoru. C6o s&
dung btra tai Togami-tei chi nhdnh Hiroo r'di gdp anh ta.

“Ta’t nhién! C6 chién lwgc dang hoang ro1 ma.” Shizuna ty tin dap.

“Co’ ma sudn sé that. Khong ngo Yukinari d& cén cau the’. K& hoach cia
anh hai lic nao cling hoan hao!”

“Cong nhan. Vira thA miéng mdi tén Togami-tei, hin da dép chit 14y
lam em nhin cwoi mudn ndi thwong.”

Nghe Taisuke va Shizune nhan xét, Koichi gat dau man nguyén, “Chinh
vi thy Yukinari qua chuyén tim v&i nha hang, anh m&i nham vao han.
Theo mdt nghia nao d6, cé theé ndi hién tai Yukinari khong quan tam dén
dan ba, chi tam tAm niém ni€ém quan 1y cho t6t quan an sap dworc giao pho,
nén s€ mudn nghe bat ki nhan xét nao vé Togami-tei. Ta't nhién hdn s€ sap
bay hai dira thoi. K&t qua nay tam thoi chwa lién quan dén sirc hadp dan clia
Shi.”

“Huy, dau long ghe!”

“Anh n6i 1a tam thoi ma! Tw gio nho vao Shi dd’y, nhat dinh em phai
cwa do han.”

“Ctr d€ em! Em bit mach dworc hin r6i.” Nghe Koichi khich twdng,
Shizuna cang thém suc soi1 ¥ chi.

“T6t! Anh tin & Shi.” Koichi lai ng'6i vao gh€’, nghiém tdc nhin cac em.
“Anh ¢6 chuyén mu6n néi voi hai dira. Xong vu nay, ching ta s€ rira tay
gac ki€m. Togami Yukinari 1a muc ti€u cudi cung.”

Taisuke 14p tirc mé to mat.

“Anh Ko, y anh 1a sa0?” Shizuna cting hoang mang.

“Khong hiéu ti€ng me dé a?! Cudm dwore tién ctia Togami Yukinari roi,
chiing ta s€ bd ngh€é nay, khong di Itra ddo ntra.” Koichi chdm rai no6i.



“Sao lai th&?” Taisuke héi.

Koichi thé dai, “Pau the' ltra ddo mai dwgec. Sm mudn gi may voi
Shizuna cling phai deng v¢ ga ch'ong va xay to &m. B&i thé€’, cdi ta quy
chinh cang so'm cang tdt.”

“Pot ngot qua... Shi nhi?” Taisuke tim ki€m sy dong tinh.

Shizuna ciling gat dau, “bung di’y a. Sao lai quy€t dinh vdi vang the'.
Khé khiin 14m ching ta m&i thuan loi nhw bay gior.”

Koichi lic d4u, “Khong dot ngdt dau. Anh cin nhic 1au roi. N&u cit tiép
tuc, mot ngay kia ching ta s€ gdp nguy hi€m. Ai biét khi nao va & dau
ching ta dot nhi€én cham trdn nan nhan. Pung nhw Shi néi, ching ta dang
ra’t thudn lgii, nhwng quan trong la bi€t rut lui ding lic. Anh quyé€t roi,
khong th€ thay doi. Pay la phi vu cudi cing.”

Xem chwrng Koichi da ha quy€t tim. Nhirng lic thé nay, ai khuyén can gi
cling vo dung. Hon ntra, Taisuke va Shizuna hiéu ra't r, quyét dinh cta
Koichi luon ludn chinh xac.

“Anh da néi vay thi ci vay di.” Taisuke dap.

“Con Shi?”

“Em cling dong y.”

“Puore, day 1a vu cudi! C6 nhi€u tién r'oi, ching ta mé mot quan nhod &
dau d6 nhé.” Koichi mim cuwoi.

Hon 6 gio’ re@i, Yukinari buedc vao Togami-tei chi nhanh Hiroo. Quan ra't
dong khach. Nhin thdy khach quen ng6i & quay thu ngan, Yukinari nhd
giong chao héi lic di qua, trong s& dé c6 cap vo chdong gia thang nao cling
dén mot Tan k& twr khi khai trirong. Sau vai ciu tdn giu, anh tiép tuc di vao.
C4c ban hau nhw da kin khéch.

Takamine Saori ngdi & ban nhd st twong, dang udng tra, chic da dung
btra xong.

Yukinari quay ra quay xem bién lai. Anh mudn bi€t cd goi mon gi.

Ki€m tra roi, anh lai ti€n vé chd Saori. C6 nhan ra, ngang dau 1én. Nhin
khu6n mat twoi cuoi cia ¢6, Yukinari chgt khyng lai, trdi tim rung dong.



Chinh anh cting khong r0 tai sao.

“C0 goi mén ¢4t 1€t a7 Anh hai.

“Vang. Ratngon a.”

“May qud. T6i ng6i day dwgc chix?” Anh chi vao gh& ddi dién. Nghe ¢6
ddp “Vang, mo&i anh,” Yukinari m&i ng'di xudng. Anh vay phuc vu lai va
y€u cau mot tach ca phé.

“Khong ngo’ ¢6 dé€n mdt minh. T6i cr dinh ninh ¢6 di cling ban.”

“T61 cung dinh th€”. Ti€c 1a ban t61 c¢6 viec dot xud't, nén...”

“Ra vay. C6 doi sang ngay khac ciling dwgc ma?”

“To6i nghi d&€n phwong dn nay roi. Hiém ndi da hen anh tdi nay, so thay
doi lai phién cho anh...”

Yukinari 1§c dau qudy qudy, “Lam gi ¢6. Péu tai toi nai ni c6 ma. Oi,
thye swr ra't xin 16i vi da khign c6 lo 14ng chuyén khong dau.”

“Anh dung ban tdm, to6i khdng ngai di &n mdt minh.” Saori mim cwoi
udng tra.

Phuc vy da mang ca phé t&i. Sau khi nhdp mdt ngum, Yukinari ng'6i
thang lwng va nhin co.

“Vay, gior cd c6 th€ cho t6i bi€t quan chiing tdi con thi€u sét gi khong?”

Nghe viy, Saori vdi xua tay, “Chwa dén mirc goi la thi€u sét. C6 1€ nguoi
khac khong d€’y, chi 1a t6i hoi 1an ca'n thoi. N€u anh coi trong qua, tdi xau
ho 14m.”

“T6i vn mudn nghe d& tham khdo. Xin ¢t néi thing cho t0i biét.”
Yukinari ddt hai tay lén dau goi.

Saori do dy trong chdc 1at roi gt dau nhw da ha quy€t tam, “Thoi dworc.
Vay t6i xin man phép néi thang. T6i ban tam vé quay thu ngan.”

“Quay thu ngan c6 van dé gi sao?”

“Pa phan nguoi ng'6i & do 1a khach quen. Ho tro chuyén véi nhén vién,
tao nén bau khong khi vui vé nhw mot gia dinh.”

“Vay thi sao?”

“Céc quan #n & Phdp hay Y ciing c¢6 khach quen, nhung t6i hi€m khi
thd’y canh nay. Ngwoi ta khong x€p chd ng6i & quay thu ngin.”

“Y ¢6 1a khong nén x&p chd ng'di & d6?”



Saori l4c d4u, “Khong. Y t6i 1 nhitng ngwdi dén Man dau sé thay hoi
khé chiu. Cam gidc nhw minh bi coi la ngwoi ngoai cude ay.”

“C6 ca nghi r'o6i. Puing 14 so v&i quan dn Phdp hay Y, ti 1& khach quen c6
the’ cao hon, nhwng day ciing 1a thé¢’ manh cua quén an kieu Tay. D&n thém
vai Ian, ¢6 s€ quen v&i bau khong khi nay thoi.”

Co6 nghiéng dau nghi ngoi, “Chi vi mdt bira an ma phai quen v&i bau
khong khi ctia quan an, anh khong thay la sao?”

“Vay w? Nhung...” Yukinari chot cuedi gwong. “Xin 10i ¢d. To6i héi xin
loi khuyén réi lai bac bd n6, dén bé tay ludn.”

“Xin 16i n&u 16’ 1am anh ma't vui. D sao ciing chi 13 y kién clia mot tay
mo, anh dung d€ bung.”

“Khong, toi s& can nhic. T6i chwa bao gior nghi t&i van dé nay.” Yukinari
1y sG tay trong tii ra, ghi rang Xem lai cdch tiép khdch quen.

“Ma nay...” Saori bd sung, “D6 an thyc sy ra't ngon daYy.”

“Céam on cd.”

Saori nhiin vai mim cwoi. Nhin ny ceoi &y, Yukinari lai thd’y tim minh
dap manh.

Quan sat phan (rng ctia Togami Yukinari, Shizuna cdm thady ¢6 da lam cha
dwore tinh hinh. Qua nhién anh ta khong chi that tha, hét long v&i cong viéce,
ma con chfmg bi€t nhiéu vé th6i mwu mo6 xdo quyét cua phu ntr. Yukinari
ndm mo ciing khdng ngd c¢d gi Takamine Saori dang nghiém tidc trinh bay
suy nghi lai tim cdch du anh ta vao biy.

Khong sao dau, sé thudn lg:i thoi, Shizuna ty dong vién. R4t hi€m khi c6
phai lam th¢".

That ra, Shizuna mo’ h'6 cam thd’y Tan nay hoi khac moi Ian, ban than c6
cling khong rd nguyén nhan. Néu budc phai néi, dwong nhw cdm giac toi 10i
dang lan tda trong I'6ng ngwc. Khong phai cam gidc nay chwa tirng xuat
hién, nhung c6 ludn dé dang day né ra khdi dau, bdi niém tin ké bi lira mdi
c6 16i ldc ndo ciing chién thing.



Song t&1 nay hoi khac. N&u moi khi Shizuna luoén & thé trén va xem
thwong doi phwong, thi ngege lai hom nay ¢6 ¢6 cam gidc nhw bj ai theo
doi.

Chéng 18 van @é ndm & quén in. Tt ldc bude vao, Shizuna da thd'y bon
ch'én v6 c¢& nhw bj ai g6 vao canh cira cii ki trong géc khud't tim h'on. Tuy
nhién c6 khong thay khé chiu, thdm chi con v tinh budng 1dng canh giic.
Diéu nay khién c6 bd1i ro1.

Vi day la qudn com Tay chdng, Shizuna nghi. Khong gian rOng va sang
trong hon han Ariake ctia b6 me khi xwa, nhwng bau khong khi ro rang cé
di€m twong d6ng. BAu khdng khi &y dwa c6 V€ vai 4u tho, voi nhirng ndm
thang h'én nhién chwa tirng nghi dé€n viéc Itra loc ngwoi khéc.

“Co chuyén gi sao?” Yukinari héi, vé hoii bon ch'on.

“A, khong c6 gi a.” Shizuna lic dau.

“C0 con nhan xét nao nira khong? Gi ciing dwoc. Co cir thodi mai néu
quan di€m. Nhitng ¥ ki€n khong bi anh hudng bdi dinh ki€n hay kién thirc
chuy&n mon ra't quy gia v&i ching t6i.” Giong Yukinari van nhiét tinh nhuw
cu.

Shizuna dét tach tra xuéng, nhin quanh va néi, “Con mét di€m ntra a.”

“Piém gi?” Yukinari nhoai ngwoi téi, to mo hai.

“La chd ng'6i bén trong, ban niy t6i mai d€y.”

“Bén trong?”

o khong gian tach bi€t phia trong cung k€ bdn cai ban. Khach ng61 do
dwong nhu déu la cip doi.

“Anh séng hoi khdc nhi?” Shizuna néi.

Yukinari gat dau, “Khu vygc dé duore thi€t k&' riéng cho cac vi khach
mudn dung btra mot cach yén binh v&i nguoi ho coi trong. Thwong la cac
cdp doi. Chung tdi gidm sang cho thém phian kin ddo than mat.” N6i doan,
anh nhin Shizuna. “C6 gi khong on sao?”

“Y twdng khd hay, chi 1a géc chidu sang chwa tot.”

“Goc chi€u sdng?” Yukinari kinh ngac, lai nhin vao bén trong.

“Vi trong khong gian t61, anh sang manh chi€u ttr mot hwdng sé tao bong
do trén mit ho, trong khong dep cho 14m.”



“O, that sao?”

“V1{ du, trong béng t&i ma roi dén pin tir dwdi cdm 1én, trong s& ra't ddng
s¢’ dung khong? L&y vi du cho r0 thi chinh 1a nhu vay.”

“Ra th&”. T6i chwa tirng nghi t&i. Nhwng ban than ho 1am sao bié€t mat
minh trong thé' nao?”

“Khi nhin ngwoi di dién, ho sé ty hinh dung ra ban than trong anh den.
Phuy ntr ra't d€ y d€n cdm nhén bén ngoai vé minh ma.”

Yukinari 1ac dau than phuc, “PAay 1a diéu ma dan dng khong nghi d&n. Co
lai cho t6i thém mot nhan xét ¢6 gia tri. Cam on ¢6.” Yukinari ghi vao so
tay, roi lai nhin bén trong, “C6 1€ ngoai chi nhanh mdi, toi phai xem xét
van dé chi€u sang & ca cac chi nhanh khac.”

“Chi nhanh m&i?”

“That ra, ching t6i s&p mé chi nhdnh mé&i & Azabu Juban. T6i phu trach
moi viéc ti khau chuan bj khai trerong dé€n diéu hanh hoat dong, nén gan
day luon dau dau nghi xem phdi lam nhung gi. Vi vay t6i rit mudn nghe y
ki€n cda cd.”

bung nhw Koichi di€u tra, Shizuna git gu ty nhu.

“Qi that a? Vay thi con gi bing!”

“Pay 1a co’ hdi hi€m ¢ nén t6i mubn tao ra khac biét ddc ddo so voi cac
qudn dang c6. N6i thi d&, lam mé&i khé.”

“Anh mu6n mot quan an thé¢’ nao?”

Mt Yukinari lién sdng 1én nhw th€ anh chi cho cAu hdi nay.

“N6i ngan gon, tdi mudn né 1a noi khach hang c¢6 thé thodi méi chuyén
trd. Theo t6i, cdc chi nhanh Togami-tei tredc gior qua ki€u cach, khong
khuyén khich ngudi ta giao lwu. On 20 13 khdng nén, nhung tdn giu trong
bira #n thi phai c6 chit. Ai d&y c6 th€ cho rang chuyén trd vui vé hay khong
la viéc cua khach, nhung theo t6i, né con phu thude vao cach bai tri quan an
va thai do phuc vu ctia nhan vién.”

Nhin Yukinari cudi d&16 ham riing trdng tinh, Shizuna chot nghi, chic
anh ta chwa ting ti€p xtc v&i ac y an sdu trong long nguoi. M6t con boc
d'ong trdi ddy, thoi thic cd mé mét cho cdu Am nay vé nhan loai xd'u xa d¢
anh ta phai that vong. Mat khac, cd lai ghen ti v&i sy trong sang ctia anh.



“That ra...” Yukinari néi ti€p, thai dd ctr nhw hoc sinh ti€u hoc vira nghi
ra tro nghich nggm mai. “Tdi mudn duing mét moén lam di€m nhan.”

“Mo6n gi a?”

“Pédla...” Anh ta thi thim. “Com bo bam.”

“Ha?” Shizuna tron mét kinh ngac. “Com bd bim &y a?”

Yukinari git d4u céi rup, “TAt nhién khong chi c¢é vay. Thuc don 14p sén
sé bit ddu v&i cdc mon thit, cd, va két thic bang com bo bam. Cac mo6n 1€n
tredc déu duoce thié€t k& dwa trén tién dé d6. Va trong di€m la d€ khach
hang thuwdng thirtc com bo bam mdt cach thdoa man hét mirc ¢ the.”

“Chac ngon lam day, chi s¢’ no qua!”

“Khau phan teng mén déu dwoc diéu chinh d€ phu ni ¢6 thé€ thwdng
thirc tron ven btra an.”

“Anh ty tin v€ com bo bam nhi?”

Nghe Shizuna néi, Yukinari thu cam lai, hoi won ngue ra chiéu ty hao,
“Quan ching t6i dwgc nhir hom nay 1a nho com bo bam. Vi nhiéu nguoi
thich n6, lwong khach méi tang dan 1€n.”

“Bi€t vay to1 da goi com bo bam.”

Yukinari mim cudi 1dc dau, “Tiéc 1a com bo bim clia chi nhanh nay
khong phéi chinh g&'c. Mdi [An m& quan mdi, bo toi déu yéu ciu quan ly
phai ty tao ra mon com bo bam cua riéng minh. Ong khong ti€t 16 cong
thirc gd'c voi ngay ca cap dwdi. N6i cach khac, tuy goi chung 1a com bo
bam cta Togami-tei, nhwng c¢6 nhi€u phién ban lam.”

“O chi nhanh sap khai treong cling 1a com bo bim méi a?”

“Khong, Tan nay sé gitr hwong vi nguyén ban.” Yukinari tuyén bg’. “Toi
mudn quay vé di€m xud't phat va ban com bo bam ctia ngwoi sang 1ap
Togami-tei. T6i da thuyét phuc b6’, mai gan ddy b6 moi dong y.”

“B6 anh cho cong thirc a?”

“T6i hdi xin ma, va tén ra’t nhiéu cong strc mdi tdi tao dwore hwong vi
gbc. A, thit ra t6i sdp t6 chirc budi n€m com bo bam. C6 tham dy nhé, néu
tien. To1 ra’'t hi vong c6 sé dén.”

“To1 w? To1 dén ciing dwore a?”



“T6i moi cd ma. Y kién cta cb con gid trj hon ctia chuyén gia 4m thuec.
Khong, phdi néi l1a tdi ra't mudn nghe cd nhan xét.”

Th&’y Yukinari nhiét tinh moi moc, Shizuna cwoi thdm. Vira hay ¢6 dang
tim c& d€ gdp anh Tan nira. Budi né€m thi com bo bam ciling khong té, chi
can thao luan v&i Koichi, anh s€ nghi ho Shizuna loi binh pham mang dang
da’p tay mo’ nhung lai khi€n chuyén gia phai stng sdt. Y ki€n khdch dén
lan dau dé thay kho chiu vi bau khong khi do khdch quen tqo ra, ciing 13 do
Koichi mach nwoec.

“Oi, mudn the nay roi w?” Yukinari nhin dong h'6 deo tay va thdt én.
“Xin 101 vi da giw c6 1au qua. Ti€p theo cd c¢6 ban gi khong?”

“Khong, t6i khdng ban gi.” Shizuna mong ngdng anh ta ngd 1oi movi.

“That sao? May ghé.”

Nhwng dwong nhw Yukinari khong hé ¢6 y dinh d@6. Shizuna danh ¢cam
tui xach 1én.

“Thoi... to1 xin phép di thanh toédn...”

“Sao th& dweee.” Yukinari dwa tay phai ra ngan can. “HOom nay t6i moi co
t&i, sao dam bit ¢d tra tién. Cir d€ tdi dai bira nay.”

“Nhung...”

“Co6 da dwa ra cdc dong gbp hét sirc quy bau, vay la da roi. Xin cd dung
ban tam chuyén tién nong.”

Yukinari néi bing giong dit khoat 1am ngwdi ta khong phan bac noi.
Cha't giong &y khi€n Shizuna cam thady dang tin cdy. C6 tham nghi cé 1€
anh ta khong han 1a cong tr bot.

“Vay thi... cam on anh.” Shizuna cudi minh.

Co6 rovi khdi ban, Yukinari 1ién di theo nhw d€ tién co.

QuAy thu ngin van con khach. Ho dang cliing uéng rweou ra't ndo nhiét.
“C6 1€ cd n6i ding.” Yukinari ci't ti€ng khi da ra khoi quan an va cho
thang mdy. “Viéc khach quen qué noi bat qua khong hay. Nhung dau the' vi

thé¢’ma ngd lo ho. Pung la bai toan kho.”

“Anh ding ban tim qua.”

“Khong, hi€m c6 co hdi xdy deng quén an tir dau, to6i khong mudn lam
qua loa.”



Yukinari dit loi ding ldc ctra thang mdy mé. MOt ngwoi dan ong toc
bac, mac vest xdm bwdc ra. Nhin thd’y Yukinari, 6ng ta ding lai, “Anh dén
day lam gi?”

“Con b6? Td1 nay b6’ di Yokohama ma?”

Nghe thé’, Shizuna giat minh nhin chim chdm vao ngwdi dan 6ng.
Togami Masayuki?

“K€& hoach thay doi. Con anh, lam gi & day?” N6i doan, Masayuki liéc
sang Shizuna.

“Con mu6n nghe nhén xét cua c6 ay. Ngwoi con gip ¢ budi thir regu ma
hém treede con k€ day.”

“A, ra th&.” Masayuki gt ddu. “Cam on cd di dén... Vay, y kién caa cd
bé 1a?”

“Con s€ n6i bd nghe sau. Ra't htru ich a.”

“That sao? Tt qua.”

Masayuki cwoi voi Shizuna. C6 cam nhén dwore sy bao dung trong nu
cwoi ciia ong.

“Thdi, toi xin phép.”

“PE tdi dwa cd xudng.” Yukinari d€ nghi.

“Toi day duoce roi a. Cam on anh vi bira an.” Shizuna buwdc vao thang
may.

Ra khdi tda nha, di bd mot quing ngan thi dién thoai d& chudng.

“O'lan d61 dién.”

Giong Taisuke vang 1€n. Shizuna nhin quanh, va thd'y mdt xe van mau
xanh d4u bén kia dwong, Taisuke dang ng'6i bén trong. Shizuna sang
dwong, ng'di vio ghé phu. T ddy trong ra, chéch dang trede bén phai
chinh la toa nha not Togami-tei toa lac.

“Sao ro6i?” Taisuke hoi.

“Ciing tam tam. Chéc khong d¢€lai 4n twong xau dau.”

“Nhung khong hen ho sau btra t&1 nhi. Anh hai bdo né€u c6 hen, tao phai
bam theo quan sat tinh hinh. Con mang ca dung cu héa trang, gio’ vo ich

A * 99

Irol1.



Shizuna cau may, “Hén citng nhic 1dm. Em ma khong din dét, con lau
han m&i chiu cha dong.”

Taisuke cwoi khiing khuc, “C6 vé thé that.”

“Bon em da hen gap lai, anh dung lo.”

“Kha day.” Taisuke dang dinh khéi dong xe thi khyng lai. “O, hén ra
kia.”

Yukinari ra khdi toa nha, theo sau 1a Masayuki. Chic ho da xong viéc.
Hai nguoi goi taxi va roi di.

“Cha con ho :[éi that! Lam an phat dat, ki€m dworc bon tién.” Shizuna doi
theo taxi, ti'm tac cam than r'oi quay sang Taisuke, khong ngo’ lai thd’y mat
ciu cting dor, mét ngé trirng trirng, bd dang nghiém tic chwa tirng ¢é. “Anh
sao the?”

“Nguwdi kia... Nguwoi di ddng sau, 12 b Yukinari?” Taisuke hon hén hoi.

“Vang, thi sao?”

“La ké d6!” Taisuke 1am bam.

“Ha?”

“Pém hom ay... Pém bd me bi giét, ké di ra tir cira hau nha minh. ..
chinh la ké dé!”



Nghe Taisuke k€&, Koichi thd’y mat minh ctng lai.

“Chéc chir? May ddm khaamg dinh khong?” Anh gin giong, nhin em trai.

“Em khong... Nhung gidng 1dm. Em nghi 1a 130 ta.”

“Nght thi ich gi!”

“C6 céch nao x4ac minh dau... Em chi bi€t n6i 1a giong thoi.” Taisuke
ngdi trén giwong, dan chit hai tay, mit rirc chdy nhw mudn truyén dat hét
suy nghi trong long.

Koichi nhé lai mwoi b6n nim truedre. Taisuke séc dén ndi cAm nin vi cdi
chét cia bd me, ty dung lai thd't ra mot cAu ma dén gio' Koichi van nhé
nhw in, “Anh hai, em cé nhin thd’y. Em nhin tha’y ké da glet bG me.” Anh
mét Taisuke bay gio y hét khi 4y. Ciim phin cling &n nin &t hin dang sOng
day trong tdm kham cau.

Koichi nhin Shizuna. C6 ng'6i bét dwdi da't, lwng twra vao thanh giwong.
Nhw moi khi thi Shizuna s€ 1€n ti€ng dau ti€n, cho anh bi€t vé€ tinh hinh
hanh dong, khong ngo t6i nay vwra vE toi, lai 1a Taisuke mégt mii tai nhot
m¢ 1oi, “Em nhin thay ké h'6i d6.”

Koichi ditng diy, mé ti quan 4o, 16i ra mdt hop carton nhd. Anh mé nép
hép, bén trong la tai liéu day cOp, chira dung céac thong tin lién quan dén an
mang cta bd me, phan Ién déu thu thap trén bdo. Suy cho cing, ngu6n tai
liéu ma tré con ki€m dworc cling c6 han.

Koichi mé& mét trang bao, dwa cho em géi, “Shi, nhin ki xem, giong
Masayuki khong?”

Bai bdo ding birc chan dung dwoc vé lai theo miéu ta chia Taisuke.

Shizuna nhin chim cham vao bitc v& roi hoi nghiéng dau ngdm nghi,
“Cung c6 nét giong... Nheng khong hoan toan.”



Taisuke ng'61 canh cui xudng li€c chan dung, bdi rd1 gai dau, “Lic Ay
em con hoang loan. Hon ntra, d6 1a Tan dau ti€n em mo6 ta chan dung nén
khong giai thich r6 dwore. That ra em mudn v€ khudén mat nhw Masayuki
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Koichi dong tap tai liéu va ngdi xuéng ghé’, “Nhi€u nam qua r'oi, ki trc
ctia may thay doi thi sao?”

“Lam gi c6! Tin em di! Em hdi han 1dm, bét gip hung thit ma khong 1am
gi dwgre. C6 chét em cling khong quén noi ban mat &y. Chét ciing khong!
Khoéng ngay niao em khong nghi t&i, thAm chi ndm mo’ con tha’y. Cho nén,
ki &c cia em khong hé thay d6i! Khong heé!”

Nhin vao mét ciu em dang rdo riét giai thich, Koichi khdng n& nghi ngo
thém. Tim anh dau nhéi mdi khi nghi d&€n gdnh ning tAm 1y ma Taisuke
phai chju tw tdi'm bé khi nhin thay mat ké gi€t chét b6  me.

Koichi khoanh tay, “Gidng thoi thi lam dworc gi.”

“Em khong nghi 1a tring hop dau. B6 me ting mé quan com Tay.
Masayuki ciing dang kinh doanh quan com Tay. Bi€t dau lao ta va bd c6
li€n quan trong cong viéc?”

Koichi gat dau. Nghe c6 1y 18m.

“P¢€ anh diéu tra thw...”

“Piéu tra ki€u gi a?” Shizuna hdi.

“Anh s€ nghi cach. Tém lai cr giao viéc nay cho anh. Phat hién dworc gi
s€ bdo hai dira.”

Shizuna ling 1& gat d4u, nhwng Taisuke dwong nhw chra bang 1ong.

“Sao the¢ Taisuke? C6 y ki€n gi?”

“Khong, ma...”

“Nghi gi mau néi toet ra! Chéng gidng may chut nao.”

“Em chi nghi, phai chiang hai ngwoi khong tin em?”

“Tai sao?”

“Lao ta ¢6 th€'1a hung thi, 1a ké sat hai bd” me ddy. Sao hai ngwoi binh
tinh th&? Pang 1€ phai chodng vang, phai kich dong hon chr?” Taisuke dau
moi.



Koichi thé dai, “Anh hi€u cam gidc cua may. Pau phai anh khong
chodng vang. N&u Masayuki thyc sy 1a ké may da nhin thd’y thi ba't ngo’
qua &y. Van @€ la chwa ¢6 bang chirng. Anh ghét cam giac thap thdm vi
chuyén nay 1im. Ching ta toan hi vong ri lai thdt vong diy thoi.”

“Piing vy, anh Tai.” Shizuna tham gia. “Tim dwoc bing chirng r'o6i hing
phan khéi. Em khong mudn phai tha't vong ntra, nha't 1a vé chuyén nay...”
Nghe hai ngwoi néi, Taisuke ttr bAt man chuyén dan sang ba't lwc, cudi
cung ciu khé gat dau, “Em hi€u r'6i. Chi minh em nhin thdy hung thi. Em

no6i giong thé nao di ntra cling khong th€ chirng minh.”

“Purng tré con th&! Anh da bao s€ diéu tra ma. Quay lai viéc chinh, tinh
hinh t&i nay ra sao? Thuén lgi chx?”” Koichi nhin cac em.

“Pdéng gbp cua anh Ko ra't hiéu qua.” Shizuna dap. “Yukinari kha d€ tam
dén van dé khach quen. Khi em nhic d&n chuyén chiéu sang, hdn suy nghi
nghiém tiic 1dm.”

“B0o cong anh tim hi€u trede. Con cude hen Tan sau?”

“Xong ludn! Hin moi em d&n budi ném thik com bo bim.”

“Com bo bam? C6 ca buoi n€m thi kieu ay a?”

“Yukinari din em nhat dinh phai d&n. Xem chirng hin khong gidi tdn
gai, Tan t&i em s€ chi dong tan cong.”

Trong Shizuna pha'n chdn, Koichi tin twdng gat dau, dong thoi cling d€
y th&’y Taisuke dam chiéu nghi ngo.

Hai ngay sau, Koichi di Yokohama.

Ra khdi ga Sakuragicho, anh di vé phia Nam, doc theo con dwong day
hang in. Ngay trirde ciy cau bac qua sdong Oka cé mot quén giai khat tén
Cay Ngwa. Nhin tir bén ngoai, quan gidng nha 1am bang cic khiic g, trong
quén ciing st dung ra't nhiéu go tw nhién.

Ap quay 12 chiéc ban cao dai 1am bang g tAm xé& doc than cay. Koichi
ngdi vio, goi mot tach ci phé. Quan c6 mdi minh anh 1a khach. Ong chu
rau ram nhuwng h6i dau thuan thyc pha ca phé cho anh.



“Qudn minh mé bao 1au r6i chii?” Koichi bét chuyén trong khi nhAm
nhdp ca phé.

“Hai mwoi 1am ndm.” Khong hi€u sao 6ng chu lai ha giong. “Cii ki hét
roi. Pung chd no ciing ¢4n stra, khd ndi tién dau cor chiz.”

“LAu nim phét chd nhi? Chic quanh diy ciing thay d&i nhiéu ding
khong a?”

“Cha... Chic khong thay d6i ma’y nira. Chat nich, hét da't phat trién roi.”
Ong chu lau bat dia va nghiéng dau suy nghi.

“H6i nhd chau teng dé€n day. Chau nhé ¢6 mot quan com Tay, chi biét
khong a?”

Cha qudn gt ddu céi rup, “Togami-tei chit g1? O’ chéo bén kia dwong.
Gio thanh ctra hang dia CD va DVD cii.”

“0, vay sao, quan do...”

“Gio chuyén qua bén Kannai. Cau khdng bi€t Togami-tei 4? Dao nay nd
mé chi nhdnh khip noi daYy.”

“Hinh nhw chau ting thdy & Ginza.”

“Qudn #n d4u tién & ngay ding kia. Quan nho thoi ma h'di Ay da ra't dit
khach. Nhiéu ldc phai xép hang cor. C6 nguwoi sdt rudt con bd x€p hang
chay sang quan t6i.” Ong cht vui vé k€, ki (rc nay xem chirng khong khién
ong kho chiu.

“Sao lai dong khich thé"a?”

“Quéan c6 com bo bim ndi tiéng 1dm. Con dwoe bdo dai gidi thiéu nira.
T61 c6 an ma’y Tan, cOng nhan ngon.”

Shizuna ké&'la s€ d&€n buoi n€m com bo bam. Togami Yukinari dinh dung
mon nay lam di€m nhan trong thyc don cda chi nhanh moi.

“Cha quan 1a ngwoi thé nao a?”

“Chii quan mang ho Togami, nén quin méi c6 tén Togami-tei. Ong ta
nhiét huyét v&i cong viéc 1dm, lic khai trrong c6 sang day chio hdi. Nghe
dau ting hoc nghé & noi khac, dia kha nang thi ty mé quan. Thoat tién
budn ban khé khiin vi ving khéch, t&i nim thit ba tir dung phat 1én. Niy c6
k€& dd’y, khach phai xép hang dai co ma. Téi dang ngwong mod con nguwoi s6
dd thi dng ta chuyén di Kannai. Chic tai & diy nhd qud. C6 1& di kiém bon
tién. A quén, toi cho ciu dia chi bén Kannai nhé?”



“Da thoi a. Chau ty tim dworc. Cam on chad.”

“Chuyén di Kannai phai mwoi ndm r'oi. Tw d6 thudn bu'dm xubi gid, chi
nh4nh moc khép noi. Bd xa t6i.”

Koichi git dau, udng can tach ca phé. Theo anh tim hi€u, quan Togami-
tei d4u tién chuyén dé€n Kannai vao muoi hai nam trede. Hai ndm sau,
Masayuki chuyén nha. Qua nhién 6ng ta da giau hon nhiéu.

B6 me Koichi bj sat hai cich ddy mwoi b6n nam, eng véi thoi diem
Togami-tei phat dat (n€u loii k€ ctia dng cha & day la ding). That vo 1y khi
vira phat 1én, chi quan lai di Yokosuka gi€t ngwoi cudp cua.

Koichi tra tién ca phé va roi khdi quan. Anh nhin ctra hang bang dia cii
nam chéo bén kia dwong. Mit tién bing kinh, din ap-phich phim va anh
nghé si. Khéng vao trong nén khé ma bi€t chinh xac, nhung Koichi wéc
chung n6 chi rong hon Ariake mot chit thoéi. N€u lam an t6t d€n mirc
khéch phai x&€p hang dai, thi tdt nhién s€ mudn chuyén dén chd khang trang
hon.

Pang quay ra ga Sakuragicho, Koichi sirc nhd mot chuyén nén chuyén
hwdng vé ga Hinodecho, vira di vira rit dién thoai bAm mot day s&'. Anh
khong cho Taisuke va Shizuna bi€t ring minh van git lién lac v&i nguoi
nay.

DPAu day bén kia bit may. Koichi cho biét anh dang & ga Hinodecho va
mudn gdp mat. Nguwoi ta 1ap tirc nhan 1o, di€m hen 1a ga Yokosuka Chuo.

Lau r6i Koichi m&i lai di tau tdc hanh Keikyu. Ding bén ctra, anh nhin
canh vat viin vut lwdt qua va nho vé nhirng ngay xa x0i.

Anh tirng ra't yéu viing da't nay, bao quanh 1a nii va bién, dé dang trong
tha’y troi sao.

Koichi khé& ldc du, khong cho phép ban than chim dim trong ndi bu'6n.
Anh ty nhu, chang phai may da quyét dinh tw bd chén xwa, khong bao gio’
nhin lai w?

Pén ga Yokosuka Chuo, Koichi goi lai cho ngroi no va dwge bao la
dang & quan ca phé tw phuc vu gan d6. Koichi nhanh chéng tim tha’y quan.
Anh budce vao v&i doi chiit h'6i hop, di thi thodng van goi dién, nhung
nhi€u nam chwa gap mat roi.



Nguwoi no ng'6i & quay quay mat ra dwong. Nhin chéo tw phia sau, trong
ong khong thay doi nhiéu, chi la téc da di€m bac, tdi'm lung dwdi 16p do
vest xam gay hon.

Mua ca phé xong, Koichi ti€n d&€n gan. Nguwoi no 14p tiec nhén ra va
ngodi lai. Pirng hinh vai gidy, 6ng mé to mit ngac nhién, “Koichi 2, 16n the’
nay roi co day!”

Koichi ng'6i xuéng canh 6ng, ceoi gwong, “Lan tredre chi cling ndi y
chang. Tw d6 t&i gio’ chdu c6 cao thém chit nao dau.”

“Thé& 4? Hinh nhuw ding that.” Ngwdi dan 6ng mim cuwdi. Ong vin d€ rau
moc 1&m chédm quanh miéng nhr mwei bon nam treoc.

Nguwoi nay 1a Kashiwabara thudc Phong Canh sdt Yokosuka, van lam
diéu tra vién nhw tredrc. Kashiwabara chi dong lién lac véi Koichi sau khi
anh roi ¢6 nhi vién khong 1au. Ong bao da xin s’ dién thoai & cd nhi vién.
K& tir 6, mdi ndm Ong goi dién mdt hai Tan, nhw the 1au 1au nhd ra thi goi,
cling khéng c6 chuyén gi quan trong, chi don gian hoi tham tinh hinh hién
tai ma thoi.

Koichi néi doi Kashiwabara, rang anh khong hé gip lai Taisuke va
Shizuna. Nghi d&€n nhirng viéc ba anh em dang lam, anh bi€t minh ti€p xuc
voi canh sat tai chire 1a hét sirc nguy hiém.

“L'an gan nha't ching ta gdp nhau 12 b6n ndm trwedc nhi?” Kashiwabara
noi.

“Vang, vi vu danh bac...”

“Dung ron.”

Bon nam trede, Kashiwabara bdo ¢6 chuyén muén néi nén goi anh ra
gép. Tredre d6 khong 1au, canh sét triét pha mot bang ghi d6 dua ngya va
danh bac & Yokohama, tich thu gidy to s0 sach, va thdy ¢6 tén Ariake
Yukihiro trong danh sach khach hang. C6 nhién, d6 la b6 cia Koichi.

Yukihiro trng mic no d&h 3 tridu yén. Ngwoi ta cho rang ngay trwede khi
bi sat hai, hai v¢r ch'ong di vay tién ngwoi quen d€ tra khoan nay. Nhan dinh
l1a bang ghi do c6 thé'lién quan d&€n vu sat hai vor ch'dng chit quan com Tay,
canh sat Yokosuka ben 14t lai h'6 so'. Viéc Kashiwabara goi Koichi ra gap
ciling 12 mot phan ctia cudc diéu tra. Tuy nhién sau ciing canh sdt van khong



tim ra manh md&i. K&t qua cho thdy bang nhém nay ra't it kha nang lién
quan tryc ti€p d€n an mang.

“Hom nay chdu c6 chuyén gi gdp a?” Kashiwabara hoi.

“Khong cé gi gdp ca. Chau c6 viéc & gan ddy nén mudn gap chu chiit
thoi. Chdu lam phién luc chu ban a?”

Koichi néi xong, dng diéu tra vién lién cwoi 10 cd ham rang & vang vi
thudc la.

“Canh sat queén bén virng, ban thi ciing chi chay loong toong cho ngwoi
ta thoi. N6i chuyén phi€m doi chit chang anh huwdng gi. Dao nay lai khong
c6 nhi€u viéc can chay nén kha thodi mdi. Vu dn nam &'y 1a Tan gan nha' t6i
cay cat lgc dén vay.”

Koichi hi€u cum tw vy dn ndm dy 1a am chi vu nao.

“Pa mudi bdn ndm trdi qua... Nhanh that!” Koichi néi. “Sip hét thoi
hiéu r'6i chd nhi?”

Kashiwabara git dau, h’p mdt ngum ca phé.

“Gan day c6 vai dong thai xem xét lai viéc di€u tra. Chéc chéu sé thic
mac gio m&i xem xét lai thi d€1am gi, ding khong? Céc vu an xay ra lién
ti€p, vu nao khong giai quyét dworc ctr dovi lai mai, sap hét thoi hiéu thi voi
vang 16i ra. Ai cling bi€t lam vay chi t6n cong v6 ich. Suét mwoi 1dam nam
trori con khong tim dwgc manh m&1i, lam sao ty dwng cé phét hién méi ngay
triede khi thoi hiéu hét han dwoc. Pon gian chi ddi pho gidi truyén thong
thoi.”

Koichi git dau. C6 th€ ban than Kashiwabara da quén, bdn nam trudc
ong tirng ndi trong tw. Sau khi xac dinh bang nhém danh bac kia khong
li€n quan, Phong Cénh sat Yokosuka va S& Canh sat tinh Kanagawa lai
ngwng di€u tra vu sat hai vo’ chong chi quan Ariake.

“Qua that chang c6 tién trien gi nhi?” Koichi hoi.

Kashiwabara 16 vé rau ri, “Manh m&i duy nha't 1a birc phéac hoa, nhwng
muoi bon ndm r'oi, khuén mat ngwoi ta cling thay doi.”

“Ch§ng 1€ khong tim dwoc ai giong chan dung hét a?”



“Chi gidng thi c6 dd’y. Thinh thodng quan chiing vin cung c&p mot 6’
thong tin. Moi [an nhw vay ching t6i lai bay di xdc minh ngay. Khong riéng
Kanagawa hay Tokyo, ching t6i con dén cd Saitama va Tochigi. Ta't ca déu
tay trang tr¢ ve.”

“Gio danh sach con khong a?”

“Chau mudn néi t&i nhitng ngwoi gidng birc hoa a? Ta't nhién, tdi nghi 1a
con lwu tre, nheng ma sao?”

“Da khong c6 gi, chdu dinh xin chd cho xem thir théi.”

Kashiwabara t6 ra ngo’ viee, nhin lom lom vao Koichi. Koichi né tranh
anh mdt 6ng, dwa ca phé 1€n mi€ng.

“Vi sip hét thoi hiéu roi, ddng ndo canh sit cling khdng 1am dworc gi
nhi€u, nén chau dinh s€ thir mdt vai viéc trong kha nang ciia minh. Tim
ki€m thong tin trén mang internet chang han.”

“Thée” thi can gi danh sédch. Chau c6 am muwu gi?”

“Am muu gi dege... Chau mudn xem xét nhieng ngwoi trong danh sach
mot Ian nira.” Koichi nhin qua vach kinh ra ngoai dwong, mot bén ma anh
cam nhan dwoc 4nh mat bdng rat ctia Kashiwabara.

“Chéau tim tha’y ké tinh nghi...” Kashiwabara héi. “... va mudn xac minh
xem tén nguoi d6 c6 trong danh sach hay khong chir gi?”

Koichi hoi hodng khi bi vach tran. Khong hd danh di€u tra vién. Noéi
tring tim den anh ngay! Koichi cwoi cwoi lac dau, “Néu thé” thit, chdu s€
bdo v&i chi ddu tién. Con gior, chdu chi mudn ty tim hi€u trong kha nang
cta minh th6i. Chau khong mudn ng'di im cho thoi hiéu két thic.”

Kashiwabara nhin Koichi bing 4nh mét sic bén riéng c6 ctia canh sét.
Koichi cdm nhin dworec mdt sirc manh dang ¢6” xuyén thad'u ndi tdim minh.
Cudi cung, Kashiwabara buong ti€ng thd’ dai, anh mat sac bén dju lai.

“Khong thé€ d€ danh sach tu'on ra ngoai. Hon ntra, khong phai canh sat
ng6i im. Ban ndy ndi roi, ching tdi dang xem xét lai tredre khi thoi hiéu
két thic. Chac sé tim dén nhirng ngwoi giong birc hoa Ian ntra.”

“Thé  thi tot qua.”

“Nhan tién, hai dira em th& nao r'oi? P&n gio van khong lién lac v&i
nhau a?”

“Vang. Gio chiing né & dau, sinh s6ng ra sao, chau khong hé hay biét.”



“Di sao ciing 12 anh em mau mu. Gia dinh sdng cing nhau van hon.”

Giong Kashiwabara mang am hwdng nhw dang cha't chira tAm sy cla
chinh minh. Koichi nh¢ lai cdu chuyén anh dwoc nghe bon nam trude.
Kashiwabara c6 mot dira con v&i ngudi vor cil, dira tré mic bénh bam sinh
va nhap vién, phiu thuit nhiéu Mn van khong ctru dworc. Nghe néi né mat
ngay trwde khi 1én cip hai, dong phuc cling chuan bi ddy da r'oi, vy ma...

“Chd van & mdt minh sao?”

“U.”

“Chu khong tdi hon a?”

Nghe Koichi néi, Kashiwabara liic 14c vai, cudi xoa.

“Ai them 127y 130 gia vo tich sy nhw t6i. Koichi mi 1a ngeoi nén cudi
v di chr?”

“Chau chwa nghi toi.”

“Xay dung gia dinh m¢i ciing t6t. Ma thdi, nghe t6i n6i thi khong ¢6 stre
thuy&t phuc 1dm.” Kashiwabara vira dit 1o thi chudng dién thoai trong tii
40 reo vang. Ong xin 10i va nhan dién, néi dwore hai ba ciu thi cip mdy, bao
Koichi. “Xin 16i chdu, t6i bi goi vé roi. Lau 14m chdu mé&i d&n thiam, vay
ma... That ngai qua.”

“Da khong sao, chdu phai xin 10i vi da goi chd ra trong gior 1am viéc mé&i
ding.”

“Gitr lién lac nhé.” Kashiwabara ¢cAm tach ca phé 1én va dom bwdrc, thinh
linh khyng lai, ngodi nhin Koichi. “Phéat hién ra di€u gi phai bao cho t6i
biét! Khong dwoc tw y hanh ddng dau da'y, nhé chwa?”

“Chéu biet roi,” Koichi dap.

Nhin theo Kashiwabara khud't d4n ngoai quén, Koichi nghi minh van
chwa thé’ hé 16 vé Togami Masayuki.

Taisuke bdo 6ng ta gidng ké ciu bit gip & ctra sau, chi the thoi thi chua
dd d€’két luan Ong ta 1a hung thu. Hién tai, Masayuki don gian 1a bd’ ctia
con moi. N&u ti€t 16 v&i Kashiwabara, nha't dinh 6ng s€ deo bam Masayuki
va ba anh em phai dung k& hoach dang ti€n hanh. Khdng nhirng thé’,
Kashiwabara sé diéu tra Masayuki, tor @6 c6 kha nang phat hién sy ton tai
ctia c0 géai mang tén Takamine Saori, roi sinh nghi khi bi€t ¢6 géi chinh la



Shizuna. Koichi khong du tw tin 1a s€ 18 1i€m trét lot n€u bi Kashiwabara
chat van.

Bira tiéc tri an khach hang do Togami Yukinari 1én k& hoach dwoc t6 chirc
tai Togami-tei chi nhanh Hiroo. Binh thwong quan dong ctra vao Chil nhat,
riéng hom nay thi m¢ cira dén khach moi tr 5 gio’ chiéu, bira ti€c chinh
thirc bt dau ldc 6 gio.

Mang danh tiéc tri 4n, thue t& 12 budi ném thik €' 1ing nghe danh gi4,
cAm twdng vé thyc don méi nham chuéh bj cho chi nhanh sip khai trirong
& Azabu Juban. Cac vi khach quen dwoe nhan the moi déu biét diéu nay,
ho dé&n tham dy v&i tAm trang hdo hirc mudn bié€t con trai Masayuki sé phat
huy nang lyc t&i dau. Yukinari cling ty nhan thirc dwoc khdng it ngwoi s€
cd tinh dwa ra nhitng danh gid khét khe vé&i minh.

Hon 5 reoi, khiach hang luc tuc kéo dén. Trong s6 d6 c6 vai gwong mat
Yukinari biét 1. Mot s& nguwrdi ndn néng da chiic mirng anh ludn, chic coi
hém nay nhw man an ming s¢'m viéc khai trerong quan moi.

6 gior m&i khai tiéc, nhwng quan da bay thirc u6ng va d6 an nhe de€
nhirng ngwdi toi sd'm ¢6 the€ nham nhi trong ldc chuyén trd. Chd ngdi déu
x&p sin, nhung mot vai khach van dirng udng roru nhw dy tiéc dirng.

Yukinari dang néi chuyén véi ho thi ngwoi phu trach ti€p tan di vao.

“Thwa cau, vi khach ngoai kia khong c¢6 thw moi, nén gii quyét thé nao
a?” Anh ta vira néi vira danh mét ra ctra.

Vi khach no chinh la Takamine Saori, vé mat bo1i ro1i.

“To1 biet ro1.” Noi xong, Yukinari ti€n ra don co.

Nhin th&y anh, Saori 16 vé nhe nhdm nhw tim th&’y phao ctru sinh.

“C06 khong nhan dugc thw mei a? Hinh nhw gtri 61 ma nhi?”

“T6i nhan r'6i. Song s¢ ddnh ma't nén nho’ ngwoi ban dinh di cling gik
ho, vi t6i thd'y trong thw moi ghi rang c¢6 the€ di hai ngwoi...”

“Lat nwra ban c6 dén sau, ding khong?”

“Co Ay mdi goi dién bdo c6 viéc dot xua't, khong dén dwgec. Um... N&u
bit budc phai cé thw mai thi tdi khong vao ciing dwoc a.”



“Co ndi gi the’, khong sao ca. Toi dd moi ¢d roi ma. Nao, moi cd di
hwong nay.”

Yukinari xem so 0 x&p chd roi dwa Saori vao tin noi. La ban trong géc.

“Moi ng6i, c6 clr ty nhién nhé.”

“Khoan da...” Saori nhin quanh, thi tham. “Trong t61 c6 ki qua khong?
Ai lai d€n noi thé” nay mot minh.”

“Sao ma ki! C6 dung ban tam.”

“Moi nguoi déu c6 ddi co cap, riéng tdi ding bira mdt minh, ngai ngai
sao ay.”

“The a...” Yukinari nhin quanh mdt Iwot va nghiéng dau dam chi€u. Anh
tha'y an mdt minh cling khong sao, nhwng mét ¢6 géi tré cé the€ s€ ban tam
nhi?

“Anh khong dung bira a?” Saori hai.

“Co6 chir, td'i nay t6i cling tham dy. Néu khong dung bira trong cting mot
bau khong khi véii moi ngwei thi s€ khé nam bat van dé.” N6i dén day,
ching nhw nghi ra, Yukinari m¢ loi. “V6n di t6i dinh dn mot minh, néu cd
khong ché thi chung ta ghép ban nhé?”

Guong mit lo 4u ctia Saori bong chd'c birng séng, “Vay anh dung bira
cung toi di. C6 anh ngdi cung, tdi an tdm hon, s€ d&° ngai hon khi ¢ lai
day.”

“Puoc. DE i cho ngwoi thu xé€p.”

Roi khéi ban Saori, Yukinari tw hdi khong bi€t @€ xua't cia minh cé tdo
ton qua khong. Anh lo 1a ¢6 nhén loi chi vi khé twr chdi chir khong phai that
long.

Pong h'd diém 6 gior, quan 1y quan dn phat biu ngin gon xong, bira tiéc
chinh thitc bit dau. Trudc tién 13 cdc mén khai vi. Mén ndo ciing it, ¢ 18 vi
Yukinari mudn khach hang n€m thtr dwoc nhiéu.

Mbi Man dwa thirc &n vao miéng, Saori déu gt gl hodc td ra suy ngim.
Moi hanh dong cua cd d€u khong thoat khéi sy quan sét cua Yukinari.

“C0 tha’y ¢6 di€m nao ba't on khong?” Yukinari hdi.

“Da khong, ngon 1dm a.”



“Chéc c6 ngai néi that trede mit tdi nhi? Dung bira xong sé& cé phiéu
khdo sét, nho ¢6 dién gidp toi nhé. Nhin xét gay git cé ndo ciing khong
sao.”

“Gay git gi chit...” C6 mim cudi, git dau. “Nhung anh d bd cong ra
moi, nén toi xin phép dworc viét hét nhitng gi minh nghi.”

“Vang, t6i chi mong the".”

Yukinari cdi minh td r6 sy chan thanh, bung bao da, “Ping la mot c6 géi
dic biét,” ¢6 ca strc manh ndi tAm 14n 10ng trung thyc. Phai nhw ngwoi
khéc, cudc néi chuyén nay da toan nhirng ciu xa giao sdo rong.

“Td1 nay bd anh khong dé€n a?” Saori hoi.

“B& t0i khong dén.” Yukinari trd 1o diet khoat. “Btra ti€c hdm nay toi to
chirc vi ban than, khdng lién quan dé€n bd". Khach moi cling do t6i quyét
dinh.”

“Ra the".”

“C6 van dé gi voi b toi sao?”

“Khong c6 gi.” C6 14c dau, roi ngwde nhin Yukinari. “Quan Togami-tei
dau tién la & Yokohama nhi?”

“Phai. N6 ¢ khoang gitra Sakuragicho va Hinodecho.”

“Anh dén Yokosuka bao gio’ chwa?”

“Yokosuka? Chwa tirng, tdi khong di ddy d6 ma’y. Yokosuka lam sao
co'?”

“Khong sao, chi la téi ¢6 ngwoi quen song & day.”

“Vay a?” Yukinari gat g, khong khdi thic méc tai sao Saori hdi thim vé
Masayuki xong tw dwng lai quay sang Yokosuka.

Khi Yukinari roi chd d€ di hop v&i quan 1y quan dn, mot phu ni da goi
anh lai. Ba 1a khach quen cta quan tw 1au.

“Yukinari, c6 gai kia la ai thé”? Xinh ghé! Ban géi ciu sao?”

Yukinari vi xua tay, “Khong phai, chi 1a mot vi khach thoéi a.”

“O ngoai nhin vao lai thd’y khic ddy. Vo chong t6i dang bao nhau cudi
cung ciu Yukinari da tim dwegrc mot ¢ gai tot ron.”

“Khong phai ma bac. That ddy, bac tha cho chau di.”



Yukinari todt m6 hoi lanh va nhanh chéng bd chay, nhung anh khéng
tha’y kho chju, ngwoce lai, trong dau anh bong 16e 1én suy nghi, tién t&i voi
Saori cling khong toi.

Cé4c mon dn ti€p tuc dugre dwa lén, cudi cung cliing dén lic com bo bam
dwore don ra trirdrc mit cdc thie khach. Yukinari bdng thd’y h'di hdp. Anh
khong mudn bd qua ba't ki bieu cam nao cua khach hang khi ho thuwdng
thirc mon nay.

Phan h'6i ra't to't, ding nhw mong dgi. Tham chi con ¢6 ngwoi thot 1én,
“L'an dau tién t61 dwgrc an com bo bam ngon thé nay.”

Yukinari yén da ti€n bwdc, va thinh linh strng s6t. Saori ¢é phan rng
khdc thwong, gd md tdi xanh, mit danh ctrng. Yukinari nhan ra mét c6 dd
hoe. P6i mét &'y dang nhoa Ié.

Taisuke dirng choi game d& xem d'ong h'd thi tha’y sip 8 gior t67. Pa gan hai
ti&ng troi qua k& tir khi bira tiéc bit dau. wdc chirng mén trang miéng sip
ra, cAu tit game, ddt dién thoai 1€n gh€ phu lai. Ciu tya vao day an toan, doi
nhin tda nha chénh chéch phia treée. Togami-tei Hiroo nim trong toa nha
do.

Van nhv Mn trede, cdu dang doi Shizuna. N&u ¢6 di dau cang Yukinari,
ciu s€ bam theo, nhwng cdu nghi hdm nay lai hoai c6ng théi. V&i kinh
nghiém ctia Taisuke, chi cé hai loai dan 6ng khti kho’ vé phu nir. Loai thi
nha't rit c& géng d€ tré nén thu hdt doi véi phdi ni, nhung ngudi ta ching
thém ngodi nhin anh ta 18y mot Tan. Loai thir hai khong hin 12 khong thu
hiit phéi ntr, nhwng vi qua chuyén tim cho mot van dé khac, nén van khong
c6 duyén voi cdc cd gai.

Trong da s& céc trirong hop, loai thir nha't van tich cwe vdi céc co gdi
hon. Du khong ¢6 can ddm maoi cédc ¢d gdi di choi, thi van da d6 1i d€ chor
céc c6 ngd 101 tredre. P vai Shizuna, thu phuc loai nay dé nhw &n banh,
cling khong tdn qua nhi€u thoi gian va cong stiec d€ moi duoc tién.

Togami Yukinari ro rang thudc loai thi hai. T61 nay anh moi Shizuna
dén brra tiéc vi cong viéc. Hi€n nhién anh khong ghét c6, nhwng anh co hu,
khong chiu thé hi€n nhirng cam xtc 4y & noi lam viéc. Ping hon la anh



ching nghi ra dwgre chuyén nhw moi ¢6 di dau d6 sau bira tiée, cang khong
tedng twong dwgec ¢6 mudn anh ngd 101 moi. Trong dau anh khong ¢6 y
nghi nhw vay.

Luc ra khoi nha Taisuke da néi, loc 161 nhw Shi cu6i cung cling gdp mot
ca hoc bua roi. Koichi git gu cong nhén, c6 1€ thé that.

Vai ngay tred'c Koichi da di Yokohama, tham dia di€ém mé quan Togami-
tei dau ti€n d€ thu thap thong tin lién quan d&€n Masayuki.

“Khong 1€ nham nguoi that?” Koichi néi. Vao thoi di€m xay ra vu an,
Masayuki dang chuyén tdm kinh doanh, khong cé 1y do gi d€ dot nhdp quan
com Tay & Yokosuka, cling khong ¢6 da'u hiéu nao cho thd'y mdi lién hé
gitra Togami-tei va Ariake.

Taisuke lu6n kinh n€’ kha nang di€u tra phan tich ctia anh minh. Anh hai
da néi thi chéc chén 1a diing.

Tuy nhién...

Cu sd'c khi nhin thd'y mit Masayuki t61 hom tredc, & chinh noi nay, van
con dong lai trong long Taisuke t&i tAn bay gio. Mwoi bdn ndm trdi qua,
ding 1a ki &c c6 th€ da thay doi, khong loai tre kha nang nhan nham ngwoi.
Cau hi€u. Du vy, khudn mit Masayuki van tring v&i khudn mit nguedi dan
ong ciu bit gip vao dém xay ra vu 4n. Hai khuon mit khép nhau, khong
1éch mot li, nhw th€ dwge @6 lai tirng dwong nét.

Taisuke liic 1ic d4u, quyét dinh khdng nghi d&n chuyén nay nira. Phan
tam linh tinh r61 sao nhang viéc boc hiu cho Shizuna thi toi. Ciu lai dua
mét vé phia tda nha.

Togami Yukinari xua't hién. Taisuke giat bin minh, ng'6i thaalng day. Bdi
vi Shizuna cling xud't hién bén canh Yukinari. Hon ntra, Yukinari con
choang tay sau lung co.

Hai ngwoi dgii dén chuyén sang xanh r'oi cing nhau qua dwong. Taisuke
nghiéng dau thic mic. N&u chi tién thoi, khong 1y gi Yukinari lai di cling.
Shizuna van cii dau. Trong ¢ vé khong duoc khde. Mot chiéc taxi mau
den dwng lai tredc mat hai ngwoi.

Ctra sau ma ra.

Phai chang la... Taisuke vira nghi vira nd mdy. Linh cam cua cdu rat
chinh xdc. P& Shizuna 1€n xe r'6i, Yukinari cling ng'6i vao gh€ sau.



Taisuke cho xe chay gan nhw cling lic v&i chiéc taxi. Cau dudi tay trai
chop 18y dién thoai dang d€ bén gh& phu 14i, vira xem xét xung quanh c6 xe
canh sat hay khong, vira bAm may.

“Chuyén gi th&?” Koichi bit mdy ngay, chéc it nhiéu c6 linh cdm la ciu
s€ goi luc nay.

“Shi roi quan an cung Yukinari. Ca hai 1én taxi di r'oi.”

“Chi hai ngwoi roi quan thoi a?”

“Vang. Hai ngwoi song vai bwde ra. Yukinari con choang tay qua lwng
Shi ntra chir!”

“La nhi?”

“La gi dau! Chéc Shi tdn d& hin roi day!”

“K¢€ ca th&’, nhwng khong khach nao ra khoi quén thi la qud. Yukinari roi
di tirc 12 tiec phai két thiic r6i, chir chang 1& hin vé tredc khach a!”

Koichi néi ding. That tinh tdo 1am sao, Taisuke tham than phuc.

“Hai dtra di vé hwdng nao?” Koichi hoi.

“Vra ra dai 10 Roppongi, dang chay vé hwdng Tameike.”

“Tié€p tuc bam theo! Pung d€ ma't dau.”

“Em hi€u r'6i. Lo hai dira vao khach san hay nha nghi thi em s& lam nhw
moi khi nhé.”

Trong trrong hop nay, cau sé goi dién cho Shizun\a, bao tin cha hodc me
cd gdp tai nan. Ly do khan cap nhw thé thi khong thang dan 6ng nao no giw
cO lai.

“Ciing dwore, nhung anh nghi ching né khong vao nhitng chd nhuw thé”
dau.” Koichi néi. “Du sao di ntra, may cir bam theo can than.”

Sau khi dap gon “OK,” Taisuke cup may.

Chié&c taxi chd Shizuna va Yukinari chay tw dwong Uchibori sang dwong
Kajibashi, ré vao Shinohashi. Trong hwdng di chuyén, Taisuke da doédn
dwoc dieém dén. RO rang 1a Nihonbashi. Can ho ctia Shizuna & Nihonbashi
Hamacho.

Sau khi bang qua nga tw Suitengumae, taxi r€ trai. Khong nghi ngo’ gi
nwa. Yukinari dinh dwa Shizuna vé nha.



Taxi dwng trirde toa nha mau xdm dam. Yukinari xudng xe truede,
Shizuna xu6ng ngay sau. Taisuke nhin cham cham vao hai ngwoi, can nhac
xem phai xt 1y thé nao cho phu hop n€u Yukinari dinh vao nha Shizuna.

Thé nhwng Yukinari chi néi v&i Shizuna vai ciu roi ngdi lai vao xe. Boi
taxi di khua't, Shizuna mdi 1én nha.

Taisuke d4u xe bén vé& duong, tit mdy xudng xe va lao vao chung cu.

Taisuke c6 chia khéa nha Shizuna phong khi ¢an, liic nay bén ty mé ctra
dién t& & sanh d€ vao. Can hd ctia cd trén tAng nam. Trong khi cho thang
may, cau st rudt gidm chan lién tyc.

Pén ciin hod s6 503, Taisuke bAm chudng va xoay tay nim. Ctra khdng
khoa.

Shizuna ng6i trén san gitra nha, 4o khoac cling chwa c&i. Co nhin
Taisuke vori khudon mat tai mét.

“A, anh Tai...”

“Sao vay?” Taisuke c&i phang giay budc vao, “Sao lai nho’ Yukinari dwa
vé? Khong khée a?”

Shizuna lic d4u, “Khdng phdi. Em xin 18i, em... phd hdng k& hoach mat
ron.”

“Ph4 héng r'6i? La sao? Gidi thich dang hoang xem nao.”

Taisuke ng'di x&p bang canh Shizuna. C4u lo 1ing nhin mit c6, bdng giat
minh. “Shi khéc a?”

Lép trang diém dwdi mét co tém lem hét ca.

“Em c& ging kiém ché& roi nhung nuwdc mét cir tudn ra. Thue sir xin 16i.”

“Nén tao m&i hdi c6 chuyén gi. Mau tra loi di xem nao.” Taisuke néng
ndy vo hai tay vao dau goi.

Shizuna nhiu may, cin chit moi. Nhin c6, Taisuke cang thém non néng.

“Shi, da roi day!”

“Com bo bam...”

“Gi co?”

Shizuna nhin Taisuke. Ngwc c¢6 phap ph'ong nhw dang cd di€u chinh hoi
thd, r'oi cd lai cat ti€ng, “Mon cudi cing duwgc mang ra 1a com bo bam.
Mén com bd bim ma hén ta, ma Togami Yukinari van ludn ty hdo.”



“Vay thi sao?”

“N6 giong 14m.”

“Giong cai gi?”

Nhw do dw, Shizuna li€m méi r'd6i m&i néi, “Gidng ctia nha minh...”

“Cua nha minh?”

“Gidng com bo bam bd ting nd'u cho chiing ta! Com bod bam cda
Ariake. Com bo bam em an t61 nay c6 hwong vi y hét.”

Nghe Shizuna k€& lai xong, Koichi vin khoanh tay nin ling, ddi mit nghiém
nghi nhin ddm dam vao mot diem vo dinh trong khoang khong.

Taisuke ng'6i trén giwvong, cho’ phan (rng cda anh trai. Cau dwa Shizuna
vé day khoang muwoi phit trude. Tha'y Koichi than méc vi khong hiéu
chuyén gi xdy ra, cu bao anh tred'c hét hdy nghe Shizuna néi da.

“Khong th€ ndo!” Koichi van nhin dim dim vao khodng khong, bat thot.
“Chuyén nay kho tin qua!”

“Nhung la sy that. Anh a, tin em di. Nén em m&i khong kim dwoc nwde
mit. Hwong vi that 1a hoai niém ma, com bo bam ctia bo'...” Shizuna giai
bay v&i khuén mat u ril.

Koichi nhin Shizuna lom lom, “Em nh& hwong vi bd nd'u 4? Mwoi bon
nadm r'oi do.”

“Nh¢ chit sao khong! Quén thé nao dwoc, em thich né 1dm ma.”

“V4 lai by gior van dn @4y thoi.” Taisuke ndi. “Thinh thodng anh hai c6
na'u cho bon em con gi?7”

Koichi chdm rdi 14c du, “Cdi d6 khac. N6 khong phai com bo bim cia
bg.”

“Em bi€t. M6on anh Ko nd'u khong phai com bo bam cua bd".” Shizuna
noi.

“That w?” Taisuke nhin Koichi.
“U, khong phai. Com anh ni'u 1a di tit dén dau, chit lam ding cong thirc
clia bd" thi ma't thoi gian 14m.”



“Vay ma em chang biét...” Taisuke gii dau xau hé.

“Vi may c6 phan biét dwore mui vi gi dau.” Koichi nhin Shizuna, vé mat
diu lai. “Pung 1a c6 chut khac biét, Shi nhan ra a?”

“Tat nhién. Cho nén em ma&i ba't ngo’, khdong nghi tdi nay s€ gap lai né.”

Koichi lai khoanh tay, ng6i dwa h&n vao gh€& nhin 1€n tran nha, “Th¢” thi
ding 1a hwong vi ctia bd roi.”

“Khong sai vao dau dworc.” Shizuna dap.

“Puoee r'oi,” Koichi noéi, va dieng 1én khdi ghé’, “Taisuke, dwa chia khda
xe anh mwon chut.”

“Anh dinh di dau?”

“Siéu thi. Nh& khong nhdm thi & Tsukishima c6 ctra hang mé cira 24/7
nhi?”

“Siéu thi? be’'lam gi?”

“Con phai hoi? Bi mua nguyén li€u nd'u com bo bam.”

Taisuke va Shizuna cting ngac nhién kéu 1€n, “Nau ngay bay gio 477
“Ping vay. Hom nay khong bd qua bwdc quan trong nira, anh sé tai tao
ding hwong vi bd lam cho Shi an thir, d€ so sanh v&i com bo bam Shi an &

Togami-tei. Chi ¢6 th€ ki€m chitng bing cich nay thdi.”

Dirt 1011, Koichi 1ién chop 18y do khoac va ra khdi nha.

Hai ti€ng sau, nha ddy mui thom nwde x6t. Koichi budc khin 1€n dau va
ta't bat trong bép. Anh rat gidi nd'u nwdng, nhwng Taisuke chwa bao gior
tha’y anh ndu gi v&i thdi do hao hirng dén thé’.

“Em an & tiéc tri an r'di, ma nghe mui thom em lai déi kinh khung.”
Shizuna the¢ lwoi.

“Ma quan trong 13 Yukinari the' nao? T dwng Shi khéc chic hin phai hot
hodng 14m?” Taisuke hoi.

Lic nay da binh tinh hon, Shizuna dap, “ffm, may ngwoi xung quanh
ciing ngé lom lom, ngai mudn ché&t. Yukinari hdi em kho chju chd no a,
em khong trd 10, nén hin bao thoi cit ra ngoai truedre da, roi do em day, 14y
4o khodc ctia em va dwa em vé nha. Em bi s6¢, cir ngo’ ngo 1én taxi theo loi
Yukinari.”

“Troi dat! Hin khong héi 1y do may khéc a?”

N



“Um. Trén taxi cling chi hdi nha & dau thoi.” Shizuna 14m bam néi thém,
“Han kha chu déo...”

Taisuke nhin Koichi, “Anh hai thdy sao vé k& hoach ctia ching ta? Tinh
ti€t t01 nay c6 khi€n cuc dién xau di khong? Shi cir lo 1a da pha hdng ké&
hoach r'6i kia.”

“Tinh sao v&i k& hoach...” Koichi nhin vao n'6i va ti€p, “Phai doi xem
mé com bo bam nay.”

Taisuke va Shizuna hai mat nhin nhau.

Lai hai ti€ng ntra troi qua, mdt dia com bo bdm bay ra trén ban. Shizuna
cam 18y thia, kéo dia lai tred’c mat minh. Trwdc sy quan sat cda hai anh, c6
xtic mot thia com, dwra vao miéng, 4nh mét day cing thang.

Shizuna nhai dwoc vai mi€ng, mit ba't ngo mé 1én. Co lai xdc thém mot
thia ntra.

“Sao?” Koichi hoi.

Shizuna nhin lai anh, gt dau dit khoat, “Pudng roi. Pay ding la hwong
vi com bo bam cua bd.”

Taisuke ciling chop 187y thia, xic com dwa 1€n mi€éng. Chinh xac l1a hwong
vi ciia Ariake. Cam gidc hoai niém lan khap khoang miéng, twedng ching
dworc tré vE thoi di€m mwoi b6n ndm trwedece.

“C6 phai hwong vi em an ¢ Togami-tei hom nay khong?” Koichi hdi.

Shizuna khong dap ngay, ma an thém mot thia nira r'oi nghiéng dau dam
chiéu.

“Sao?” Koichi thuc giyc.

“Um... Hau nhw 12 gidng, nhung van hoi khéc.”

“Gi vay? Khong phai a?” Taisuke cwoi hoi.

“Khong phdi. Com bo bim & Togami-tei, 4n xong van con phang pha't
du hrong gidng hét com bo bam b6’ lam, nhung com nay khong cé. Cho
nén, com em an & Togami-tei m&i 1a com chia bo.”



Hisanobu Takayama c6 hé&t stec d€ gitr binh tinh, that ra thi anh s6'c dén ndi
mudn ngoi thup ngay xudong.

Vwra chi y d€ bi€u cam khong thay doi, Takayama vira vieon tay 18y tach
ca phé. Anh nghi, phai than nhién vao, khong theé’ @€ Shiho nhan ra minh
dang hoang loan.

Tuy nhién cd sd’c tinh thdn ndng né€ hon mic anh ty nhéan thirc dworce.
Pau ngon tay roi ra, tach ca phé lién tuc va lanh canh lam anh phai dat
xudng, chdp 18y c6¢ nwde dwa 1én miéng d€ dong nwdre lam dju di ¢6 hong
bdng rat. Hap tdp qua nén nwde tran vao khi quan lam anh bj sdc, wot hét
quanh miéng.

Takayama riit khiin tay ra chim, vin khong kha hon. Nudc mét cling
chdy ra ludn roi. Takayama duy tri twe th€ mot lic cho dé€n khi néi chuyén
lai binh thwong. Nhin lwét qua Shiho & phia d6i dién, thd’y ¢6 gdi von guc
d4u G rii gio’ lai nhin minh v&i 4nh mét long lanh day lo 14ng.

“Anh khong sao chir?”

Takayama git d4u, van tiép tuc chim khin quanh miéng. Anh cdm tha’y
ban than that tham hai va ty noi gidn v&i chinh minh.

Chiéu mudn hom qua Shiho gri email, cho biét ¢6 chuyén mudn néi,
mong anh danh chit thoi gian. Takayama ra't hoan hi, 1au r6i anh chwa
dwoc gdp ¢6, mot phan do ban than ban rdn, da phan la do goi dién cd cling
khong nghe mdy, giti tin nhén thi mii khong thAy phan h'di. Shiho gidi
thich, “Em dwgc giao cho vai hang muc méi, khong cé thoi gian ki€m tra
dién thoai.” Hién ¢6 dang lam tror 1y cho mét nha thi€t k& thoi trang.

Takayama lap tirc phan h'6i 1a gap khi nao ciing dwo'c nén Shiho ty dwa
ra thoi gian va dia di€m. C6 chon quan ca phé nhin ra dwong Chuo &



Ginza, chinh 1a noi tredre ddy ¢ ting gidi thiéu véi anh Yasushi ctia Ngan
hang Sankyo.

Takayama lang lang trong da vi lau 1&m r6i m&i duoc gdp lai Shiho,
nhung chang ma’y chdc anh lai bat an. R6t cudc chuyén c6 mudn néi la gi
nhi. Nghi lai thi, k&€ tw khi quen nhau, c6 chwa bao gio chit dong hen géap
anh. Hon ntra, Shiho xué't hién ra't ding gio, goi ¢6 udng xong lién mé 1o
v&i khuén mét nghiém tic.

“Em xin 10i vi hoi dwong dot, mong anh hdy xem day 1a Tan cudi chiing
ta gdp nhau.”

Loi ¢d néi khién Takayama roi xudng tan ddy dia nguc.

Cudi cung, nhip théd hdn loan ciing tré lai binh thwong. Takayama nha'c
khan tay khdi miéng, ti€n thé dwa 1€n lau mat. M6 hoi lanh tda day trén
tran.

“Anh khong sao ch?” Shiho lai héi han.

Takayama 4m w va cdt khan vé lai tdi, cAm c6¢c nwde 1én uéng vai ngum,
Tan nay can than hon.

“Em xin 16i.” Shiho cdi d4u.

“La sao ha em? Nghia la... em mudn chia tay v&i anh?” Takayama hoi
v&i vé mit ciing ngic day lo so'.

Shiho rut ré gat dau, “Em biét minh dang néi ra mot di€u hét ste ich ki.
Thyc sy xin 10i anh.”

“Khong th€ nao...” Takayama quay mat sang mot bén. “Tai sao chir?”

“Tai vi ngwoi ta hdi em ¢6 mudn di My khong.”

“bi My?”

“Nha thiét k& em dang theo hoc rd't than v&i mot nha thi€t k€ bén New
York, va da cho ngwoi ta xem tac pham ctia em. Nguwoi ta wéd'm hdi em ¢6
mudn sang d6 lam viéc khong. C6 gido em bao day 1a co hoi tot d€ hoc hai,
nha't dinh dung bo 1. Hon nira, em cling mudn di...” Shiho cdi dau nai.

“New York ... Tred'c ddy em da néi la muén & bén anh mai mai kia
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“Bay gior em van mudn, nhwng wéc mo ciia em 12 trd thanh nha thiét k&'
Hon ntra, em nghi co’ hoi s€ khdng dén Tan thir hai.” Shiho Ii nhi, giong rat



y&u ot, nhwng y chi an chira bén trong lai hét sirc virng vang.

“Pau phai em s€ & luén bén d6? Em s€ quay vé Nhat ding khong? Can
gi phéi chia tay!”

Shiho nhan mit day dau kho, “Em khong biét khi nao méi vé. Cé khi &
lai 1am viéc ludn bén ay.”

“K€ ca the cling khong phai di mai, ding khong? Em con gia dinh co’
ma.”

“Em chwa k€ anh nghe a?”

“Chuyén gi?”

“B& me em ly hon r'oi. Em & voi b, hai ndm treedc bd da qua doi. Me
thi tdi hon. Cho nén, em lam gi c¢6 gia dinh.”

“Nhwng ma...”

“Em xin 106i.” Shiho cdi d4u that thap. “Em khong mudn lam phién anh
Takayama vi wéc mo’ ctia minh. Em khong th€ bao anh cho trong khi ban
than con chwa x4c dinh ngay v€. Anh nén tim mot cd gai tot hon va song
that hanh phuc.”

Giong Shiho nghen ngao nhw sip khéc. Takayama se thit ca long, thi ra
cd aYy cling }‘ﬁ’t khd s&, thi ra quyé&t dinh khé khiin nay phai ddnh ddi bang
ra't nhi€u dan vat.

“Anh sé cho’! Anh cho cho tdi khi em tré vé, du bao nhiéu nam di nra”

Shiho ngang mit 1én, ding ldc mot béng ngwdi xu't hién & chd ciu
thang sau Iwng c6. La Yasushi cia Ngan hang Sankyo. Nhan ra Takayama,
cdu ta mim cwoi ti€n lai gan.

“Xin 106i @€ moi ngwoi cho 1au. RA't cAm on bira truedre da gidp d6.”

Tai sao Yasushi lai & ddy? Takayama thic méc. Shiho b&i rdi ngodi lai
nhin.

“Anh Yasushi, xin 16i da nhn anh ra.”

“Khong sao, em bao c6 chuyén mudn néi?” Yasushi ng'6i xuéng bén
canh Shiho.

“Vu trai phi€u bing dong d6-la ma gan diy chiing em da ki hop dong
a’y, liéu c6 the’ hiy béo mot phan khong anh?”

“Hay mot phan? Tai sao?” Yasushi nhin qua nhin lai Shiho va Takayama.



“Em can dung tién. Khong bié€t anh c6 the hoan lai 500 nghin yén em ki
gui khong?”

“Pgi da.” Takayama chen vao. “Anh chwa ting nghe em néi vé viéc
nay.”

“Vi thay c6 161 v&i anh, nén em di dinh ty xoay x& bang s& tién tiét
kiém, kho ndi chi phi d€ sang bén d6, roi nhiéu thir ¢in chi qué, em lam
cach nao cling khong da.” Shiho giai bay.

“Bén d6?” Yasushi thdc méc. “Titc 12 sao, anh ching hidu gi ca.”

“That ra la...” Shiho bit d4u k& vé chuyén minh s& di My.

Yasushi nghe ¢6 n6i, thinh thoang li€c vé phia Takayama. Khi ¢6 k&
xong, mat cau tO1 sam lai.

“New York a...”

“C6 khoan tién céan phai thanh todn trwd’c ngay mai. Cho nén, em mai
goi anh ra gp. Xin 106i da lam phién anh.”

“Khong sao, nhung khong hiy mdt phian ctia hgp dong duore, huy thi
phai hily h&t, ma hdy bay gid ton tha't Ién 18m. L'an trede anh néi roi, dau
tw ki€u nay la phai cha’p nhan.”

“Viy a. Phai 1am sao bay gi¢...” Shiho cin moi dudi.

“Shiho... em ¢6 nghi em dang hanh dong ra't ich ki khong?” Yasushi chu
mdi khang nghi. “Anh ra't bi€t on em da gitip anh hoan thanh chi tiéu,
nhwng that khong c6ng bang voi anh Takayama néu em hiy hop dong chi
vi kho khan riéng minh. Anh con khong cha’p nhan dwoc ntra 1a.”

Giong Yasushi gio khong con 1a giong nhan vién ngan hang nira, ma la
giong mot dan anh dang day bao dan em. Shiho rut ¢0 lai, 1i nhi dap, anh
noéi dung.

“Em di My hay dau ciing dwoc, mién 1a dirng gdy anh hudng dén nguoi
khéc. Nhat la anh Takayama, ban trai cia em. R6t cudc em dang nghi gi
ha?”

“Thoi cdu a.” Takayama vdi can ngan. “Toi cling hi vong Shiho c6 thé
hién thyc héa wé'c mo. Cho nén ciu dwng nang 1o voi ¢6 &y nhw the.”

“Anh Takayama, nudng chiéu quéd khong tot dau.”

“Khong sao. Pay la van dé gitra hai ching t6i, cdu khdng phai ban tdm.”



“... Anh da néi vay, tdi s€ khong gép y gi nira.” Yasushi budng ti€ng thé
dai, nhin Shiho. “Viéc hily hgp dong gio’ sao day?”

“Thoi, em sé ty xoay x&.”

“Xoay x¢& dwore that?”

“Vang, khong sao dau.”

“Thé& thi anh di day. Pung gy phién todi cho ban trai em nira.

“Em xin 10i,” Shiho néi, van khong ngang d4u 1én.

Nhin Yasushi sai bwde di khud't roi, Takayama lai nhin Shiho. Trong co
ra't chan nan.

“Ban bac v&i anh ciling dwg'c ma. Sao em khong néi gi vEé chi phi chuyén
di?”

“Vi em khong bi€t phai ban bac th& nao. Em nghi phai chia tay v&i anh
nua...”

“Anh khong mudn chia tay. Anh s€ cho em ca doi. Chor d€n khi em quay
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“Anh Takayama...”
“Em can bao nhiéu cho chuyén di?” Takayama hoi.

Taisuke don tau tuyén Ginza d&€n Nihonbashi, roi rao chan di chuyén sang
san ga tuyé€n Tozai. Khi bat kip Shizuna dang di phia tredre, cdu giam td'c di
song song voi ¢d. Shizuna nhan ra va dung lai.

“Khoang dwoc bao nhiéu?” Taisuke cA't ti€ng hdi, mit nhin xudng dwong
ray.

“Nam tram.” Shizuna dap. “Pa dinh 18y mot tri¢u day.”

“Anh hai bao 18y ndm trdm thoi.”

“Em biét, nén m&i ¢d kim lai. Em nghi ¢6 th€ moi dwg'c nhiéu hon,
nhwng danh thoi.”

“Khi nao Minamida Shiho di My?”

“Em bao Takayama la thir Nam bay. Ta't nhi€n anh ta dinh ra Narita
tien.”



“Nhung thit Tw sé c¢6 email giti cho anh ta, v&i ndi dung ‘em sip 1én may
bay day, sor anh ra tién thi ca hai s& dau long, nén em da néi doi..."”

“U, quyét dinh vay di.”

Vira ldc tau dén, ca hai cting bwdc 1én.

“Con thay gido cip hai Kawano Takeo nira nhi? May tinh cét dirt v&i hin
bang cdch na0?” Taisuke hoi Shizuna.

“Co ban van mot chiéu A%y thdi. Chi tdi thang cha nay gan dé 18m, chéc
khong dé& dang bd cudc dau. Néu minh 1am ciing qu4, nha't dinh hin s& tim
dén tan cong ty bao hiem de€’ hdi cho ra nhé.”

“Thé thi khong on. Hét cach, danh bd ra chit cong strc vay.”

K& tir khi Koichi tuyén bd ring by Togami Yukinari 13 phi vu cudi ciing
roi ba anh em s& rira tay géc ki&€m, Taisuke va Shizuna bit dau thu don, tirc
1a xt¥ Iy ngay nhitng khau xt 1y dworc: gom tién, cét dirt quan hé.

Hai anh em vura V€ t&i Monzennakacho da ngtri thdy mui hwong thom
lrng. Koichi dang 1di hii ndu nwong trong bép. Chiéc tii du lich quang
chong cho trén giwong.

“Anh v€ khi nao da'y?” Taisuke hdi.

“Khodang ba tié€ng trwedrc. Anh ctr ban khodn mai, nén phai ndu thi ngay.”

“Xong chwa?” Taisuke nhin vao n'6i. “Mui v&i bé ngoai nhin gidng Ian
tried’'c ma nhi?”

“Ctr an di da. Vu Takayama sao roi?”

“Ntra triéu. Shi bit anh ta phai ndn tién ra mot cdch ngoan muc.”

“Shi gidi 14m!”

Puoc Koichi khen, Shizuna ng'di xudng giwdng véi vé dic thing, “Ma
anh di Nagoya lam gi?”

“HOm triedc anh ndi roi day. Can mot loai vii khi bi mét d€ tai tao moén
com bo bam cua bg".”

“«O Nagoya c6 a?”

“U. Kh6 khiin Ifm méi ki¢m dworc.”

“To mo ghé. Vi khi bi mat gi thé”?”” Taisuke hoi nhwng Koichi khdng tra
lovi.



Hom trede, nghe Shizuna néi mén com bo bam ctia Togami-tei mdi
mang ding hwong vi clia Ariake, Koichi cti dau chim vao tram tw. Mai anh
md&i ngang 1én va bio phai di Nagoya mot chuyén, ddp 4n ddy dd sé ndm &
d6. Thong bdo ra't bi hi€m, nhung anh cling khong dinh k€& cho hai dira em
ve€ y nghia thyc sy bén trong.

“Xong!” Mdt lic sau, Koichi bay com ra ban, “Shi, an the di.”

Ngdi tredc dia com, Shizuna hit mdt hoi thét sdu.

“Pirng cing thing.” Koichi bat cwdi. “Tha 16ng va in thi xem.”

“Tai trong trach 16m lao qud.” N6i doan, Shizuna bat dau dn. Cd chép
chép mét & thia dau tién, sang thia thir hai, cd nhin Koichi, mét ngoi séng.

“Sao?” Koichi hdi.

“Hoan hao!” Shizuna dép lai. “C6 hwong thom didc treng, chinh 1a com
bo bam cua bd".”

“Com bo bam hom treede an & Togami-tei cling thé nay a?”

Pap lai cau hdi ctia Koichi, Shizuna chi gat dau.

“Vay a...”

“Anh hai, r6t cudc 1a sao? Pung tp Gp mé& mé nira, giai thich rd xem
nao.”

Koichi li€n m¢& canh ctra dwdi bé riva bat va 18y mdt chai nwde twrong ma
Taisuke chwa thd’y bao gio.

“Pay la nwde twong ciia mot ctra hiéu lau doi & Nagoya. C6 nhiéu dau
bé&p dung nuwdc trong d€ tao nén hwong vi an cho com bo bam, va bd minh
ra’t chudng loai nay. o day ciing ghi nhw vady.” Koichi ¢dm cudn so cii dang
de trén bép 1én.

Taisuke nhan ra 1a cu6n s6 ma b6 thweong ghi chép cong thirc nd'u an.

“H6m nay anh di mua nwdc teong.” Koichi néi. “Hon ntra, con nghe
dwore mot chuyén ra't quan trong tai ctra hiéu.”

“Chuyén quan trong gi?” Taisuke va Shizuna hai mat nhin nhau.

“Togami-tei cling mua loai nwde twong nay. Hon ntra, Tan dau tién ho
mua né la vao mwoi bon ndm trede.”

Nghe con s& muwoi bon ndm, Taisuke cam tha’y mot ludng dién chay doc
co theé. Mat Shizuna danh lai.



“Chang c6 su tring hop nio hét!” Koichi néi. “Masayuki dé in cfp bi
quy€t ctia Ariake. Taisuke!”

“Gi co?”

“Pém hém d6, ngwoi may nhin tha’y chinh 1a Masayuki. May nhan ding
ngwoi roi day.”

Togami Yukinari dang hop v&i van phong thiét k&’ Yamabe Hidekazu vé
cach trang hoang cho qudn dn m&i thi chudng dién thoai reo vang. Anh néi
xin 16i va nhin man hinh, tha’y hién thi Takamine Saori, bén xoay lung lai
voi Hidekazu, nhan nit nhan cude goi r'oi dung tay che miéng, nhd giong
noi, “Alo, Togami Yukinari xin nghe.”

“A, xin 131, tdi 12 Takamine Saori, ngwdi hom trede anh moi d&n quén in
& Hiroo day a.”

“Vang, toi bi€t. Sau d6 c6 c6 on khong?”

“T6i 6n. Hom &y 1am phién anh qua. A quén, gi® anh tién néi chuyén
ch?”

“That ra tdi dang hop. Chic sip xong r'éi. Lat téi goi lai nhé?”

“T&t nhién a. Xin 10i da 1am phién anh trong lic 1am viéc.”

“Cé gi dau. Vay hen 14t nira.” Yukinari ctip may, ng'6i ngay ngén tré lai
ghé’.

Hidekazu nhin anh, mt hién o cAu cdm thdn “Ai cha cha”. “Cudc goi
cua doi tac vui vé ha, ciu Yukinari?”

“Gi? Sao lai the?”

“Vi mit c4u khdc 1dm. Ban nay cau cau c6 nhan nh6 nhw mot triet gia,
ma gi¢ troi tén han. C6 nao goi a?”

Yukinari v6 thirc so mét, roi voi vang xua tay, “Khong phai dau. Anh
dung n6i linh tinh.”

“That khong? C6 phai cd gai hom tredre dé€n dy tiéc tri an khong?”

Yukinari chot da vi bi vach tran, gioo m&i nhé tdi hom dé Hidekazu cling
c6 mat tai quan an & Hiroo.



“Tring tim den ha? T6t! Cau cling nén ¢b ban gai roi. Chinh cha tich
Masayuki tirng bao, Yukinari ra't gidi giai quy€&t cong viéc mot cach 1y tri,
nhwng lai khong biét rang, 1y tri thoi thi chwa du d€ nguwoi ta rung dong. C6
ban gai roi, doi khi ciu s€ tran tré vi khong hi€u noi tam tw ¢6 'y, diéu do
tot cho cau.”

Hidekazu la nha thi€t k& rat dwo'c Masayuki tin twéng, d€n nay da trgc
ti€p ddm nhan trang tri ndi tha't cho hai chi nhanh Togami-tei. Anh hon
Yukinari ding mwoi tuoi.

Yukinari nhan mat, “Pung 1a c6 2y, nhwng quan hé bon em khong nhw
anh twdng dau. Em chi mudn nghe danh gia cia mot phu nir tré, nén moi cod
Ay dén. Vi ban cd &y ban ddt xua't, bon em mdi ghép ban ngdi cing. Thé
thoi.”

“That dang ti€c! Khi dan 6ng lao lung cho sy nghi€p, hdu phwrong nén c6
phu nr cham lo. Hay cdu thi tdn cong c6 &y xem? Xinh thé con gi.”

“Anh dirng dda nira. Ching d&i ndo c6 'y d& y dén mot dng chd nhw em.
Trong thé thoi chi con la sinh vién daYy.”

“Sinh vién? O, ba't ngd ghé! Khong biét cd Ay tich liy bao nhiéu kinh
nghiém s6ng md&i dwge nhw vay. A, tdi khong ¢6 y néi ¢6 &y gia, ma tw ¢
4’y toat ra phong thai cia ngwoi tredng thanh.”

“Em biét. Em ciing thd’y th&". C6 &y k€ dang hoc nidm tw mot treong &
Kyoto, vi mudn c6 that nhiéu trdi nghiém nén dang tam nghi hoc. Phai
ching day l1a ly do?”

“Hwm. T6i lai khong nghi ma’y trdi nghiém ba chdp ba nhang c6 the
khién nguwoi ta trd nén chitng chac dwoc.” Hidekazu nghiéng dau ngAm
nghi. “Ma thoi, du khéng phai ngwoi yéu thi ti€p xtc voi cdc cd gai tré
cling t6t. Quan #n ['4An nay nhim dé&n khach hang tré tudi ma.”

“Em hi€u. Cho nén em chi gitr lién lac v&i ¢ &y thoi, khdng cd cam xtdc
nao déc biét ca...”

“Pugc roi! Pung nghiém tdc qué thé.” Hidekazu cwoi kho.

Khoang ba mwoi phiit sau, cudc hop k€t thiic. Vira roi khoi van phong
thi€t k&', Yukinari lién 12y dién thoai goi cho Saori.

“Vang, alo.” Gigng ndi twoi sdng vang lén.

“Togami Yukinari ddy. Ban ndy xin 16i ¢6 nhé.”



“T6i m&1i phdi xin 16i vi 1am phién ldc anh ban. Gior néi chuyén dwgc roi
af)’?

“Tdi vira hop xong. Lién quan d&n trang tri ndi tha't quén #n sip khai
trerong &y ma.”

“0O, nghe hay qua!”

Saori tram tr6, nghe ching thyc sy quan tim chir khdong don gian la xa
giao, lam Yukinari bat gidc nh¢ lai chia sé ctia ¢d vé van dé chi€u sang
trong quan.

“Vi m&i hdi sor qua... ¢6 da khoe han chwa?”

“T6i On r'oi a. Vi viéc nay ma hdm nay tdi goi cho anh da’y. Lic dy ay
ndy v&i anh qud. Toi mudn néi xin 16i va cam on. Hom nao ching ta gip
nhau mot chut duegrc khong? TAm ba mwoi phut thoi.”

“Co6 dung khach sdo. Con gédp nhau thi tdt nhién 1a khong van dé. Khi
nao cd ranh?”

“T6i mudn gip cang sém cang tot, ma chic anh ban 1dm, nén doi anh ¢
thoi gian cling dwoc.”

“Um... B&t6i xem...”

Yukinari nhé lai lich trinh sip t&i, mot ¥ twdng chot 16e 1én. Hay day
cht! Anh bén néi, v&i d6i chit lwong I,

“Xin 10i ¢6 vi hoi gdp, hdm nay, ngay bay gio dwoc khong?”

“Bay gio’ 8y a? Pworc th6i.” Qua nhién Saori hoi bat ngo’, nhiwng khong
hé t6 ra kho xi.

“Thoda thuan nhé. That ra t61 mudn dwa cd6 d€n mot noi.”

“Not nao?”

“Pe€ gdp mat toi s€ ndi.”

Yukinari cip may, sau khi hen mdt ti€ng ntra tai mot quan ca phé &
Roppongi Hills. Anh nhin ra minh hin hoan ki la. Sau khi ngdm nghi xem
tai sao, anh danh thtra nhan khéng phai y tedng dwa Takamine Saori di dau
da’y, ma chinh viéc sap dwgc gap c6 da lam tim anh bwng sang. Yukinari
nh& lai goi § ciia Hidekazu. CAu “Hay c4u thir tAn cong cd &y xem” van
con vang vdng bén tai.



Néu Saori la ban gdi minh... Mot thodng mo’ twéng khi€n Yukinari ndng
buwng cd ngwoi. Trong lic ng'6i taxi d&n Roppongi Hills, trdng ngyc anh
dap nhanh hon bao gio hét.

Sau khi Iwgn qua vai hang quan & Roppongi Hills va mua mét cd'c
espresso tai quan hen, Yukinari it nhiéu di trd'n tinh, va bit dau nghi vé
Saori theo mot cich khéac. Anh nhan ra minh gan nhw chang bi€t gi vé co.
Tw Man gdp ddu tién tai budi thi rworu vang, anh méi ng'6i chung ban voi cd
hai I'an tai Togami-tei, d€u chi d€ nghe cdm nghi ctia ¢6 V€ quan. Anh bi€t
cO la sinh vién, ma chua bi€t co6 hoc chuyén nganh gi, gia dinh thé nao, bd
co ra sao... Pa 1a khich hang ctia Cortesia Japan, chic chin phdi c6 dia vi
nhat dinh.

Yukinari bong thd’y cim ghét ban than. Khong phai anh khong biét giao
ti€p voi phu niv, nhwng chuyén tro chi loanh quanh mén an véi quan an,
khong da dong dén chu d@é gi khac ntra, anh chwa tirng nghi dén viéc hoi
tham vE€ c6. Hom tiéc tri an cling vay. Hoi xong cdm nhan vEé cdc mon an,
anh huyén thuyén vé chi nhdnh m&i. Du Saori khong t6 ra nham chéan hay
khé chiu, nhung chic c6 khd sé& 14m.

Chi tai minh qua tip trung vao ban than nén m&i khdng kip thoi nhan ra
st thay doi ba't thwong ctia Saori. Pang yén dang lanh ng'di dn ¢6 lai rovi
nude mit. Chic chin di c6 diéu khong 6n, hoidc vé tinh than hoic vé the
chdt. Toi tAn bay gior, Yukinari vAn hoi han, ty trdch sao khong phat hién
so'm hon, khong quan tdm ding mirc trwde khi tinh hinh xa'u di.

Lidc ngdi taxi dwa cd vé can ho cling vy, anh khdng nghi ra 1o nao d€
noi, s¢ nhd miéng khi€n cd ton thwong, hodc ngwoc lai, bi ¢d khinh
thwong. Thdt thdm hai... Yukinari ty nguyén raa minh vo dung.

Khoéng bao lau sau Saori xua't hién, 4o khoidc xam choang ngoai 4o len
tring, chi€c quan den cang 1Am ndi bat ddi chan dai mién man.

“Xin 16, anh chd 1au chwa?” Co dirng mét & chiéc cdc dit trude mit
Yukinari, ca phé da can.

“Khong dau, tai tdi d&€n so'm thoi. Co uéng gi?” Yukinari nhom day.

“To1 ty di1 mua. Anh dang u6ng espresso dung khong? To61 udng gidng
anh nhé?”

“Ta’t nhi€n, khong thanh van dé.”



Nhin Saori di ra quay mua nwdée, Yukinari thd’y 10ong tran ngép han hoan.
Du khong phéi nguoi yéu, nhwng anh ra't vui vi c6 the€ gdp go mdt cd gai
tré xinh dep nhw thé".

O ban céch da’y mdt quang c6 hai thanh nién. Yukinari nhan ra ho vira thi
thAm v&i nhau vira doi mét theo Saori, xem chirng dinh bit chuyén néu cd
di v&i ban gdi. Ho nhin mai cho dé&n khi ¢6 quay lai chd ng6i, va tha't vong
tha’y 3, cudi cling ném cho Yukinari 4nh nhin thi dich. Chic ho dang nghi
lam sao mot ong chi lai ¢6 th€ hen ho v&i ¢d gdi xinh dep nhwong Yy, dai
loai thé". Yukinari tir deng tha'y dic thing va mudn ché giéu bon ho.

Saori d€ tach ca phé xudng ban, dat hai tay 1én dau g6i va cii dau, “To6i
ra't Ay ndy vi chuyén Ian trede. Gap lai anh xdu hd qua, nhwng téi nghi
minh phai néi 1o xin 16i.”

“C0 dwng ndi th&”. Chinh t6i m&i can ki€m di€m lai minh. T6i da qua
cham chap, nén khong kip nhan ra la c6 khong khde.”

“Khong phai t6i khong khde. Ma tai an com bo bam lam t6i nho d&€n mét
chuyén.”

“Sao co?”

“H61 t6i con nhd, nha mot ngwoi ban than mé quan com Tay, hwong vi
com bo bam hdm no ra't gidng com bo bam & quan nha ban 8y.”

“Huwong vi giong? That 4? Quén an & dau?”

“OY Yokosuka. M, toi khong chic ¢ giong that hay khong nita. C6 thé vi
déu la com bo bam nén m¢i sinh do giac la giong nhau. B& me ban &y ma't
dot ngdt do tai nan, nén ban &y da chuyén d&€n mot noi ra't xa. Nho lai ngay
xwa, ty nhién toi thi’y dau 1ong... That xin 16i anh.”

“Ra thé"! C6 va nguoi ban...”

“Tw &y ching tdi khong gip lai nhau nita.” Saori cup mét xudng.

Yukinari nghi c6 gai nay tinh t€ va nhay cam lam sao, con ra't bi€t quan
tam dén ngwoi khac. Khong thi chang 1y gi nh¢ lai ngwoi ban cach mat twe
bé chi vi hwong vi cia mdt mon an.

“Pang 1& phai xin 18i anh, tdi lai di bién minh bang ciu chuyén nham
chéan nay.” Saori dwa tay che mat, r'oi nha'c tdi gid'y bén canh d€’'1én dau
g01. Co 12y trong tai ra mot boc gid'y, dat 1én ban, “Khdng dang gi, mong
anh nhan cho.”



Qud bat ngor, Yukinari 1ic dau quay quay, “Co6 khong can phai lam the’
dau.”

“Tai toi 4y ndy 1im. Ciing khong c6 gi to tat, néu gitip ich dwoc cho cong
viéc cua anh thi t6t qua...”

“That ngai qud.” Yukinari don 18y boc gid'y. Tat nhi€n, anh khong h€ khé
chiu. “T6i m¢ ra xem nhé?”

“Anh c ty nhién, ma... anh dwng ki vong qua.”

Yukinari can than béc 1op gid’y goi, bén trong 1a con dao khui regru dyng
trong bao da, chuoi hoi cong ¢6 chdt dong.

“Phién ban tai phat hanh ctia Chateau Laguiole? San pham ra't ¢6 tén tudi
day!”

“L’an dau gap anh la ¢ budi thit regru, nén ty nhién... DU t6i nghi ¢6 th€
anh da c6 cai t6t hon roi.”

“T6i chwra c6 céi nao to't thé nay ca. Ngai qud... T6i xin phép nhén nhé?”

“Pay 12 tAm 1ong clia tdi ma. Anh nhan cho thi tdi vui 1m.”

“Cam on cd. T6i s€ tran trong nd. Chéc t6i s& bi bd cwdi vao mit 1a con
qud non d¢ dﬁpg dao nay ma't th6i.” Yukinari tra con dao vao bao da, va can
than boc lai bang gidy goi.

“Nghe néi bd” anh mé quan an dau tién tai Yokohama?”” Saori héi.

“Piing vay. BAy gio toi con hoc tiéu hoc. Quén nhd 14m, bd chi 1a mot
dau b&p khong gidi budn ban.”

Loi k& ctia Yukinari 1am mét Saori sdng 1&n, “T6i rAt mudn nghe nhirng
chwong dau tién cta Togami-tei.”

Yukinari cwoi gwong, nghiéng dau suy nghi, “Co sé khong thay thi vi
dau.”

“Giai thoai thud co’ han cia nhirng ngwoi thanh dat thwong nhiu gia tri
tham khdo, khong phai sao?”

“Co6 th€...” Yukinari dat 1€n ban con dao da géi lai dep dé, r'oi nhin Saori.
“That ra bay gio’ t6i mudn dwa cd dén mcf)E n(?’i. Du chuyén ngay xwa khong
thd vi 1am, nhung d€ t6i vira gidi thiéu chod sap t&i vira k€ cho ¢d nghe
nhé?”

“A, anh c6 néi qua dién thoai r'6i nhi? Gio chiing ta di dau?”



“Cir ra khéi day da.” Dut 101, Yukinari 1ién dirng 1én.

Noi ho dé€n cach ga Azabu Juban khoang nam phiit di bd, toa lac trén con
phd’ c6 su pha tron gitra cac ctra hang cli va m&i. Cau thang udn lwgn nhe
nhang din tir mit tién tda nha 1&n 167 vao tang trén van chua gin cira. DAy
la Togami-tei chi nhdnh Azabu Juban, cling 1a no'1 Yukinari mu6n cho
Shizuna xem.

“Chu y dudi chan.” Yukinari nhic lic di qua ctra.

Shizuna theo sau anh, bén trong vong ra ti€ng thi cong lich kich. Vira
bing qua hanh lang van coOn 16t tAm nhwa trong, Shizuna thd’y hién ra triede
mit mot khong gian rdng 16n. Cd ding bude, méat mé to day kinh ngac.
DAy la cam xuc that, khdng phai dién.

“Oa, rong qua!” Co ba't gidc thot 1én.

Yukinari dang di phia truedc 1ién ngodi dau lai, cwrdi 16 ham ring tring
tinh, “Vi chwa bay bién gi nén m&i tha'y rong. Thit ra tdi mudén mét noi 1on
hon ma tim mai khong dwgrc, nén thé nay cling kha hai 1ong roi.”

Shizuna vira nghe nhirng 1o gidi thiéu day ty tin ctia Yukinari viea dwa
mét nhin. Noi tha't chwra hoan thién, nhung d6i v&i o thi noi ddy van vo
cung hao nhodng. Cong nhén ta't bat chd no chd kia, khong rd 1am nhirng
gi, tuy nhién thong qua béng dang ling ling 1am viéc ctia ho, cd van cdm
nhan dwoec khong gian trong trai nay dang dan chuyén minh thanh mét
quan an m&i toanh.

“C0 thd'y sao? Dy dinh trong thdng xong phan trang tri. Sang thing sé
mang ban gh€ vao, cud1 cung la giai doan hoan thién.”

“Nghe tuyét qua di ma't. Quan &n cé th€ chira khoang bao nhiéu nguoi a?

“T6i khong ¢ ¥ dinh nh'6i nhét khach hang. Nhiéu thi chic khodng nim
muoi ngeoi chang? T6i mudn wu tién bai tri hon.”

Shizuna gat d4u va nhin quanh I4n nita. Quan dn nim & géc tda nha nén
khong gian vudng vén, hai mit ¢6 ctra s8. CO twdng twong ra cinh ké ban &
do.

“Néu la cd, cd6 mudn dung bira tai vi tri nao?” Yukinari hoi.



“PE tdi xem...” Shizuna ti€n lai gan ctra sO, so sanh canh quan bén ngoai
voi bén trong va tham hinh dung dai khai b6  cuc. C6 di doc theo ctra s0,
roi dwng chan tai goc trong cling. “Tuy vao khoang cach v&i ban bén canh,
nhung t6i nghi minh thich chd nay nhat.”

“Tai sao?”

“Vi ai cling mu6n thwdng thirc phong canh bén ngoai, ma ng'di & vi tri
dé bj @&’y thi hoi... Con & day, khi t6i d&€n hay ro1i di déu dé di chuyén va
khong can ban tam qud nhiéu.” N6i doan, co nhin vé phia cdt nha hinh tru
bén canh. “Cot nay dwore. Khud't sau né ¢6 cam gidc riéng tw.”

Yukinari khé 1ic dau va mim cudi, “Pua c6 dén day ding 12 lwa chon
sang sudt, toi tw tin v&i cam nhédn cda ban than hon roéi.”

Shizuna nghiéng dau td vé khong hi€u. Yukinari git dau ti€p tuc.

“Ban than t6i ciing thd’y vi tri nay t6t nhat v&i ly do giong hét c6. Ca vé
cdi cOt nira.” Anh gio tay v0 v6 than cot, ledt mét khip quan. “Co thdy c6
nhi€u cot qua khong?”

“Um...”

“Cot tuy gay can tré, nhung ciing c6 tac dung che chin, dit khong to 1dm
van mang lai cho nguwdi ta cdm gidc an tAm. TAt nhién, ching t6i da phai
vét 6¢ suy nghi lam sao d& n6 khong vuedng duong di.”

“Y twdng hay da’y!”

“That ra, quan dn dau tién cta Togami-tei cling cé ra't nhiéu cdt.

“Quan an dau ti€én & Yokohama ay a?”

Yukinari git dau, “N6 khong rong 1dm, nhung cdt nhan nhén. Lic nhd,
voi mot tam h'on tré tho, t6i thd'y that phién phirc, con nghi chang 1€ khach
hang khong phan nan gi sao. Cho d&n hom 2y, t6i tinh co’ chirng ki€n mot
canh twong thd vi...”

ThuAn tdy vi to mo, Shizuna nhin chdm cham vao Yukinari. “Mot cip doi
tré tudi vao quan. B’y gio t6i ng'6i & quay, an sud't an tdi danh cho nhan
vién, trong mot lic lor dang li€c vEé phia ho thi thd'y nguoi dan 6ng ngo
ngudy khong ngwng. Nhin ki thi thd’y anh ta gidu mot chi€c hop nhd dudi
ban, mit ddo lia lia nhrr quan sit xung quanh, roéi m&i nhe nhang dit chigc
hop 1én ban. La hop nhan day.”



Twdng twong ra canh ay, Shizuna git dau. Giong canh thwong gip trong
ma’y by phim truyén hinh.

“That ra, ti chd minh tdi khong nhin thd’y mit ngwdi dan ong, vi vuedng
cdt. Anh ta han ciing khong bi€t t6i dang quan sat. Néu khong c6 cay cot,
c6 khi anh ta di nhén ra 4nh mét t6i, va khong da diing khi d&€ hanh dong
kich tinh nhw th&”. Héa ra c6t nha ciing c6 tdc dung ddy chir.”

“Cau chuyén hay that!”

“Togami-tei khi &y nhiéu cdt 1a do khong da kinh phi dap bd, danh giw
nguyén cau tric ndi tha't cda quan trwdc. Ping 1a trong cdi rii ¢é cai may,
mot ki (rc khé quén @61 vi toi. Toi van tAm niém khi nao c6 quén riéng thi
da’y phai 1a noii cac cap doi cé thé€ thoai mai trao qua cho nhau ma khong lo
soi méi dom ngd.” Nhin Yukinari say swa ke, doi ltic canh miii con phép
ph'ong, Shizuna nghi thdm ngwoi dan 6ng nay thuc sy yéu cong viéc, ding
hon 1a anh ta mudn dung quan com cua minh d¢ mang lai niém vui cho
moi ngwoi. Ludn tAm ni€ém vE nd, nén c6 nhin hay nghe thd’y gi déu chi
lién twédng dén né ching? Co bdng tha’y ghen tj v&i tAm hdn trong séng
khong tap ni€m cua anh.

Chot mot nhan vién ti€n lai gan, thi thim vao tai Yukinari. V& teoi cuoi
bi€n mi't, anh ta trao dGi vai 1o voi ngweoi kia xong thi nhin Shizuna, “Xin
161, t6i c6 viéc mot chit.”

“Anh cr ty nhién,” cd dap.

Yukinari va nhin vién kia ¢cAm ban vé thao ludn v&i nhau. Shizuna nhin
khip quén thém mot ['4n nita va twdng trong tinh hinh Iic hoan cdng, ca
khung cénh lic khach hang vao day nira. Chwa r6 ndi tha't va chi€u sang
th& nao, cd ben ty thiét k& trong dau theo y twdng riéng. Yukinari mong
mudn day la noi d€ cac cap d6i thoai mai lui téi. Mudn hién thyc héa diéu
nay, can tao ra bau khong khi thé" nao?

Shizuna di doc cac birc twong, chot nghi & day nén treo tranh chang?
Mot loai tranh ding nghiém tic long trong qud, nhin vao phai thay vui...

Shizuna bdng dung chén.

May dang lam gi vay? C6 tw mang. Qudn dn thé nao thi mdc ké né chir.
Yukinari kinh doanh thdt bai ciing chang sao. Do khong phdi la chuyén may
can quan tam.



Sau khi Koichi tdi tao hoan hdo hwong vi com bo bam cua Togami-tei, néi
cach khac la com bo bam cua Ariake, ba anh em da ti€n hanh ban bac xem
ti€p theo nén lam gi.

Koichi bao, dirt khodt phai tim dwoc bang ching. “Ké Taisuke bit gip
vao dém an mang, chin phan mwoi 1a Togami Masayuki, nhwng chi bao
giong thi canh sat s€ khdng vao cudc dau. Can cé bang chirng xac dinh ldo
la hung thua.”

“Ldo dn cip cong thitc ciia Ariake ma van chwra dd 1am bang chitng sao?”

Taisuke hoi, Koichi chi lic dau.

“Khong hin 12 &n cip. N6i ding hon, 130 khdng #n cép né.”

“Tai sao?”

“Vi c6ng thirc chi chép trong cuén s anh dang gitr. Khong con ghi chép
nao khac. Masayuki ndu dwg'c com bo bam cia Ariake chi c6 thé€ do 1ao
trye ti€p hoi bo.”

“Gi thi gi, Masayuki v&i bo at 12 chd quen biét. Em bét giip 130 vao dém
an mang, con chwa du sao?”

Koichi khong tan thanh, “Hwrong vi com bo bam gidng nhau khong
chirng minh dwoc hai ngeoi quen biét. K€ ca chi ra 1do dung loai nwde
tong kia, ma 1do bao bién 1a truing hop ngiu nhién, thi ciing khé bac bo.”

“Trung hop d&n mirc nay sao? Hwong vi khdng chi gidng, ma cuc ki
giong.”

“Anh nghi khong lam gi tring hop nhw the” dworc, nhwng van chwa da d€
thuy€t phuc canh sét.”

“Thé& thi cai gi chirng minh dwgc Masayuki 1a hung tha?”” Shizuna hai.

Koichi khoanh tay, chdm rai n6i, “Thu thét, bdy gio’ ra't khé chirng minh.
Pa mwoi bdn ndm troi qua, khoé 1ong ki€m tra chirng ctr ngoai pham. K€ ca
ki€m tra dwgc, cling khong the quy k&t Masayuki khong c6 chirng cir ngoai
pham nén dirt khodt 1a hung thi. Van @€ ntra 13, canh sat ¢6 tim dwoe da'u
van tay hay mén d6 nao cta hung thu dau.”

“Khong 1€ bd cudc?” Taisuke chu mbi.



“Ai bdo bd. Chéc chdn s& c6 cich. Du sao, ¢ tim hi€u xem mudi bon
nam tried'c Masayuki da l1am gi. Nhw may néi, chac chan 1do phai ¢c6 moi
lién hé v&i Ariake. Triedc mat céan tim hi€u r6 rang da.” No6i xong, Koichi
ném anh mat sac lem vE€ phia Shizuna, “Moi chuyén phai trong cdy vao Shi
ron.”

Shizuna im lang gat dau. Khoi ndi ciing bi€t chi minh ¢6 ma&i ¢6 the ti€p
can Masayuki.

“Néu tim dwoe bang chirng thi anh tinh sao?” Taisuke hoi. “Bédo cénh sat
éf)”

Koichi khong tra 1o ngay, ma cau may suy tw h'6i lau.

“Anh hai...”

“Tuy vao két qua ching ta tim dwgc.” Koichi néi. “N&u r6 rang d&n murc
Masayuki khong chdi tdi noi, thi ching ta s€ nac danh bdo canh sat.”

“Néu khong 16 rang?” Shizuna hoéi. “Anh dinh lam gi n€u két qua khong
dt thuy&t phuc? Van bdo canh sét ch?”

“Chang béo thi sao, ding khong anh hai?” Taisuke tim ki€m sy tdn thanh
ctia anh trai.

Koichi dap lai v&i khudn mét tram ngdm, “N&u la bang chirng nira voi,
chwra chac canh sat da chiu vao cudc. Du ho dong y di€u tra, ma Masayuki
quanh co chdi tdi thi cling bo tay.”

“Vay diéu tra thém cho ki cang la dwg'ec ma, khong phai sao?”

“Khong dau, khong duorc.”

“Tai sao?”

Koichi 1ién nhin qua nhin lai gitra hai em, “Vi tredc khi bdo canh sit,
chiing ta phai cit sach moi quan hé v&i nha Togami. Ctt nghi 12 biét. Canh
sat nha't dinh sé lam r6 danh tinh ngwoi cung cAp thong tin, suy doan nguoi
nay ¢ gan Masayuki, va don sy nghi ngo’ vé phia c6 gai tré da ti€p cén
thang con lao dao gan day.”

“Ti€p can thi sao?”

Nghe Taisuke hdi ma Koichi can lo’i, anh thé dai, “Canh sat sé nghi gi vé
cd gdi dung t€n gid d€'ti€p can Yukinari? Ca tay buén da quy gid mao ntra.”



“Chung ta la gia quy€n ctia nan nhan co’ ma. Chi can néi chiing ta ti€p
can d€ tém cai dudi Masayuki.”

“May s& tra 1oi thé’ ndo néu canh sét héi Iy do d& mit dén Yukinari?”

“Ctr vién dai ly do nao do thoi.”

“Cu th€ hon di. Vién dai thé nao?”

Bi Koichi hdi don, Taisuke 4m trc nin ling. Koichi 1ic #au ngdn ngam.

“May dung quén ching ta 1a bang nhém lwra ddo, phai hét stec d€ phong
canh s4t @& mét t&i. Con khong biét tai sao anh phai gdn den canh bio 1én
ctra a?”

“Em biét. Vdy, nhé khong tim dwoc bang chirng vitng chéc chi ra
Masayuki 1a hung thu thi phai lam sao?”

“Chi con cach dung d&€n phrong én cudi cung.” Koichi nhd giong Tam
bam.

“Phwong 4n cudi cung?” Shizuna hoi.

“Chura t&i liic tiét 16. Tam thoi anh khong mudn can nhéic ha sach do.
Gio tap trung tim bang chitng d4.” Koichi nhin hai em. “Anh nhéc lai T4n
ntra d€ hai dira nho. Tw gior, toan bo k& hoach thay doi. P61 twgng chuyén
twr con sang bd’, Togami Masayuki. Muc tiéu khong con 1a 10 triéu yén ntra,
ma ddi thanh bang ching chirng minh Masayuki giét hai v ch'dong Ariake.
Khdi néi hai dira cling biét, diy la i twong dang gid nhat tw tredre dén
nay. Nhom A. A khong, A+. Nha't dinh phai thanh cong.”

Loi khaamg dinh dong dac ctia Koichi vAn vang vong trong tai Shizuna. Co
tr nhd, minh phai ¢ ging ddp lai ki vong ctia anh, ciing 12 con dwong duy
nha't d€ giai tda cam han tich tu sudt mwoi bon ndm qua. Koichi da dan,
“Trwdc mit, cAn 1am rd mdi quan hé gitra Masayuki va Ariake. Phai hdi ki
chuyén mudi bdn nim trwedre. Chic chin sé phat hién ra mdi lién hé vdi
Ariake.”

Shizuna ty dong vién, khong duwgc d€ ban than cudn theo cau chuyén cua
Yukinari. Thit dién ré khi nghiém tiic cAn nhéc va gép ¥ vé cdc du tinh clia
anh ta.



Trao doi v&i nhan vién xong, Yukinari quay lai v&i khuén mit twoi cwor,
“Xin 16i vi d€ cd doi 1au. Vat liéu cho quay khong ding véi thiét k&'

“Gay that!”

“Chiju thdi, ai cling c6 ltic méic sai TAm. Quan trong 12 khong Lip lai Tan
thr hai.”

Nhin Yukinari cudi khoe ring trang, Shizuna chot thd'y mot cdm xtc mo
h'6 nhen I€n trong long.

Roi khdi Togami-tei Azabu Juban van dang thi cong, ho budc ra ngoai lic
troi dd nha nhem. Vwra dit chan xuéng dwong, Yukinari dang di phia truedc
bong ngodi lai nhin Shizuna nhw swc nhé ra diéu gi.

“C06 bao mudn nghe k& vé bd tdi nhi? VE chwong dau cua Togami-tei?”

Shizuna cuwoi kho, “Vang. Anh bdo vira gidi thiéu quan méi vira k€ cho
to1 nghe.”

Yukinari v gdy, ngtra mit 1én troii, “Xin 101, toi quén béng mat. Trong
d4u chi toan chuyén ctia minh. .. That xin 16i ¢d.”

“Anh khong can xin 10i dau a. TAt nhién, tdi van rd't mudn nghe.”

“T6i s€ ke'ta't tan tat cho ¢6 nghe. Chuing ta quay lai nhé?” Yukinari xoay
g6t, dinh theo cau thang 1€n lai tang hai.

“Chung ta... quay lai sao?”

“T6i da hira vira gidi thiéu quan méi vira k€ ma.”

“Nhung t6i xem quan m¢&i da roi...”

“A, cling phai.” Ping gitra cau thang, Yukinari lai dwa tay 1én dau. “Lam
sao bay gio?”

Nhin dang vé bdi r6i ctia Yukinari, Shizuna bat cwei. Binh thwong the”
nay cO cdu ti€t st rudt, nhung hom nay lai khong. Mot Tan ntra ¢6 nghti,
anh chang that vung vé! Lién quan dén cong viéc thi thdo vat chu dong, con
tao deng md1 quan hé ngoai pham tru cOng viéc, anh s€ bo1 ro1 ngay. Co
quy&t dinh, minh phai din dét anh ta thoi.

“T6i tha'y vira an t6i vira néi chuyén ciing dwoc, anh nghi sao?”



“An tdi? A, ding r'oi. Nghe hay da’y. Khi nio ¢6 ranh?”

“Khi nao... la sao a?”

“PE& xem lich trinh tudn nay cta t6i thé nao.” Yukinari cau may suy nghi.

“Bay gio’ anh ban gi a?”

“Bay gior 4? Bau c6, t6i khong ban gi cd...” N6i tdi ddy, anh nhin dong
h'6 deo tay nhwr nhan ra diéu gi. “Um, dn t&7 bay gio cling dwoc nay. Co
khong ban gi ch?”

“To1 khong sao a.”

“Vay ching ta di an t6i nhé, dé€n gio r'oi.”

“Vang, toi ra’t sdn long.”

“An & dau day nhi?”

Nhin Yukinari di xudng ciu thang v&i vé mat dam chiéu, Shizuna ty nhu,
anh ta that tha ghé, mdi tdi hoi phién phirc. Tuy nhién, cd khong hé khé
chiu.

Cudi ciing Yukinari chon quén in Y g4n ga Azabu Juban. Ca bén ngoai
14n bén trong déu kha binh dén, ban trdi khin ca-rd gian di. Quan nay ndi
ti€ng v&i banh mi ty lam.

“Nghe ndéi banh mi & day phai 1én men may ti€ng d6ng h'6 1an. C6 chd y
nhé, xé banh mi Ia thd’y mui thdo mdc thoang thodng. Pay la dieém dac biét
cta qudn nay.” Dut 01, Yukinari 1ién b mi€ng banh mi vira xé vao miéng.
HE néi vé am thyc 1a anh s6i ndi han Ién.

“Anh tim hi€u ta't ca cac quan an quanh day hay sao?”” Shizuna do hoi.

“Ta't nhién. Ho vwra 1a @61 th vwa 1a chién htru cua t6i ma.”

“Chién hwu?”

“Pung th&’, vi cing hop stec dwa khach dén con phd nay. Khach ma dén
Ginza hay Roppongi thi dau c6 gi d€ canh tranh. Mudn ho vao quan minh
thi phai 1am ho d&€n ph6” minh da, tredre ti€n vao quan nao ciing dwgec. Sau
d6 m&i dén phin thi thd tai nang d€ gite khach.”

Lo 18 cho tha’y Yukinari tran ngdp ty tin, rang khach hang chi ¢an dén
quéan ctia anh mdt [an, nha't dinh s€ d€n nhi€u [an nwa.

“V1 khi cia anh 1a com bo bam kia?”



Dép lai cau hdi cia Shizuna, Yukinari gat dau ty hao, “Thanh bai cua
quén déu trong cay vao com bo bam. A, ban nay c6 k&€ hwong vi cia né
khoi gori hoai ni€ém cho ¢6 nhi?”

“Xin 16i anh vi cAu chuyén ng& ngan...”

“Khong dau, tdi tha’y ra't dic sic. That kinh ngac khi biét c6 quan khac
nau dwoc hwong vi giong quan minh. Vi bd t6i ¢ bao da ma't ra't nhi€u
cdng strc m@i tao ra dwgrc hwong vi nay.”

Cau chuyén da ti€n dén cot 161 van dé. Shizuna nhin vao mét Yukinari,
“Hwong vi &y ra mat & quan Togami-tei dau tién nhi?”

“U, quén dn nhiéu cot toi da k& da’y.”

“Com bo bam la at chu bai ciia quan ding khong a?”

“Piing. Khich hang dén nhan, ti€ng lanh d6n xa, con 1€n bdo dai nwra
nén cang lic cang dong khach. Tuy nhién, khong phai moi chuyén sudn sé
ngay tir #au. Toi nhé h6i m&i khai trirong, hau nhu ngay nao ciing ving
tanh. Khoang hai ndm sau, khach m&i ting dot bién.”

“C6 nguyén nhan déc biét gi khong?”

“C6 1€ nho’ d61 m¢i thanh cong.”

“P061 m&i thé nao?”

“Chi thay doi thc don mot chuit thoi, ching toi tang thém lya chon cho
com bo bam, két qua cyc ki kha quan. Buoi trira, nhan vién van phong 1i
lrgt kéo dén an com bo bam. Thoi gian tha'm thoat tr6i qua, khong biét tw
khi nao, né da tré thanh mot quan an c6 hang dai khach dirng dovi. N6i that,
toi gior toi van 14y 1am la. Chi doi thye don ma ddi van ludn.”

Phai 1a doi hwong vi com bo bam chi¢ nhi? Shizuna ty nhi. Chwa 1o chi
ti€t, nhwng dirt khoat Masayuki da dwa cong thirc com bo bam Ariake vé
ban & quan, nho d6 cai thién dwoe danh gia cua khach hang. Lam céach nao
ma&i chirng minh dwgc day?

“Com bo bam quan minh thyc sy rd't ngon.” Shizuna cam théan. “Cé6 bi
mat gi khong? Heong vi an chang han?”

Yukinari dinh dn mén xip rau ki€u Y, nghe vdy dung tay, né nu cuoi bi
hi€m, “C6 nhiéu bi mat lam. Pang ti€c, t6i khong ti€t 16 cho c6 dworc.”

“T6i thd'y nwde x6t ¢ mui thom rat ddc ddo. Sau khi an, cam gidc mui
thom van dong & mdi va ring.”



Yukinari mé& to mét, than phuc nhin Shizuna roi 18c d4u cam than, “That
dang n€. Chwa khach nao thuedng thirc com bo bam nha ching t6i theo cach
tinh t& dé€n vay. Hon ntra, ldc d6 ¢6 mai an dwore mot it ma da...”

“B{ mat ctia mii tho'm...” Shizuna qua quyét néi ti€p. “Nim & nuwdec
teong.”

Yukinari di€ng ngwoi, “Tai sao?”

“T6i doan thé&’, chir khong phai vi ¢6 vi nwde teong... Xin thong cam
n€u t61 dodn nham.”

“O! That kinh ngac!” Yukinari bd thia xudng, viron tay 13y ly vang tring.
Anh nhap mét ngum, nudt xudng r'oi thé manh. “Ping nhw cd néi. Ching
toi ding nwdc teong lam vi an, nhwng chwa mot ai chi ngiri miii ma nhén
ra, k€ ca cac nha nghién ctru am thyc. C6 that dang gom.”

“Anh qud khen r'6i. T6i may méin dodn tring thoi.”

“Pay dau phai chuyén dodn triing nhé may mén dwore. Chéc ¢ rat am
hi€u am thyc.”

“Khong phai dau. That ra, ban t6i da bat mi cho.”

gp

‘(Ban?’,

“Nguwoi ban mat b6" me do tai nan ma toi da k€ da’y. Ban &y bat mi, ‘B&
to dung nwde twong d€ tao ra vi an cho com bo bam.” Thanh ra t6i méi hoi
thtr. Qua nhién 1a t6i gap may.”

Yukinari git g td vé chdp nhan loi giai thich, “T6i hi€u. Dling nwdc
twong cling khong phai hi€m. Van dé 1a loai nwdc twong nao. Diéu nay toi
chi chia sé v&i riéng ¢6 thoi, loai nwde twong nha t6i dung kha dac biét

ﬁ/y.”

“O! Nuoc twong gi theé”a?”

“Cha.” Yukinari ltic 1ac ngén tay. “Tdi khdng thé tiét 16 chuyén nay, ngay
ca voi ¢6. Day la bi mat ndi bo.”

“A, cling phai... Chuyén quan trong nhw thé"lam sao bd 16 ba la v&i
nguwdi ngoai dwore. Xin 10i anh vi da héi diéu khong nén.”

“C0 khong ¢an xin 16i. C4 nhan tdi van cho 12 khong ¢én thiét phai git bi
mat. Du c6 ndm hét thanh phan nguyén li€u cling chwa chdc da tao ra dwoc
hwong vi nhw cia nha t6i. Suy d€n cung chi 1a com bo bam thoi, nhung
cach nid'u phire tap 1am.”



Shizuna ty nht, qua nhién nhirng diéu Koichi tim hieu dwgc & Nagoya
déu chinh xac. Togami-tei mua loai nwdc trong kia € nd'u com bo bam.

Lic nay, mén chinh don ra. Shizuna chon tdm cang xanh nwdng,
Yukinari chon bit-t€t.

“Lam sao bd anh sdng tao ra dwoc hwong vi nhw bay gid? Ong c6 k&
khong?”

Yukinari dang ct bit-t&t, nghe hdi thi dirng tay, mit nhin xa xim, “Thanh
that ma néi, t6i chwa bao gio’ nghe bd ke chi ti€t. To6i chi tieng hdi cb gi goi
y cho 6ng hay khong, bd" bao khong c6 goi y nao ca, né la thanh qua sau
bao I'an tha't bai.”

“Thanh qua &y thu dwoc trede khi mé Togami-tei dau tién a?”

“Téat nhién r'di. Com bo bam c6 trong thwe don ngay twe khi mé quén
ma.”

Nhwng chwra chic com bo bim mé quan da la com bo bam hién tai...
Shizuna quyét dinh hdi thém mét cau, “Ttc la trede khi mé Togami-tei,
anh da dwoc dn com bo bam nay roi a?”

“C6 18.” Cau tra 1o kha map mo.

“Cole... lasao a?”

“N6i that, tdi khong nhé rd 1dm.” Anh cudi ngwong ngiing. “H6i bé tdi
khong hirng thd v&i viée kinh doanh ctia gia dinh, thdm chi con ghét viéc
bd" minh 12 dau b&p. To6i chi mudn bd ciing thit ca-vat, d&n cong ty 1am
nhw nhirng 6ng bd" khac. Thanh ra khdng ¢6 nhiéu ki &c V€ ¢ dn b6 nd'u.
To6i chi y&u dn com me nd'u. Khi quéan an tré nén ban ron hon, bira toi toi
chuyén sang &n sud't cho nhan vién. Ban beé xung quanh déu ghen tj vi nha
toi 1a quan com Tay, t6i thi chdn ngd’y khi ngay nao cling phai ngtri mui x5t
bo.”

Shizuna gat gu, bung bdo da minh lai khdc. M6i khi di hoc vé, mui thit
nwong tda ra tir be€p déu khién ¢6 vui vé mdt cach ki la. Co ra't thich cac
mon b6 nd'u. C6 1€ bay gior con qua bé nén m&i cam thd’y nhw vay. Néu
lién tuc ngwri cung mdt mui thém vai nam nira, c6 s€ gidng anh khong
chung.

N6i di cling phai n6i lai, theo ndi dung chuyén k& nay gior, xem ra
Yukinari khong nhé hwong vi com bo bam giai doan dau cua Togami-tei.



Koichi cho bi€t Togami-tei tré nén phat dat gan nhw cling ldc xay ra vu
gi€t ngwoi cwdp cia tai Ariake. Khé ma tin rang hai sy kién nay khong lién
quan d&n hwong vi giong nhau cua com bo bdm hai quén.

Shizuna ba't gidc nin thé’, mot ¥ nghi 16e 1én trong dau. Phai chiang
Masayuki dot nhip nha Ariake d€'18’y cong thirc com bo bam? Khong loai
trir kha niing 130 tinh c& biét d&n cudn s& na'u in va dinh ddnh cép, bi bit
qua tang nén m&i gi€t vor ch'ong Ariake?

Tuy nhién, Shizuna nhan ra 14p luin ctia minh ¢6 nhiéu mau thuin. Cudn
s& cong thitc van con, hién ndm trong tay Koichi. Masayuki &t khong ranh
r0i hi hody chép lai ngay tai hién trerong 4n mang, ma sao chup thi khong
th€ vi nha Ariake khong c6 mdy photocopy. Trén hét, nghi van 1é'n nhat
chinh la: Liéu c6 ai di giét nguoi chi @€ 18y cdng thirc nd'u an khong, du
moén d6 ngon dén dau di nwra?

“C0 van On chtr?” Yukinari hdi. “Lai thd’y khong khoe a?”

“A khong, khéng c6 gi. Tdi chi bin khoin chiit chuyén thdi. Xin 156i anh.”

“Vay toi yén tam roi.”

Nhin gwong mat teoi cweoi cda Yukinari, Shizuna ty nha, d€ tém dwoc
bang chirng, budc phai ti€p cdn Masayuki thém ntra.

Dung trang miéng xong, c6 ndi doi 1a can vao nha vé sinh. va ki€m tra
dién thoai. C6 tin nhan ctia Taisuke: Lién lac vé'i tao ngay. Shizuna goi
dién, Taisuke 1i€n cdu kinh hoi, “Pang & dau da’y?”

“M0dt quan dn ¢ Juban.”

C6 tiéng tac lwoi & dau day bén kia, “Sao khong bao? Phai bi€t Shi &
dau tao moi bam theo dwore chir.”

“Xin 10i, em quén mat.”

“Gi vay?! Chglng gidng Shi chit nao! Trong khi tao phai cham cham
trong chirng kéo Shi gip bat tric.”

“Em bi€t. Nhung mot minh em ciing khong sao.”

“N6i gi vay ha? Chglng may so’ say thi khong ctru van dwoc dau day.”

“Pa bdo em biét r'oi ma! Cdp day kéo lau qua bi nghi ngo ma't.” Khong
cho Taisuke ddp, Shizuna ctip mdy cdi rup, va tit ludén ngudn. That phién
phtrc, Shizuna thAm cau nhau va quay ra ngoai. Vwra di vira chot nghi, ding
la chang gi6éng minh chiit nao.



Yukinari vé d&€n nha & Meguro thi da hon 10 gio. O cung Takamine Saori
thwe sy ra't thi vi. Dung trang miéng xong, hai nguwoi ti€p tuc nan lai quan
dn, vira udng ca phé vira tdn gau.

Khong han do ban than cau chuyén, sy that 1a Yukinari mudn tri hoan
gidy phiit chia tay nén c6 ging tim @& tai d&€ n6i. May mén thay, Saori c6
hirng thd véi viée kinh doanh am thyce va cd Togami-tei, cudc tro chuyén
cua ho co’ ban la xoay quanh chu dé nay.

Thu that, sau khi roi quén dn, Yukinari rdt muén moi Shizuna di dau do.
O Azabu c¢6 may qudn bar anh thwong lui t¢i, khd ndi anh khong mé 161
dwoc. Saori da goi y di dn cung nhau, gio' ma anh ga di u6ng thi trong c6
vé a dua. Anh nghi, mudn dwa c6 di bar thi dang 1€ nén dé cip ngay tw d4u.

Yukinari thdy hoi ti€c nudi, gior thi chang con 1y do gi d€ hen c6 nira. Pa
moi dén tiéc tri 4n. DA ri tham quan chi nhanh Azabu Juban triedc ngay mé
ctra. Tiép theo nén 1am sao cho phai? Mai di 1€ khai treong? Con 1au 14m.
V&i ca hom d6 co6 ¢6 dén, anh ciing ban t6i tam mat mdi, 18y dau ra thoi
gian d€ thong tha chuyén tro?

Long man mac budn, Yukinari bwdc vao nha.

Doi giay den clia Masayuki dit ngay ngin dudi thém. Ban than dng thi
dang xem gid’y to trong phong khéch, chic 12 bdo cdo kinh doanh clia céc
chi nhanh. Yukinari cdm thdy gan ddy b6’ minh khéng con l1a dau bép nura,
ma da hoan toan tr¢ thanh mot nha kinh doanh.

Piing ldc nay, Kimiko me anh tir bép di ra, “Con vé day 4? An tdi bén
ngoai roi sao?”

“Vang, con gap nguoi quen nén di dn lubén r'oi.”

Kimiko cau may, Xiu mat phan nan, “Vay phai bdo cho me¢ mot ti€ng
chir. Me chwra phdn sashimi cho con day nay.”

“Xin 16i me. Con dwa ngudi ta di xem quan m&i bén Juban roi di dn
lu6n, nén khodng c6 thoi gian bdo cho me.”

Masayuki ngang mat 1én khéi d6ng gid’y to’, “Cho ngwoi ngoai xem quan
moi?”



“C6 sao dau bd". Chang phai chuyén gi can gidu gi€m. Hon ntra, cd 8y
con la mot quan sw kha t6t d6i v&i con. Co6 Takamine Saori Ian truedc bo
gip day.”

“A!” Masayuki dwong nhw da nhé ra, r'oi lai nhin cham cham vao con
trai. “Hai dra gdp nhau thwong xuyén nhi?”

“Khong d&€n mirc thwong xuyén. Con da k€ véi bd 1a hom tiéc tri an ¢6
khéch ty nhién khdng khéde r'6i nhi? Chinh la Saori. HOm nay c6 &y goi cho
con, noi la mudn cam on vi hom do6 da dwa cd veE.”

“Um, ra th&.” Masayuki 4m wr, xem chirng con mudn néi thém diéu gi.

“Hiéu 1€ nghia da’y! Co ta 1a nguoi the ndo?” Kimiko hdi.

Yukinari nghi tham, phién phirc r'6i diy. Pang 1€ nén gid'u biét viéc gap
Saori. Tt triede t&i gior, moi Mn Yukinari nhdc dén phu nir, Kimiko lai hoi
nay hdi no, du da'y 1a ngwoi hdu nhw xa la. “Chiing con gip nhau & budi
n&m thi regru vang. Saori con la sinh vién. Ngoai ra, con khong biét gi
hon.”

“Di &n v&inhau roi ma van khong biét gi w?”

“Con chi mudn nghe nhan xét ciia mdt c6 khach tré d€ phuc vu cho viéc
ma quan an thodi. Cén gi phai teong tan than thé’ ngwoi ta. Hoi nhi€u qua
lai thanh ra s6 sang 4y me.”

“That 4?” Kimiko nghiéng dau ngo vuec.

“Pung r'6i.” Masayuki I&n ti€ng. “Quén an ma&i 1a do thang nhéc nay
toan quyén phu trach. N6 mudn lam céch nao nao la tw do ciia né. Nén
cling ¢én biét danh gia cfia cac c6 gdi tré chi.”

Kimiko mién cudng gat dau, “Me nghi Yukinari nén c6 ban géi roi. Néu
day la ban gdi thi phai gi¢i thi€u v&i bd me nhé.”

“Khong phai ma me.” Yukinari ceoi kho.

Kimiko thé dai quay vao b&p. Yukinari c&i 4o khoac, ng'di xuéng sofa.

“Takamine Saori nhi? C6 bé n6i gi vé quan an bén Azabu Juban?”
Masayuki héi.

“C6 4y thich 1dm, khen ring quén ra't phit hop cho cdc cip d6i hen ho, va
nhiét liét tan thanh y twdng thém cot.”

“Khong phai khen xa giao da’y ch?”



Yukinari 1ic d4u, “Saori khong biét ddi boi dau. Co Ay tirng chi ra céac
thi€u sét cua Togami-tei nén con m&i mudn nghe dong gép vé quan maoi.
Con da k&€ v&i bd r'oi nhi, viéc khach mai khé hoa nhip vao khong khi
quan dn b&i anh hwedng qua 1on cia khach quen ay!”

“Chi nhanh Hiroo nhi? Nhan xét nhw cai tat vao mat bé anh.”

“Nguoi dwa ra nhin xét theamg thin, khong dé dit déu ra't ddng quy. La
mot ¢d gdi tré lai cang dang quy hon. Nén con nghi minh phai tran trong
mo1 nhan duyén nay.”

Masayuki git dau, quay lai dong gid'y to, “Khoi nguy bién. B6 khac
Kimiko, anh mudn qua lai v&i ai cling dwoe.”

Yukinari ¢c6 kim ham mudn phan bac la anh khdng nguy bién, vi cang
chdi cang thdy thi€u ty nhién.

“Saori thich com bo bim 14m. C6 &y tAm tc khen ngon mii, con k& mén
nay gﬁin 1fén v&i mot ki niém déc biét, nén con c¢6 hoi dai khai.”

“Ki niém dic biét?” Masayuki nhwdng mét nhin qua bén trén kinh ldo.

“C0 &y ndi com bo bam nha minh gidng hét com bo bam & quén an cda
ngwoi quen.”

P6i mét phia sau cip kinh 140 bdng mé to. Masayuki g& kinh ra, hoi
don, “Qudén an tén gi?”

“Con khong hdi. Saori chi néi quan do bd mot ngwdi ban mé. O
Yokosuka thi phai.”

“Yokosuka?” Anh mét Masayuki bdng danh lai. “Anh khong nham ch?”

“Khong nham dau. Co6 Yy ke’ th€". Sao a? B4 bi€t chuyén gi a?”

“Khong phai, chi 1a...” Masayuki roi mat khoi cau con trai, nhin vor van
1&€n khodng khong mdt lic réi lai nhin Yukinari. “Con gi khac khong?”

“MOdi chuyén hwong vi gidng nhau thoi. C6 the c6 &'y nhdm. Du sao cling
la chuyén tw h'6i con nhd.”

“Lén 1én khong dén nira sao?”

“Khong a...” Yukinari sgc nhéd mét di€m quan trong. “Ping r'6i, quan an
dé6 gio’ khong con.”

“Khong con? Tai sao?”

“Tai v¢r chong chi quan da ma't, do tai nan.”



“Pa mat...” Masayuki thé do'c, ngwe phap phong. “Co bé bao la do tai
nan a?”’

“Vang.”

“Vay a,” Masayuki 1dm bam roi lai nhin di chd kh4c.

“B& bi€t gi v€ quin dn d6 chang?”

Nghe Yukinari hdi, Masayuki chirng nhw bing tinh. Ong thé dai, khé 14c
dau.

“Khong. Nguoee lai thi dung hon.”

“Nguorc lai 1a sao?”

“La b6  khong biét. B& cling tirng nghe d0n dai nay khac vé quan xa
trong nganh, nén vura luc lai tri nhd xem ¢6 quan nao nhw anh k€ khong.
Nhung khodng c6, chwra nghe bao gio:.”

Yukinari gat dau, ding ldc Kimiko tw trong bép di ra, bwng theo céi dia.

“P& hur udng 1dm, nén me got hé&t ludn. Con rang dn nhé.”

Dia bay 1é do ngwoi quen bi€u. Kimiko bdo con bao nhiéu got cd, nén
cling kha nhiéu. Yukinari moi bd" me r'oi cam dia xién mdt mi€ng dwa 1én
miéng. Ngot thit!

“Lam gi ¢6 chuyén hwong vi gidng nha minh dworc. Nham nhi!” Kimiko
noi, han da nghe tha’y cau chuyén cda hai cha con.

“Tai sao a?” Yukinari hoi.

“Tai khong th& cht sao! Chéc con khdng nhé, bd con cyc khd 1dm mdi
tao ra dwg'c hwong vi nay. Anh nhi?” Kimiko tim ki€m sy d6ng tinh cta
ch'dng.

“Pirng nhic lai chuyén d6.”

“Sao khong? Com bo bam sé 1a mén ddu bang & quan m&i cua Yukinari,
nén cang phai cho né bi€t anh vat va nhwong nao chi.”

“Pa bio 12 khong nhic nira r6i ma.” Masayuki bire boi ra mit, va bat day
roi khoi phong khach.

“Con n6i gi khién b6 khong vui chang?” Yukinari ban khoan.

“Tai con ndé1 hwong vi giong nhau day.”

“Pau phai con néi. Con chi thuat lai loi Saori thoi.”



“Y me 12 ndi dung cau chuyén &y. Vo Iy ding dung. Com bd bim cta bd
con la ddc nha't vo nhi trén doi, khong ai khac nd'u dwore. Néu con hi€u rd
thi da nhan ra ngwei ta néi nham roéi.”

“Me dwng quy chup nhw th€”. Con chwa biét thyc hw ma.”

Kimiko khdng dinh nhwrong bd, ba 1ac dau that manh, “Chuyén vo 1y nhuw
the” cling néi dwoee, 1a nham nhi. C6 ta chi mu6n thu hit sy chi y ctia con
thoi.”

“Thu hut sy chd y? Khong thé nao!”

“Co6 th€ da'y! Hom nay c6 ta chtt ddng goi cho con ding khong? Ly do 1y
trd'u, chang qua la c6 ta muén lam ban gai con théi! C can than.”

Yukinari dang dwa miéng 1€ thi hai 1én miéng, nghe thé lién budng dia
xudng. Anh nhin lwdt qua Kimiko, néi “Cam on me, con no roi!” va ding
1én.

“Gi vay, khong dn nwra a?”

“Co 2y khong phai ngwoi nhwe me nghi dau.” Dt lovi, anh 1ién ra khoi
phong khéch.

Yukinari quay vé phong. Luc ca't 4o khodc vao td, anh 18y cdi goi & tui
trong ra. La con dao khui rwgru Saori tang. Cam no trong tay, anh ba't giac
mim cuoi.

Ngaim lai 1¢i Kimiko, ‘c6 ta mudn lam ban géi con...” Anh thAm nghf,
dworc vay thi tot bi€t bao.

Nghe Shizuna bdo cdo tinh hinh, Koichi ba't gidc rén ri, “Yukinari khong
bi€t com bo bam tao ra khi nao, va bﬁng céch nao a. Ching ta tinh sai ma't
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roi.

“Hén bao nho com bd bidm ma quén #n trd nén ndi ti€ng, nén em nghi 1a
trede d6 khong 1au.” Shizuna néi v&i vé khong tw tin 1am.

“Anh ciing da suy doan nhw thé khi diéu tra quan an & Yokohama. Cai
chiing ta can bay gio’ khong phai suy doan, ma la bang chirng xac thyc. Vi
mdi lién k&€t duy nha't gitra Masayuki va Ariake chinh 1a com bo bam.”



“Em nghi khong moi thém dwoe gi ter Yukinari nira dau. Chi con cach
ti€p cén lao gia thoi.”

“Ti€p cén r'oi sao? Hoi thgng 130 tao ra com bd bim bang cich nao 4?
N&u ldo 12 hung thii, em nghi 130 s& néi that chic?”

Hoan toan cirng miéng trirdc cau hoi cua Koichi, Shizuna than tho cdi
dau.

“Trude ddy, anh hai néi con phrong 4n nita ma.” Pang ng'di x&p bang
trf:n givong, Taisuke xen vao. “Anh bao trong treong hop khong tim ra
bang chirng thi s€ dung d&€n phwong an cudi cung. Gio’ anh néi di.”

Koichi 14c d4u, “VAan chwa d&n lic.”

“Muoi bon ndm r\éi, lam gi con bing chitng. Tin vio mét em thoi! Em da
ndi thi khong trat di dang nao, hung tha chinh la Masayuki!”

Koichi vin khong ddp, ctt khoanh tay, nhim mét trim ngdm. Ban than
anh cling bi€t chi con cich dung d&n phwong an cudi cung. Vao thoi di€m
Xy ra vu an, canh sat da khong tim ndi mot manh mdi nao, chirng to ra' it
kha niing hung thi giir lai bing chitng vach tran minh.

Tuy nhién, da dung d&n phwong an cudi cuing 1a khdong con dwong quay
lai. Pam lao phai theo lao. Mat khac, phwong dn nay chi dung dwo'c mot
Tan, n€u tha't bai, ba anh em s€ bi canh sat truy lung.

Phai can nhic xem c¢6 nén mao hi€m hay khong. L anh ca, phai c6 trach
nhiém vé&i trong lai ctia hai em minh. .. Koichi mé mit ra.

“Thoi Masayuki con di hoc viéc... Shi ¢ hdi khong?”

“Thoi trede khi mé Togami-tei 4? Em hoi r'oi.”

“Yukinari ¢6 bi€t b6 minh hoc viéc & dau khong?”

“I\J'm, hin bdo 12 mot quén #n tirng & Kichijoji.” Shizuna kéo chiéc tdi
quang chong cho trén giwong lai gan, rit ra mot tor gid'y. “S¢ quén nén em
nho Yukinari ghi lai r'6i day. Nha Bac.”

Koichi nhan 18y to gidy, “Tung & Kichijoji, nghia 1a bay gio khong con
nwa a.”

“Yukinari bao khong biét, vi chwa dén bao gio.”

Koichi gat dau, 1am bam néi OK.

“Anh tinh thé¢' nao?” Taisuke hoi.



“Ki€m tra [an cudi. Xong xudi chiing ta s€ xua't tran.” Koichi nhin qua
lai gitra hai dira em. “Dén ldc trién khai phwong an cudi cing roi.”

Hai anh em gt¥i xe & bai d6 clia trung tAm thwong mai canh ga Kichijoji roi
di bo. Theo sor @6 nhan duoc qua fax, tir ga ho phai di vé hudng Bic. Liic
nay van con so'm d€ goi 1a chiéu toi.

“Con phd sam ud't dd'y chir.” Taisuke nhin quanh qua't. Hom nay ciu
déng bo vest va thit ca ca-vat. “L'an d4u tién em d&n Kichijoji day.”

“Con anh la I'an th hai. L'an trwedc 1a d€ chup dnh cdng vién Inokashira
cho van phong cii.” Koichi néi.

Phd' x4 @Ay riy cdc ctra hiéu hét sirc cd tinh, ngweoi tré dn van thoi
thwong tap ndp lai qua. Tw ho toat ra phong cach hoi khac so voi gidi tré &
Shinjuku hay Shibuya, khdng du theo xu hwé'ng ma déu xay dyng nét dic
sic rieng. Nhw Koichi phan tich, chinh nho c4ch xa trung tAm thanh pho’
mot khoang hop 1y ma Kichijoji duy tri dwoe khong khi tw do thodi mai
nay.

Quén reou NAPAN mang phong céch phwong TAy nam c4ch nha ga
khodng mudi phut di bd. Trede cira gd dung bang den ghi thye don. Hom
nay la moén ca vweore nwdng thdo médc va cua 16t.

Trén ctra treo bién Pang chudn bi, nhung Koichi vin khong ngin ngai
day ctra vao.

Trong quan kha t6i tam. C6 gai dang lau quay bar gan ctra lud6ng cudng
nhin hai anh em.

“A... 5 re@i ching t6i m&i mé cua...”

“Khong, ching t6i dwgc din 1a dén trwedc gio mé cira.” Taisuke 18y hdp
dwng danh thi€p tw tdi do khodc, rit mot tim dwa cho ¢6 gdi. Danh thiép
nay la do Koichi lam ga’p dém qua.

Danh thi€p ghi: Yamataka Nobuhisa, Pao dién, cong ty TNHH KTS.

KTS 14 viét tit tir Koichi, Taisuke va Shizuna. Yamataka Nobuhisa 12 do
Shizuna nghi ra, k&€t qua ddo ngwoc ho t€n Hisanobu Takayama, nan nhan
gan nha't cda ho.



Co gdi ndi, “Xin cho mot 1at,” roi cam danh thi€p di vao Koichi nhin
khip quan mot lwot. Ngoai quiay bar con nidm ban bon chd, nhung thuc t&
ma ng6i b6n ngwoi thi hoi chit. Twong dan vai tdm dp phich phim phwong
Tay, gid bay vai chi€c d6ng h'd c¢o cung dién thoai ban mau den... Noi tha't
khong ¢6 gi m&i la, nhwng van mang lai cdm gidc kha nghé thudt.

Taisuke nhin Koichi va lam dong tac chup hinh. Koichi gat dau, 18y may
anh trong tdi x4ch, gio’ [én chup qua loa vai canh bai tri trong quén. L'an
nay anh vao vai nhiép dnh gia d6ng hanh cing dao dién ché tac chwong
trinh.

“Purng tw tién chup thé’, khong hay!” M6t giong tram trdm vang lén.
Mot ngwdi dan dng mic so-mi tring khodc vest den tir bén trong di ra.
Téc mdng hii cua cang 1am noi bat khuoén mat tron tria. Than hinh ciing béo

lun. Ngoai hinh khong tré cing chwa gia 1dm, chéc chi tAm bdn muoi.

“Anh Nomura Takao phai khong a? Xin 16i vi 1am phién anh gita lic ban
ron.”

Taisuke dinh dwa danh thi€p, Takao 1ién pha't tay t6 vé phién phirc.

“Ban ndy nhan vién dwa t6i r'oi. T6i khong ¢6 nhiéu thoi gian dau. Mong
cdc cau ngéan gon cho.” Takao ng'6i 1én ghé& quiy bar. “Céc ciu ciing ng'di
dau do di.”

Taisuke néi “Xin phép anh,” roi kéo ghé€” & ban bén canh va ng'6i xuéng.
Koichi ti€p tuc ding nhin quanh qua't trong quan vi cho rang nhu thé trong
ra dang nhi€p anh hon.

“Um. Céc cau mudn hoi vé Togami Masayuki?” Takao hoi.

Taisuke gat dau, “Vang a. V€ Togami Masayuki va com bo bam cua
Togami-tei. Nhir hdm qua trao d6i trén dién thoai, chwrong trinh sép t&i ctia
bon em c6 chu d€ Tim vé ngudn cdi cdc mon dn noi tiéng, va com bo bam
ctia Togami-tei 1a mot trong cac dé cw.”

Takao lanh ling ht mii, “Hdi luén Togami Masayuki cé phai nhanh
khong!”

“Tat nhién, bon em s€ phong van nhan vat chinh. Tuy nhién v&i nhirng
chwong trinh ki€u nay, cau chuyén bén [€ cling ra't quan trong. Bon em cho
rang, bang cach d€ ngwoi xung quanh dwa ra cam nghi vé qua trinh di 1én
ctia nhan vat chinh, n6i dung chwong trinh s€ c6 chiéu sau hon.”



Taisuke d6i dap tron tru déo queo y nhw moi khi. That ra ban dau Koichi
dinh déng vai ngwoi phdng van, vé sau lai khong du tw tin 12 sé dién dat
nhu ciu em.

“Hién gio’ ching t6i gan nhw khong lién lac nira.” Takao nhan nho.

“Anh tirng lam cuing 6ng Masayuki ba nam tai Nha Bac, ding khong a?”

“Puing. Tredc d4y tO6i 1am cho chd khdc, n6 sap tiém thi cha Nha Bac
nhin vao lam, v€ sau Nha Bac cling sap luén. Ping la xui tdn mang.” Takao
né nu cwoi ty giéu.

Dbing nhw Takao néi, Nha Bac da déng ctra tdim nam tredc. Nguyén nhan
la do chu quan dot ngdt qua dovi. Koichi phat hién ra bai dang chira thong
tin nay khi 1én mang tim ki€m tw khéa Kichijoji va Nha Bac. Dong thoi bai
dang con cung cd’p mdt dir kién khac, mot dau bép ting 1lam cho Nha Bac
da mé& qudn rwou kidu Tay tai Kichijoji. Quan rgu dwoe nhéc tdi chinh 1a
NAPAN, va nguoi dau bép kia 1a Nomura Takao.

“Togami Masayuki la ngwoi theé nao a?” Taisuke hoi.

“Céac ciu lam kho t6i qua. Chiing t6i 1am cliing mot chd that nhwng khong
than thi€t gi cho cam. T6i nh& anh ta rat dam mé tim toi hoc hodi. Ong chu
quy Masayuki 14m, khi anh ta ngd y ra 1am #n riéng, 6ng vin vui vé tng ho.
Masayuki m@ quan & Yokohama nén cling khong phai 1a d6i tha canh
tranh.”

“Thoi d6 Masayuki nau com bo bim da ngon 14m roi a?” Taisuke bét
dau hoi vao trong tam.

Takao lic dau, “Com bd bim ctia Nha Bac 12 nd'u theo cdng thirc tir 1au
cta 6ng cht. Thoi con & Nha Bac, Masayuki ciing dung cong thirc nay,
nghe néi khi ra mé& quin méi ¢ ging sdng tao hwrong vi riéng.”

Taisuke kh€ li€c Koichi. Vé mat khong thay doi, nhung 16 rang céu ra't
kich dong va cd truy€n dat cho anh minh bi€t. Cudi cung ho da l'an ra vach
xua't phat cia com bo bam Togami-tei! Sau khi ra kinh doanh ri€ng
Masayuki m@i tao ra né.

“Anh con 4n twong ndo khdc vé thoi d6 nira khong? Mién 1a lién quan
d€n com bo bam, chuyén gi cling dvoc a.”

“Tw khi anh ta ra riéng, ching t6i khong gap nhau ntra. Nghe néi thinh
thodng anh ta van vé hoi y ki€n 6ng chi. Chinh tdi cling vAy. Nghe néi thoi



gian d4u anh ta kinh doanh khé khin 14m.”

“Em c6 nghe. Khéi nghiép khong ma’y phat dat.”

“Khong chi khong may phdt dat ddu, ving tanh nhw chiia ba danh &Y. It
khach d&n nén phai giao hang tin noi. Khong thué ndi nhan vién nén cd vor
di giao, d6i khi chinh anh ta di. Pau bép ma tw giao hang thi d biét quan
x4 & &m d&n mitc ndo.” Takao bét dAu ndi ro ro, xem chirng khd hitng thd
khi k€ vé kho'n khé ctia ngwoi khac.

Dot nhién, Takao dwa mét nhin xa xim, “Nhic d&n giao hang, ty dung
nh& ra mot tinh tié€t 1y thi. Cé mot dém, Masayuki vé Nha Bac trong bd
dang say khwdt. Lan ddu tién t6i tha'y anh ta nhw vay.”

“C6 chuyén gi sao a?”

“Xich mich v&i khach thi phédi. Khong d&€n mirc ddng tay dong chén, chi
dau khau théi. Khach kia khéng phai khach ti quan, ma la goi giao hang.”

“Sao ma xich mich a?”

“Khéach ché d6 an dé.”

Taisuke thang thdt, “Ha? Ché d6 an do?”

“U’, Khong 13 12 ché mén ndo, hinh nhw giong diéu khé nghe 1m. Ong
cha beén an i, khdch ma’y chd dd’y thweong tho 16, ding d€ bung.”

“Khéach ma’y chd da’y...” Koichi thinh linh chen vao, “La chd nao a?”

“Quan nhiu.” Takao dap ngay.

“Quan nhau?” Taisuke hoi. “Khéach quan nhau ma phai goi giao d6 an?”

“Qudn c6 TV to 14m, cit @&n Chii nhat lai thanh noi tu tip. Chic khong
da d6 an nén goi quan com Tay gan dé giao dén.”

“0...” Taisuke gt gl v&i vé nghi hodc. Koichi ciling cdm thay cau
chuyén kha ki la.

“Ti€p theo th& nao a?” Taisuke lai hoi.

“Um...” Takao nghiéng d4u suy nghi. “Chuyén kha lau roi, td6i khong
nhé 16 1dm. Anh ta say khudt, tinh reou lai binh thuwong.”

bdi voi Takao, ddy 1a trang stz da phai mo, khong sao nhé dwgre chi tiét
ntra, d'on ép la 1am kho nguwoi ta, Taisuke danh hdi thém xem Takao con ki
trc gi V€ com bo biam Togami-tei hay khong, nhung khéng ¢6 cau tra 1o



nao nhw mong doi ctia Koichi. Chirng td Takao khong néi qua khi bdo h'6i
lam Nha Bac cling khong than véi Masayuki.

Taisuke 1am bd xem d'dng h'd deo tay, dong thoi liéc mét ra hiéu cho
Koichi. Y cdu mudn hdi ‘bay gio tinh sao,” Koichi khé git dau.

“Cam on anh da danh thoi gian quy bau cho bon em. N&u cau chuyén
hdm nay dwoc chon dwa 1€n chwong trinh thi bon em xin dé€n phdng van
[an nwa.”

Taisuke vira dit 107, Takao 17én biu moi bat binh, “Ua? Khong dwa tin vé
quén toi a?”

“Néu duwge duyét, bon em xin phong van vé quan cua anh sau.”

“Tirc 12 van chua duyét?”

“Vang, gio’ dang & khau chuan bi théi. Tw cac thong tin thu thip dworc,
bon em m&i thao ludn va quyét dinh xem dwa ndi dung nao vao chwong
trinh.”

“Hwm. Biét vay thi tdi da budn thém mot s& chuyén vE con nguoi
Masayuki r6i...” Takao lam bam, c6 vé ciing ty nhan thirc chuyén minh
vira k& khong thd vi 1dm, chic twdng ndi dung phat 1én TV di duoc quyét
dinh nén khong dam sa da.

“Khi nao duoc duyét, bon em sé lién hé lai v&i anh.” Chdt ha cude gip &
day, Taisuke dirng 1én.

Ra khéi quan reou, di dwgc mot quang, Taisuke thé dai danh thwot,
“Nghe dén doan ra riéng sang tao com bo bam, em da twdng sé c6 thu
hoach, ai de cai k€t vo hdu qua! Pung la 130 bi thit!”

“Thoi, biét sao gior. D€ thir cdch khac xem.”

“Céach khac? Anh con manh m&i nao a?” Taisuke hoi.

Koichi chi cdn moi im 1ing. M&1 quan hé gitra Masayuki va Ariake dau
dé bi phat hién nhu vay. N&u Masayuki 12 hung tht, nha't dinh 3o s& tim
cach che gidu d€ khong ai biét.

Hai anh em im ldng budc di. Doc dwong ¢6 mot cira hang @6 gia dung.
TV LCD trong ctra hang dang phat tric ti€p mot tran dau golf. Koichi dung
budrec.

Taisuke hoi, “Cé chuyén gi sao?”



“Takao noi1 la xem TV dung khong?”

“Cai gi co'?”

“Quén nhau ma Masayuki giao d6 an t&i &y, Takao bdo & d6 ¢6 TV nén
nhi€u khéch tu tap.”

“A, ding th¢’, thi sao?”

“May nghi bon ho xem gi trén TV?”

“Ha?” Taisuke ha hc mom. “Lam sao em biét dwoc?!”

“Anh thi bi€t d4’y.” Koichi v0 vai em trai. “Nhanh 1&n. Lai phai di mot
chuyén roéi.”

Hai anh em l4i xe d&n Sakuragicho. Sau khi dd xe gan cay c4u béc qua
song Oka, Koichi di t&i mdt quan gidi khat. Chinh 1a quan Cay Ngwa giong
ngd1 nha lam bang cdc khuc go.

Anh vwra di vao, 6ng chd quan v&i chom rau ram bac dang ding & quay
lién ngang lén nhin va nd nu cwei rang 10

“A, cau khach hom no!”

“Cam on chd vi hdm ay.” Koichi cudi dau.

“Cau da dén Togami-tei chwa?”

“Chwa a. Chau ¢6 chuyén mudn hdi chd mét chiit. Ma triedre hét, cho
chau hai tach ca phé den nhé.”

Koichi gio hai ngén tay 1&n, roi di lai chd gh& & quiay. Taisuke ng'6i vao
bén canh, vé mit kha mo mit, chwa hi€u chuyén gi dang dién ra. Trén
dwong dén day, Koichi khéng gidi thich ciu nao.

“H6i trede & khu nay ¢6 mot quan nhau tén Sunrise ding khong a?”
Koichi héi.

Ong chli quan vira pha ca phé vira dam chiéu ¢6 nh¢, cudi cing “A” mot
ti€ng, 6ng gat dau, “Ping 1a tirng cé quan tén Sunrise. N6 nam trong toa
nha & cudi phd. Gio khong con nira.” Ong mim cwoi ddy an y.

“N6 sép quén vi vu kia chi nhi?” Koichi héi, c6 nén kich dong.



“Ping vay, vi vu kia. Cau ciing bi€t nhiéu da’y chir. Quan t6i khong hoat
dong kiéu 4y, nén ho 1am phién chiing tdi ghé 14m.”

Taisuke thic cuii chd vao man swon Koichi, “Vu kia 1a sao?”

“Anh s€ k€ cho may sau.”

Ca phé dwgc mang ra, Koichi nh&p mot ngum, tAm trang 14n 16n vo van
cam xuc. Cudi cung da tim ra md&i li€n hé gitra Togami Masayuki va
Ariake, n6 cling gan 1ién v&i mot ki ni€m cay dang cia anh.

B6n nam triede, mot bang ghi d6 dua ngya & Yokohama bj triét pha. Trong
danh sach khach hang ¢6 tén Ariake Yukihiro. Bang nay hoat dong & mot
quén nhau c6 TV. Cu th€ 1a, nha céi sé cho khach xem cac cudc dua ngwra
trirc ti€p va ban vé cd cuwoc t ché’. Bdo chi thoi d6 da dwa tin vE nd, quan
nhiu nay co tén Sunrise.

“Em chua thong 1dm. Ghi dd dua ngwa 12 cdi gi? Hinh nhw tirng nghe trén
TV r'6i thi phdi.” Shizuna hdi. C6 dang nim trén giwdng, tay dm chiéc goi
ma Taisuke thich nhat.

“La dich vy ddt cworc dua ngya cho ca nhan.” Taisuke dap.

“Ca nhan? Ho cwgc tién xong cho ngya ctia minh dua v&i nhau a?”

“Khong phdi. Lay dau ra tro xa xi the". May nghi gi vay ha?”

“Em khong bi€t that ma.” Shizuna chu mi€ng, quay mdt vé phia Koichi.

“Chéc em biét dua ngra thong thwong chi?” Koichi hai.

“Vang.” Shizuna ddp. “Kiéu minh dy dodn con ngua thing cudc va mua
vé cugc, n€u tring s€ dwoc nhan tién thwdng, ding khong? Dl em ciing
chwa choi bao gio.”

“Bang ghi d6 1a t0 chire trung gian ban vé cwoe. Khach dy doan con
ngua thing r'6i nho ho mua vé. Bing ghi do mua vé theo yéu ciu clia
khach, n€u dy dodn la chinh xac, ho sé tra thwdng cho khach.”

Shizuna tré minh, “Tém lai 1a mua vé cwge thay cho nhirng nguoi lwoi
di mua?”

“Dich vu ciing ti¢én cho khach ma.”



“Ho c6 128y hoa h'dng trung gian?”

“Co ban 1a khong. Néu 18y thi khach tw di mua vé cho r6i chir qua trung
gian lam gi1.”

“Ttc 1a, ho lam dich vu nay chi d€ quan nhiau déng khach?”

Koichi nhin Shizuna, cudi bi hi€m, “Chéc ho ciing dinh nguy bién nhw
vay khi bi phat hién day.”

“Ha? Anh néi dé hi€u hon chit di.”

“Hé thd'ng ghi dd c¢6 nhiéu ndi dung 14m. C4i anh vira néi la dich vu cor
ban nha't thoi, va n6 khong tao ra lgri nhuan, khach ciing chi c6 lgi 1a khong
phai ty di mua vé. The thi ho ki€m ti€n bang cdch nao? Pau ti€n, nha cdi sé
thanh toan mic tién thwdng cao hon mirc chinh thdng. O céc td chirc dat
cwoc hop phap, khoang mét phién tw gia vé dwoe kha'u trie ngay twe dau d€
lam chi phi van hanh, ti€ng la mua vé 100 yén, thyc t€ gid tri xét trung
thwong chi la 75 yén. Bang ghi d6 tinh kha'u tre th&p hon, trong khi d6 tién
thwdng lai cao hon, nhw thé” mdi kich thich khach hang dung dich vu cua
hQ .,’

“Thé& thi ma’y anh nha cdi s€ 16 2?”

Koichi bu'6n cwoi vi cum tir “ma’y anh nha cai”, nghe c sao sao ay,
“Mua vé theo yéu ciu clia khdch tdt nhién s& 10, con né&u ho 1o di nguyén
vong cua khach va mua theo y minh thi sao? Khach doén trat, minh dodn
tring, tién thwedng 1a cia minh r'éi.”

“Cling ¢6 ldc dy doan cua minh trat 18t ch?”

“Tat nhién. Nén chic chén nhat 12 chi nhan tién va yéu cAu ctia khach
chit khong mua vé. Nhwr vay, s§ tién mua vé cre s€ nidm tron trong tii
bang ghi d§.”

“Nho vé cua khach tring thi sao?”

“Thi tra thudng. Trén thuc t&, vé ca cwoe khé tring 18m. C6 tring thi
cling s6 it thoi, nén xét tdng the, chic chin nha c4i van 1o bon tién. C4 dd
von la th€’, bao sao Hiép hoi Pua ngira Nhat Ban an nén lam ra. Nhwng d€
phong bat tric, néu khdch mua vé cuorc ti 1€ cao, c& 100/1, chic ghi d van
phai mua cho an toan.”

Shizuna ndm sap xudng d€ xt 1y cho hét ddng thong tin Koichi vira
cung cdp. Co nam sap hoi lau m&i nam ngkra ra, “Tén quan nhiu la gi ay



nhi?”

“Sunrise.”

“Priing roi. Pay la hoat dong & Sunrise a?”

“C¢ I€ the”.” Koichi xoay gh€¢ ng'61 quay mat vao man hinh mdy tinh. Anh
vao trang web tim ki€'m tin tirc. “Trén bdo viet ring quan van hanh theo
hinh thirc nhan vién nhin yéu cau cua khéach, ghi lai s6' khung va ma s6
nguwa dy doan vao phi€u chuyén dung, sau dé giao cudng phi€u cho khéch.
Khi khéch tring, quén sé thanh todn cao hon 5% so v&i miec trd thuong
chinh thirc. Thye t&€ thi quan khéng hé€ mua vé cwoe. Gidng anh néi chwa?”

“B& minh ciing nghi€n tro nay?” Mdt Shizuna t61 sam.

Koichi nhiin mit, “Cé tén trong danh sich khach hang, nén chéc 13 khach
quen.”

Shizuna lic dau quay quiy va ném chi&c gdi trong tay 1én twong,
“Khong tin dueoc! B6' ca dd dua ngyra ma em lai chﬁng bi€t gicaal!”

Koichi va Taisuke nhin nhau. Taisuke ba't binh va buon ba ra mat. Koichi
nghi, c6 1€ minh cling the".

“Vi Shi con bé qua...” Taisuke lam bam.

Shizuna ng61 dy, nhin cau lom lom, “La sao?”

Taisuke khong trd 101 ma nhin Koichi cau ctru, ¢6 1€ 1a thd’y khé mé 1ov.

Koichi chdng khuyu tay 1én ban mdy tinh va do 18y ma, “B& nghién co
bac, nha't 1a c4 do dua ngua.”

“Em chuwra tha'y bao gior.” Thdi d6 Shizuna cuc ki gay git.

“Thé& md&i ndi vi Shi con bé qua, nén khong biét dd’y thoi. Hom nao quan
nghi 1a b6  lai d&€n trrong dua ngya. i tir sang s'm dé€n t6i mit. Nghe me
néi, hé thua thi bd udng rworu gidi sau roi méi vé, con thing thi tiéu xai
hoang phi hét. Vi chuyén nay ma hai v¢r ch'dng cai nhau su6t, nhung bo
van chirng nao tit nay.”

“Em khong c6 chut an twong nao. Hin 12 vé sau em 16m hon thi b&
khoéng dén trwong dua nira?”

“Khong dén nwa. Vi bi dwa vao bai tdp 1am vin ma.”

“Bai tap lam van gi?”

“Tho1 anh a.” Taisuke xua tay lia lia.



“Khong k& lam sao Shi biét dwore.” Koichi lai nhin Shizuna. “Taisuke da
viét vao bai tap 1am vin, ring ‘Mbi khi nghi 1am, b’ lai di xem dua ngya
nén con ra't bu'dn, chi mudn b6  chei véi chiing con nhiéu hon.” Gido vién
chi nhiém doc xong, ca't cong d€n tdn nha néi chuyén, d€ nghi bd thay doi.
B6 nhén 161, con hira véi me va bon anh 1a sé khong ca d6 dua ngya nira.”

“Anh n6i d61i...” Shizuna hoi s6c, ¢6 1€ 1a tai hinh twong nguwoi cha nay
qué khac an twong trong ki trc ¢O.

Taisuke tac lwoi, “No6i doi lam gi? Tao con bi b6 m?mg cdi to1 viet bay ba
vao bai tdp lam van, vi chuyén nay ma me lai cai co v&i bd.”

“Lic d6 khd sé 18m.” Koichi cwdi cay ding. Ki niém tuy khong dé chiu,
nhwng khong th€ chdi bd sy that rang né gan lién v&i khoang thoi gian quy
gia khi cd gia dinh con quay quéan bén nhau.

“Héa ra bd van ca do dua ngwa.” Taisuke cin moi. “Khong dén truong dua
thi d&n mot chd gan hon.”

“Pung roéi. Vi me gidm siat ma. Ctir d&n Cha nhét bd' lai bao di hop hoi
nhém gi d6, va khong vé tré nhw h'di lui t¢i treong dua. Gio' mdi biét b
dén Sunrise. Hon ntra, ghi do nhéan ddt ceoc qua dién thoai, nén khong can
ra khoi nha van choi pha pha.”

“Anh biét ti bao gio?” Taisuke hoi.

“Chuyén cd cuoc qua ghi dd 2y ha? Ho6i nho anh dau c6 biét.”

“Nén em m&i hdi anh biét tir khi nao? Phai biét tredrc thi & NAPAN ra
ma&i tiee td'c di Sakuragicho chir?”

Taisuke dodn tring phéc. Trong mot thoang Koichi khdng néi nén 101,
anh mudn gitr bi mat v&i hai dira em viéc minh van lién lac v&i
Kashiwabara.

“Bon nam triede. Khi Sunrise bi triét pha, vi tén bo” xua't hién trong danh
sach khach hang nén canh sat Kanagawa da goi anh.”

Taisuke dang dwa lung vao twdng bdng ditng thang ddy, “Canh sét biét
chd nay a?”

“Thé thi toi roi con gi?” Shizuna cliing bi€n sdc.



“Khi roi ¢O nhi vién anh ¢ d€ lai dia chi lién lac ma. Du sau d6 da
chuyén nha vai [4n, nhwng canh sat ma mudn thi tim ra ngay. Viéc ching ta
dang 1am khong bai 10, nén ding lo 1ing qua.”

“Chéc khong sao dau nhi?” Shizuna van hoi bat an.

“Canh sat khong tim ra md&i lién hé nao voi ké gi€t ngwoi cwdp cia ha
anh?” Taisuke hoi.

“Canh sét chi 1am sang t& dworc mot diéu 12 b méic no bing ghi do 3
triéu yén. Anh nghi phai nhiéu Ian 1dm md&i d'dn lai thanh khoén tién 16
dén th€". Ghi d6 cho no tién cwoc nén bo dinh an sau théng sé€ tra, dan dan
mon ng phinh to ra. Bang ghi d khai rang bd hira s€ tra triede khi dé€n han.
Gidy no van con. Nhung triedre khi d&n han bd’ me da bj gi€t roi, nén bang
ghi d6 dwoc cho l1a khong ¢6 dong co gi€t ngwoi. Ma cho du ¢6 qua han di
nira, gi€t con no cling khdng giai quyét dworc gi.”

“Sao anh khong cho bon em biét chuyén nay?”” Shizuna nhin Koichi v&i
vé trach méc, méit con hoi do 1én.

“Vi khong ¢an thiét. ThAm chi anh con khong mudn hai dira biét bd” ddm
du6i dé den nwra l1a.”

“Nhung...” Shizuna budn byc cui dau.

“R01 sao nira? Masayuki giao d6 dn dén Sunrise?” Taisuke ndi.

Koichi git dau, “Qudn ma 6ng chtt NAPAN nhéc t&1i, chin phan mudi 1a
Sunrise. Masayuki han da giao hang t&i quan vai Ian, gdp b6" minh & d6
cling khong c6 gilala.”

“Takao k& ring liic Masayuki giao d'0 #n t&i da bj khach ché d&. Ong
khach kia 1a b& minh chang?”

“Anh khong dam khfmg dinh. C6 kha ning la b6".”

“B& chuyén doi khét khe v&i cdc mén dn. Chuyén quan ngudi ta thi ké
di lai con...” Taisuke ng'6i x€p bang trén giwong, khoanh tay lai, cr nhw
ngwoi khach phan nan vé moén an kia nhat quy€t 1a bd minh vay. Bat chot,
nhw nhan ra di€u gi, cau ngang dau 1én. “Hay la...”

“Hay la sao0?”

“Hay 1a n6i dién vi bj xtic pham, nén Masayuki m&i...”

Taisuke bd ngd phan sau, nhung Koichi da hiéu y cau. Anh lic dau.



“Khéng c6 chuyén d6 dau. D gi cling chang ai giét ngwdi chi vi chuyén
con con nhw thé”. Nha't 1a n€u ding, thi khdng giai thich dwoc viée
Masayuki nd'u com bo bam gidong Ariake.”

“Cling phai,” Taisuke thi tham.

“Chwa ro qua trinh th& nao, anh chi nghi 1a vé sau b6 va Masayuki da tr&
nén quen bi€t.” Koichi néi. “Hon ntra con kha than thi€t, nén bd da ti€t 10
cong thirc com bo bam cho Masayuki, hodc bd vay tién, va cdng thirc 1a
dréu kién trao doi.”

“B6  tling quin qua ma. C6 th€ 18m chit.” Shizuna cwa quay.

“Cung thoi di€ém, Masayuki lai ket tién vi kinh doanh bét bat. Gia st bd’
da chia sé cong thirc ma 1ao lai khdng cé tién cho bd vay...”

“Nén 120 gi€t b6’ me minh?” Taisuke cao giong.

“Be bé cdi mom!” Koichi nhan mét. “Nghe nguwoi ta ndi cho hét da. Anh
nghi khong ai giét ngwoi chi vi khong dua tién cho vay, song néu tredc mét
xud't hién mét cuc tién to, hodc biét nguoi quen cia minh dang ¢c6 mét cuc
ti€n to thi sao? Gitra ldc 1am &n kho khén, bi€t dau Masayuki lai sinh 4c
tam.”

“Nguwoi quen nao ¢6 cuyc tién to kia chr?” Taisuke hoi.

Koichi khit khit miii, “B& minh chi ai.”

“B& minh 477

“Em hiéu r6i.” Shizuna v tay danh bop. “Triedc 4n mang, bd me da di
xoay tién de€ tra ghi do. Pat gia thuy€t b6’ me da xoay dua tién, thi dém dé
trong nha chung ta c6 3 tri€u yén.”

“Chinh xdc. Va Masayuki nim dwoc thong tin nay.” Koichi néi. “Sao?
ba du tré thanh dong co’ chwa?”

Taisuke nhay xudng khdi giwrong, siét nim dam, hiing hd ding giang hai
chan, “Tat nhi€n. Hung tha dich thi 1a Masayuki!”

“Pirng kich dong. Chic chin Masayuki c6 lién hé v&i Ariake, con lai ta't
ca déu dwng & mic suy doan. Chang cé bang chirng nao cho thdy dém dé
nha ching ta cé cuc tién to cd.”

“Chtt anh mudn gi nira?” Taisuke v dau bt téc, cau sip khdng kiem
ché& noi ntra.



Shizuna phu hoa, “Diing th€’. Chiing ta da chirng minh dvoc ngwoi ma
anh Tai bat gap t6i hom d6 1a Masayuki, con can gi hon ch?”

“Pong y la ching ta da chirng minh dworc. Tuy nhién hién tai van chwa
th& thuyé&t phuc canh sit. Can bang ching virng chic hon.”

“Em da khai thac hét mic r6i ma,” Shizuna td ra kho sé.

“Pirng lo, anh khong bao Shi di tim bang ching. Hom trwd'c anh néi roi
da’y, ching ta s€ dung phwong 4n cudi cung.”

“R0Ot cudce la phrong an gi?” Mdt Taisuke gan nhw bi€n dang vi nong
nay.

Koichi kh& cuwoi, “Pa khong tim ra bang ching thi chi con mot cach, 1a
tao ra bang ching.”

Yukinari chon mén salad tom bo’, cdm nhan hwong thom cua bo lac khi dwa
vao miéng. Anh nhim maét, nhai va chAm cham nudt xudng. Dw vi cling 13
mdt hang muc quan trong can ki€m tra.

“Khong t6i.” Anh m& mét ra va néi. “Huwong vi con dong lai, nhung
khong gay kho chiu, va sé khong anh hwdng d€n com bo bam.”

Yokota dirng bén canh quan st mot céch ciing thang, lic niy méi tha
16ng co' mat nhw vira trit dwgc mot ganh nang.

Yukinari dang & Togami-tei Hiroo. Pa hét gio m¢& cira, quan khdng con
khach nao. Trén ban triedc mét anh bay vai dia d6 an, déu la rng ctr vién d€
dwa vao thyc don ctia chi nhdnh Azabu Juban. Yukinari dang cAn nhic cdc
salad tliy chon cho bira trira nhe v&i moén chinh 1a com bo bam. Nhe chir
khong ré ring. Anh mu6n salad du c6 di mot minh van dwoc ddnh gia cao.

“Cud1i cing van chon bo lac nhi? Bo' me xay thi sao?” Yukinari hoi
Yokota.

“Khong té, nhung tdi nghi cdi nay hgp voi com bo bam hon. Anh ¢6
mudn th [udn phién ban me xay khong?”

“Khong can dau. Toi dong y 1a bo lac hgp hon. Thit may vi chung ta c6
cung suy nghi.”



Yokota vui vé gat dau. Tuy con tré, anh da tré thanh dau b&p khong thé
thi€u tai chi nhanh Hiroo. V6n di, anh chinh Ia nhan tai ma Yukinari chiéu
mo dwore. L'an nay, Yukinari dé bat anh 1€n vi tri bép tredng quéan an Azabu
Juban va Masayuki da cha’p thuln.

“Chon xong salad. Xup coi nhe OK. Cud1i cung 1a mén trang mi€ng,
mang ma t6i t€ nha't day.”

Yukinari dang cau may ghi chép, ciu phuc vu & lai don dep bdng tién
dén gan, “Thwa cau, chu tich dé€n a.”

“B& t61 4?7 Yukinari nhin ra sau Iwng ciu ta.

Masayuki trong bd vest xdm xua't hién & ctra. Yokota lap tirc ding
nghiém, khong nhuc nhich.

“Cong viéc hdom nay c6 gi khong on sao?” Yukinari nhé giong hdi
Yokota.

“C6 gi dau nhi...” Yokota nghiéng dau suy ngim.

“B& can trao doi v&i anh, dwoe chir?” Masayuki tram giong.

“Puoc a. Nhung khong the dgi vE nha roi ndi sao?”

“B&’ da dinh th&’, nghi lai vAn nén néi cang s¢'m cang td't. Nghe bdo anh
dang cin nhic thye don & day.” Masayuki tién lai gan va nhin xudng ban.
“Salad a7~

“Thyc don bwra trra a. Con dinh goép vao sua't com bo bam. Sﬁp ban bac
xong r'oi, b6" cho’ mot chit nhé.”

“Khong dwgc, bd phai ndi ngay. B6'khong mudn hai dira 1ang phi thoi
gian ban bac hon nwra.”

Yukinari dang dinh ghi chd ti€p thi sttng ngwoi trede ciu ndi &y. Chwa
hiéu ra sao, anh dwa mat nhin Masayuki.

“Y bo'1a gi?”

Masayuki ngip ngirng, doan lai nhin Yokota va ciu phuc vu, “Xin 10i, t0i
mudn néi chuyén riéng voi Yukinari, hai cdu lanh di mot lic dwore che?”

Yokota bo1 ro1 li€c Yukinari, néi “Vang” roi quay vao bép. Cau phuc vu
di theo.

Yukinari nhin b6, “Lang phi thoi gian ban bac 1a sao a? B6 khong dinh
bdo s€ xem xét lai viéc m& quan an Azabu Juban day chr? Bén giai doan



nay roi, khong hiy bd k& hoach dwoc dau.”

Masayuki pha' tay, “Ai bdo th&? Ctt ng'di xudng r'oi néi.” Ong kéo ghé&’
bén canh lai, ng61 xudng.

Yukinari van khoanh tay ding sirng.

“Binh tinh di. Ng61 xu6ng xem nao.”

“Thé& nay dwoee roi. B6 noi di.”

Masayuki thé dai nhin 1én con trai, anh mét #ay quyén uy. Yukinari
khong h€ nao ning.

“B& mudn thay doi chinh sach cho quan m&i, mot di€m thoi, nhung dirt
khodt phai thay d6i. Anh dwng kéu ca gi ca.”

“Thay doi chinh sach? Tai sao?! B bao sé giao toan quyén cho con cor
ma? Con ciing da quyét dinh s€ mé quan an nhw thé nao r'éi. Con cé nho
va bo gi dau! Gio b6’ mudn doi y?”

“Pung, bd" giao toan quyeén quy€t dinh cho anh, nhwng c6 mdt viéc anh
da nho b6". Nho khong?”

Yukinari ba't an nhin Ién trfdn nha, c6'nhd lai xem minh nho va viéce gi,
va chi nghi ra dwogre, “Com bo bam...”

“Piing vidy. Com bo bdm. Tt trrdc d&n nay, mdi M4n khai trirong quén
bd déu yéu ciu quan 1y tao ra mo6t phién ban méi. B& da tam thoi dong y
khi anh bdo mudn kinh doanh com bo bam nguyén ban.”

> o

Yukinari mé& to mét, “B& d5i y?”

“Chinh xéac. Hay ty tao com bo bam m&i nhw cac quan 1y khac roi 187y
n6 lam moén chi€n lwoc cho chi nhanh Azabu Juban.”

Yukinari phai bd khoanh tay, chuy€n sang chdng nanh, nhin xudng bd,
“Khoan da. Y twdng cho Azabu Juban la khoi phuc hwong vi ban dau cta
Togami-tei. Tao ra com bo bim mdi, dong nghia v&i pha vo' ¥ tedng nay.”

“Pic trrng xwa nay ctia Togami-tei 12 mdi chi nhanh lai c¢6 dic di€m, cé
tinh riéng. Nha ching ta khong don gidn chi m& cic quén an sao chép
nhau.”

“Con biét. Chinh vi biét diéu nay nén con m&i muén gidi thi€u hwong vi
nguyén ban. Hién tai khong chi nhanh nao cung ca’p hwong vi nay, ngay ca
& Kannai, nén khong phai lo 1a Azabu Juban sao chép chi nhanh khac.”
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Masayuki van khong dao dong, 6ng lc dau, “Cdc quan ly trude gio déu
kho cong sdng tao com bo bam ddc ddo cho ri€éng minh. Khong mot chi
nhdnh nao nan long, va ludn dwa ra két qua tich cic. B& yéu cau anh c&
géng twong ty cling 13 cong biang thdi, khong phai sao?”

Yukinari nin 1dng. Masayuki néi ding. That ra, ban than Yukinari khong
phdi khong 4y ndy. Chang qua anh chi mu6n ty tay khoi phuc mén com bo
bam da mang lai thanh cong cho Togami-tei, chit khdng dinh tim cach nhan
ha hon ai, anh s&n sang ném trai khé khiin va't va nhw céc quan ly khdc, khé
khan va't va hon cang tot.

“Moi chi ti€t ctia Azabu Juban déu dva trén y twdng khdi phuc com bo
bam nguyén ban, bao gom rworu vang, nguyén liéu, thie don... Gio phai
quay vé vach xua't phdt sao?” Yukinari van nhin xu6ng bd.

“Néu anh cho ring céc trdi nghiém nay 12 phi cong vo ich thi khong du t&
chdt [am quan 1y dau, nén mau chéng tim cong viéc khac di thoi.”
Masayuki dirng ddy. “B& da néi ngay tw dau la dirt khoat phai thay doi,
khong kéu ca. Thoi gian khai treong cling can ban lai. Sau nay b6’ s€ khong
xen vao ba't cr viéc nao anh lam ntra. Hira da’y!”

Yukinari hd't t6c mai lén, nhin th?ing vao mat Masayuki, “Sao d&n hom
nay b&d méi doi y? Cho con biét Iy do!”

“B& néi roi con gi. Cong bang cho tat ca.”

“Tai sao lic tredre b6 d0ng y? N6i rd nhw thé ngay tor dau khong phai t6t
hon a?”

“B0 xin 101, khong chi v&i anh, ma ¢ v&i cdc quan 1y khdc. B6'da qud
wu ai ngroi nha, thit chang giong bd” chit nao. B6™ phai ty ki€m di€m lai
minh.”

Masayuki quay got roii di. Yukinari rd't mudn lam ‘Am 1én, nhwng phai
kim lai. Hanh dong nhw th& chang ich lgi gi ca. Anh ng'di xudng chi€c ghé¢’
Masayuki vira ng'0i, toan than ra roi.

“Anh Yukinari!”

Nghe tiéng goi khé&, anh ngahg mit 1én thi bit gip 4nh mat lo 1dng cia
Yokota.

“Céau nghe hét roi ha?” Yukinari hoi.



Yokota gat dau, ti€n lai gan, “Phai thay doi ding vao mén chinh, nén sé
hoi phire tap.”

Chic han c4u ciing lo 1ing, nhung giong khong hé bi quan, coi nhir niém
an ui 1on d61 voi Yukinari hién tai.

“Panh lam lai t dau. B& ndi cling ding, khdng trai nghiém nao 1a vo
ich. Thoi cd 1én!”

“Vang,” Yokota bit dau thu don bét dia trén ban.

Yukinari vira nhin cdu vira nhé lai cudc néi chuyén véi bd'. Anh hi€u y
Ong, ma van thiy ra't khé chdp nhan. Bdng mdt y nghi 16e 1én. Chang I&...

L'an gan nha't anh n6i v&i Masayuki vé com bo bam la vao hom di dn
cung Saori. Budi t6i vEé nha, anh ¢6 k€ Saori bdo la tirng an com bo bam c6
hwong vi y chang. Gio’ nghi lai, thai d6 cua bd' ldc d6 hoi khac thwong.
Phai chang cau chuyén da gay tic dong dé€n suy nghi ciia Masayuki? N&u
ding, phan nao cua cau chuyén la mau chdt? Va tai sao bd khong néi thang
v&i con trai minh?

Yukinari rit dién thoai tim s clia Saori, sdp bAm goi lai ngan ngtr. Anh
khé ldc dau.

Chura chéc Saori da biét cau trd 1oi. Hon nita, anh khong biét phai hoi
thé nao.

Koichi cudng 1én khi thd’y Masayuki ra khdi toa nha sdm hon anh dy tinh.
O toa nha doi dién bén nay dwong ¢c6 mot quan giai khat rat tién quan sat,
nén anh vira vao goi mét tach ca phé. Gio lai phai voi vang udng can va lao
ra ngoai.

Sud't tir lic Masayuki roi khoi Togami-tei Kannai, Koichi vin bdm theo
d€ tim thoi co’ hoan thanh muc dich. Cho d&n nay, mdi tudn Masayuki déu
ding b&p vai Ian & quan chinh. L'An nao ciing ty 1di xe dén, givi & bai dd xe
thang cach quan chirng 50 mét.

Koichi dinh hoan thanh muc dich ctia minh tai bai dd xe &y, cho nén mot
tiéng truedre gior quan déng cira 13 anh bit d4u d&n gan theo doi.



Khoéng ngo lai tinh sai. Sau gior dong cira, Masayuki ra khdi quéan ciing
mdt nhan vién. Hai ngudi cudi néi di veé bai dd xe. C6 1€ nguwdi kia ciing
glti xe & ddy. Hom nay chic phai tam hodn k& hoach r'éi, vi diéu kién tuyét
d6i d€ hoan thanh muc ti€u 1a Masayuki phai di mdt minh.

Nghi 12 nghi vay, Koichi van chwra ttr bd ma bam theo chiéc Mercedes
Benz cua Masayuki. Ba't chdp nguy co bi phét hién, ki vong thanh cong
thoi thic anh ti€p tuc. Tuy nhién, n€u Masayuki vé thang nha, nghia la hét
co’ hdi, anh s€ phdi hanh dong lai vao mot ngay khéc.

May sao, co’ hoi da quay lai. Khi nhan ra chi€c Mercedes Benz khong
chay vé nha ma hwdng dén Togami-tei Hiroo, Koichi ba't gidc vui vé huyt
s4o.

Masayuki do xe tai tAng hAm mot tda nha gan d6. Koichi cling dua xe
van nhd clia minh d&n mdt chd cich xe 130 khong xa. Sau khi chéc chin
Masayuki da roii khéi xe, Koichi mé&i mé cira xe minh.

Koichi khong 16 tai sao Masayuki d&€n Togami-tei Hiroo, chi bi€t 130 sé
ra so'm, cin ctr theo gior ddng ctra ctia bai dd xe, khong ngor con sém hon
ca dy doan cuaa anh.

Koichi voi chay vé bii. May mén thay, gan xe Masayuki khong mot béng
ngwoi. Koichi can than quan sat xung quanh r'oi luc tdi 4o khodc 18y ra mot
vat. Pay la vat rd't quan trong voi anh em anh, trén doi khong ¢6 cdi thir
hai. Koichi da phan van, quan trong thé¢" nay c6 nén dem dung khong? Ra't
c6 th€ nd sé khong tré vEé véi ho nira.

Khong con cach nao khac. Koichi ty nhi, vi né quan trong nhwong &'y,
nén md&i dd manh d€ ddm bao k& hoach cia ba anh em thanh cong.

Sép x&p xong, Koichi trén trong xe chd Masayuki xua't hién.

Khoéng 1au sau, Masayuki ban @0 vest buwdrc ra tir sanh thang may. Lao di
mot minh. Koichi nin thé. Masayuki vira di lai gan xe vira 18y chia khoa ra,
vong qua bén ghé&’lai, mo cira.

Koichi cén mdi nhin ctta mé&. Xem chirng Masayuki khong ph4t hién ra
vat kia. Lao 1€n xe, dong cra.

Phai 1am lai to dau sao, Koichi vira thAm rén ri thi ctra xe lai bat mé.
Masayuki nhoai nira ngwoi ra nhin xuéng da't, cudi cing nhat vat kia 1én.



Koichi cue ki ciing thang. Pong thdi cia Masayuki s& quy&t djnh hanh
dong ti€p theo cta anh. N&u ldo dinh ¢am thir d6 1ai xe di ludn, anh s€ chin
lao lai bang moi gié.

Tuy nhié€n, Masayuki hanh dong ding nhw dy li€u ctia Koichi. Lao d¢€ vat
vira nhat vé vj tri cii, dong ctra lai, n0 mdy va lai di luon.

Khi chiéc Mercedes Benz da khud't tAm mét, Koichi méi xudng xe, tie€n
lai chd chiéc Mercedes Benz vira dau. Vat ma Koichi ding d€ bay
Masayuki nam gan nhw ding vi tri ban dau. Anh nhdt 1€n bang ban tay da
mang ging va cho vao tdi nhira chuéh bj sin.

Xong rdi! Anh thiAm nhén nha v&i Taisuke va Shizuna. Lio gia ¢4 méic
vao cdi bay déu tién.

Koichi mudn cwoi that to.



Thoi di€m Kawano Takeo goi cho Shizuna la chiéu thr Bay. Nhin s& goi
dén, cd dinh mac k&, nhung lai khong mudn moi chuyén ‘am 7 mot cach ngu
ngdc. Nghe hén thinh ciu “Du th& nao anh van mudn gidp em,” c6 dong ¥
hen gap tai mdt quan ca phé & Ikebukuro.

Takeo chat vam cd vEé viéc khong trd 1o tin nhén, “Anh goi dién cho em
cliing khong dworc 1a sao?”

Shizuna cdi d4u, tranh né 4nh mét Takeo, “Cong viéc ban qué nén... Em
xin 16i.”

“Pa ba tuan chung ta chwa gdp nhau ro61 day. Em c6 bi€t di€éu nay nghia
la gi khong? Ban bac sudt vé k& hoach du lich ma khdng chdt noi véi em,
nén anh khong dit phong dwge. Pa hira s€ di sudi nwde néng, ma...”

“Em c6 hira dau. Em chi bdo mong la di dwore thoi.”

“Khéc gi nhau? Em c¢6 biét anh chuan bi ma't cong d€n mic nao khong?”

“Em 4y ndy 14m, nhung em nhé da néi ngay tir dau 1a ra't khé xin nghi,
do cong viéc...”

“Cong viéc! Cong viéc! Lic nao cling cong viéc! Ban bao hieém quan
trong th€"a? Suy cho cung, anh la khach hang ctia em ddy. Chang phai anh
da ki hop dong d€ gidp em dat chi tiéu hay sao? Em khong nghe 1oi khach
hang a?” Do6i ma xé dd gay, Takeo x61i xa tudn ra mot trang, nwdc bot bay
tung tde tried'c méat Shizuna.

Shizuna ngang 1én, nhung khdng phai do nwdc bot, ma do da doii dwoc
nhitng 11 van trong cho, “Anh mua bao hi€m chi vi muén em di sudi nwde
néng v&i anh? Chang 1€ anh ¢6 y d6 d6?”

“Gi co’?” Takeo tron tron mit.

“Anh nghi em 12 loai con géi dé dai vy a?” Shizuna cao giong chdt van.
C6 méc k& anh mat xung quanh d6'don vé minh. Ngwore lai, bi chi y cang



hay.

“Khong, y anh khong phai the'.
liéu cua Shizuna.

Takeo 14p bap, phan (ng ding nhuw du

“Anh vira n6i d@y th6i? Anh bao da mua bao hi€m gitp em, nén em phai
di sudi nwdrc ndéng cung anh.”

“Anh c6 néi the” dau.”

“C6! Anh vira bao phai nghe loii khach hang day gi?”

Takeo AP ting ddo mét nhin quanh. Hin dang bdi r&i. Chi mot cd chot ha
ntra thoi.

“That khong ngo'!” Shizuna ra chiéu ui't rc dé€n phat khoc. “Khong ngor
anh lai nghi v€ em nhw vdy... Em hi€u r6i. Em s€ hily hop d6ng bdo hi€m
v&i anh. Tra tién cho anh la dwore chir gi?!”

“Poi da. Khong phai nhrr em nghi du. Anh xin 16i, anh sai r'6i. Em binh
tinh lai di.” Takeo cudng ca ké, khong con dau da'u vét han hoc ban nay,
mit hén tdi di.

Shizuna dwa hai tay bung mit, thé hét ra that manh nhu th€ dang & tran
tinh, d6ng thoi quan sat dong thdi clia Takeo qua ké tay. Han da hoan toan
hoang loan.

Lira tién dan dng khdng khé, van dé 1a céch cit dit quan hé sau do.
Khac véi Hisanobu Takayama, Takeo khdng phai ki€u nguwoi ¢6 th€ chap
nhan 1y do ra nwdc ngoai theo dudi wéc mo. Sau khi suy nghi, hin lai doi di
cung chwa biét ching. B€ ngoai 1a mot 6ng trung nién, bén trong van chi l1a
mot dira tré hay voi vinh. V&i loai dan 6ng nay, chi ¢6 cach lam cing 1én
thoi.

Shizuna dang phan van nén lam gi ti&p thi dién thoai bdng dd chudng. C6
thac mic khong biét ai goi. Taisuke dang cho’ & gan day, nhung ciu s&
khong lién lac n€u chwa ¢6 tin hiéu cua co.

“Pi¢n thoai em dang reo kia.” Takeo noi.

“Em biét.” Shizuna cdc can d4p va kéo tdi x4ch lai xem ai goi. Trong
thodng chd'c, khudén mat nhan nhé diu han di. Yukinari goi.

Shizuna ¢Am 14’y dién thoai va ding 1&én khdi ghé&’. Co di chuyén ra chd
khud't tAm mét Takeo va nhdn nit nhan cudc goi. “Alo, Takamine Saori xin
nghe.” Giong ra't kh& nhwng van td rd twoi tin.



“A, alo. Tdi 1a Togami Yukinari. By gio co c¢6 tién néi chuyén khong?”

“Vang, khong sao. Chuyén gi thé¢”anh?”

“T6i ¢6 viéc toi mudn héi. T67 nay ¢ ¢6 thoi gian khong?”

“T61 nay...7”

“C0 ban thi hom khéc cling dwgrc. Toi chi mudn gip cang sé'm cang tot.”

“Gdp ngay bay gio cling dwoc a.”

“That v? Gio cd dang & dau?”

“O Ikebukuro. Tbi c6 chiit viéc, sdp xong r'o6i.” Shizuna vira néi vira liéc
xem tinh hinh Takeo. Tha’y hdn vAn suy sup nhw ban niy, c¢d bén néi. “Xem
nhw xong roi1 a.”

Sau khi hen gap Yukinari, Shizuna quay v€ ban, ta't nhi€n lai deo Ién
grwong mit khé chiu. Takeo van cdi d4u 1 rii, ldc ndy m&i ngude mét nhin.

“CA’p trén goi, ming em la dang ban bu d4u con trdn di dau. Em béo ra
ngoai gap khach hang, 6ng ta lai hdi c6 co’ hdi 18y deoc hop dong khong,
em chang bi€t n6i sao ntra.”

“Anh nén ki hop ddng gi day?” Takeo nhoai ngudi t&i, mit 4nh 1én ninh
not.

Shizuna 1ic dau, bd dién thoai vao tdi xdch, “Em khong lam phién anh
dau. Ai ma ddm nwa!”

“Vay anh phai lam sao...”

“Anh khong phai lam gi cd.” Shizuna dirng ddy, 13’y tién ca phé dat
xudng ban.

“Em, dori da.” Takeo phat hoang, trong bé dang nhw sﬁp khéc tdi noi.

“Em mu6n suy nghi thém vé chuyén chiing ta, nén tam thoi ngwng gap
nhau mdt thoi gian. Khi nao binh tinh lai, em s€ lién lac véi anh.”

“Yukari...”

Shizuna ti&n ra ctra. Trén dwong ra ga, Shizuna gt tin nhén cho Taisuke:
Ké hoach gidn 18y dé cdt diet vori Takeo da thanh cong. Yukinari goi cho
em, co chuyén gi muén hoi @y, nén em dang di Ginza gdp anh ta. Co nhan
dwgc phan h'6i ctia Taisuke ngay triedre khi xudng ga tau dién ngam: Pa
nhdn. Gio tao vé chuan bi cho ké hoach kia.



Shizuna ca't dién thoai vao tii xach, cam giac ba't an dang 1€n trong long.
Co biét ké"hoach kia 1a gi. Koichi di cing Taisuke nén chic khong sao,
nhwng chi sai s6t mot budc thoi, td't ca sé bi canh sat tom gon. Nghi ma
bon chon.

Ho hen gap nhau tai mot quan ca phé & Ginza 2-Chome. Yukinari chon
ban gan ctra sO, anh nhin ra dwong nhwng dang ban suy tw thi phai, chir néu
nhin that, khong 1y nao lai khong nhin th&y Shizuna di ngang qua.

Khi Shizuna cét ti€ng goi, Yukinari m&i gidt minh ngoanh lai va ngd
ngan thdt 1€n, “Al”

“Anh dang nghién ngdm diéu gi ma trong nghiém trong th&?”

Yukinari dwa tay 1én s& mit minh, “Nghiém trong 1dm a? Chét that. Ma
xin 181, vi ddt ngdt hen co6 ra day. Co xong viéc roi chir?”

“Vang, xong ca roi. Von di ciing khong phai viéc quan trong.” Shizuna
ng6i xudng ghé&” ddi dién va mim cwoi. Nu cweoi hoan toan that long chi
khong phai dién. “MAy ngudi ban dinh di sudi nwéc néng ma khong sip
x&p dwgc thoi gian nén danh hay. Toi di giai quyét viéc d6.”

“0, cd thich di sudi nwéc néng 42

“Ciing khong han. T6i chi thich di choi véi moi ngudi thoi.”

“Ra th€&". Ban dai hoc cua c6 sao?”

“Da khong. Ban c&p hai v&i cadp ba. Treong dai hoc cua t6i & Kyoto 14n

N

ma.”

Shizuna gin dd loai nghé nghiép cho cdc ban minh, ndo thiét k& thoi
trang, nao kinh doanh bao hi€m... Gan diy, ngwoi ban 1am thié€t k& da chia
tay vi hon phu d€ sang My tu nghi€p thém. D1 nhién, ta't ca déu la gia. Cac
nhan vat dwoc néu déu trich xua't tir cdc vai dién c6 dung d€ Itra tién dan
ong, cho nén c6 ke&'ra't sinh dong tr6i chay.

Yukinari chim chii 18ng nghe, thinh thodng con td ra bA't ngd' trwedre tinh
ti€t nay no. Nhin anh, Shizuna hoi dy ndy, cling hoi trong rong. Nhirng
chuyén dang lam anh thich thi déu xoay quanh ddm ban hw cdu ctia mdt cd
gai cling hw ciu.

Shizuna ngtng 161, cAm 1y c&c tra d4 sip tan hét.

“Co sao the?”



Yukinari ling ting héi. Shizuna bi€t, anh hdi khong phai vi co thoi k€,
ma vi nu cwdi trén moi ¢d da tit.

“Khéng ¢6 gi. Ty dung t6i thd’y hoi xau ho, ndy gio toan budén chuyén
fam phao.” Shizuna giai thich v&i nu cwoi gia tao.

“Khong dau. T6i thay thu vi ma.”

Shizuna ldc d4u, “Thdi, khong k& nira. Anh bao cé chuyén mudn néi ha?
T6i tO mo mudn chét roi day.”

Yukinari ha miéng, nhwng khong ra loi. Khdng phéi anh quén, ma don
gian 12 khong biét bit dau tir dau. Shizuna dodn 12 viéc khd khé néi.

“Xin 101, toi hen gip c0... That tinh, 12 v& com bd bdm.”

“Com bo bam? Trong thwc don ctia chi nhanh Azabu Juban a?”

“Khong phéi... Hay ding hon la hoi li€n quan, t6i mudn hoi cd vé com
bod bim hdm truedre ¢d nhic tdi.”

“T6i nhic gi &y nhi?”

“C06 bao h'6i nho tng an com bo bam ¢6 hwong vi rd't giong com bo
bam nha t6i.”

CAP

“Quén an d6 & Yokosuka phai khong? C6 nho tén quan chi?”

Shizuna hoi bdn chdn trirge d6i mat do xét cta Yukinari. Sao ti dung
anh lai héi diéu nay? Ta't nhién, cd khong th€ néu ra céi t€n Ariake.

“Tén gi nhi... Lau qua r'6i, nén t6i...” Co gia vo’ suy nghi rat lung.

“Co bao la quan an nha ban nhi? Ho ctia ban ¢6 1a gi?”

CAu nay thi khong tro'n trdnh dwee. Ngwoi ban thin dén ndi &n com bo
bam ciing 1am ¢6 hoai niém va bat khéc tred'c mat bao ngwoi ma bao quén
ho thi that vo ly.

“La Yazaki.”

Chinh Shizuna ciling bdt ngo’ v&i cdi ho minh vira thot ra, toan than néng
btrng. Yazaki 13 ho khai sinh ciia c6, @ong thdi 12 bing chitng cho viéc cd
khong cting huyét th6ng vé&i hai ngeoi anh.

Shizuna khong hi€u tai sao minh lai thd't ra cdi ho nay. Cho t&i nay, da
bao T'an cd bja dai tén gia chi trong nhay méit. Vay ma gio cd khong nghi
noi mot cdi tén nao. Hon hét, c6 khong mudn bia tén v&i Yukinari.



“Yazaki... The¢ con tén?” Yukinari héi ti€p.

L'dng ngue se thit, Shizuna c§ ti trd'n tinh va thAm nhd minh phai hanh
dong that can thdn m&i dwoe. R6i ¢6 ddp, “Shizuna a,” d6ng thoi cd nén
ti€ng trong nguwc dap thinh thich. Chuyén nay tuyét d6i khong the’ de cac
anh bi¢t. Bing khdng sé& bj cdc anh ming 13 hanh d6ng ngu ngdc cho ma
xem. Ban than Shizuna cling khong xac dinh dwoe viéc minh dang lam c6
ding hay khong. N&u héi tai sao, o chi cé the’ddp 1a mudn cho Yukinari
bi€t tén that ma thoi.

“Sao anh lai hoi tén ban ay?”” Shizuna thic mic.

“Vi n6 chira ra't nhiéu thong tin.” Yukinari ling ting mot ldc, r'oi noi.
“Yazaki Shizuna... Tén dep that. Co a4y la nguwoi thé nao?”

“MOot cd bé hoat bat, va ra't than thi€t voi cdc anh trai.”

Shizuna ¢6 strc kim nén hoi néng dang cudn trao trong long. Yukinari
héi v€ minh, cdi t€n anh goi cling 1a tén that ciia minh. C6 phan khich khon
ta vi khong phai néi doi ntra. ..

Pirng trong hém t&i, Taisuke ngwdc nhin ngdi nha canh d&’y. Cau tham cam
th4n, da bao 1au réi mdi lai 1am thé nay? L'An gan nha't chic 1a c4i dém ba
anh em tron khdi co nhi vién d€ di xem muwa sao bing Su Ttr. May mén
thay sau hom 4’y ciu van gil vong s6 8 lai.

Tuy nhién, thyc sy khong sao chi*? Cach nay do Koichi von thong thai
nghi ra, nén chic 13 6n thda. Du vay, lic Koichi chia sé vé k& hoach dém
nay, Taisuke da strng sd't. Khong chi strng s6t, ma con kinh hai.

“Anh khdo sat ki roi. Anh ra't ty tin. Khong can Taisuke di cung dau, anh
s€ hanh dong m{t minh.”

Taisuke khong thé€ binh than d6ng y voi dw dinh d6. Tw trede toi nay,
moi hanh ddng nguy hi€m déu do hai anh em hop strc giai quyét.

Phia trén c6 dong tinh. Taisuke nhay dén pin mdt Ian, ngu y “On ca.”

Khong lau sau, ddy leo nidi rong xuéng. Taisuke nghe rd ting ti€ng lanh
canh, d6 12 ti&€ng va ctia vong s 8. Koichi thoin thodt tréo vi toc dd
khong thua kém thud bé 1a bao, lwng deo ba-16.



“Sudn sé khong?” Taisuke hai.
“Sudn sé m&i xudng chir. Thoi, chu'dn le nao.”

Hai anh em lom khom chay tr6n.

Budi sang sau ngay nghi, doi tredng Isobe goi Hagimura Shinji dé€n gap.

“Sao trong cdu mét moi vay?” Isobe rori mat khoi ddng gid’y tor va ngwde
nhin Hagimura.

“Khong dén ndi mét 1dm, chi 12 da 1au mdi 14i xe dwdng treong nén em
hoi cing vai.”

HOm qua anh dwa v’ va con trai dang hoc ti€u hoc vé nha 6ng ba &
Shizuoka choi. Ba nam r'6i 6ng ba mai lai ¢é dip gdp chau.

“Danh thoi gian cho gia dinh, cdm ddng 1am sao. Chang bi€t bao nhiéu
nam r'oi téi khong di du lich v&i nha. Ma chac muy v va ma’y dira con gai
cling chang mu6n di cung téi dau. Ciu cir liéu liéu day.”

“Li€u li€u thé nao a?”

Hagimura hoi lai. Isobe tram ngdm mot ldc r'oi cwoi chua chat.

“Né&u biét tdoi da khong nhw by gio'. Ma thoi, vao viéc nhé. Toi nhan
dworc thong bao 1a d&m hdom truede ¢6 chi€c xe dang ngo’ ddu & bo’ bien
Mabori. Canh séat dia phwong da dé€n ki€m tra. B6 1a mot chi€c kei-car
trang.” Isobe dwa cho Hagimura xem td'm anh chyp chi€c xe vudng virc voi
hau canh la dé chan séng.

“Chi€c xe lam sao?”

“Dung bién s& xe d€ tra thong tin chd s& htru, thi lai thay thong bao ma't
cap khi dang dau trén dwong & Yokohama. Thyc t€1a 6 khéa ddong co’ da bi
rut ra, xe da'u dién tryc ti€p.”

“Thi sao a?” Hagimura thic mic. Trom cip xe 12 pham phép, nhung
khong thudc phan viéc cia anh. Anh dang cong tac tai Phong 1 S& Canh sat
tinh Kanagawa ma.

“Van dé la c6 ra't nhiéu dia DVD va mot chi€c tui cii trén xe.”

“DVD gi co?”
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“Phim nguoi 1on. Pang ti€c, khong phai hang phi phap, chi 1a AV binh
thuwong c6 khip moi noi. Toi nghe canh sit Yokosuka bdo 1én, chit khong
trgc ti€p xem.”

Vé mat Hagimura ba't gidc diu lai, “Em phai di€u tra céi gi day?”

“Purng voi. Gio mai t&i van dé chinh. D6ng DVD thi thoi, con chiéc
tii? Bén trong chinh la céi nay.” Isobe m& ngan kéo ban, 18’y ra vai tdi'm anh
moi.

Hagimura ¢Am 14’y tA'm anh chuyp chiéc hop vudng. Nip hop vé maYy vién
keo.

“Nhin gidng hdp keo nhi?”

“Piing vay. Tuy nhién, bén trong khdng phai keo.” Isobe trai vai tim anh
ra, [an lwot 1a anh chup vi tién, dong h'é deo tay, hop pha'n trang dieém, son.
Khong hiéu sao thdi son lai ma't nip.

“Xin 101 chii céi hop chir, d6 dac chzalng ra dau vao dau.”

“Um. Nhung canh sat Yokosuka chi con cdch truy tim trém xe ttr nhirng
thir nay. D nhin dinh 12 khé 1ong TAn ra manh md1i, ho van diéu tra ki cang
trng vat chirng mot. Va c6 phat hién bat ngo.” Isobe nhén 18’y tA'm énh
chup chi€c dong ho mau vang. “Cau xem, thd’y gi khong?”

Hagimura nhin chim cham vao d6ng h'd. Khong phai hang hiéu, di ci.

“Sao ha?”

“Khong thdy gi ddc bi€t. N6 lam sao a?”

“Con cdi nay?” Isobe rit mot taAm anh khac dwa cho Hagimura.

Vin 12 dnh ¢ong h'6, nhung chup mit sau, ¢6 khic chir. Hagimura ghé
sat vao d€ nhin cho ro.

Chiic mwrng Ariake mo cira lqi.

“Ariake?” Anh v thirc 1am bam.

“Nh¢ ra chwa?” Isobe cwei ranh manh.

“La Ariake kia sao? Quan com Tay & Yokosuka.”

“T6i chwa ddm khgng dinh. Cénh st Yokosuka da tim dén noii san xua't
va clra hang bdn 18, chic s& c6 k&t luan sé'm thoi.”

“Poi tredng, n€u Ariake nay chinh l1a quén an kia thi...”

Isobe dwa tay ra ngan Hagimura dang kich dong.



“Binh tinh da. T6i biét cAu van quan tAm dén vu d6, nén mdi dwa ciu
vao lai ban chuyén an d&y th6i. Nhung dirng mang bat ki dinh ki€n nao.
Moi dinh ki€n déu s€ lam chéch hwdng diéu tra. Trwedc mat, cdu xudng
Yokosuka mdt chuyén di.”

“Vang.”

V¢ lai chd d€ chuédn bj cho chuy&n cong tidc, Hagimura thd’y rd nguoi
minh néng 1&€n. Anh khdng sao binh tinh nhw Isobe nhac nhé dwgrc. Vu an
twdng ching phai tte bd vi bé tdc va sdp hét thoi hiéu, bdng lai thd'y manh
mdi xud't hién theo cach khong ngo'.

Vira ra khoi S&, Hagimura da ridt dién thoai goi di.

“0O, cdu biét tin r'éi nhi?” Pwong diy vira thong da nghe Kashiwabara
héi, giong diéu cho thdy 6ng da doan tred'c dwore cudc goi nay.

“Em m&i nghe. Giat cd minh. Chuyén nay 1a sao? Pong h'6 clia Ariake
Yukihiro phai khong anh?”

“T6i chwra ddm khang dinh. C6 th€ 1dm. Ngoai ddng h'd con son moi, ciu
biét ch?”

“Em xem anh r'6i.”

“Lién hé voi nha san xua't thi dwgc bi€t dong son nay da ngung san xud't
muoi ba nam tred'c. HOp keo cling thé’, 16 hang cudi cung ban ra vao muwoi
sau ndm trwde.”

“Lau qua nhi?”

“Cho nén, tdi nghi cai hdp dd nam im dau d6 it nhat mwoi ba nam, khong
ai dong dén. Noi cach khac, chi€c dong h'o da ¢ yén trong hop sudt mot
thoi gian dai.”

Hagimura thdy tim minh d4p nhanh hon. Anh hi€u diéu Kashiwabara
mudn noi.

“Y anh la chi€c dong h'd da bi trom di trong &n mang nam xwa?”

“Cap trén nhic nhé rang, van con qua sém d€ ket luan.” Kashiwabara
cwoi khé. Ciing nhwe Hagimura, 6ng khong ki€ém ché” dwgc con st sang.

“Pa tra ra nha san xua't dong h'¢ chwa a?”

“Tra ra roi. N6 la san pham cia Thuy Si. Chiing t6i cling da xac minh
dwore dai Iy nhap khau, dén day lai 1am vao b& tac. Ho phan phdi cho céac



nha ban 1& tir tAn hai chuc nam tredc, nén khéng con ghi chép chi tiét nao.”

“D'dng h'd cu the' co a?”

“Néu la qua ting khi Ariake m¢& ctra lai sau thoi gian tu stra thi td't nhién
phai cli r'6i.”

Cong nhan, Hagimura gt gli, dién thoai van 4p bén tai, “Non néng ghé,
chi mu6n bi€t ngay dong h'é c6 phai cua Ariake Yukihiro hay khong.”

“T6i ¢6 mot d6i twong d€ xac minh chuyén nay. That ra, gio’ t6i dang
tinh di gdp cdu ta day. N€u tién thi ciu di cung t61.”

“Gap ai cor a?”’

Hagimura héi d'6n, Kashiwabara ngirng mét 14t nhw d€ tao kich tinh, r'oi
m&i dap, “Ariake Koichi.”

bi€m hen 1a mot khach san canh ga Shinagawa. Hagimura va Kashiwabara
gap nhau & ga Yokohama trwdc, va ng6i cho Koichi tai sanh khach san.
Trong lic chor, Kashiwabara k& v&i Hagimura ring thinh thodng dng van
lién lac voi Koichi, rang vu triét pha bang ghi d6 dua ngya b6n nam tredec
chinh la co’ duyén d€ ho két ndi lai.

“Th&’y tén Ariake Yukihiro xua't hién trong danh sach khach choi ca dg,
chiing ta d@ mung r& bi€t bao nhiéu. Cr twdng cudi cung ciing tom dwoc
dudi ké sat nhén, ai ngo...”

“Chealng tim thay gi & bang ghi d§ ludn nhi. Nghe dau, vi khong thu h'6i
duorc s6 tién da cho Yukihiro vay nén ngay sau khi hai vo’ chong nha 8y
chét, no1 bo bang nhém da luc duc.”

“Anh gap lai Koichi vao thoi di€m dé a?”

“T6i mudn hoi xem Koichi c6 thdng tin gi vE hanh vi cd do cia Yukihiro
khong, nhwng ciu ta mu tit. Mat khac, téi cling mudn cip nhat doi chit voi
ciu ta veé ti€n do diéu tra.”

“Ra the€".” Hagimura gat dau.

B6n ndm trwede, Hagimura dwoc diéu dong vé don vi hién tai. Nhan vu
ghi do, canh sat m¢ lai h'6 so’ vu Ariake, Hagimura cling tham gia, nhung
anh khong hé nghi t&i thin nhan ngwoi bi hai.



Nhin Kashiwabara nhap ting ngum ca phé, Hagimura ty nhd 6ng da sau
sic hon nhidu. Trwde kia dng khong phai ki€u nguwdi qud d€y dén tim tu
cua gia quy&n nan nhan. Podn ching dng van chwra ngudi ngoai chuyén ciu
con trai. CAu con nay méc bénh tim, phau thuat nhiéu I4n vain khong qua
khoi. Téi gior, Hagimura con nhé nhw in khudn mat Kashiwabara Iic nhan
tin bao tr. Ong choang vang ng'di thup xuéng san, 6m dau rén ri mai khong
thoi, nghe nhw ti€ng kéu thong khd cda vong linh dwdi dia nguc.

Kashiwabara ngang 1€n, nhin ra xa, “0, t&i roi kia.”

Hagimura ngodi lai, dung lic mot thanh nién cao rdo mdc 4o khodc mau
nau sam budc vao. Hagimura khong nhén ra Ariake Koichi ngay, ma ti€p
tuc ra qua nguoi nay ngwoi no. Nhwng khi nhin lai thanh nién kia thém I'an
nita, anh nhan ra 4nh mit u 4m da ting bat gip & Koichi thoi nién thigu.

“Chao chd, chao anh! Lau roi khong gip.” Koichi 1€ phép ctii minh,
giong nghe khac han xwa kia.

“Nhan ra t6i khong?” Hagimura hoi.

“C6 chir, anh Hagimura ding khong a?”” Koichi trd 101 kém nu cwoi twoi
10i.

Koichi ng'6i xudng va goi phuc vu. Ca phé ctia Hagimura va
Kashiwabara thi déu da can nhén.

Koichi k&'la dang lam cho mot van phong thi€t k& & Tokyo, khdng c6
lién lac v&i em trai em gdi. M6t phan 1a do ba anh em khdng roi ¢6 nhi vién
cung thoi di€m, mot phién la ty lo 18y than cling dua kiét strc r'oi.

Hinh 4nh ba anh em thué nho bdng hién vé trong tdm tri Hagimura. Anh
nh& minh tieng cau mong 1 tré ¢ the k€ vai sat canh, nang do ti€p strc cho
nhau. Hién thyc lai khdong dwoc ngot ngao, lam long anh dau am 1.

“Chit bao c6 thtr mudn cho chdu xem a?” Sau khi k€ so’ qua tinh hinh
gan day, Koichi nhin Kashiwabara, xem chirng chwa biét chi ti€t sy viéc.

Kashiwabara am w, tho tay vao tii trong 4o khoac va 12’y ra tdi nhiya
dwng chié€c d6ng h'6 kia, dit né xudng tried'c mat Koichi, “Trong c6 quen
khong?”

“So’ vao dwoe khong a?”

“Sor bén ngoai tui thi dwgrec.”



Koichi veon tay 127y tai, cham chi nhin chi€c dong h6. Hagimura mong
chor d6i mét Ay 16e 1én ngd ngang, nhung dién bién khong nhwr anh mong
doi. Koichi chi hoi nghi€ng dau, anh nhin 16 r6 nét bdi rdi.

“Pong h'6 nay lam sao a?”” Koichi héi.

Hagimura li€c sang, vé mit Kashiwabara van than nhién, nhung chéc 12
ong ciing tha't vong nhw anh vay.

“Chéau xem mdt sau dong h'6 di.” Kashiwabara néi. “Hoi kho doc... C6
ghi chtr Ariake ding khong? Kém theo chr mo cira lgi nra.”

Koichi 14t mit kia chi&c tdi, mit mé to hon tredc ma’y dong chir khic.

“To1 nghi no lién quan d€n nha chau. N6i cach khéc, to1 doan day la
dong h'é ctia bd chdu.”

Koichi nin thé trong gidy lat, doan cau may dam chiéu.

“Khong phéi a?” Hagimura do hoi.

Koichi nhim mét vai gidy, roi lai nhin ki chi€c dong h'6, “Chéu ting
nghe noéi bo” dworc ting dong h'6. Chang rd ¢ phai cdi nay khong.”

“Chau biét ai tang khong?”” Kashiwabara hdi.

“Hinh nhw 1a ban ciing khéa. Céac ban cuing khéa thoi cap hai cia bo” gop
tién lai mua tang thi phai...”

“Chau bi€t b6" hoc treong cap hai nao khong?”

“Trwong nao nhi... Chau nghi 1a treong cong 1ap dia phwong.”

“Vay s€ tra ra ngay thoi.” Hagimura néi voi Kashiwabara.

“I\J’m,” Kashiwabara gat dau.

“Céc chu... tim thd'y dong h'd & dau a?” Koichi hoi.

Hagimura im ldng d€ Kashiwabara xt 1y, vi dong h'6 la do canh sat
Yokosuka tim ra.

“Or mot chiéc xe in cdp.” Kashiwabara d4p. “Xe bi bd lai chd dé chin
séng Mabori. D&n gi¢’ van chwa xdc dinh dwoc ai da 1di chiéc xe dén d6.”

“Chi tim thd’y dong h'6 thoi a?”

“Khong, con vai thir nira.” Kashiwabara lai cho tay vao tui, 18y ra may
taA'm anh chuyp vi ti€n va thdi son. C6 ca taim anh chup hdp keo. “Sao? Chau
cO chut &n twong nao khong?”



“Chdu khong ddm khang dinh, vi may thi ndy h4u nhw & dau ciing ¢6.”

Ciing phdi. Kashiwabara gat g thu don dong anh, tién the' ca't luén dong
h'6 vao tui.

“Chu Kashiwabara, n&u diing 12 ¢6ng h'6 ctia bd chdu, lidu c6 bit dworc
hung thu khéng?” Koichi hoii ch'dom nguoi 1én.

Kashiwabara liéc Hagimura, kh& 1ic d4u, “Chua ddm néi chéc. Van chwra
biét tai sao d6ng h'd lai xua't hién vao thoi di€m nay.

“K¢é gitr dong h'6 chinh la hung tht, khong phai a?”

“Cé th€ diing. Ciing c6 th& khdng. Moi chuyén tir gior m&i bit dau.”

“Khéng con thoi gian niva. N&u khdong mau chéng tim ra...” Koichi sot
rudt néi dén day thi khwng lai, gai ddu nhw nhén ra minh da h hénh. “Ma
chwa bi€t dong h'é c6 phai cia bd hay khong nhi...”

“Pung. Nhwng t6i hira s€ theo vu nay dén khi hét thoi hiéu mai thoi.”

Koichi ctdi gap ngwoi, “Chau cam on, moi chuyén nho ciy & chd.”

Nghe Koichi k&lai tinh hinh, Taisuke nghiéng d4u thic mic.

“Sao anh khong huych toet ra la dong h'6 ctia bd’ ludn? C6 phai nhanh
hon khong.”

Shizuna git d4u, to ra d6ng tinh v&i Taisuke.

Ba anh em dang ban bac k& hoach tac chi€n & can ho cta Koichi va
Taisuke nhw moi khi. Koichi ngdi trir¢'c mdy tinh, Taisuke va Shizuna moi
ngudi mot givdng, ngwdi ng'di x&p bang, ngudi nim lin 16c. Taisuke thich
khoang thoi gian nay nhat, vi cdu dwoc quay vé voi nhirng cam xdc thud
nho.

“Duc toc ba't dat.” Koichi dép.

“Tai sao?”

“Chuyén cach ddy mwoi b6n nam roi. Hai dira khong thd'y gior con nho
b6 deo dong h'6 gi mdi lala a?”

“Th& 4? Em nh¢ 1o 1a bd' ra't quy chi€c dong h'd. Cho nén lic anh béo
chon vat ki ni€m mang theo em da nghi d€n n6 ngay con gi.” Taisuke da



cho dong h'0 vang vao hanh trang di c0 nhi vién. Lan nay ciu ciing khong
no lia xa nd. Koichi phai thuyé&t phuc méi cdu méi dong y. Vi day la cach
duy nha't d€’ tra thu cho bd me.

Koichi lic dau, “Nghe ny, chiing ta nén coi nhw chiéc dong h'6 di bj
d4nh cép trong dém 4n mang. CAn phai khi¢n canh sit nhan dinh ring ké
gi€t b6’ me da mang no di.”

“Em hieu.”

“N€&u nhin thodng qua ma anh dap ngay la dong h'é ctia bd’, nha't dinh
canh sat s€ hoi tai sao sau an mang lai khong nhan ra n6 bi ma't.”

Taisuke ba't giac “A” 1€n.

“Ba’y gior canh sat da hoi di hoi lai 1a nha ¢ mat thir gi khong. Néu da
An trong sau sic véi dong h'o d&n mirc mudi bon nidm sau con nhan ra,
dang 1€ phai bi€t n6 khong con. Ta't nhién, anh c6 th€ giai thich vi tinh than
chao ddo nén khong sau sat hét dwoc, nhwng thay vi nguy bién nhw thé&’, anh
nghi ndi la khdng bi€t ¢ phai cua bé khdng sé ty nhién hon.”

“Liéu canh sét c6 tim ra n6 1a ¢ong h'6 ctia bd khong?” Shizuna lo 1ing
hi.

Koichi cwoi kho, “Pwrng coi thwong nang lwe canh sat. K€ ca anh ¢6
khang dinh 12 @dng h'd clia bd’, ho van phai x4c minh d&1am o thuyc hu.
K&t qua giong nhau thoi. Hon ntra...” Koichi néi ti€p, “Mot dap an phai
chat vat m&i thu dworc, s€ lam nguoi ta thad’y gia tri hon mot dap an gat hai
qud dé dang. Chéc canh sét s& nhim dén Iita ban cling khéa ctia bd". Khdng
biét ho tim dwgc bao nhiéu ngwoi, nhirng néu ho thuan lgii tom dwore bang
chirng ma chiing ta tao ra, dirt khoat c6 budc nhay vot.”

Nhin Koichi tran day ty tin, Taisuke ciing bit d4u cdm tha’y day 1a lya
chon dung dfn, va lai than phuc anh minh vi ludon suy nghi tha'u déo.

“Dién bién sau ddy mdi 1 van dé nay. Ching ta da tha thinh, chi mong
canh st dop tring. Bang khong, cling khong thé lu loa v&i ho rang thinh
day dop di. Nén 1a, ciu troii kha'n phat cho dam Kashiwabara khong phai 1d
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ngdc.

“Gitr lién lac v&i canh sat khong sao ch?” Shizuna hoi.

“Thinh thodng phai lién lac d€ nghe ngéng tinh hinh diéu tra. Pung lo,
ho chang ¢6 1y do gi d€ nghi ngo anh ca. Chinh Shi m&i ¢an can than day.”



“Em 4?” Shizuna chi vao ngyc minh.

“Néu k& hoach ctia anh thuan lgi, ta't nhi€n khong thuan lgi thi khé cho
chiing ta qud, nhwng néu thuan lo1i, canh sit s& d&€ méit d&n Togami
Masayuki, va di€u tra td't cd nhirng ngwoi xung quanh 13o. Lan trwde anh
da néi, ho ma phat hién ra c6 c6 gdi mang tén gid Takamine Saori, du ¢0 ta
khong lién quan d&€n 4n mang mwdi bon ndm trwedre, ho van sé ddnh da'u hdi
thoi. It nha't bA’y gior Shi phai thu x&p d€ bién khdi tAm méat Togami
Yukinari roi.”

Taisuke nh4n ra Shizuna hoi d6i sdc miit treéc nhirng 107 nay, trong cd
ngd ngang va lo ling.

“Nhiém vu ctia Takamine Saori xong r'6i ha? Con vu c¢6ng thirc nd'u an?”

Koichi git dau, hoi cau may, “Tuy Shi quyét dinh. Vu c6ng thirc tiy
thudc vao dong thdi cia Togami Yukinari, di sao di nira chiing ta van phai
tra trdn vao nha ho. Nhwng khong dworec moi thi ¢ ma’y dira Shi di nira
cling khong th€ ddt chan vao.”

“Vay anh tinh sao?”

Nhin Koichi tram tw, Taisuke ba't gidc nin thé. Cau hi€u anh trai dang
nghi gi.

“Anh dinh lam cd nwa a?”

Koichi khdng dap. Thay vao d6, Shizuna trén giwong ngoi thealng day.

“Lam cu nua? Ch.‘ing 1€ anh dinh d6t nhap vao nha ngwoi ta?” Shizuna
hét nhin Koichi lai nhin Taisuke. Cudi cling, cd dirng mét & Koichi.
“Khdng dwore dau. Nha Togami dau phai nha ctra binh thwong.”

“Shi n6i ding, khdng on dau anh hai. Du em chwa thdy bao gio’, nhwng
nha't dinh la bi€t thy c6 trang bi hé thong an ninh.”

“Trwa nay anh di thdm thinh r'6i.” Koichi néi. “Dting nhrr may néi, gin
nhiéu camera giam sdt 14m, khong dé gi dot nhap. Tuy nhién, nha ctra
phong bi can mat c& nao, ké trom van tim dwgc dwong vao, nghia 13 anh
cling vao dworc.”

“Khong!” Shizuna gay git phan doi. “Anh dirng manh dong. Anh dau
phai trdm cép chuyén nghiép! Nhanh nhen c& nao ciing vd ich thdi, vu nay
qua nguy hi€m!”



“Em d6ng y v&i Shi. D mudn gai by Masayuki, nhung th& nay thi anh
s& bi bét tredrc ca 1do mat. Cé dang khong?”

“Con cdch nao khdc dau? Anh néi r'di, bang chirng chitng minh
Masayuki 12 hung thi, n&u khong tim ra thi phai tao ra. Canh sét c6 d€ mét
dén 1do ta ma tinh hinh van nhu hién tai thi khong bat ndi 130 dau.”

“Vandéla...”

Taisuke ap ting mot h'd1, Shizuna dot ngot 1€n ti€ng.

“P&em lo. Thé 12 t&t nhat. Vira an toan vira kin k&. Ching phai anh néi
r'oi sao? DPiéu kién tuyét ddi ctia vu cong thirc nd'u an 1a khong dwoe d€'lai
vét tich. Du anh Ko dot nhap thanh cong nhw ké trom chuyén nghiép thi
cling khé long dam bdo 1a khong lwu dd'u. Nén t6't nha't d€ em lam cho. Clr
tin & em.” Co n6i mot 1&o r'oi chép tay, “Nin ni anh day.”

Koichi chdng cui chd 1én ban mdy tinh, dwa tay d6m dau. Hi€'m khi
Taisuke bét giip anh minh bé tic th& nay. Ban than Koichi rd rang hon ai
h&t mrc @0 nguy hi€m khi dot nhap vao biét thy nha Togami.

“Lao bao s& ddi com bo bim nhi?” Van v&i vé sau ndo, Koichi hdi.

“Sao co'?” Shizuna khong hiél 1dm.

“HOm no em di gap Yukinari va nghe k€ ma, phai khong? K& hoach ra
mét com bo bim nguyén ban & chi nhanh Azabu Juban bdng chdc tan thanh
may khoi.”

“Pung, Yukinari k€ v&i em nhw thé"”

“P¢é 1a ménh 1énh ctia Masayuki. Theo hai dtra, tai sao 4o lai thay doi
quy€t dinh vao luc nay?” Koichi nhin cac em nhr mudn treng cau y kien.

“Do cau chuyén cta Shi tic dong?”

“Cé th€ 140 d4nh hoi tha'y nguy co khi nghe nhic d&n quin com Tay &
Yokosuka. Gia st Yukinari k& ludn cé viéc dng chll quan da chét, 1o sé dé
dang dodn ra la nha Ariake. P& ai dd’y phat hién com bo bam Togami-tei
giong v&i com bo bim Ariake thi ric 67 to. Ma chua chéc 12 khong con ai
phat hién dwoc. Vi thé’, Masayuki 14p tirc hily bd k& hoach.”

Gia thuyét ctia Koichi ra't c6 1y. Taisuke chi thic méc, sao tw dung anh
lai dé cap dén chuyén nay?

“C6 ly. Nhung lién quan gi d&n vu dot nhap?” Shizuna ciing chung thic
méc v&i Taisuke.



“Pdng ndo di. Shi, a khdng, Saori 1a hi€m hoa d6i véi Masayuki. Lao s€
d€ mdt ngwoi nhw vy quanh quan bén Yukinari sao? N&u anh la 1do, anh s€
cd'm Yukinari gap g& con nho ludn &y chir.”

“Hom no khong tha’y Yukinari bdo gi ca. Chua k€&, chinh hén hen giip em
day.”

“C6 thé’ chwra bi cam. Hoac da bi cAm ma chuwa ti€t 10. Du la kha nang
nao, Masayuki cling s€ ngan can d¢€ hai dira khéi than thi€t hon. Cho nén,
moi Saori d€n nha la chuyén khong twdng.”

R&t cudce Taisuke ciing vor 18, “O...”

“Pau nhat thi€t phai 1a Masayuki moi. Chi ¢an khién cho Yukinari moi
em dén nha la dworc ma?”

“Shi chwa hi€u vAn dé roi. Y anh 1a Masayuki s& khong cho phép diéu
nay xay ra.”

“Chua thir sao biét. Anh Yukinari khong phai ki€u ngwoi b6 néi mot
khong dam néi hai.”

“Anh Yukinari?” Taisuke kh& nhiu may, nhin sang Shizuna.

“A, em xin 16i. Nhé miéng. Dui sao di nita, em chi mudn néi ring
Yukinari s& khong rim rip nghe 1o b dau.”

“Chua chic. Anh tha'y hén khd 1& thudc dng b& da’y. Gan ba chuc tudi
dau con & v&i bd me, chirng td chwa tw 14p dwoe.”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén do!”

Shizuna do6t nhién gay git, khién Taisuke hodng h'on h4 miéng. Koichi
cling tron mét nhur triing don ba't ngdr. Tha'y phan (ing cta hai anh, Shizuna
ludng cudng cui dau. Cudi cung, cd ngang mat 1€n.

“N6i chung, cit tin & em. Yukinari phai 1ong em r6i. Em s& dit mii hin
cho cdc anh xem. Em s& khong d& hin nghe theo 1o bd dau.”

Koichi chdng md cwoi cwoi, “Van ty tin ngoi ngoi nhwe moi khi nhi?”

“T&i gior, chwa Tan nao em ndi lam dwgrc ma lai tha't bai ca, ding
khong?”

“L’an nay khac nhteng lan truede.”

“Ctr tin & Shi di.” Taisuke noéi. “Van khong thanh cong thi nghi cach
khac.”



Koichi thé dai, “Ching ta khong cé nhiéu thoi gian dau. Khi nao canh
sat d€ mét t&i Masayuki, Shi phai rit lui ngay. Hi€u chuwa?”

“Em hiéu. Ca doi cling khong gap lai Yukinari.”

Ng6i nhin Shizuna tra loi Koichi, Taisuke caAm nhan dwgc y chi va quyét
tdm manh mé cta c¢6, nhung bén canh d6 con le 161 mot cam xic khac. Cau
khong tai nao dinh nghia dwgc cam xuc nay.

Hagimura d&n mot tiém giay & Kamioka, khong phai d€ mua giay ma d¢
gap chu ti€m, Muroi Tadashi.

Ca hai cung ng6i xuéng bang ghé¢” dat & géc tiém, Hagimura md tdi xach
12y tdi nhwra va giai thich tai sao anh dén day.

Tadashi nheo mit, khi¢n cho cic nép nhin & dudi mit 6ng hin sau hon.

“Oi 01, céi ndy...” Tadashi lwu luy&n 14t qua 14t lai chi€c d6ng h'6 van
nam trong tdi nhya, can than quan sat chir khac & mat sau. Chan may 6ng
cup xudng buon ba. “bung no6 roi, chi€c dong ho chung to1 tdng Ariake
Yukihiro.”

“Anh mua & dau?” Hagimura hoi.

“Khong phdi t6i mua, ma 1a mdt ciu t€n Yamamoto trong ddm ban. Hinh
nhw ciing khong mua & trung tam thwong mai, ma ¢ mot ti€m hi€m hoi
nhan khic chir luon. Khong ngd d&n nay van con co hoi tha'y lai nd.”

Nhin Tadashi ngdm chiéc dong h'6 v&i vé hoai niém, Hagimura 4m tham
si&t chit tay phai. Chic Tadashi khong nhdm 1an diu, néi cdch khdc, day
ding 1a d6ng h'6 cua Ariake Yukihiro.

“Lam sao dong h'd lai & chd canh sét hinh sy? N6 lién quan gi dén 4n
mang nha ciu 8y w?” Tadashi tra lai dong h'6 va hoi.

“Van chua c6 két luan. Chiing t6i dang diéu tra.”

“Pong h'é xud't hi€n khong phai 1a kéo theo manh mdi roi sao? Cac cu
tim thdy ¢ dau?”

“Xin 10i anh, t6i khong trd 161 cAu ndy dworc.”



“Chi it cling cho t6i bi€t liéu c6 co may pha an hay khong chir. Toi ra't
tin twedng vao lwc lwong canh sat, cir nghi sé tom dwore ké gi€t cau &y ngay
co’. Ai ngo khdng bat dwoe, cac ciu con d€ 1€ 1€t dén tan ldc gan hét thoi
hiéu. That l1a kho hi€u! T6i san long hop tac, ¢6 yéu céau gi cir dwa ra. Hang
nam toi va ddm ban nho dén van xo6t xa lam...”

Hagimura hi€u cam giac cua Tadashi, cling rdt mudn dap ¢ng ni€ém
mong dgi ctia Ong, nhung anh chi con nwde d6i phé 187y 1€ roi cdo tw, gior
khong phdi lic d€ chuyén tro dong dai.

Hagimura vira rdo bwdre vira gap rit goi dién.

“Sao ro6i?” Hoi dop ludn khi nhan dién hinh nhw da thanh théi quen xau
cua Kashiwabara.

“Chuan r'oi. Pong h'6 cua Ariake Yukihiro.”

“DPung nhu dy doan.”

“Gio phai truy tim tén trém xe.”

“O, vira ¢6 mot thong tin kha dang ngai.” Kashiwabara ha giong. “C6
kha nang tén trom da chét.”

Mbi dot séng ddnh, mit bién bdng chdc tring x6a. Ling xudng mat lic,
dot séng khéc lai tia vao, bot nwdre ban ca 1én chan. Hagimura lui lai, d&
giay lin xudng cat wot. Co cam gidce lao xao bén trong giay. Lic vé phai
vao ctra hang tién loi mua doi td't mdi, anh tw nha.

Hagimura dang & bo’ bi€n Hashirimizu, cach vi tri phat hién ra chi€tc xe
ma't c&p khodng mét ciy s&". Bo bigh khu nay ndm cach quéc 10 mot
khoang kha xa. Kashiwabara ti€n lai gan anh, co ro vi lanh.

“Cau nghi sao?”

“Chuyén gi co?”

“Liéu c6 tim tha’y thi the’ khong?”

“Um...” Hagimura nghiéng dau suy nghi, “Ban ndy em nghe dan trong
vling noi, ngoai khoi ¢4 vai chd dong chay ra't phirc tap. Hon ni¥a, binh
thuong séng khong manh 14m, nhung ma’y ngay nay lai rat dir doi.”



“N6i chung 12 ra't 1y twdng d€ ty t nhi?” Kashiwabara doi mét ra khoi.

Hagimura nhin theo. Bong tau tuan duyén tr6i noi ngoai xa. Chwa thay
ho thong bao la s€ diéu tra dén khi nao.

Hom qua, thdy tha tau ca phat hi€én mdt chi€c thuyén cheo 14t tp ngoai
khoi Kannonzaki. TA't nhién, trén thuyén khong mo6t bong ngwoi. Khong
lau sau, chi€c thuyén dugc xac dinh 1a bi danh cép tai bor bi€n Hashirimizu.
Hon ntra, sau khi canh séat hinh sy Yokosuka ti€p céan diéu tra, ho tim tha'y
mot tdi gid'y rd't dang ngo.

Trong tui gidy 1a gang tay lao dong, kinh, but bi, bi thu. Trong bi thw 1a
mot to’ gidy ghi vai dong.

Xin 18i Tomoko, khong th& xoay di tién. Moi chuyén danh gtri gdm lai. ..

Do sy g4n giii ca Ve thoi gian 1an dia di€m gitra vu nay va vu xe mat
cip, canh sdt Yokosuka 14p tirc diéu tra xem c6 mdi lién hé nao gitra hai vu
khong. Vi khong tim tha’y da'u van tay nao trén cac mon d6 khac, moi sy
chui y déu do'don veé gang tay.

Po6i giang da mon cii, 1am lem dau mo va cac vét ban khac. Ki€m tra lai
dong DVD va mot s6 vat dung trén chi€c xe bi danh cép, canh sat phat hién
ra vai vé€t ging tring khép. Tuy chwa phai k€t luan cudi cling, nhung nhiéu
kha nang chiéc tdi gid'y 1a ciia ké trom xe.

Nhung ké trdm xe 1a ai m&i dwge? Cho dé€n nay, manh m&'i duy nha't la
cdi tén Tomoko. Canh sat Yokosuka quy€t dinh va sodt toan bd don trinh
bdo mat tich cho t&i thoi di€m hién tai, nhd dau nguoi (rd't c6 the€ 1a) phu
nt tén Tomoko kia da d€n lam tha tyc trinh bdo va y€u cau tim ki€m.

Tuy nhi€n khong phat hién dwoc thong tin nao phu hgp. “Theo thu tuyét
ménh, xem ra tén trom dang ra't can tién.” Hagimura noi.

“U’. Chéic hin mic no.”

“Pdng DVD trong xe thi sao? Hin dinh dem bén chic?”

“Co6 th€, nhung DVD & dau ra?” Kashiwabara cham thudc, tay cam gat
tan di dong. “Hén chéo thuyén ra bién r'di trAm minh ty ti chiing? Tinh
hu6ng nhw vay khong phai khong cé, co ma...”

“Anh tha’y khiic méc gi a7



“T6i chi bin khoin sao hin lai chon c4ch ché&t nhiéu khé nhudng nay. C6
nhi€u ki€u ty tir nhanh gon hon. Nhay lau chang han.”

“Tén trdm bd xe in cip lai rdi lang thang doc bo bién, vira di vira nghi
van vo'. Sau d6, hin nhin thiy chiéc thuyén, trong phit bdc d6ng da nay ra
y dinh nhay xudng bién ty tr. Em nghi vay.”

“Sép toi cling dwa ra gid thuy&t y chang. T6i van cam thd’y ¢ diém ba't
thwong.”

“Y anh l1a dgng hién treong gia ty tG?”

“Khong phai khong c6 kha nang nay.”

“Pé&lam gi? Cong nhan la tr xwa da ¢c6 manh khoée tao hién treong gia
khién nguwoi ta nghi minh da chét hong tr6n ng, hodc chi€m doat tién bao
hi€m. Trong cédc treong hop 4%y, lai lich ngwoi tw t& ludn r6 rang. Pang nay
t€n trdm con chang ghi tén minh. Anh khong tha’y la sao?”

“Pi€m ba't thwong dd’y. Du la tw tir thit hay gid, tai sao lai khong ghi tén
chw?”

“P0i y gilra chirng? Ban dau héin dinh d€ lai thr tuyét ménh dang hoang,
tr deng vé sau khong mudn viét nira. Em nghi khong phai hin co tinh
khong vi€t tén, ma la doi y.”

“Cling ¢6 the’.” Kashiwabara td ra ngo’ viee, dui di€u thu6c hit dé vao gat
tan.

“Tén trdm ma nguy tao hién treong, thi cing kha mao hi€m da’y.”

Kashiwabara li€c sang Hagimura, “Tai sao?”

“Cheo thuyén ra bi€n xong lai phai boi vao bo’ gitra d€m. Khong phai
mao hi€m sao? Pén chuyén gia boi 161 cling phai do dy chir chang dua.”

Kashiwabara 4m o m& hop thudc 14. Vira cho ngén tay vao hop, 6ng lai
ngang dau lén, “Né&u c6 hai nguoi thi sao?”

“Hai nguoi?”

“Gid st hin c6 d6ng bon? Hai tén chéo hai thuyén. Ra khoi thi mot tén
tréo sang thuyén cung d6ng bon r'oi 14t tp chi€c thuyén minh vwa cheéo,
chang con nguy hi€m gi ntra.”

Hagimura twdng twong theo gia thuy€t Kashiwabara dwa ra. Cling c6 1y!



“Tai sao? Lam nhw th& chi du d€'tao ra an tweng la & dau d6 c6 nguoi ty
ti. That vo nghia! Cé lgii cho ai chir!”

“Tai sao a...” Kashiwabara ngdm di€u thuoc, 14c dau. “Toi khong bi€t.”

“Anh suy dién qud thdi.” N6i doan, Hagimura quay gét tré vé, nguoi da
tha'm lanh vi gid bién.



Yukinari an thee mot mi€ng, te nhit qua nhié€n khong gidng. Vi teong ca
chua khd dAm. N6m na 12 mot hwong vi dé khién nguoi ta hoai niém, hin
s€ khong it khach thich thu. Tuy nhién, n6 khéc hin com bd bdm nguyén
ban ctia Togami-tei.

Yukinari chan nén ti€p tuc btra an. Du da hét hieng thi v&i com bo bam
ndy, anh van khong thich bd mira.

Quan com Tay Yazaki toa lac canh ga Shakuji Koen. Yukinari tim thdy
né trén mang va ghé qua xem. L&1 vao ¢6 bon hoa nhd, quan ciing kha
trang nha. Chwa dén gio’ an trwa, nhung da cé vai cd khach tré dang an banh
ngot. Xem thuc don thi thdy quan nay manh v€ mon trang mi€ng. Yukinari
khong ranh moén trang mié€ng, nén ciing 1a co’ hdi d€ anh hoc hdi, tuy nhién
d6 khong phai 1y do thic day anh d&€n day hom nay.

An hét dia com, Yukinari ditng ngay day. Khéch trong quén chi c6 anh l1a
nam, thanh that ma néi, anh khdng mudn nan nd thém phit gidy nao ntra.
Roi khdi quan, anh ba't gidc thd dai danh thwot.

Trén dwong ra ga, Yukinari ty hdi minh lam th& nay d€ lam gi, trong khi
van chwa quyét dinh dwgrc hwong vi com bo bdm cho quédn dn & Azabu
Juban. Anh chdn nan nghi, thay vi t6n thoi gian cho viéc v6 bg, dang 1€
minh nén nghién ctru cong thirc ciing cac dau b&p. Thir com bo bam cia
quén khac cling 1a mét khau can thi€t cho nghién ctru, nhwrng hém nay thi
khong phdi vi quan dn Azabu Juban.

Chirng nao chwra 1am sdng td khiic méc, anh con chwa thé tién hanh budc
tiép theo. Ma khiic méc nay, td't nhién 13 bat ngudn tir thai do cia
Masayuki. Yukinari cho rdng bd minh d6i y 12 tai cAu chuyén Saori di k&,
no6i khac di 1a tai mot quan com Tay & Yokosuka c6 com bo bam gidng vi
ctia Togami-tei.



Tuy nhién, manh md&1i qua it éi. Goii ¥ duy nha't anh c6 1a céi tén Saori
dwa cho, té€n cd con gai quan com. Yazaki Shizuna.

. Khong it quan ddt t€n theo ho chu quén, vi du Togami-tei. Yukinari dodn
ring qudn com Yokosuka kia cling thé, va bit dau tim ki€m c4c qudn com
Tay c6 tén Yazaki & vung tha d6. K&t qua duy nha't thu dwoee chinh la
Yazaki & Shakujii Koen. Con mét Yazaki nira & Kobe, nhung n6 1a quan an
lau doi, kinh doanh twr cudi nhirng ndm 1920, lam gi ¢ chuyén tw
Yokosuka mwoi ma’y ndm triedc chuyén sang.

Ra dén ga, Yukinari vira di vé phia may ban vé vira suy nghi xem bay
gi phai 1am gi. Pung ldc nay ¢6 tin nhin d&n. Cit ngd 12 ai & Azabu Juban,
khdng ngd rit dién thoai ra lai tha’y tén Takamine Saori. C6 nhin: T6i cé
chuyén cdn ndi vori anh, khi nao tién anh goi lai cho toi nhé.

Tam tri von nh'6i ddy com bo bim bdng chd'c dwoc don chd cho mot
mdi quan tAm khéc. Yukinari nong long mudn bi€t Saori ¢an néi véi minh
chuyén gi. Tam hodan mua vé, anh nhan nut goi ludn.

Giong Saori 14p tiec vang 1én & dau diy bén kia, “Alo!”

Yukinari thy vui vui, dodan chirng ¢6 dang ngéng dién thoai cia minh,
“Togami Yukinari day. T6i vira doc tin nhén cta cd...”

“Xin 16i da 1am phién anh liic ban r6n.”

“Khong sao. Chuyén gi thé" co?”

“Noi qua dién thoai hoi bat tien, hom nao ching ta gap nhau dworc
khong?

“Ta't nhién r'6i. Gdp ngay hom nay, ngay by gio cling dworc.”

“That a? Gio’ anh dang & dau?”

“Shakujii Koen.”

“Shakujii? O Nerima 4?” Saori hoi ngac nhién.

“T6i mudn xem qua mdt quan com Tay & day. Vira xong roi. Gio’ ching
ta gdp nhau ¢ dau?”

“Quan ca phé Ginza btra tredrc nhé?”

Yukinari nhin dong h'6, “OK. Tam 5 gio tdi s€ ¢6 mat.”

Khi d&n Ikebukuro va 1én tau dién ngam, Yukinari dd quén bdng com bo
bam. Thay vao dé, Saori chodn 12y toan bd tdm tri anh. Khong bi€t ¢6 dinh



néi chuyén gi? Suy dodn dau tién nay ra chang may t6t dep. Phai chang
thong bao khong gédp lai minh ntra? Vi that ra ¢6 da c¢6 nguoi yéu?

Yukinari d&n quan ca phé & Ginza 2-Chome vao lic hon 5 gio mot chiit.
Tw chd ng'6i canh cra s&, Saori khé dwa tay vay, chdc da trong thi'y ngay
khi anh budc vao. V& mit c¢6 khién Yukinarii yén da, khong c6 da'u hiéu gi
la sap xdy ra chuyén nghiém trong.

“Xin 101, toi d&n hoi mudn. D€ ¢6 phai chor r'oi.” Yukinari td ra 4y ndy va
ng 61 xuong ghe” do1 dién.

“Khong sao a, tdi vira d&€n thoi. Hon ntra, t6i mdi phai xin 16i vi da qua’y
qua anh.” Saori cti dau.

“Co dwng ban tdm. Khong phai viéc gi dang k€. Cudi cling con tén cong
vo ich nwra.”

Saori van chwa goi d6 udng, chic 1a ¢6 y doi anh. Yukinari vay phuc vu
lai. Ai nd’y chon xong, Yukinari ngai ngan hoi.

“C06 mudn néi chuyén gi the?”

Miit Saori hoi swong lai, nhung nu cwdi van neo trén moi, “Chuyén 14,
hém qua t6i nhan dwoe di€n thoai cia nha. Gan day t6i khong bdo cdo tinh
hinh nén chac b6" me lo, goi dién hdi con tién th€ mang cho mot tran.”

“Ming gi co'?”

“Ming 12 1éu 16ng, dinh choi bdi tdi khi nao, lo 1ing khong biét thang
Tw sang ndm t61 c6 veé di hoc lai khong.”

“A, ra th&.” Yukinari nh& ra Saori van con 1a sinh vién. Cing liic, cdm
giac chdi vai trao 1én trong 1'ong ngye. Thang Tw sang nam ¢6 vé Kyoto
mat roi. “Di nhién 1a ¢6 phai hoc ti€p chir nhi?”

“That ra... to1 dang do du.”

“Sao lai do du?”

“Tw 14u td61 da mudn di du hoc mot I'an cho biét.”

“Du hoc nwdc ngoai w?” Vira dit 17, Yukinari da tg méng minh ngd
ngan, du hoc ta't nhién la & nwde ngoai r'oi.

Saori mim cwoi, “T6i dinh sau khi t6t nghiép s€ 1am cong viéc ki€u gidi
thiéu van héa Nhat Ban ra cic nwdc. Vi gidc mo nay nén tdi da chon hoc



dai hoc & Kyoto, b6 me cling hi€u cho tdi. Ma, mudn th& bat budc phai gidi
ngoai ngtr, ding khong?”

Yukinari chép chép mét, nhin Saori. BA'y nay ho da néi di thit chuyén,
nhwng day la Tan dau c6 dé cip dén wdc mo’ ciia minh. Anh nhén thay woc
mo nay ra't phit hop voi co.

“Du hoc d€ rén ngoai ngir 1a mot y hay.” Ngoai mié€ng ndi vay, trong long
anh r6i boi. Tinh ra Kyoto con dé gédp, chir nwde ngoai thi chiju.

“Pung thé anh nhi? Cach ddy may ndm c¢6 mot ¢6 ngwoi Canada dén &
tro nha toi. L'an nay t6i dinh xin ta tic ¢ nha c6 ay.”

“Con gi bang.” Yukinari thdt ra mot cau ra't do1 long.

“Hém truedre toi goi dién trao doi, ¢6 &y vui lam, b6" me ¢ &y con dinh
stra nha cho phli hop v&i sinh hoat ctia ngwoi Nhat nira. T6i voi n6i khong
can, ho lai bao nha tdi da cham séc con gai ho nén ho mudn dén dap...
Thanh ra, t6i ¢6 viéc mudn nho anh, du rd't s¢ anh nghi téi tror trén.”

“Nho gi moi dwoe?”

Saori chan chtr mot lic m&i nguwdre 18n, nhin thang vao mét Yukinari,
“Anh cho t61 xem qua nha dugrc khong?”

Yukinari chwa tra loi dwoe ngay, lai ding ldc @6 uéng dwa téi. Khong hé
nghi ngei, anh ¢cAm ludn céi cd'c tred'c mat 1€n uéng. Vi tra da lan khap
khoang miéng.

Saori ha miéng stng s6t, “O... c6c d6 la cha toi...”

Yukinari nhin cdi c6c trén tay va cdi c6¢ trén ban, swc nhd minh goi ca
phé, “A! Xin 16i t6i nhdm. Lam sao bay gio...”

Saori cwoi hip mat, “Khong sao a. Anh ctr u6ng di. T6i udng ca phé cling
dwoc.”

“Khong sao chtr? That xin 16i ¢6.” Yukinari rit khiin tay. Thai dweong anh
lam t&m m'6 hoi.

“Xin 106i anh. D€ nghj cda toi tro’ trén qué, 1am anh gidt minh phéi
khong?”

“Khong phdi... Du ding la ¢6 git minh.” Yukinari ndc tra da ung wc.
“Tai sao cO lai mudn xem nha t61?”



“Anh tirng k€ nha anh cai tao lai tw biét thy cia ngwoi Piec, cho nén ¢6
ra't nhiéu dieém giao thoa gitra Nhat va Tay.”

“Um, toi c6 k& nhi?”

Thé& ma anh quén tiét. Anh c6 cam gidc minh chi néi v&i ¢6 chuyén am
thwe, chuyén quan an Azabu Juban thoi, héa ra ctit chuyén no xo chuyén kia.
Nha ctra chic chi nhic qua loa ma c6 con nhé rd nhu vay. Ty dwng anh
thay lang lang.

“T6i tha'y d€ nguoi ta stra nha chi vi minh thi khong can thi€t. Nhung
xét dén viéc phai sdng & d6 lau dai, téi cling mudn khao sat xem lam thé’
nao de€ sinh hoat cho thoai mai. Ta't nhién dé nghi cta t6i hoi ba't lich sw.”

Yukinari dit cd hai tay 1én ban, Iic dau dirt khodt, “Khong hé bat lich su.
Tbi s&n 1ong hd tror. Co da cho t6i bao nhiéu loi khuyén chan thanh, nén toi
cling muon dén dap.”

“That a? Cé gi ba't tién anh cr ndi theamg. T6i khong d€ bung dau.”

“T61 ludn ndi thzalng ma. Chi ban khodn 1a viéc xem nha t6i c6 thuc sw
giup ich cho c6 khong thoi.”

“Nha't dinh s& gitip ich ma. Cdm on anh, that ding din khi héi y kién
anh.” Saori cAm cdc ca phé 1én, c6 1€ vi da cat dwoc ganh nang, nu cwoi
trén moi cd cang thém rang ro.

Yukinari ra't sung swong khi ¢ cor hdi gidp do Saori. Mit khac, may den
b4t d4u gifing kin long anh. Khoi phai néi, td't nhién 14 tai anh c6 linh tinh
ching lanh, ring minh sip khdng dwoc gip co nira.

Piing mdt tuan sau khi phat hién chiéc xe ma't cip ddng ngo tai b bién
Mabori, Hagimura tim ra ctra hang DVD lién quan. Ctra hang nay &
Sakuragicho, Yokohama, cach ga mdt quang, ngay bén canh con song Oka
ltrng 10’ troi.

Cira hang 12 mot ngdi nha gd hai tAng, mit tién tAng mdt bang kinh
nhung dan kin 4p phich nén khong nhin thay tinh hinh bén trong. Ap phich
0 rang khong phai d€ quang ba san pham, ma d€ bao vé khach mua khoi



4nh mét toc mach clia ngudi qua dwong. Ctra hang ki€u nay chi ¢ nuwée &
né&u khong biét can nhic tam Iy clia cic thwong d& AV.

Ctra hang tén Good Soft, vira ban ra vira mua vao. Ngay dudi bién tén la
to’ gié’y ghi rd Thu mua gid cao.

Liic Hagimura d&n, Good Soft dang ving khdch. Trong ctra hang, ngoai
DVD cii con ¢6 CD va sach anh. San pham chi dao déu li€n quan dén AV,
1ap kin nira s& ta treng bay. Tham chi ¢6 ca bang VHS ma hién gio da ra't
hi¢m. Péu 1a bing sang lai. DVD chic ciing thé".

Ctra hang do mdt thanh nién té€n Tsujimoto trong coi. C4u ta gay go, mit
may Tam i, khi Hagimura bwdc vao, cdu ta cling chang thém Ién ti€ng
chao. Pén lic anh chia thé canh sit ra, cdu ta m&i gidt minh, céi lwng cong
nhw Iwng tom bat thang day.

Hagimura chia cho Tsujimoto xem bd ba dia trong s6’ DVD thu dworc trén
chiétc xe bj danh cip. Bi€u cdm clia Tsujimoto thay d5i tha'y rd. Tuy nhién
cu ta n6i chua trong thd’y bao gio’. Pén khi Hagimura d'6n ép bang giong
gay git hon, cAu ta m&i ning nhoc thira nhan diy 1a san phaAm cia cira hang
minh, tem gid ddn trén bao bi la loai tem ho dung hai nam veé trwdec.

Hagimura chi mudn hét 1én sung swong. Cudi cling cling tim dwoc
ngudn goc cua ddng DVD. Khi anh héi tai sao lai néi d&i, Tsujimoto nira
cwdi nita méu, “Chéic dy 14 d'6 bj ma't cp.”

“Mat cip? Khi ndo?”

“Cach day tAm muoi ngay.” Tsujimoto nhin 1én td'm lich trén twong.
“Khi em dén ctra hang thi thd'y mdy tinh tién xé dich, cdn nhiéu chd khéc
c6 cam giac bi luc loi ntra. Nén em bi€t ngay la trdm dot nhép.”

Tsujimoto sdng & Kamioka, m& hang tw 4 gior chiéu dén 11 gior dém,
ddng nghia v&i viéc nira dém & day khong ¢ ai.

“Céau khong bdo canh sat a?”

Nghe hoi, Tsujimoto chi biét nhiin nhé gai dau, “Ong chii bio phién,
khéi bdo ciing duoc.”

“Ong chi 12 ai?”

Tsujimoto m& ngan kéo ban tinh tién va 18y ra danh thi€p in tén Ueda
Shigeo. Ong la bac cua cau ta, hién dang kinh doanh ctra hang d6 cti & mot
noi khéac. Tsujimoto k€, hang ngay cir dé€n gior dong ctra, Ueda s€ xud't hién



de’ 1ay tién ban hang. N&u c¢6 mua vao, Tsujimoto phai bdo cdo da’y la cai
g1, gia bao nhiéu.

“Ong chi khong tin em, nén ching bao gio d€ chwa tién lai. Chic tén
trdm tha't vong 14m. Vi trong mdy tinh tién chang c6 mot xu.”

“Can mua vao ma khong c6 tién mat thi lam sao?”

“Ong chi dwa em gitt 50 nghin yén. Thu mua c4i gi em sé trich ra d€ tra
khéch. Sau dé 6ng chu lai bu vao cho da 50 nghin.”

“T6i hieu. 50 nghin yén khong bi trom a?”

“Véng, em toan d¢€ trong vi. Von ven 50 nghin yén, d€ trong mdy tinh
tién chang bd bén gi. Thé ma lai may. Nhw cdi tinh 6ng chu thi ki€u gi cling
bdo ‘MA't trom 12 16i ciia may, may phai dén’ cho ma xem.”

Hagimura khong néi gi, chi ceoi niva miéng. Anh ty hoi 50 nghin yén
liéu ¢6 dang & trong vi Tsujimoto khong. Khong it nguwoi tiéu 16, r'oi hot
hai tim cach bu vao sau.

“Ong ta biét 1a DVD bi mat ma, phai khong?” Hagimura hoi.

“Vang. Ong cha néi, toan hang cheamg biet c6 ban dwoc hay khong, coi
nhw d& ton cong xi 1y.”

Hagimura nhin bd dia DVD trén tay, “Cai nay d€ & dau? Dan tem gid hai
nam triedre thi khong phai 1a hang treng bay dau nhi?”

Tsujimoto gat dau, ngoén trd chi 1€n trén, “Ca't trén tang hai. C6 1€ tén
trdm 1én vao qua ctra s tang hai.”

“Tang hai? Cho t061 xem mot chut dwgc khong?”

Tsujimoto t3 ra khé xtt, “Em s& bi 6ng chil mang n&u ty y cho anh xem
day.”

“Ong cht nha c4u s& bi canh sat khién trach vi khong bdo ma't trom. Chi
c6 cAu méi gitip dwoc dng ta thoi. Bang cach sin sang hop tdc diéu tra.”

“Vay thi... cling dwore.” Tsujimoto di vao trong, ba't chot dung budrc,
ngodi lai héi. “Anh tim thdy DVD & dau? Ma diéu tra la di€u tra cai gi?”

“Chung t6i tinh co’ tim thd’y né khi dang diéu tra mot vu an khac. Ch:flng
lién quan gi d&€n ciu dau. Cho nén, xin 161, cAu khong ¢An biét chi tiét, toi
cling khong c¢6 bon phan phai trinh bay.”

“Hwm... Khong lién quan d&n em thi théi.”



Bén trong c6 mot cdnh cira, mé ra s& thd'y ciu thang dan 1én ting trén.
Hagimura 1am bam, “Thi€t k& la gh€.”

“Nghe néi tredre ddy noi nay ting 12 quan an. Tsuji vira néi vira leo ciu
thang. “Ong cht da pha b&p va stra lai thanh gian ban hang nhw hién tai,
nén cé vai chd hoi ki la.”

“Quan an a? Quan an ki€u gi?”

“Cai d6 thi...” Tsujimoto to ra nghién ngim.

Mot suy nghi bdng 16e 1én trong dd'u Hagimura, chang 1€ la quan com
Tay?! Nhung anh 1ap tirc gat phang, tw trach minh rang chuyen g1 cling lién
twdng dén Ariake 1a do toan bj dinh ki€n chi phdi. Chang c6 bing chu’ng
nao cho thdy ctra hang nay lién quan dén vu gi€t ngwoi cwdp cia muoi
b6n nam tred'c. Hon ntra, dirng néi quan com Tay, gio’ cira hang nay con
khong phai quén an ntra la.

T4ng hai chia thanh hai phong kiéu Nhat rong khodng 10 m? va 7,5 m?,
khong phong nao d€ & hay nghi ngoi dwore. Cac thung carton chira DVD va
bang video cha't thanh d6ng, kin cd n€n va nha't loat phu bui day, cho thdy
mot khi da 1én ddy, ching s€ khong con cor hoi gdp dnh mat trosi.

“Trwdc day cung hay don kho ban ha gia nhung khong ban dwoc bao
nhiéu, ma phién 1dm, nén gic chi cha't d6ng vy thoi. Chang bi€t mai nay
gidi quyét ra sao.” Tsujimoto ndi ¢ nhw chuyén khong lién quan d&€n minh.
“Gid tén trom 6m hét di c6 phai t6't hon khong.”

“Chéc chin 12 khong bén dwoe 2?7

“Khodng ban dwoe dau. Bang dia & diy khong phai do khach dem tdi, ma
hau hét do 6ng chi mua gom gid ré tw cac cong ty ché tac video pha san,
hodc ctra hang cho thué bj dong ctra. Phim nguwoi 1dn con vot vt chit dinh,
chir ai mu6n bo tién ra mua mot tdc pham ti€ng tim ma hinh a&nh mo tit,
hay hinh anh r6 nét nhwng lai 1a phim hang C kinh phi thap? Ong cht
chang thém kiém tra ndi dung, nén c6 ca video gido duc, kinh di, hon ntra 1a
¢6 ca video hwdng dan quy dinh cong ty co.”

Hagimura cwdi khd, nhin vao thiing carton bén canh. Nam trén ciing 1a
video hwdng dan céc bai tap th€ duc gidm cén.

“Ba DVD t6i vira cho cAu xem d€ chd nao nhi?”

“Em khong nhé rd 18m. Phim ngudi 16n thi chéc d€ trong td Am twong.”



Tsujimoto toan di vé phia ti, Hagimura lién ngan cau lai, “P¢i da. Sau
vu trém cau ¢6 dung vao th gi trong phong nay khong?”

Tsujimoto 14c dau, “Em st¥a lai ctra kinh thoi. Bdo 12 sira nhwng that ra
cling chi va viu qua loa.”

Hagimura n}\ﬁn ctra s6. Co mot 16 thung gin chd't cira hinh lwdi 1iém, gior
dwoc che lai bang manh nhya dan bang keo.

“Ong chi bao khong stra dang hoang s& ¢6 trom khéc 18n vao cho xem.”

“Tw bén ngoai c6 th€ leo 1én ctra s6 khong?”

“Cé chtr. Phia sau 1a con hém, nén kho bj bit gip 1am.”

/Hagimura gat diu, deo ging tay vao va ti€n dén chd ti Am twong, cd
gang khong cham vao ba't ¢t thit gi xung quanh. Cira lua cta ti vin mé.
Ngan dudi chdt ddy thung. Ngin trén twong tu, chi khac 1a ¢c6 mot khoang
trong vudng van khong bam bui. Anh hdi Tsujimoto, ¢6 phai dao truedc &
day dat thung carton.

“Pung. Em nghi chinh la chi€c thung dwdi chan anh d@y. M&y cai DVD
anh dwa em xem han la to ddy mara.”

Hagimura nhin xu6ng chan thi thd’y 1a thung dung quyt /tré’ng khong.
Né&u nhét hét dong DVD tim dworc trén chi€c xe bi danh cap kia, c6 1€ vira
day thung.

“Tai sao lai chi 187y dia trong thuing nay?” Anh [am bam.

“Vi toan phim ngwoi lon.”

“Céc thung khéc cling ¢6 ma.” Trong td &m twong con ma’y thiing ntra,
xem CI}ﬁ’ng déu la phim ngwoi Ion. Hagimura sdm soi trong ti mot h'6i, khi
dwa mat 1én dén tréan td thi dung lai. TA'm van tran 1€ch di, lam néc ta hé ra
mot khoang.

“Cho kia twr trede da the' roi a?”

“Chd nao a?”

“Tran ti Am twong. Ay can than, ding dung vao d'0 vat xung quanh.”

Tsujimoto can than tié€n trng bwde lai gan, nhin 1én tréan td. “Em khong
bi€t.” Cau nghi€ng dau nghi ngei. “Lau roi em khong 1én kiém tra.”

Hagimura thé dai. Diing Itic nay, mdt thir 18 16e lot vao mét anh. Séui
trong goc ta. Tay dang deo giang, anh nhét 1én va thdy ndng ca ngwoi, “Ong



chu cdu tén Ueda nhi? Lién lac v&i 6ng &y ngay gidp toi.”

“O? Goi 6ng chu a?”

“Qua nhién, vin nén bdo ma't trom thi hon.”

“Vay a?” Tsujimoto chan nan rit dién thoai ra, li€c nhin thir Hagimura
dang cam. “Cai gi dd’'y anh?”

Hagimura cwoi bi hi€m, “Khong lién quan dén ciu, nhwng d€ t6i néi ciu
nghe. Pay 12 nip son.”

Ueda Shigeo c6 hai go ma nhon va quai ham banh banh, hoi so vai la hau
nhw khong thay ¢& dau. Ong ta ci gie tw the nay tir lic gdp canh sét, ¢ 18
no'm nép s¢ bi phat vi khong bao ma't trom.

“Tém lai, anh thwra nhdn s6’ DVD @éu la cia nha anh?”

Nghe Hagimura hoi, Ueda cang rut co thém, gat dau, “To6i nghi vay.”

““To1 nghi vay’ 1a sao?”

“A khong, ding 12 hang nha t6i d4’y. Khong nham dau a.” Ong ta git dau
lia lia.

Trong phong hop & Phong Canh séat Yokosuka, Hagimura va
Kashiwabara dang cuing 12’y 1oi khai ctia Ueda Shigeo. Trén ban dat s&
DVD va chiéc tii cii tim thay trén chi&c xe bi d4nh cip.

“Thiét hai khong bao nhiéu, bao canh sat thi phai diéu tra du thir, phai
tam nghi kinh doanh. Hang ho nhw nha t6i, nghi ngay nao thiét ngay aY.
Hon ntra, te dwng dong cira sé gy bat tién cho khach hang. Thanh ra t6i
m&i quyét dinh khong bao. Thue sy xin 16i anh canh sit.” Ueda so gdy, gap
dau lia lia.

Hagimura day chiéc tui lai tredc mdt Ueda, “Anh thd’y chi€c tdi nay bao
gio chwra?”

Ueda t6 ra boi rdi, nghiéng dAu nghién ngdm, “Céi nay toi chiu. That
dad’y. T6i chwa thd’y n6 bao gio. Khong phai cua toi dau. Hay la cia
Tsujimoto?”

“T6i da cho Tsujimoto xem anh chup chi€c tui, ciu ta bao khong biét.”



“Vay thi khong phai caa nha tdi ddu.” Ueda khang dinh.

Tw trong tdi, Hagimura 13’y ra vai tdi nhya. Mdi mot mén d'0 trong tii
déu dwoc bdo quan bang tidi nhura riéng.

“Anh c6 nhan ra mon nao trong sd nay khong?”

V& mit mo mit, Ueda chdm chd nhin cdc d6 vat trén ban: hop keo rdng,
vi tién, dong h'6 deo tay, hdp trang di€m, thoi son. Cudi cung, Ueda viron
tay 187y chi€c tii dyng dong h'd, quan sét ki lwong mot h'éi va ddt lai 1én
ban. “T6i khong bi€t. Chang ¢ cai nao cua tdi cd.”

“Anh xem chi€c dong h'6 kha ki nhi?”

“T6i tieng ¢6 mdt chi€c na nd, nén mudn xem xét thém, nhung khdng
phai.”

Hagimura nhin Kashiwabara, dgi 6ng cho ¥ ki€n.

“Ta am twong & tinh trang d6 tw bao gio'?” Kashiwabara héi Ueda.

“Tinh trang d6 la tinh trang nao?”

“Cha't khd nhiéu DVD tén kho... Bit d4u tir bao gio?”

“Ha ha... ffm, ttr bao gio’ nhi...” Ueda khoanh tay, nghiéng dau c6 nho.
“Lau 1am r'6i t6i khong ddng vao nd. L'an cudi t6i mo th Am twong ra la
khoang mot nam triedc, a khdng, 1au hon ntra co’.”

“Nghe néi trén DVD ma't cdp ddn tem cda hai nim treéc?” Hagimura
noi.

“A, ding r'6i. Nén t6i nghi la dong DVD dwoe bd vao ti gan hai ndm
triedc, ngay sau khi loat tem gia dwore thay moi”

“Tw ldic m& ctva hang, anh da bd hang t6n kho vao td 4am twong roi a?”
Kashiwabara héi.

Ueda gat dau lia lia, “bung the¢”. Ban dau thué nha, t6i dinh dung tang hai
lam véan phong, di vao hoat dong m&i thd'y khong ¢an ntra, bt lai can noi
cét hang ton kho. Tw d6, td Am twong thay d6i cong dung. Khoéng chi ta am
twong, toan bd tAng hai déu thanh nha kho.”

“Anh c& nh¢ gidp t6i,” Kashiwabara chdng tay 1én ban, cdi minh nhin
xudng Ueda dang ng'6i. “Ngoai nguoi cla ctra hang anh ra, khong con ai st
dung hoic tirng st dung tAng hai nira 2? Chi trong thoi gian ngén thoi cling
dworc.”



Nhu bi 4p e d& xudng, Ueda ngd ngudi ra sau tranh né, lic dau, “T6i
nh¢ 1a khong ¢6. Tuy nhién, ctra hang t6i da thay nhan vién vai Ian, c6 the
ai @6 @& @6 c4 nhan 1én ma khong xin phép ciling nén, toi khong nim rd
teng li ting ti dau.”

“Trwdre khi dung lam nha kho thi tang hai thé nao?”

“Trwde khi dwore dung 1am nha kho thi tAng hai... van d€ trong thoi. Nén
toi m&i d€ hang ton 1én.”

Kashiwabara nhin Hagimura va kh& gat dau. Hagimura hi€u, 6ng da hoi
xong.

Xin 161, Ueda ngude 1én nhin hai ngwdi, ngdp ngeng hdi, “R6t cudce cdc
anh dang tham van t6i V€ cai gi? Chuing tdi chi d&€ DVD khong ban dwoc
1én tang hai chir khong tang trir thir gi ki la ca.”

“Pay khong phai tham van, ching tdi chi nho’ anh hgp tac diéu tra thoi.”
Hagimura noi.

“Nhung tai sao lai 1a canh sat Yokosuka? Ctra hang t6i dau c6 thudc dia
ban quan 1y cua céc anh?”

“Vi dong d'6 nay xua't hién trén chiéc xe ma't cip dwoc tim thay & dja
ban quén ly cia Phong Cénh sat Yokosuka.”

“O, xe bi danh cip a...”

“Cau cudi cung, anh c6 phan doan gi vé ké dot nhip ctra hang khong?
Khong it treong hgp nhan vién cii lgi dung viée biét ro chan tor ké téc d€
1én vao trom d'6 & chd lam ci.”

Ueda cau may, mfm moi suy nghi, sau cling 1ac dau, “Khong dau. Bat ki
ai tirng 1am chd to6i déu biét tdng 1a 1én vao ciing chang ¢ gi ma 1ay.”

Hagimura thé dai, xem ching khong ¢6 hi vong thu dwgrc thong tin nao
httu ich. Anh néi v&i Ueda, “Cam on anh. C6 thé sau nay van can sy hop
tdc cda anh, lic d6 nho anh hd tror nhé.”

“Té1 vé dwoc chwra?”

“Puoc ron.”

“Con maYy cdi nay xw ly sao day?” Ueda nhin s& DVD trén ban.

“Trwdc mat nho anh 1am don trinh bdo ma't cip. Sau khi hoan ta't c4c thl
tuc, chiing t6i sé tra lai cho anh.”



Ueda mién cwong gat dAu roi ra khoi phong.

Kashiwabara cudi kh&, “Nhin mit thing cha ding kigu khong mudn 1am
don trinh bdo, cling chang mudn nhan lai s6 DVD.”

“Th tuc reom ra, nhian vé d6ng hang t6n kho cling chflng sung swong
gi. Ma anh nghi sao? Ueda khong dinh liu gi dau nhi?”

“Chéc the"” Kashiwabara ng6i xudng gh&". “Khi xem chiéc tdi, vé mit
hin khong hé thay ddi, toi khong nghi héin gia vor.”

“Em ciing nghi th&". Hin thuc sy khong biét gi. Pong bing dia thi chinh
xac la trong ti Am twong.” Hagimura nhin cic mén @6 boc tdi nhya chuyén
dung trén ban.

Kashiwabara nhat théi son 1€n, “Tén trdm lam rot chang?”

Liic tim thdy trén chiéc xe bi danh cép, thdi son khong c6 nip. Tuy
nhién, thdi son Kashiwabara dang ¢Am lai gdn nip dang hoang. Nip son
nim trong ti Am twdong tang hai ctia Good Soft. Chinh Hagimura da phat
hién ra né. Khi nhin thay nfp, anh di tin chic n6 1a cia thdi son trén chiéc
xe bj d4nh cip no. Do d6, anh goi cho Kashiwabara nhor 6ng dem thdi son
d&n Good Soft. Thi diy vao thi vira khit.

Hién gio’ d6i gidm dinh hién treong dang cé mit tai tAng hai Good Soft.
C6 18 s& som c6 k&t qua thdi, nhung trirde mit, Hagimura tin rang k& trom
xe da 1én vao day.

“T6i vira néi chuyén dién thoai v&i nguoi ¢ doi gidm dinh, cu ta bao
hinh nhw van tran m&i bi mé ra gan day théi” Kashiwabara noi.

“Tran ta am twong a?”

Kashiwabara git ddu 4m w, “Chwa diéu tra ki nén khong theé két luén, chi
bi€t la c6 vét tich cho thdy ai d6 da dong cham bén trén néc ta. Tuy nhién,
khong phai ki€u do xét ki cang ma chi vai tay qua 161 thong 1€n thoi.”

“Tsujimoto va Ueda déu khong biét gi. Néi cach khdc, chic do tén trdom
lam.”

“Cé 18 vay.” Kashiwabara nhin chdm chdm vio dong d'6 dang bay trén
ban hop. “H0i xwa, mot tén trom ¢ vai tién an da néi voi toi rang néu
khong ¢6 thu hoach gi 16m thi ¢ md mim bén trén ndc t Am twong. May
ra tim thdy quy den, hodc thir gi quy gia chi nha khéng muén ngwoi khac
bi€t.”



“Chuyén nay em ciing trng nghe qua r'6i.”

“C6 kha niing hop keo nam trén néc t.”

“Tén trdom danh cip n6?”

“M:%jc ké trong hdp c6 gi quy gid hay khong, vAn hon 14 tring tay ra vé,
nén hdn 18y di. Tién tay cam theo vai bo DVD chang...”

“Puorc nghe 10 khai ctia chinh tén trdm thi t6't bi€t ma’y. Gio’ thi danh bo
tay.”

“Con chua khealng dinh hin da chét co ma.”

“Bi€t vay, nhung ma...”

DPén gio van chwa 1am rd lai lich ngwdi chéo thuyén ra va bo thuyén 1énh
dénh ngoai khoi Kannonzaki. N6i cdch khéc, van chwa tim thd’y xdc chét
du(j)’i nao c6 kha niang 1a ngwoi chéo thuyén. Néu xac bi séng cuén di, thi
chac da trdi theo kénh Uraga ra bién.

“Tén trom song hay chét déu khong lién quan dé€n ching ta. Van d€ 1a ai
da gidu hop keo 1én ndc ta.”

“I\J', dung vay, nhung...” Kashiwabara ngung ngang va rut dién thoai ra.
Chéc mdy d& & ch& do yén ling va c6 cude goi dén. Sau dim ba cau trao
doi, dng cip mdy. “Giam dinh hién treong goi, bdo 1a dd'u véan tay cia Ueda
va Tsujimoto déu khong khop voi dd'u van tay trén dong h'6.”

“Qua nhién...”

“P4 13, chang lién quan gi d&n Good Soft ca.”

Hagimura gét dau, nhin tdi nhya duyng dong h'¢ vang trén ban. Chi c6
dong h'6 1a lvu da'u van tay ro rang d€’ dem di d6i chi€u. Sau khi d6i chiéu
voi t liéu mwoi bon ndm triedre, canh sat da xac dinh dwoec da'u van tay
khong phai ctia ca hai v chong Ariake.

“Gio tinh sao?”” Kashiwabara hoi.

“Préu tra vé Good Soft.”

“Hé/? Theo k&t qua giam dinh, s€ yéu cau ctra hang ndp don trinh bdo
ma't cap ma?”’

“Y em 12 vé ba't dong san.” Hagimura ddp. “C6 th& hdp keo da dwoc
gidu tir trede khi Ueda thué ctra hang. Em tha’y hin chi stra tAng mot thoi.”



“Co ly.” Kashiwabara gat gu, gio’ ngén cdi to vé tan thanh. “Thi xem
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Hagimura goi dién cho Ueda thi duegc bi€t bén cho thué la dai 1y ba't
dong san gan ga Yokohama, hai ngwoi 1ién 1én dwong. Tai van phong &
fang mot tda nha, ho gdp mdt nhan vién tré deo kinh. Cau ta xem h'6 so’ va
cho biét, “Chd nay thay doi khach thué nhiéu roi. Cha nha xay 1én d€ 1am
ctra hang quian 4o, vé sau kinh doanh khong hiéu qua nén cho thué.”

“C6 thong tin ngwoi thué tredre d6 khong?” Hagimura hoi.

“Trud'c Good Soft &y a? D€ t6i xem... Mot quan an c6 tén Togami-tei.”

“T6i teng nghe cdi tén nay & dau roéi.” Ping bén canh Hagimura,
Kashiwabara 1am bam.

Cau nhan vién mim cuwoi gat dau, “Gio né da tré thanh quan com Tay
kha noi ti€ng.”

“Quén com Tay?” Hagimura kha nhay cam v&i cum twr nay, anh ba't gidc
cao giong. “Cau khéng nhdm ch?”

Po6i mét phia sau trong kinh tron xoe nhir mudn hdi cé gi la vay.
“Togami-tei kh&i nghi€p & day, vé sau noi ti€ng thi chuyén dén noi khac,
roi 1on manh dan. Péu 1a nho com bo bam cia ho dwgc danh gia rat cao.
Ma t6i cling chi nghe dan anh ké&'lai tho6i.”

Hagimura va Kashiwabara nhin nhau. Trwéc khi Good Soft dén thué, day
trng 1a mot quan com Tay nhw Ariake. Pon gian 1a trung hgp hay sao?

“Khi Good Soft m¢&i chuyén dén, hinh nhw ho da stra lai tAng mét, ting
hai thi sao? C6 thi cong gi trén d6 khong?”” Kashiwabara hoi, giong than
nhién, nhung Hagimura cdm thay c6 1& 6ng dang c¢& kim ndi s6t sing.

CAu nhan vién lai tim ki€m trong h'0 so, “Sau khi ki hg’p dong thué, 6ng
Ueda ty ti€n hanh tu stra. Theo ghi chép, Ong ta chi tu stra tang mot, ding
nhw anh néi. Con tang hai, chic 12 khong dong vao dau.”

“Khong cé ghi chép nao cho thdy chd sé hiru ti€n hanh tu stra chx?”

“Vang. N&u c6 cling chi & mirc d lau don vé sinh thoi, khong phai thi
cong gi dang ke.”

Roi khoi dai 1y ba't dong san, Hagimura néi v&i Kashiwabara, “Truedc
khi ctra hang bang dia chuyén dén, & do ting la quan com Tay... Anh ¢6
nghi chi la tring hg'p khong?”



Kashiwabara khong khﬁng dinh, cling khong pht nhan, ma rut dién thoai
ra, “Hoi cau ta thir xem.”

Luc nghe Kashiwabara noi C‘ﬁp gap ga’p, Koichi doan ngay duoc la chuyén
g1 roi. Dau vdy, anh van ¢4 gang to ra binh than va héi lai, “Cé phét hién
moi vE vu an ha chu?”

“Khong han 13 phat hi€n, ma tdi ¢6 viéc can xac minh. Gap mat mdt chut
dwoe cht? Xin 161 né’,u chau dang ban. Can thi t6i di Tokyo.” Du
Kashiwabara da cd” gang ki€ém ch&’, nhung r0 rang 6ng dang phan khich vi
c6 tién trién tich cuec.

“Khong néi qua dién thoai duge a?”

“Khong phai, chi 1a tdi mudn gap tryc ti€p roi ndi. Toi nghi, nhw vay t6t
cho chau hon.”

“Chau hi€u roéi. Gio gap ludn ciing dwoc a.”

“T6t qua. Hen nhau ¢ dau day?”

“Phién chu t&i ga Tokyo nhé?”

“Pugc. Chic chdu dang trong gio 1am nhi? Xin 16i nhé.”

“Khong sao a. Chuyén quan trong ma.”

Sau khi hen gdp & mot quan ca phé trong ga Tokyo, Koichi cip may.
Taisuke ng6i trén chi€c giwong bén canh, bd dang birt rirt.

“Canh sat, Kashiwabara.” Koichi cho biét.

“C6 chuyén gi nhi?” Taisuke cau may.

“Chéc canh sit da t&i ctra hang bing dia, c6 khi I4n ra ca vy Togami-tei
tng & d6 roéi cling nén.”

“The 4?7

“Néu khong thi goi dién lam gi. Du sao di ntra, xem chwrng ho dang di
ding hueong ching ta vach ra.”

Koichi df}’ng ddy, mé& td quén do. Anh tirng néi v&i Kashiwabara va
Hagimura rang minh dang lam viéc cho mot van phong thi€t k&', nén phai
thay @6 d€ khoi bi nghi ngo.



“Néu canh sit da d€ mét d&n Togami-tei, ching ta khong nén hanh dong
thwra thai gi nira nhi?” Taisuke noi.

“T&t nhién r'oi. Chi 1a nhirng viéc ¢an 1am van phai 1am, kéo cudi ciing
lai x6i hdng bong khong.”

“Viéc can lam la co6ng thirc nd'u 4n kia ddng khong?”

“U’. May nhén lai véi Shi, khong con nhiéu thoi gian. Canh sat s&p sor
gdy Masayuki r'oi. Ct lang vang quanh bon ho sé€ ra't nguy hi€m.”

“Em s& nhén né.”

Koichi gat dau, 18y 4o khodc va quan dai trong ta ra.

“Anh hai, liéu canh sit c6 bat Masayuki khong?” Taisuke lo 14ng hdi.

“Phai bit chit. Chiing ta d c& tinh t&ng ho'p bang chitng cho r'6i.”

“Em khong nghi Masayuki lai d& dang nhan toi. DU sao nhitng thir cdnh
sat dwa ra, 130 déu chwa tha’y bao gio. Lo s€ bao 1a bi ngwoi ta gai bay cho
ma xem.”

“C6 th€ 1dm. Ma néi cho ding 1a chéc ghﬁn thé, rang ‘tdi khong biét
d6ng h'6 vang nao cua Yukihiro, cling chang nhé minh da gid'u cdi gi 1én
trén ndc ta Am twong & quan cii.””

“Thé thi toi a?”

“Khong sao dau.” Koichi vira thay @6 vira nhin em trai. “Héau h&t nghi
pham d€u chdi ddy day du canh sét ¢6 dwa ra bang chung, va thi€u gi ké
kéu ca minh bi gai by. Masayuki thich néi sao thi néi, canh sét chang thém
quan tam dau.”

“Vay thi dwgc, nhung...”

Nhin Taisuke &p a &Pp ung, Koichi dirng thay d0, “Sao? Lai c6 van dé gi
a?’

“Khong phai, nhung ma...”

“C6 gi noi thaalng ra. Chfmg gid'ng may chut nao.”

“Khong phai, chi tdi em khong biét dién dat thé nao.” Taisuke gai gai
dau. “K¢& hoach dan dyng cda anh 12 mu6n canh sat suy luin nhw sau: Hung
tha gi€t bd me chl’%ng ta, ddnh cip hop keo dung tién miit va vai thir c6 gid
tri. Xai h€t ti€n, han gidu hdp keo 1€n ndc tu. Sau khi hung thu chuyén di,
quén an tré thanh hang bang dia. V€ sau trom dot nhap hang bang dia, phat



hién ra hop keo trén néc td, cir nghi 1a ¢6 gid nén mdi mang di. Pung
chwa?”

“Chuwa hét. Tén trom kia dang gap kho khan vi ng nan nén méi 1én vao
hang bing dia, khdng thu hoach dwoc gi nén tuyét vong. Han d4nh cép xe
va l4i di trong vo thirc, @&n bd bién thi ndy ra ¥ dinh ty tir. Hin dinh viét di
thw cho dira con géi duy nha't tén Tomoko, nhung lai b d& gitra chirng,
Hin trom mot chiéc thuyén trén bo biéh Hashirimizu va chéo ra kho'i, roi
gieo minh ty t&. Ching ta phai 1am canh sat suy luén theo hwdng nay méi
dwore.” Koichi bo sung va ti€p tuc thay do.

“Tomoko la con gdi duy nha't a? Em ct twdng vo'.”

“Vo hay con gi cling dwore. N6i chung, ngwoi nay cwe ki quan trong doi
voi tén trom. Du sao, cir phai d€'lai di thw m&i khi€n canh sat tin day 1a vu
tw te.”

“Liéu canh sat ¢6 nghi ngo’ khéng?”

“Um. Khong tim thay thi th&, nén chic ho s& nghi ngo’ 1a nguy tao hién
treong.”

“Vay c6 sao khong?”

“Khong. Tén trdm ty ti¢ hay khong ciling chealng lién quan dén vi€c di€u
tra vu gi€t nguoi cwdp cia nha Ariake. Piéu quan trong 1a phai khién canh
sat tin c6 mot tén trom. Moi thir déu di ding k& hoach chia ching ta, nén
dam Kashiwabara m&i tim ra ctra hang bang dia, cho t&i nay chwa c6 sai sot
nao ca. Chi can Shi hoan thanh vu céng thirc nd'u an, la chiing ta xong vai
dién ctia minh.”

Taisuke van ddm chiéu, 1am Koichi khong khoi néng nay.

“May con gi khong hai long nwra?”

Taisuke voi ldc dau, “Em khong y kién gi h&t. Chi hiém, hung thi ¢6 the
quén mdt thir quan trong nhw vay w?”

“Thir gi?”

“Hop keo. Khi chuyén di, hung thu da d€ quén né trén ndc td. Liéu c6
chuyén v6 1y nhw thé” chang? D&i véi hung thia, né 1a bang ching chi ti cor
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ma.”
“Binh thwong thi khdng the.”
“Canh sat khong nghi ngo’ chr?”



“Nghi ngo’ gi? Rang c6 ngudi sip dit moi thir 42

“Em khong bi€t.”

“Thoi dwoe r'oi, ding 1a hoi ba't thwong.” Koichi thira nhan. “Tuy nhién
khong th€ giai thich mot cach hgp 1y moi hanh dong ctia con nguwoi. Thyc
t&” ¢6 ra't nhiéu diéu phi logic. Hung thd gi€t ngwoi cwdp cia gidu mot thir
¢6 the€ tré thanh bang chirng k&t t6i minh 1én trén ndc td, réi quén thu h'di
khi chuyéhn di... Nghe khong thda dang 1im, ctt nhw ké ngdc 4y. Nhung
hanh x& ngd’c nghé&ch mdi 1a con ngwei. Thém mdt diéu nira, d6i v&i canh
sat, n6 chang nghia ly gi ca.”

“Tai sao?”

“Ho ch:flng thic méc tai sao hung thi lai @€ quén bang ching quan trong
dau. Du thac méc, ciing khong vi the’ ma bd qua biang ching khé khiin 1dm
mé&i tim dwgce. Chi ¢an ho khong bd qua thi s& nhdm mét 1am ngo ma’y nghi
van con con. Céanh sat 13 the&? O chd cra hang anh 1am thém h'6i xwa, nguoi
ta tng nghi anh &n cip tién ctia ho. Ping 14 hanh vi ma chi ndi bd gay ra
dwoc, trir anh, cac nhan vién khac déu cé bang chirng ngoai pham. Tuy
nhién, néu mudn in cip, anh phai qua miit rat nhiéu ngudi. Thé ma canh
sat chang thém quan tam toi di€m vo 1y nay, cir gao vao mat anh ‘May an
cép tién ding khong’, ‘Khon h'on thi mau nhan toi’ dai loai the”. N&u vé sau
khong 10i ra la thang con dan don ctia 6ng chi mdi la tha pham, anh da
phéi mang tdi danh nay ro6i.”

“Em c0 nghe.”

“Hi€u y anh mudn néi chwa?”

R6i, Taisuke 1am bam.

Thay d'6 xong, Koichi vd vai em trai, “Pung lo. Moi sy dang dién ra
thuén lgri. Anh s€ di nghe ngéng thém tinh hinh tr 6ng chd canh sat
Kashiwabara cho may.”

“Em khong lo. Chi ¢6 di€u, ching ta budc phai di dwong vong thé nay
sao? D&n gio’ ma con ban ra thi hoi ki, nhung...”

Koichi thé dai, ng'6i xudng chi€c giwvong bén canh, “Anh da ndi bi€t bao
nhiéu Tan r6i. Chi bdo ldo ta giong ngwoi dan 6ng mwei bon nam truede, va
hwong vi com bo bam giéng nhau, thi chwa di d€ canh sat vao cudc gidp
ching ta. Dl ¢6 vao, cling khong dam bdao tim ra bang chirng xac dinh



Masayuki la hung thd. Nhiéu kha nang ho chi diéu tra qua loa r'6i thong
bao khong phat hién dworc gi.”

“Canh sat dau phai 1 ng6c, ho sé tim ra it nhiéu chir nhi? Vi nhw chuyén
bd minh va Masayuki quen nhau & chd ghi d9...”

“Thi sao?” Koichi nghiéng dau nhin em minh. “May nghi thé¢"1a da d¢
bt 130 a?”

“Ca nhirng ngu'dn khac ntra, ho sé diéu tra sAu hon. Du gi canh sdt van 1a
chuyén gia trong linh vic nay. Bi€t dau ho phat hién ra bang chirng ma anh
hai khong tim dworc.”

“Né&u ho khong phat hién dworc gi thi sao? May dinh ng'di im, cin méng
tay nhin canh sat d&€ Masayuki thoat than chi vi thi¢u bang chirng 47

“Thi ldc &y trién khai vu cdng thirc nd'u an cling dworec ma?”

Koichi cau may, “May ché?ing hiéu gi cd. Ban dau diéu tra khong tim
thA’y, Vé sau bang chirng lai xua't hién ‘Am ‘4m, canh sit khong nghi ngd méi
la. T4t nhién, ngwoi ho nghi ngo’ chinh 1a chiing ta day.”

Khong phan bic dwoc, Taisuke viing vang cti dau. Koichi nhin em, néi
ti€p.

“Tw ldc quyét dinh nguy tao bang ching, tao da xdc dinh d&n phit cudi
ching ta m&i gdp canh sat. Nha't 1a vai dién clia may, my s& ra sin khiu
sau cting d& ‘nhan dién hung thd’. Liic nay Masayuki di bj bit, may phai
nhin va xac nhu 1do chinh la ngwei dan 6ng may nhin thd'y mwoi b6n nam
trede. Tw gior toi lic d6, may phai to ra khong biét gi vé Masayuki va tat
nhién, chwra tirng nghi ngo’ gi 130. Lic nay tuyét d6i khong dwoe d€ dam
Kashiwabara nhén thd’y bang chirng kha nghi c6 lién quan d&n chuing ta.”

Bi khi th& ctia Koichi 4p ddo, Taisuke chi biét cti gdm mit @ rii. Cau khé
gat dau, “Em biét r'oi. Khong phai em c6 ¥ ki€n gi v&i cach lam cua anh.
Em chi hoi lo khi d€ Shi budc vao con dwong nguy hi€m thoi.”

“Anh khéac gi may, nhung phai ddanh cwgc mot phen. Shi cling bao ct tin
& né ma.”

“Um... vang.”

“Pung nghi nhidu. Con mdt chiit nira thdi, c& ging 1én!” Koichi lai dit
tay 1én vai em, dong vi€én cu.



Ra khdi chung cw, Koichi d6i tau lién tuc d€ di dén ga Tokyo. Nim 18y
vong kéo, Koichi vira nhan nha nhin ddng quang cdo treo trong tau, vira
nh¢ lai cude néi chuyén voi Taisuke.

Ping 1a cach lam cda anh hoi vong veéo. M6t nguei hanh dong cam tinh
nhw Taisuke ta't nhién s€ cdm tha’y k& hoach nay [€ mé, cham chap.

Koichi h'6i twedng lai cai dém 1én vao tang hai Good Soft. Hai anh em
dao quanh d¢ tao vét tich trdm cip trong ctra hang. Tiép theo, ho 1én chigc
kei-car da ddnh cip d&€ d&n Yokosuka. Taisuke 1a ngwdi trom xe. Trude day,
ciu ting lam & xwdng stra chira 6 td, va thwrong tuyén bd” minh ¢6 the xody
mot chi€c xe cii trong vong nam phut.

Chi d&n khi mdi ngwdi mot thuyén ra khoi, ho mi biét thé nao 1a s
Binh thwong, séng & day twong doi ém diu, thé’ ma dém do lai cuc ki div
ddi. Chwa k& d€ tranh bj chd ¥, ca hai chi ddm bat dén pha nho xiu trén mi
bdo ho. N&u di mot minh, chic Koichi di bd cudc gilra chirng. May ¢6 hai
anh em, tro chuyén dong vién nhau cho bot s’ mdi ra téi novi.

Sau khi 14t ip mot thuyén, ho quay vio b bang thuyén con lai, di bo
dén gan ga Yokosuka Chuo, doii rang sdng thi bit thu vé Tokyo. Lén tau, cd
hai ngt say nhw chét.

Moi thir déu toét ra cam gidc di thing bang trén ddy, di dwoc dén lic nay,
chinh Koichi cling phai cong nhan ho da ti€n hanh ra't t6t. Anh khong
mudn Taisuke phai mao hi€m, d6ng thoi lai mudn ké hoach thanh cong
bang ba't cir gid nao.

Koichi nhéc t&i van @& nhan dién hung tht v&i Taisuke, 13 bit ngudn tr
suy nghi cd gdng d&€ d&n phiit cudi cic em mdi phai xua't hién tredc mit
canh s4t. Khi phién xi¥ ¢4n 1¢i khai va ho phai ra toa 1am chitng, chic s&
khé tranh cham tran Togami Yukinari. D6t nhién ngwoi ty xwng nha budn
da quy va cd géi c6 tén Takamine Saori lai xud't hién voi tw cach gia quyén
nan nhéan, nhat dinh anh ta s€ 1am am 7 Ién. N&u khong can than, hanh vi
lra ddo ba’y nay ctia ho s€ ¢6 nguy co bai 19.

Koichi ty nhu, du thé nao cling bao vé Taisuke va Shizuna.

Liic Koichi d&n quén ca phé, Kashiwabara va Hagimura dd ng'di cho sén
bén ban nhd. Nhin thd’y Koichi, hai ngwoi cing né nu cuoi.

“Xin 161 vi goi ldc chdu ban nhé.” Kashiwabara néi. “Chdu udng gi
khong?”



“Khong c¢an dau, chdu m&i udng ca phé xong. Chuyén gi thé chd?”

Hai diéu tra vién nhin nhau. Hagimura 1én ti€ng.

“La mdt nguwoi kinh doanh quan com Tay, b6” cdu ¢6 lién hé gi véoi dong
nghi€p trong nganh khong?”

“Y anh 14 nhitng ngudi kinh doanh ctra hang dn udng khac 4?”

“Y t6i 12 nhitng ngwdi kinh doanh quan com Tay gidng bd cau.”

“Quan com Tay... P€ em nh¢ xem.” Koichi vo’ nghiéng dau tram tuw.
“Em tirng nghe bd’ ché quan x4 nay no, chi khéng rd ho ¢6 quen biét gi
nhau khong.”

“Ché nhu theé nao?”

“Pai loai 1a ‘D& 6i ma ban gid trén troi’, hay ‘Chi dem cdi mé bén ngoai
ra che ddy cdi so’ sai bén trong’... Xin 16i, em khong nhé o 14m.

“B& cau ¢ nhic d&n quan nao tén 13 Togami-tei khdng?”

Tim Koichi ndy manh nh mudn nhdy ra khéi ['ong nguc. Cudi cung
canh sdt da biét d&€n sy tOn tai ciia Togami Masayuki! Du vay, Koichi van
td ra binh than, 1ic dAu.

“Togami-tei... Em chwa nghe bao gio.”

Hagimura khong khoéi tha't vong, d6ng thoi lai nghi cling phai théi. Ba
muoi bdn nam trdi qua, h'di &y Koichi md&i hoc ti€u hoc, bi€t r6 cac moi
quan hé xa hoi ctia bd mai la.

“Vay la cau nghe nhic d&n quan com Tay khdc thong qua nhitng 15 ché
bai... Néu nh¢ ra dia chi quan an, nguoi teng lam viéc & d6, hay ba't cir
di€u gi thi cho ching t6i bi€t. Chuyén ldt vdt co nao cling dworc.”

Koichi khoanh tay, ddm chiéu suy nghi, bt cho't nhin lai Hagimura véi
vé kho hi€u, “Chuyén nay lién quan gi t&i vu an? Hung thd 1a ngwoi trong
nghe a?”

Hagimura vdi xua tay phtl nhan, “Van chwa phai ldc d€ k&t ludn bat ci
diéu gi. C6 th€ ¢6 phwong dién lién quan d&€n ngwoi trong nghé thoi, cho
nén chiing t6i m&i hdi.”

“Cdc chd phat hién ra manh m&i méi r'6i sao?” Koichi nhin qua nhin lai
gitra Hagimura va Kashiwabara. “Cho chdu bi€t dwgrc khong?”



Qua 1a cau hoi khé voi nhirng ngwoi lam diéu tra. Hagimura rat mu6n
chia sé V€ ti€n dd cho gia quy&€n nan nhan, lai khong dam chac gia quyén
c6 di day di d6 ké€'1€ hay khong. Chang may truyén thong ti€p can san tin
thi ray ra, chwa k&€ con phai d€ phong tinh hudng gia quyén suy doan ké
tinh nghi va xtr s ma't ki€m soat.

“Néu vay...” Koichi néi ti€p. “HOm trudc, chi cho chdu xem mot chiéc
dong h'6 vang nhi? Bong h'6 c¢6 dong ch Chiic mirng Ariake mo civa lai.
Dong h'd dem lai manh md1 gi sao?”

Hagimura vin dang cAn nhic xem nén gidi thich th& nao, Kashiwabara da
lén ti€ng.

“Um. Chiing toi phét hién ra 14 chiéc d¢ong h'6 bj danh cip & mdt noi kia.
Van dé la tai sao né lai & d6. Trong ldc diéu tra nhirng nguwoi li€n quan,
ching t6i tim thd'y mot quan com Tay. Tuy nhién, van chwa xac dinh dwoc
st lién quan gitra quan com nay v&i dan mang. C6 khi chang lién quan gi.
Ching t6i m&i dang tO mo thdi, tam thoi van chwa phdi ldc gidi thich ngon
nganh v&i chau.”

Ng6i mot bén lam thinh gia, Hagimura thwc sy n€ phuc Kashiwabara vi
loi gidi thich qud khon khéo. Che gid'u ¢6t 16i ma van miéu ta dwgc qua
trinh di€u tra li€n quan dé€n d6ng ho.

Sau mot h'61 cau may tram ngam, Koichi diu nét mét, nhin Hagimura,
“Ban nay anh hoi em da nghe bd nhac dén cai tén Togami-tei bao gio chua.
Gio’ moi ngwoi dang diéu tra quén an nay a?”

Hagimura danh gat dau, “Nhw anh Kashiwabara vira n6i, chwa k&t luin
dugce, c6 khi ngwoi ta chang lién quan gi. Cu dwng suy dién linh tinh. C
tin & chiing t6i va cho pha an tho6i.”

Koichi lién cwoi gwong, “Em khong dinh ¢cdm dén chay trwedc 6 t6 dau.
Em chi nghi, n€u bi€t muc dich cau hdi, em s€ suy nghi nghiém tic hon
chang.”

“Vay a?” Hagimura dap.

“Um... Liic ndy ndéi t&i dau roi nhi... A phai, d&n doan bd” em nhan xét
vEé cdc quan com T4y khac.” Koichi chdng cam, bam mdi, xem chirng dang
c0 luc lai ki trc thoi tho du.

“Vinhw dac treng cia quan, bd cau c6 ndi gi khong?” Hagimura hoi.



“bac treng dy a?”
“Kinh doanh dich vu nao d6 khac la ché)ing han.”

Koichi bat cwoii d&n rung ca vai, “Qudan com thi kinh doanh dich vu gi
khéc la duegce?”

“Th& md1i néi la vi du.”

“Nhic t&i dich vu thi...” Koichi 147y lai vé nghiém tiic. “Hinh nhw c6 T4n
bd nhic t&i mot quan nhan giao &6 in.”

“Giao d6 dn?”

“Nha em khong giao, vi khong dd nhéan lyc. Nghe néi, bd em tieng goi
d'6 #n giao tn noi & mot chd dng hay lui t&i. B& bao com bd bdm ctia ho
dé té. B& phan nan ghé 14m.”

Nghe dén day, Hagimura tham nhd khong phai Togami-tei réi. Com bo
bam cta Togami-tei ra’t noi ti€ng. Hon ntra kinh doanh phat dat, ranh rang
dau ma giao d'0 an.

“B& chéu hay lui t&i chd nao?” Kashiwabara hoi.

“Sao a?”

“Chdu vtra néi & mot chd 6ng hay lui t&i. Ban ron quan x4 nén dé gi ra
ngoai dwgrc nhi?”

“Vang, nhwng Chu nhat nghi ban ma a.” N6i dén day, nhw nhén ra diéu
g1, Koichi khé hd miéng.

“Sao th€?” Hagimura héi.

Koichi nin th&, cin mdi ngip nglrng.

Hagimura hoi don “C6 chuyén gi a?”

Koichi m&i ngang d4u 1én, “Chd choi dua ngya... Em nghi bd' di cd
curoc.”

“A...ghidoa.”

Koichi gat dau, “Em von khong bi€t dd'y 1a noi [am an ba't chinh. Em chi
nghi bd nhic d&n chuyén giao d'6 #n 1a sau liic di choi dua ngya vé.”

Hagimura gat gii. N&u la ghi do, anh khong quan tim. Tt bon ndm trwdc
ho da lam r6 bang ghi d khong lién quan dén vu Ariake. Nhung khi nhin
qua Kashiwabara, Hagimura khyng lai. Anh mdt 6ng do61 vao anh qua
nghi€m tuc, nhue mudn truy€n dat thong di€p gi.



“Sao anh?” Hagimura hoi.

“Khoéng sao. Koichi dang ban, hdm nay chiing ta dirng & day thoi. Ctir d€
Koichi thong tha suy nghi vé quan com Tay di.”

y y

“A... Em hi€u.” Hagimura doan dwoc suy nghi cua Kashiwabara. Ong da
phat hién ra di€m quan trong, nhirng khdng mudn néi triedre mat Koichi.

“HOm nay da r'oi. Cam on cdu nhé.” Hagimura né6i v&i Koichi.

“Pu roi a?” Koichi kha ling ting vi cAu chuyén ty dung ngit ngang.

“Co gi chiing t6i s€ lién lac lai. HOm nay t&i day thoéi, cam on cdu.”

Koichi gat dau, dap vang va dirng Ién.

“Pa lién lac v&i em trai chwa?” Kashiwabara hoi. “Hinh nhw ciu ta tén
Taisuke nhi? Chau c¢6 bao ma’y dira khong hé lién lac v&i nhau. Ca dia chi
sO dién thoai ciing khong biet luén a?”

To ra ton thwong nhw bi choc vao ndi dau, Koichi gii tai, “N&u mudn thi
khong phai khong ¢6 cach...”

“Nho’ chdu lién lac véi em nhé? C6 th€ sé céan ciu ta hop tac diéu tra

a’y.’7

“Pa mudi bdn nim troi qua, chic né quén mit hung thi roéi.”

“Nho chdu xac nhan viéc &y ludn.”

Koichi ché'p mét, thodng té ra bdi rdi, cudi ciing chi ddp, “Vang. Chdu
s€ goi thir xem. Chac n6 chwa doi s6” dién thoai dau.”

“Um, lién lac di, nhw th& ciing t6t cho miYy dira.”

Koichi nghiéng dau nghi ngoi mot chut, r'oi néi xin phép va ra khoi
quén.

“Sao cdu ta khong gap em trai nhi?” Cho Koichi di khudt, Hagimura to
mo héi.

“Nghe dau sau khi ciu em roi ¢d nhi vién, hai anh em ting sdng cuing
nhau. R'6i cau em khong chiu 1am dn nghi€ém chinh nén cdu anh noi dién,
din d&n xich mich. Cu th€ thi t6i khong 1o 1dm.”

“Co6 em géi thi sao?”

“Von di trong ho khau da khong phai em rudt r'oi, nén cau ta khong rod
tinh hinh ¢6 em sau khi roi ¢O nhi vién.”

‘GVﬁy é?’?



Hinh 4nh 4'u tho’ ctia ba anh em bdng hién vé trong tAm tri Hagimura. Co
bé ngo ngac chwa hi€u chuyén gi xay ra, cau con thir s6c ning nén khong
néi dwoe, cau con 16m ¢d kim nwrde mét vi khong mudn cdc em thd'y minh
y&u dudi... Cr nghi d€n mat mat to 1o'n cia ba anh em, Hagimura lai noi
1&€n quy€t tdm khong d€ vu dn chim vao quén lang, khong d€ vu an két thic
vi mot 1y do ngd ngan nhw hét thoi hiéu.

“Gdéc lai chuyén d6 di, vira r'oi cau c6 nghi ra gi khong?” Kashiwabara
héi.

“Vu ghi d6 a? Khong h€... Anh phat hién ra diéu gi a?”

“Bang ghi d0 l1am an & Sakuragicho, khong phai sao?”

“Sakuragicho... Em khong nh¢& tén, hinh nhw 1a quan nhau nhi?
Sakuragicho... gan ctra hang bang dia ludn.”

“Xdac minh thir xem.” Kashiwabara dirng bat day.

Taisuke dé€n nha Shizuna ding lic cd dang ding tredc gwong va wém thir
bé ddm mau xanh ddm I1én nguoi.

“Lam gi day?”

“Em dang lya @6 d€ midc hom dén nha Togami. Anh thy déng b vest
hay vdy thi 6n hon?”

“Cai nao chaamg on. Chot ngay roi a?”

“Em dang doi anh &y lién lac lai. Nhanh ciing phai cudi tuan sau.”

Taisuke thay 1an can khi nghe Shizuna goi Yukinari la anh 4y, ma cling
khong ro 18n can ¢ dau.

“Anh hai nhin em c& géng nhanh 1én. Liic ndy Kashiwabara goi, va anh
hai dang di gdp 6ng ta. Anh hai dodn 12 canh sit d&€ mét d&n Togami-tei r'oi
day.”

“Vay phai nhanh 1én th6i.” Shizuna quang bd dam dang cam Ién giwong,
so sdnh v&i bd vest da trai sin & da’y. Cudi cling, c6 ngdi bét xudng san.
“Pé&n nha Togami, hoan thanh vu cong thirc nd'u an la vai trd cia em cham
dat nhi?”



“Chinh xac. Anh hai bao, sau d6 ctr giao cho canh sat. Moi chuyén sé&
ti€n tri€n ding k& hoach thoi. Anh hai qua dinh!”

Shizuna khéng ddp ma cit nhin chim chim hai bd trang phuc trén
givong. Cudi cung, ¢6 thé dai, nhin vai, “Em ctt nhw con ngdc ay. Suy
cho cung, chi gdp [4n nay nwra thoi, roi con nho Takamine Saori s€ boc hori.
ba viy, mic céi gi chang dwgc, nhi? Pau can tha thinh Yukinari nira.”

“Chi lo @n mac phan cam qua c6 khi bi tdng cd ra ngoai, chir trang phuc
binh thwong thi ¢6 sao dau.”

“That.” Shizuna thu don quén 4o trén giwvong dem di ca't.

“Nhan tién, tao mang tai liéu dén day.” Taisuke dit tii gid'y vAn ¢Am trén
tay xudng.

“Tai liéu gi1?”

“Veé Canada, va nhing van dé lién quan d€n du hoc. Takamine Saori s€
di du hoc Canada con gi? Khong tim hi€u ki d& toang 1dm.” N6i doan,
Taisuke n& nu cwoi nham hi€m.

“Hwm... Khong sao dau.”

“Cait gi ma khong sao?”

“La khong can 8y. Cr yén tam, s€ ing phé dwore thoi.”

“An néi kicu gi dd’y ha? Nguoi ta da ci't cong mang déh tan noi cho lai
con... Hon ntra, nha ho sé héi han tinh hinh du hoc. Tra 1o linh tinh hay
no6i nang so’ hé 1a bi nghi ngo’ ngay. Khong dwoc giy nghi ngor, k& hoach
ma&i thanh cong.”

“Biét roi!” Shizuna dap gon. “Pa bao sé rng phé dwore ma! Chi gap
Yukinari mot Tan nay thdi, mai sau khdng gap lai nira, so’ hé sao dwoc.”

Thai d6 hung dir ctia c6 khi€n Taisuke lang ngwoi. Ngay 1ap tiec, Shizuna
ha giong 1am bam.

“Xin 10i. Dén phiit cudi ciing khong dwoc chi quan, ding khong? Xin 16i
anh. Em s€ tim hi€u dang hoang, anh ctr d€ d6 di. Vi lai, chdt dwoc ngay
dé€n nha Togami em s€ bao ngay.”

Taisuke chi “U” mdt ti€ng roi xoay ngwdi di ra cira. Cau vé dén cin hod
& Monzennakacho thi da thd’y Koichi & nha. Anh nhin Taisuke va gio’ tay ra
dau OK.



“Hoan hao! Canh st nhdm vao Togami-tei roi.” Giong anh phan khdi.
“Mac du Masayuki chwa bi coi 1a nghi pham ngay, nhwng véi ngén &Yy tw
liéu, chic chdn ho phai nghiém tdc diéu tra. N&u moi su thuin loi, hi vong
ho s& tim thd’y bang chirng ma chiing ta khong tim dworc.”

“Thé  thi tot!”

Thai d6 khong ma’y hao hirng cuia Taisuke khién Koichi hoi bat man,
“Lai gi nra? May van con y kién vé cdch 1am cta anh a?”

“Khong phai. Ban ndy em d&n chd Shi nhén v&i n6 12 k& hoach ciia anh
ti€n tri€n tot, giuc né day nhanh vu cdng thirc nd'u an.”

“R01 sao? Shi n61 gi?”

Taisuke lic dau, “Chzaing noi gi ca. Chi bao no s€ lam tdt nhiém vu, ding
lo.”

“Chtt mac mé gi mit may fu xiu vay? Truc tric & dau a?”
Taisuke b6 r6i. Cdu khong biét c6 nén k€ v&i Koichi diéu ciu vira nhan
ra hay khong, chi bi€t minh khong thé ty giai quy€t on thoa.

“Nay!” Koichi bit dau ndi cdu.

“Con nhd Shi...” Taisuke nhin vao mét anh trai. “N¢ phai long nguwoi ta
roi.”

“Ha?” Koichi cau may. “May néi gi co’?”

“N6 phai long Togami Yukinari réi. Khong phai déng kich, né thich
nguwoi ta that roi.”



Trudc khi Koichi vao dé, mit Shizuna di cirng dor. Chéic 1a do c6 linh cdm
tw khi bi anh trai goi sang.

Khong quanh co rao don, Koichi hoi thzamg di€u mudn bi€t. Shizuna mé
to mét nhwr th€ bj ddm vao chd hiém. Koichi khong bd qua mot biéu cam
nao cua cd, ngo’ ngang cd, ludng cudng cé... Tuy nhién Shizuna da mau
chéng khda 14 bang diéu curdi ngac nhién.

“Anh n6i gi co'? Em khong hi€u. Céac anh dang dua a?”

Shizuna ngdi trén giwong, nhin qua nhin lai gitra hai anh. Taisuke
khoanh tay dirng dwa vao twong.

“Anh dang hdi em ddYy, Shi. Tra loi thanh that di.” Koichi néi.

Shizuna thd manh ra, “La%y dau ra! Anh Tai néi gi v&i anh a?” C6 ngé
Taisuke lom lom. Thd’y cdu im lang, tin 1a minh doan dung, c6 lién dwoc da
nhédn nhé 1én 4n. “Ping 12 ban ndy em hoi bye, nhwng em d3 xin 161 i,
vdy ma anh lai di ndi linh tinh v&i anh Ko, anh khéng thdy minh nhd mon
ar’

“May twdong tao ty 4i nén di k€ véi anh hai?”

“Khong phai chic?”

Taisuke ldc d4u, “Tao k&, chi vi tao nghi ¢an phai cho anh hai biét.”

“Réng em thyre sy phai 1ong Yukinari? Khiing vira thoi!” Shizuna ngoanh
mat sang mot bén.

Koichi nhin ¢, tw tdn ca't ti€ng, “Shi, cdm xdc cda em ra't quan trong
d61 v&i bon anh. Viéc ching ta dang l1am khong phai tro tré con. Di sai mét
budc, nguwdi bi bit tir Masayuki s& bién thanh chiing ta. Vu cdng thitc ndu
an giao cho em lai 1a di€m cdt y&u cua k& hoach nay, Takamine Saori déng
vai tro cyc ki thi€t y€u. N6i cach khac, moi viéc déu phuy thudc vao em.



N&u em ¢6 tinh cam v&i Yukinari thi gay go ddy. Du sao di nira, em ctr n6i
that.”

Shizuna 1c 1ic dau, nhin Koichi, nét mit c6 dju di, “Khong doi nao! Hén
la con trai cta ké da gi€t b& me ching ta. Lam sao em thich dwoc? Khong
cO chuyén do!”

Koichi nhin cd, “Ké& hoach ma sudn sé, Masayuki sé bi bit, viéc kinh
doanh clia Togami-tei khong tranh khoi lao dao, c¢6 khi con sip ca chudi.
Ton tha't chia Yukinari 1a ta't yéu. Quan mdi khong th€ khai treong, ban
than lai roi vao canh co voi riit ¢d, tron tranh 4nh mit ngudi doi. D hin
khong l1am gi sai, k€t cuc van ra't bi dat. Nhw thé ciing khong sao chir?”

“Co6 sao dau! Con cua ké gi€t ngwoi thi chiu thoi.”

“Em khong dau long a?”

Shizuna trom mét vi cAu hdi cia Koichi, “Sao em phai dau long? Em
mudn tra thi co' ma. Yukinari 1on 1én nho' tién Masayuki ki€m dwoc, con di
hoc dai hoc nitra. Hin gip qua bdo 14 diéu ta't nhién.

Giong c6 mdi liic mot gay gét, 1am Koichi phai gio' tay ngin lai.

“Be bé cdi mom. Hang xém nghe thdy bay gio!”

“Tai cdc anh néi niing linh tinh cht bo...” Shizuna cdn moi.

Koichi 14c Iw than minh trén gh&, mét van nhin c¢6 chim chdm. Cudi
cling, anh dirng lai va thé hét ra.

“Anh hiéu r'oi. Bon anh tin em. Du 12 chuyén nho nhit di nira, anh van
mudn chiing ta thing thén v&i nhau, nén méi hdi vay thoi.”

“Khung ghé, te dwng nghi ngo’ em.” Shizuna cii dau 1am bam.

“Khong phai nghi ngor, chi hdi cho chic thoi. Chuyén nay két thiic tai
day nhé. Xin 10i vi goi em d&n gdp nhw vay.”

“Xong roia?”

“Xong roi. Phia Yukinari, moi viéc trong cdy vao em day.”

“Um.” Shizuna gat dau, dirng 1én khoi giwong.

Shizuna vé r'6i, Taisuke 1i€n nhin Koichi v&i vé nghi hodc, “Anh tin 1o
né a?” Tha'y Koichi ldng thinh, cdu byc bodi gai dau, “Anh phai tin vao mét
nhin ngwoi ctia em. Em hi€u 6 né nha't ma. Anh biét ddy, thoi gian em &



cung n6 nhi€u hon anh, em da xem né déng kich bao nhiéu I'an r'6i nén mai
néi. Em khong nham dau, anh phai tin em!”

Koichi chong tay 1én thanh gh€’, do’ 18y m4, u€ odi dap, “C6 ai néi khdng
tin may dau.”

“E? Nhung...”

“Anh ciing hi€u né ma. May néi ding. Pay la Ian du tién n6 phan rng
dwr d6i nhw the” vi dan 6ng.”

“Anh hai...”

“Gio khong doi hwdng dwoc nira, cang roi day.” Koichi théi do ma, dwa
tay 1én bung tran.

Yukinari vira diet 1o, Kimiko 1ién khé chiju ra mét. Nhin me cau c¢6,
Yukinari tham than, bi€t ngay ma.

“Con noi roi, co ay da giup con ra't nhiéu. Cho xem nha minh mot chut
thi ¢4 sao.”

“Thi khong sao, chi tro trén thoi.”

“Tro’ trén dau me? Binh thwong ma.”

“T¢i nha, minh lai phai thét dai...”

Yukinari 1c dau b6 tay, “Co6 4y néi khong can ban tim dén tiép. Co Ay
chi xem mot vong roéi vé ngay.”

“Cling phai moi tach tra chi!”

“Con ty mang tra ra dwgrc. Con ¢6 nho me dau.”

Yukinari ding & ctra nha bép, nhin me dang rira chén va néi voi giong
diéu hoi gay gat.

“Chuyén gi ma am 1 thé?” Cira phong khach mé ra, Masayuki budc vao
sau khi thay @6 xong.

Kimiko di ra khoi bép, “Yukinari bdo s& din con géi vé nha.”

“Ha?” Masayuki ngac nhién, “Con gdi nha ai?”

“Khong phai ai xa la. B& bi€t ¢6 &y ma. Co6 Takamine Saori daYy.”



“Co bé dén lam gi?”

Yukinari k€ cho b6 nghe Takamine Saori dinh di du hoc, nén mudn tham
khao nha ¢ mang 167 ki€n tric giao thoa Tay Nhat.

“C6 the théi maam 1 cd 1én?” Masayuki néi.

“Con cling nghi the’, nhwng me khong dong y.”

“Khong phai me khong dong y.”

Yukinari toan héi “Chir y me 1a sao?” thi dién thoai d6 chudng. Kimiko
nghe may.

Yukinari thé dai, ng'di xu6ng sofa phong khach.

“Trwdc ddy con di nhic d&n mot chuyén la lung nhi? Rang Saori tirng in
com bo bam ¢4 hwong vi gidng ctia nha minh.” Masayuki héi.

Khong ngo bd' lai tw dé€ cidp dén chuyén nay, Yukinari ngo’ ngac dap,
“Ping vay. Co &y khong nh¢ tén quan dn, chi nhé chit quan mang ho
Yazaki. B6" ¢6 chut &n twgng nao khong?”

“Yazaki... Chwa hé nghe n6i.” Masayuki nghiéng dau suy nghi, trong
khong cé vé gi la gia vo.

DPung liic nay Kimiko quay lai v&i vé mit hét stirc nghiém trong, tay van
cam 6ng nghe.

“Canh sat mudn néi chuyén véi anh.” Ba nhin Masayuki.

Masayuki thoang 16 vé cang theamg. Yukinari cling nin th¢, chgng 1€ c6 sw
cd & chi nhanh nao?

“Canh sat & dau?”

“Tinh Kanagawa.”

“Kanagawa?” Masayuki nghi hodc don 12y 6ng nghe.

Yukinari ng'6i bén canh, déi theo cudc dién dam ctia bd” minh. Hinh nhw
bén kia néi s€ ghé qua ngay bay gio, vi 1€ gi thi ho chwa cho biét.

Sau khi ddp t6i s€ chor, Masayuki ciip mdy, nhin con trai, “La sao day
nhi?”

“Quan chinh truc trac gi chang?” Yukinari doan.
“Thé& thi ngwoi & quan phai bdo cho minh trede chir.”

Yukinari nghi cling phai, nén im lang.



Khoang ba mwoi phiit sau, chudng ctra vang 1€n. Hai vi€n canh sat theo
Kimiko vao phong khdch. Mot ngudi gan bdn muwori, than hinh rén rdi, va
mot ngudi hon nim muwoti, than hinh khd gy, doi mét sic bén. Nguwdi 16m
tudi hon ty xwng Kashiwabara, thuoc Phong Céanh sat Yokosuka. Nguwoi tré
tudi hon 1a Hagimura thi phai, tay cam tdi gid'y.

“Me con tdi & lai cuing b6" ¢6 dwgrc khdng a?” Yukinari hoi.

“Tat nhién la dwoc. Tién th€, cd viéc ¢in xac nhin voi ca nha ludn.”
Kashiwabara mim cuwoi.

Yukinari ng'di canh Masayuki, d6i di€n hai canh sat. Kimiko di pha tra.

“Trwde tién, ¢6 vai thir #€ nghi moi nguoi xem qua.” Kashiwabara mé
loi.

Hagimura luc tdi gidy 18y mdt hdp vudng dung trong tdi nhya, d€'1€n
ban. Hop cii ki, han gi loang 10.

“Pay la cdi gi?” Masayuki redn ngwoi toi.

“Cac vi ¢6 nhan ra vat nay khong?”

Masayuki cau may suy nghi.

Kashiwabara nhin sang Yukinari.

“Con cau? Cau da tung tha'y né & dau chuwa?”

Poan 6ng goi vong vao nha b&p. “Mai chi xem qua luén ho.”

Yukinari chdam chu nhin cdi hdp trong tui nhya, “Gidng hdp keo qua
nhi?”

“ff, n6 la san pham ctia gan hai mwoi nam tredee, gio khong ban nira.”

Kimiko mang tra ra, vira dat tra xudng tred’c mét tirng ngwoi vira nhin
cai hop trén ban, “Cai nay lam sao a?”

Kashiwabara khong tra 1oi ba, ma nhin Masayuki, “Trwdc day, gia dinh
minh sdng & Sakuragicho ding khong?”

“Véang, hon muroi nam tredre.” Masayuki dap.

“Sau khi chuyén dén day, gia dinh minh cé vé lai nha cti khong? C6 vao
trong khong?”

“Khong, t6i chi di ngang qua chir khong vao.”

Kashiwabara nhin sang Yukinari.



Anh dap, “T6i cling th&,” tuyét nhién khong hieu muc dich ciia dam canh
sat la gi.

“Hirm. That ra, hop keo niy nim trong ngdi nha dé.”

Yukinari vin khong hi€u. Masayuki ciing th&’, 6ng thic méc nhin lai canh
sat.

“Ng6i nha d6 gior 1a ctra hang bang dia.” Kashiwabara néi. “Gan day,
trom dot nhap ctra hang, cudm chié&c hop di. Ki la 13, hang bang dia lai bao
chwa tirng nhin thd’y né. Sau khi diéu tra, ching toi phat hién ra né dwgc
ca't trén ndc td Am twong. Vi mudn hdi tham ngwoi cw ngu cii xem thé nao,
nén ching t6i dén day.”

“Noc ta? Chd nao a?” Masayuki hdi.

“T0 Am twong tAng hai. Ngay canh chd van tran nhic 1én dwoc ay.”

Masayuki lc d‘ﬁli , “Khong c6 chit &n twong nao. Toi chua tirng mé tran
ti... Con gidu a?” Ong hoi Yukinari.

“Con khong bi€t gi ca.”

Masayuki gt dau, “Chéc c6 nham 14n. Khong lién quan dén gia dinh
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toi.

“Vay gia dinh xem gitip m&Yy thir trong hop nhé.”

Kashiwabara dirt 1oi, Hagimura lai luc tdi gidy 18y @6. L'an nay ciing
dung trong tdi nhya, nhwng khdng chi mot cdi. Vi, son, hp phan trang
di€m, dong h'6. Tat ca déu ra't ci ki.

Nguwoi dwa tay ra dau tién la Kimiko. Ba ¢am tui chira thdi son va hdp
phan 1én, nhin that ki r'di trd ching lai trén ban, 1ic d4u, “Khdng phai cta
toi. Toi chwa dung loai nay bao gio.”

“Viva dong h'6 thi sao?” Kashiwabara nhin qua nhin lai gitra Masayuki
va Yukinari.

Yukinari dang 1am ‘tA)é’m khong biét, Masayuki bong viron tay ra 18y tii
nhya dyng dong h'd. Ong nhin n6 chong choc, bd dang dam chiéu.

“Anh nhin ra n6?” Mit hai canh sit sdng ryc 1én.

“A khong...” Masayuki l&c d4u, tra tdi nha lai ban. “Chuwa ting trong
thay.”



“Chiéc dong h'6 ra't y nghia.” Kashiwabara ndi. “Qua ctia ma’y nguoi
ban chi cdt ting cho 6ng chi mot quan an nhan dip m¢é ctra lai sau thoi
gian tu stra. D6 1a quan com Tay, t€n Ariake. Anh bi€t quan nay khong?”

Yukinari giat thét vi cum t qudn com Tay, anh quay sang nhin bg".

Tuy nhién, Masayuki vin gitt vé mit lanh tanh. Ong chép chép mét roi
nhe nhang dép, “Khong, t61 khong bi€t.”

Tw ddu dén gio’, Hagimura tap trung quan sat bi€u hién ctia Masayuki ma
khong nhan thdy ba't ki thay doi rd rang nao, tham chi 6ng ta khong hé xao
dong khi cdi té€n Ariake vang 1én. Kinh nghi€m mach bao Hagimura, con
ngwoi dat d&€n dd tudi nha't dinh, dic biét 1a & dia vi hon ngwoi nhwe Togami
Masayuki thi khong d€ gi bdc 16 cam xtc, ngay cd khi bi s6c. Anh chi thay
kh6 hi¢u & chd Masayuki khong may may phan trng tredc cum twr gudn
com Tdy. Cau con trai td ra gidt minh, nhw vdy mdi ty nhién.

Ngoai ra, Hagimura con chu y dé€n viéc Masayuki nhét 18y chi€c dong
h'd va sam soi ra't ki. T4t nhién, pham la dan 6ng ding tudi, gap ca ddng 46
vat nhu the” thwdng s& d€ mét d&n dong h'd dau tién, vi du dién hinh 13 6ng
chit Good Soft. Gidng nhw ba vor Masayuki & ddy chd y ngay toi hdp phan
trang di€m va thoi son vay.

“H6i quan an Togami-tei dau tién con & Sakuragicho, gan day c6 mot
quan nhau tén Sunrise. Anh nho chir?” Kashiwabara héi. Trwdc khi dé€n
day, hai ngudi da thong nha't véi nhau rang hdm nay dng sé dan dit cau
chuyén.

“Sunrise a? D& nghi xem... Tdi nhé loanh quanh ¢é vai quan, nhwng tén
thi...” Masayuki ddp, vé mat khong thay doi.

“Nghe n6i nha minh trng nhén giao @6 an tan noi?”

Masayuki gat dau, “Vang. Mot thdi gian ngén.”

“Sunrise 1a mot trong cic dia di€m anh twng giao d6 an. Khach thoi do
k& nhw th&". Ho néi, hé déi bung 12 lai goi d6 & Togami-tei. Giao d'6 in cho
quén nhau cling it th&y, nén t61 nghi anh s€ con 4n twong.”

Masayuki khoanh tay, cdi dau trdm ngam. Kimiko bong xen vao. “Cé
quan nay that!” Ba nhin sang chong. “Toan goi @0 vao gio tao lao khong. 2
gior saing Chl nhat chang han. Goi nhi€u nén ciing chdp nhan dwgc, lung
tung d mén, em nhé h'6i d6 chiing ta mét v&i ho 18m.”



Té ra dong ¥ voi nhieng gi vor ndi, Masayuki gat dau, “T6i cling vira nho
ra.”

“T6i nh¢ trong tén quan ¢6 chir Sun. Vi T4n nao t6i ciing 1a ngwoi nhan
dién.”

Co vé diing roi, Hagimura li€c sang Kashiwabara.

“Anh ¢6 nhé khéach quan nhau khong?” Kashiwabara bit dAu cha't van.

“Khach quan nhau? Um... Cha...” Masayuki cwoi khd. “Chiing t6i chi
giao d'0 an t¢i ctra quan nén khong biét khach nao & trong ca.”

“Trong s& khach quan nhiu, cé ngwoi cling kinh doanh quan com Tay.
Tén quén la Ariake.”

Yukinari khé “A” 1én, dwa mit nhin chiéc ¢6ng h'6 trong tdi nhya, “Cha
chi€c dong h'6?”

“Piing. Ho ctia 6ng ta ciing la Ariake. C6 khi nao anh quen bi€t 6ng ta
khong.”

Masayuki 1ic dau, “T6i khong nhé. Toi néi roi, téi khong ti&p xic tric
ti€p voi khach quan nhiu. Gio tdi mdi bi€t trong dé c6 ngwoi cing nghé.
Ca chié€c dong h'd, toi ciing chwa tirng nhin thay.”

“Anh da dirt khodt dén thé  thi ding 1a khong biét r'oi.” Kashiwabara tw
ton nodi, tam thoi khéng con gi d€ hdi thém.

“Xin 101, vu gi diy a?” Yukinari thic mic. “Hinh nhw kha xwa cii, muc
dich la gi?”

Hagimura im lang. Kashiwabara mim cuoi.

“Piing nhw cu néi. Chiing t6i dang diéu tra modt vu an xdy ra lau r'oi,
dén gio’ van chwra ¢6 101 gidi, d'0 vat trong hop keo nay ¢ the 1a manh moi
quan trong, ching t6i mudn tim xem ai da gidu nd Ién ndc ta.”

“Vu gi vay a?” Yukinari hoi.

“Chung t6i khong th€ tié€t 16. Nhung néu moi nguwoi chia sé dwge chit dn
trong nao vé nhirng mén d'6 nay thi lai khic.”

Yukinari to ra ba't man, nhin sang bd'.

“Nha chiing t61 khong lién quan.” Masayuki di€ém tinh néi. “T61 khong
biét tai sao nhirng thir nay lai & trén ndc ta trong ngdi nha kia, it nha't thi,



khong phai do chiing t6i d&'1én.” Cau trd 1¥i rd rang, 4nh mit khong né
tranh.

Kashiwabara dap, “Chidng t6i hi€u roi. Xin 18i vi da qud’y ray gia dinh
ldc dém hom. HE nhé ra ba't ci diéu gi, xin bdo cho ching to1 bi€t. Day la
danh thi€p cua t6i, goi d€n co’ quan cling dwo'e, ma goi thang vao mdy toi
ciing dwgrc.” Noi doan, 6ng dat danh thi€p 1én ban.

Ra khéi nha Togami, Hagimura vura di vira hdi, “Anh thdy sao?”

“Chwa da co s d€ khaalng dinh.” Kashiwabara cau mit. “Ong ta ¢Am
dong h'6 Ién dau ti€n, dung khong?”

“Ping. Nén em thd’y dang ngo.”

“Trai lai ch”

“La sao?”

“T6i nghi, n€u ¢6 &n tweng thi s€ khong veeon tay ra véi 18y nd nhw thé
dau. Gia st 6ng ta 1a hung thd vu Ariake, va chi€c dong h'd bi cudp di
trong dém an mang, thi hién tai 6ng ta phai do dw khi cham vao né chx?”

“Anh nghi Masayuki v t017”

“T6i khong chic. Vi Ariake Yukihiro xua't hién & dia di€m 6ng ta giao 0
an, to1 khong nghi day la trung hop.”

“Em cling nghi th&".”

Khi Koichi k& ring c6 quan com Tay giao d'6 dn t&i chd ghi do,
Hagimura va Kashiwabara da doan ngay la Togami-tei. Ho tim d€n mot s&
ngurdi ting lui tdi Sunrise. Ai ciing td ra khé chiu, chic vi déu khong mudn
nh¢ lai thoi &y, nhwng khong khé d€ hdi ra quan com Tay ho ting goi d6
an. Tri vai ngwoi néi da quén hodc khéng hé biét tén, s6” con lai déu c6
chung ciu tra loi: Togami-tei. Tuy nhién, ki (rc ctia ho chi d€n ngwong a'y.
Khong mét ai nhé hinh dang nguoi giao @6 dn, dueng néi dén viéc ti€p xic
gitra ngwoi ta va Ariake Yukihiro.

Toém lai, sau khi xac dinh ¢6 md&i lién hé giwra Yukihiro va Masayuki, hai
diéu tra vién bit tay vio tim hiéu, cho nén ti nay, ho d&n nha Togami.

“Chi hiém, tdi tha’y la 1dm.” Kashiwabara noi.



“La chd nao?”

“Tai sao lai gidu hop keo Ién ndc ta? Néu s’ nd gdy hau hoan thi ném
quéch di la xong. N&u ¢6 ly do phai gitr lai, tai sao ctt d€ mai ¢ da’y?”

“C6 1€ cling dinh mot lic nao da’y sé x& 1y, vé sau quén mat? Nghe ngd
ngan qua nhi?”

“Piing, ngé ngan 1dm. Nhin Masayuki tdi m&i nghi dén diém &y. Trong
Ong ta khong gidng loai ngwoi hanh dong bat can dau.”

Hagimura im 1dng. Cam nhén cta anh giéng v&i Kashiwabara, nén
khong cé 1oi nao d€ phéan bac.

“Oi, gio’ bdo cdo 1én trén thé nao mdi dau dau diy nay.” Kashiwabara gai
gai mai toc hoa ram.

Ho hen giip & mdt quan ca phé nim céch duwong Aoyama khong xa. Noi
tha't phan 1o 1 g6, mang lai cdm gidc A'm dp di 4nh sdng ¢4 4dm dam.
Shizuna m&i d€n day Tan dau, nhung cd nghi Yukinari s€ thich bau khong
khi nay. C4c ban sip x&p so le d& khach khdi bdi rdi vi phdi nhin thang vao
nhau. C6 nh¢ lai 1o Yukinari k€' vé Togami-tei & Sakuragicho, rang trong
quan c6 nhi€u cdt nén khich thd’y tw nhi€n hon. Shizuna tin rang, tam ly
lu6n dat minh vao vi tri ngwoi khac ctia Yukinari 1a xua't phat tir ban tinh
anh chr khong phai ¢6"y rén luyén ma ra.

That kh4c thwong, hdm nay Yukinari d&n tré gan muwoi phit so vai gior
hen. Anh chay lai v&i vé mit dy ndy, “Xin 10i, t0i dang tim hi€u mot
chuyén, khong ngo lai mat thoi gian dén the.”

“Khong sao a. Anh dwng dy ndy. Ma anh tim hi€u vé cdc mén dn a?”

“Khoéng phai mén an, ma la...”

DPiing lic nay, phuc vu ti€n dén nén Yukinari nging k& d€ goi ca phé da.
Mot 1at niva ho sé dén Togami-tei & Azabu Juban. Cudi cling com bo bam
ma&i da dap rng dwore ti€u chuan cua Yukinari nén anh mu6n Shizuna dn
thtr.

“A, cd néi 1a tieng sdng & Yokosuka nhi?”



Cau hdi lam tim Shizuna dip thinh thich, ¢6 mim cwoi ma long tham
canh giéc.

“Tdi c6 nbi vay u?”

“C0 k& vE ban c0 cho t6i nghe con gi. Yazaki Shizuna, con gai 6ng chu
quan com Tay &y. Quan nha c6 4y & Yokosuka ding khong? Thanh ra toi
nghi b’y gio’ ¢o cling sdng & Yokosuka.”

Nghe Yukinari goi tén minh, Shizuna thdy tim ddp manh hon, nhung cam
giac nay khong he€ kho chiu.

“Vi cOng viéc ctia bd’, nén lic nhod t6i trng & Yokosuka.”

“Vay w? T6i sinh ra va lon 1én & Yokohama, chwra d€n Yokosuka bao
gio’. Ma chuyén d6 sao cling dwoe, van dé 1a... cd thee sw khdong nhé tén
quan com Tay nha ban c6 a?”

Cau hoéi lam Shizuna cang thaamg. Tai sao Yukinari lai mu6n dao sau vy
tén tudi? Cd tw nhic nhé phai than trong, “Xin 16i anh. Chuyén lau qué rdi,
nén... Ma quan an do6 thi sao?”

“Khong c6 gi. That ra, tdi bdo dang tim hi€u mdt chuyén, chinh 1a vé mot
quan com T4y tirng & Yokosuka, v¢r ch'ong 6ng chi déu thiét mang trong
mot vu an. Ban ¢6 cing ma't bd” me dung khong? Toi tha'y hai ca ¢6 nhiéu
diém twong d6ng, nén chi mudn hdi t€n quéan an thoi.”

Shizuna 14p titc khé thé nhw cé d4 d& trén nguc, phai cd strc 1dm mdi
duy tri dwore nu cwoi trén modi, “Quan com Tay anh dang tim hi€u tén la
gi?’7

“Ariake. C6 phdi tén quan nha ban c¢6 khong?”

Shizuna choang ca nguwoi, nhirng khéng dam d€'16 sy hoang mang. Khé
nghiéng dau suy nghi mdt chit, c6 lac dau, “Khong phai. Toi nhd 1a... tén
ki€u phwong Tay thi phai...”

“Thé& 4? Chéc 1a trung hop thdi. Hon nita, chll quan Ariake ciing mang
ho Ariake ludn, ro 1a khong phai r'6i.”

“(¥ Yokosuka c6 nhiéu quin com Tay ma.” Shizuna nhédc coc tra 1€n, c&
gitr binh tinh cho tay khdi run. Theo nhw Koichi thi canh st dang d€ mét
dén Togami-tei, tham chi da ti&p xdc v&i Masayuki. N&u khong, 1am sao
Yukinari lai di tim hi€u vé Ariake. Tinh hinh dang di dan Ién cao trao, ¢
phéi mau chéng hoan thanh nhi€ém vu quan trong céc anh giao cho. Nghia la



Takamine Saori phai bi€n ma't, khong dwoe gap Togami Yukinari [an nao
ntra. Mdi T4n nghi dén day, co lai tha'y 1ong dau 4m i. TAt nhién, ¢ nhan
thiec ro diéu nay.

“A quén, chuyén T4n trede tdi dd néi véi bd me, bd me bao ¢d cit tdi di,
dung ngai.”

Trong khoanh khéc, Shizuna khong hiéu Yukinari dé c4p chuyén gi. Nh&
ra viéc d&n tham nha Togami, ¢6 14p tirc ng'6i thang day nhw bi mot cai xién
xuyén qua.

“Chéc b& me anh nghi t6i that tro’ trén, ding khong?”

“Khong dau. B6" me chi bao khdng thé’ ti€p don mot cach n'dng nhiét
th6i.” Yukinari néi v&i vé tinh quai.

Cam xtc phirc tap bao trim 18y Shizuna. C6 phdn chan vi ¢6 co hoi
hoan thanh nhiém vu, bit rit vi thoi khic cudi cling dang d&n gan, dong
thoi cling rAm ran vui swong vi dwore dé€n nha anh.

“Minh di théi nhi?” Yukinari cAm bién lai dirng ddy. Nhin Yukinari di
dén quay thanh todn, Shizuna IlhO’ lai glay phut Koichi va Taisuke cha't van

minh. Cau hoi cia Koichi ra't thang thén: “Em phai long Yukinari roi, diing
khong?”

Du khong ciing huy&t tho'ng, thi qua nhién van 1a anh trai. Chinh Shizuna
cling m&i nhén ra tinh cdm ctia minh gan day thoi. Ma khong, ¢6 1€ co da
nhn ra tw trede, chi ¢ lang tranh hién thye ma thoi. Shizuna dinh danh
trong lang, nhwng rd rang khdng thuyét phuc dwore hai anh. C6 1€ bay gio
ho van lo 14ng khong biét Shi tiép tuc méc ket trong lwdi tinh, hay s& bop
chét tinh cam ctia minh d€ thyc hién k& hoach?

Shizuna khong th€ phan bdi long tin ctia cac anh. Tw khi con nho, ho da
ban tinh mdt ngay kia sé tra thii cho bd me. C6 khong thé phd vo su gin két
vitng chic chi vi mot con cdm néng nha't thov.

Ngwo'i dan 6ng nay... Via nhin Yukinari, Shizuna vira ty canh cdo.
Ngwoi dan ong nay la con trai cia ké da giét chét b6’ me minh.



Ra khdi qudn ca phé, Yukinari vy mot chié€c taxi. Anh moi Takamine Saori
vao xe truedre roi theo vao sau. Noi ho dén 1a Azabu Juban.

“To mo qué, khong bi€t com bo bam clia quan dn m&i thé nao?” Taxi
vra 1an banh, Saori hoi ngay.

“C0 ctr an thir s€ biét. Toi ra't ty tin vé nd.”

“Mot ngeoi nhw toi an thir cling khong it ra nhan xét dang k€ nao, nén
t0i khong nghi sé c¢6 gia tri tham khao véoi anh dau.”

Yukinari mim cudi lac dau, “C6 chi ¢an cho tdi biét cdm nghi kiéu ‘That
may vi dwge dn thir” hay ‘Biét vay ding an cho r'oi’ la dda. Du sao ¢b ctir
thang thén gitip. Khen xa giao chi cang khién tdi khé x.”

“Sao tdi thay trach nhiém ctia minh nang né qua.”

“Pung ap lyc, ¢ ty nhién thoi.”

Shizuna gat dau dép lai, 18y lai vé médt nghi€m tdc r'oi quay nhin canh vét
bén ngoai. Trong cd c6 phian tw ly.

Yukinari nhin tha’y c¢d gdi nay hom nay hoii ki la. Thdi do ciing nhic,
cam giéc cling kh6 gan hon moi khi. Thoat tién khong dén ndi, tw lic
Yukinari nhic d@&n quin com TAy Ariake m&i thanh ra thé”. Pdng 1€ anh
khong nén da dong t&i cdi chét ctia vor chong cha quan. Chéc chi tiét nay
khi€n Saori nhé lai hoan canh nha ban than. Anh hd1i héan, vi n€u ding thi
anh that vo y vo tr qua.

S¢& di Yukinari tim hi€u vé Ariake 1a do chuy&n ghé tham cda hai canh
sat hdm trwedre. Anh bt rirt vi ho ttr chdi cho biét muc dich diéu tra. Canh
sat bao tim thay hop keo & ng6i nha Sakuragicho, the” thi 1am sao? Hop keo
dung d6ng h'6 cta chi quén Ariake, cé gi quan trong ch? P€ lam 16 khiic
méc, Yukinari tié€n hanh tim hi€u vé Ariake. Anh 1én mang nhap céc tir khéa
Ariake va qudn com Tay, va ngay 1ap tirc tim dwoee tin tiec Ve sy viéc muoi
bén nam trudre.

Poc ndi dung, Yukinari khong thd't nén loi. Khéng ngo lai 1a mot vu an
da man, gi€t ngwoi cwdp cua. Gio thi anh da hi€u tai sao canh sat lai d€' tim
dén hop keo, ding hon 1a dén chiéc d6ng h'6 vang nhw vdy. Ho ngo’ rang
hop keo bj danh cip khoi hién treong gy an. N6i cach khdc, canh sét suy
luan rang hung tha gidu cai hop lén ndc ta?



Suy ludn &Yy c6 the hop 1y d61 v&i canh séat, nhung Yukinari cho ring that
sai [am khi danh da'u héi vao Masayuki. Ong khong cé ddng co tan cong
mot quan com Tay & Yokosuka. Va hon hét, 6ng khong phai loai nguoi ¢
the gy ra chuyén tay dinh nhw vay. Trwdc sau gi nghi ngo cling dwore giai
toda, Yukinari chi khong chiu noi cam giac b6 minh bi coi l1a ké xau, du chi
trong giay lat.

“Anh... khong sao chi?”

Tha’y Yukinari chim vao suy tw, Saori khong khdi lo ling.

“A, xin 10i ¢0.” Anh né nu cwoi. “To6i chi dang bin khodn mot chuyén
thoi.”

“C6 vé nan giai nhi?”

“Sao co nghi the?”

“Mat anh the hién r6 ma. Chan may nhan hét ca lai...”

“A!” Yukinari dwa tay so tran. “Xin 16i. Nhin tdi cau ¢6 1dm 4? Chuyén
t0i bdn khodn ciling khong dén ndi nan gidi.”

“Sép khai trirong quén #n nén anh c¢6 nhiéu chuyén phai lo tinh. Viy ma
t0i coOn xin xem nha, gy kho x cho anh. Thiyc sy ri't xin 18i. Anh ctt n6i
thang ra n€u thay phi€n nhé.”

Yukinari véi xua tay, “Khong phién. Ban nay t61 n6i roi ma. B& me da
bang long, c6 ding nghi nhiéu qua.”

“Vang, t6i hi€u roi.”

Nhin Saori yén tAm mim cwdi, Yukinari t ming minh dang 1am céi gi
thé khong biét, dd nhan thdy c6 cd bi€u hién khac thwong, lai chi bi€t quan
tam ban than. Khong bi€t con dwoe & bén cd bao nhiéu 'dn, sao nd’ chénh
mang khi gap nhau.

Diing r'6i, mai nay chic khong gip nhau duworc nira. ..

Yukinari nhan ra minh da bi Saori thu hut. T4t nhién ban dau anh khong
c6 y do gi. bon thuan 1a mu6én nghe danh gid ctia mot c6 khach tré. Hién
tai da khac. Anh mong gép cd nén vién ra di moi c&. Budi hen né€m thir
com bo bam hdm nay cling th€”. Pdng co sau xa la gap cd, d€ c¢6 thudng
thitc mén #n tAm dic cta anh chir khong phai d€ nghe nhan xét.

Saori sip ra nudrc ngoai. Yukinari rdt mudn git c6 lai, nhung khong ¢
tw cach gi d€ hanh dong nhw thé nén danh thoi.



“Sao ha anh?” Saori quay sang hdi. Chic tai Yukinari c& nhin chdm chim
vao gwong mat trong nghiéng cua co.

“Khong, khong c6 gi.” Yukinari 14t dat nhin thglng ra trede. Ping ldc nay
taxi ché ho dwng lai & nga tuw.

Nhin dén do, Hisanobu Takayama ngap dai. Anh dang trén dwong di lam
Ve, 1ai chiéc Volkswagen Beetle mua hai nam trwdc, than xe mau vang twoi
noi bat ra't hgp v&i s& thich cda anh.

Takayama 1am cho mot cdng ty sin xui't may choi game, hang ngay phai
& lai viin phong d&n tan khuya d& hoan thanh phan mém sip dwoc ban ra
thi trerong. Cudi cuing cling hoan thanh, va sau mot thoi gian dai, hdm nay
anh m&i dwoc vE som.

Tuy nhién anh vin khong may hao hirng, vé s¢'m khong ¢6 nghia 1a thoi
gian hanh phuc tang thém. Anh s€ mua com hdp trong ctra hang tién loi,
vira &n mot minh vira xem chwrong trinh anime da ghi lai sén, y nhw thwong
1€.

Ngdp thém mot cdi, Takayama hd miéng va tinh co nhin sang trdi. Thinh
linh anh giat minh nin th&, mét tron tron, quén cd ngdm miéng vao.

Trong chi€c taxi dirng bén canh la Minamida Shiho.

Takayama thdm rta minh 14 14n, dinh nhin lai cho rd thi taxi chay veo di.
Peén tin hi€u da chuyén sang mau xanh. Hang xe phia sau bA'm coi thic
giuc. Takayama vOi m¢& may, viea nghi that v6 1y vira dudi theo chiét taxi.
Anh tim cach chay song song nhwng khong dwoc. C6 gai dang ngo’ ngoi &
bang ghé& sau, bén phai. C6 d€’ ki€u téc khac Shiho, téc ¢6 dai, ma téc Shiho
ngéin, nhung gwrong mit anh vira nhin thodng qua kia dirt kho4t 14 Shiho.
Tuy cam gidc khang khéc, anh van cho rang khong c6 chuyén ngudi giong
ngwoi. Vi suy cho cing, d&n tin by gior anh ciing chura hé quén Shiho, hé
ranh anh lai nghi toi co.

MOdi Ian hdi twdng ldc Shiro roi di, Takayama lai dau 1ong. Anh dinh thi
Nim ra sin bay Narita tién cd, th& ma thit Tw dd nhan email v&i ndi dung
Em [én mdy bay di New York bdy gio ddy, 1y do la s¢r ca hai sé€ dau 1ong néu
gédp nhau trede chia ly.



N

K€ tir d6, Shiho bit v6 4m tin. Khong mot cudc goi dwong dai, khong
mot 14 thw. Shiho dang & dau, 1am gi, Takayama khong hay bi€t. Ta't nhién,
anh chang c6 cdach nao d€ chi ddng lién lac v&i ¢d. Du ty nhi danh thoi
quén lang, anh vin 6m niém thwong nhé khon ngudi. Mot trong nhing 1y
do khién dy an lon nay kéo dai 1a vi anh thwong mat tip trung.

Thé& ma Shiho anh hing mong nhé van & diy, & ngay Tokyo.

Khong tin dwoee. L€ ra ¢ Ay phai dang & My d€ theo dudi wdc mo’ chir,
dang vira lam tr¢r 1y cho nha thi€t k& vira trai qua nhirng ngay thang hoc
viéc chir. Khong 1y nao lai xua't hién & day.

Takayama ty nhit minh nhin nham, nhwng van mai miét dudi theo chiéc
taxi. Anh khong th€ vé ching nao con chwa nhin ki mat cd hanh khach kia,
de xac nhan c6 khdng phai Minamida Shiho. Thét ra thi, vé cting dworc thoi,
doi lai t nay tré di anh s€ tran troc hang dém.

Thinh thodng xe khac ctr chen vao gitra, Takayama chat vat mai moi ti€p
can dworc chi€c taxi mot [an, dung lic co géi lai quay sang bén kia 1am anh
khong sao thd’y dwoc mét. C thé', anh 14i xe d&€n Azabu Juban ldc nao
khong hay.

T&i moOt ngd tw dong nghit thi dén dd. Taxi d6 lai chor, cdch Takayama
bon xe.

Takayama dang twy hoi khong bi€t ho dinh di dau, thi tha’y cira sau taxi
bat m&. Ngwdi dan 6ng chui ra, co géi theo sau. C6 18 vi thd'y ding trede
4ch tic nén ho xudng ludn cho nhanh.

Takayama rdo ri€t nhin c6 géi. Hai ngwoi di thaalng, khong ngoai dau lai.
Nhin ttr ddng sau, véc ddng co géi gidng hét Shiho. Hai ngudi ré & ngi tuw,
bién khodi tAm mét Takayama. Sip ma't dd'u r'di, anh ndn néng.

Cudi ciing xe triedre ciing nhic nhich, Takayama c& ging chuyéhn lan
dwong, nhwng hwdng ré cua hai ngwoi kia 1a dwong mot chiéu, 6 t6 khong
the di vao. Khong con cach nao khac, Takayama danh ré & nga tw ti€p theo,
phd x4 noi ddy ric r6i hon anh twdng, khong biét phai & & dau, r& hudng
nao mai ra dwoee con dwong lic nay.

Takayama tim dai mot chd dwng va lao ra khéi xe. Anh cam thdy gior ma
khong tim dugre c0, vé sau cling khong con co hoi gdp lai. Takayama chay
khip con dwdng ma hai ngwdi kia vira ré vao, tuyét nhién khong tha’y béng
d4ng ho dau. Anh 6m dAu nhin 4nh dén hét ra tir c4c nha hang va quéin &n



san sat. C6 18 cO gai dang & dau do trong cdc chd &n udng nay. Va cd 1a mot
ngwoi hoan toan khéc, chi gidng Shiho ma thoéi. Tuy nhién, n€u ding la
Shiho thi...

Du biét minh dang mo kim déy b€, Takayama van khong dit khodt rovi di
dugre. Anh am tham hi vong, ¢ di loanh quanh thi s€ gap c6 & dau do.

RG&t cudc, sau hon ba muoi phiit lang thang vor van, Takayama danh tré
lai xe, thi'y con Beetle bi ddn gid'y phat, 161 dung dd khong ding noi quy
dinh.



Vira budc qua cdnh cira kinh, Hagimura bong hoi boi 161, vi mot ¢d géi
trong bd vest chinh t€ ti€n dén, cwoi twod réi dén anh.

“Kinh chao quy khach. Xin hdi anh ¢6 dat ban tredc khong?”

“T6i khong dé€n d€ dung btra. T6i d&€n gap 6ng Togami Masayuki.”

Co gdi alén vo 1€, va gat dau, “Anh Hagimura ding khong a?”

“Piing. Ong 4y hen t6i lic 9 gio.”

“T6i hi€u roi. Toi s€ di bao ngay. Mo anh doi & ddy mot lat.”

C6 gdi chi mot bo ban gh& nhd. Chic 14 noi cho khich ng'di doi trong
treong hop hét chd. Quén dn ndi tiéng co khdc.

Hagimura ng6i xudng, dwa méit nhin quanh. Noi that mang hoi hudm
hoai ¢ nwdc ngoai, nhwng twong trat vira ro rang 1a phong cach Nhat Ban.
Dudng nhw quéan #n mudn the hién niém ty hio rang &6 dn phwong Tay 1a
mot phan trong van héa am thwc Nhat Ban.

Khoang mot ti€ng trwedc, Hagimura goi dién cho Masayuki, dé€ nghi gap
mat vi ¢6 chuyén c¢in hdi. Anh néi mudén mei 6ng ta t&i S& Canh sat mot
chuyé&n, va bdo minh s& d&n dén. Masayuki khong thic méic nhiéu, chi dap
s€ dori & quéan chinh Togami-tei lic 9 gio, giong ra't binh than.

Ché"mg mA’y chd'c Masayuki xuA't hién, 40 kho4c niu ngoai so-mi tring,
khong deo ca-vat.

“Xin 10i da d€ ciu dei 1au.”

“Khong sao. Toi mdi phai xin 18i vi 1am phién anh trong gio 1am viéc.”

Xe di doi sin ngoai qudn, cd nhién khong phai xe canh sat. Nguoi cAm
1ai 1a Kashiwabara. Khi Hagimura va Masayuki di ra, 6ng 14p tirc xudng xe,
cdi minh, “H6ém tredc dd qua’y qua anh r'éi.”



“Khong sao. Van con chuyén gi 2?” Masayuki nhin qua nhin lai hai
nguoi.

“Vang. C6 chuyén chiing t6i mu6n nho anh xdc nhin.” Kashiwabara noi.

“Chuyén gi nhi?”

“Chuyén gi thi d€ d&n noi r'oi tw tie n6i.” Dt 1oi, Kashiwabara tré vao
xe. Hagimura moi Masayuki ngdi ghé€ sau, con minh ng'di ghé& phu 14i. Ho
sap x€p nhw vay vi khong mudn dng ta ¢c6 cam giac bi coi la ké tinh nghi.
Quaén chinh Togami-tei cach S& chwa ddy mwoi phiit 1ai xe. Téi novi, ho dwa
Masayuki vao phong hop nho da chuéh bi sén.

“L’an d4u tién t6i d&n mot noi the nay da’y.” Masayuki ddo méat nhin
quanh ciin phong chdn ngit v&i bdn bikc trong tring to4t.

“Anh mu6n udng gi?” Hagimura hoi.

“Khong can dau. Tém lai, cdc anh mudn hoéi gi?”

Masayuki thuc giuc vao dé, Kashiwabara lién nhin sang Hagimura, khé
gat dau. Hagimura I7én nhé’c tdi gid'y van d€ trong géc phong 1én ban, 18y
ra hop keo I'an trwdce.

“Con van dé gi voi nd nira?” Giong Masayuki an chira chit kho chiu.

“Hom truede to6i da hoi anh ¢6 nhin ra n6 hay khong.” Kashiwabara noi.
“Anh bdo khong. Liéu anh ¢6 mudn thay ddi cau tra loi khong?”

“Khong. Toi chwa thd’'y nd bao gior. Thé thi sao?”

Kashiwabara ch'dom nguoi t&i trede, “Anh Togami Masayuki, anh néi
that di. Thyc sy anh khong nhéan ra?”

“T6i khong nhan ra.” Masayuki 1ic d4u. “Tai sao cdc anh lai nghi ngo
t617”

“Chiing t6i khdng mudn nghi ngd, nhung c6 bang chirng cho thay anh
trng cham vao nd.”

“Bing chirng?”’

“Chiing t6i tim thay dau van tay ctia anh trén chi€c dong h'é trong hdp
keo. Ma khong phai...” Kash/iwabara trr phay tay treedc mit minh. “Dién
dat nhu thé”khong phu hop ldm. Bung hon 1a, da'u van tay trén tdi nhya
dyng ddng h'6, hoan toan khdp v&i ddu van tay trén dong h'6.”



“D&au van tay trén tdi nhya?” Mat Masayuki cirng dor, nhwng dang ng'6i
van virng vang, lung thing tip.

“Con nh¢ ldc anh xem chi€c dong h'6 dyng trong tii nhya khong? Tui
nhya 1a cach ching t6i han ché moi sy ti€p xtc truc ti€p voi vat chirng.
Lic d&n nha anh, cdu Hagimura ddy deo ging tay. Tti nhya mdi tinh,
khong c¢6 dd'u van tay cuia ai cd. Ching t6i déu thd’y anh ¢am nd 1€n xem.
Cho nén, nhiéu kha ndng dau van tay trén tdi nhya la cua anh. T4t nhién cé
th€ nhAm 14n, nén chidng t6i ¢An ki€m tra. L4t nira chdng t6i xin phép 18’y
dau van tay ciia anh mdt cach chinh thirc, dwore khdng a?” Kashiwabara néi
mot hoi, i nhin chim cham vao mit Masayuki nhw the mudn thim do
phan tng.

Masayuki bim chiit moi nhin hdp keo, phan ting duy nhat 12 chép mét
hai Ian. M&t lic sau, 6ng 1én ti€ng, “Khdng the tr chdi viée 18y dad'u van tay
dwoc nhi?”

“Anh c6 ly do ddc biét nao khong?”

Khong khong, Masayuki 1ic dau quiay quay, “Tdi chi hdi vay thoi. Théc
méc qud! Tai sao dang yén dang lanh lai x4y ra chuyén nay chi.”

“Ching t6i khong the’bd qua viéc dd'u van tay cia anh xua't hién trén
d6ng h'6.” Kashiwabara néi. “N6 mau thuln v&i 1o anh hom trede.”

“K€ ca th&’, t6i van chi c6 mdt cau tra 1. Toi khong biét hop keo 14n
dong ho.”

“Thé& anh gidi thich ra sao vé dau van tay?”

“T6i khong gidi thich dwgc. C6 dau van tay cida toi, tiee 12 tdi da cham
vao nod, con cu the€ 1a & dau, khi ndo, thi tdi chiu. Cau trd loi chinh x4c nhi't
la, t6i khong nhé.” Masayuki n6i nhanh hon, nhwng khdng h€ td ra ba't an.

Ng'6i mot bén nghe, Hagimura thAm cadm thén. N&u ong ta dang dién thi
that dang gom.

“Van d¢ la, ching t6i tim tha’y n6 trén ndc ti. Chiing t6i nghi, anh khong
th€ khong nhé mot khi da ca't cong dat nd 1én da’y.” Kashiwabara hoi rut
cam va nhin Ién.

“Nén moi néi tdi khong phai ngwoi dat nd ¢ da’y.” Masayuki dut khoat.
“Céc anh cling tim thd'y dd'u van tay cua tdi trén hop keo a?”

“Khong, chuyén nay...”



“ThaYy chwa?!” Nhin chim chim hop keo, Masayuki néi tiép. “Veé chiéc
ddng h'0, c6 1€ t6i da cham vao né & dau do, con hdp keo do ngwei khac
gidu... Nghi nhw vy hét strc binh thwong ma?”

Hagimura lai cdm thdn, tAm ly vitng ghé! Qua that, bon ho van chwa the
1y gidi dworc tai sao khong tim thdy ddu van tay trén hop keo.

Kashiwabara 18y tw tdi trong 4o vest ra tim anh va d€ xudng treedc mit
Masayuki. Trong hinh la v¢o ch'dng Ariake qua ¢6’, hinh nhw anh chuyp khi
ho di du 18 cudi ai d6. Yukihiro mic 1€ phuc, con Toko mic kimono tay
ngin. Sau 4n mang, Hagimura tirng photocopy tA'm anh d&€ cAm di hoi thim
khép noi.

“Anh c6 nhan ra ngwoi trong anh khong?” Kashiwabara hoi.

Masayuki 18y kinh & tii 4o ra deo r'6i moi dwa tay cdm anh Hagimura
nhan ra, mit dng ta nheo lai mot tho4ng nhw thé nhin vat gi chéi 1im.

“Nguoi nao co?”

“Nguwoi nao cling dwore. Ho 1a vor chong. T&m anh nay chup ching muoi
b6n mwoi 1dm ndm trwede.”

Sdm soi tAm mudi gidy, Masayuki lic dau g& kinh xudng, “Xin 16i cdc
anh, to61 khong bi€t ho.”

“Nguoi dan 6ng la chii chi€c dong h'6.” Kashiwabara n6i. “Anh ting
cham vao chi€c dong h'6 ma bao khdng bi€t chu ctia n6?”

“B&i ban nay méi noi, tdi con khéng nhé 1a minh da cham vao né.”

Khoéng mot da'u hiéu chdt da nao xua't hién trén mat Masayuki. Hagimura
dang cho xem 6ng ta dao dong, tha’y thé ' khong khodi chung hirng.
Kashiwabara thé’ dai, nhin sang Hagimura do hoéi. Nghi mot ldc, Hagimura
noi.

“Trong thoi gian m& quéan an ¢ Sakuragicho, anh c6 ting dé€n Yokosuka
khong?”

“Yokosuka a? Co, tam hai ba [an.”

“Anh di lam gi?7”

“T6i nhé khdng phai chuyén quan trong. DPon gian chi 14i xe chay long
vong tho6i.”

“Lan cu01 anh dén Yokosuka la khi nao?”



“Khi nao nhi...” Masayuki khoanh tay, cau may nghi. “Ltc con tdi con
hoc ti€u hoc, nén 1a khoang hai mwoi nam truedc.”

“Anh khong c6 nguoi quen nao ¢ d6 sao?”

“Khong.” Masayuki 1ac dau.

Hagimura nhin Kashiwabara va git dau, ngu y minh khdng con gi de héi
ntra. Kashiwabara mim cuwoi voi Masayuki.

“Cam on sy hgp tdc clia anh. Néu anh nhé ra diéu gi vé nhirng viéc da
dwoc hdi hdm nay, nho anh lién lac ngay v&i ching t6i nhé.”

“Puoee thoi, du tdi nghi 1a sé khong ¢6 dau...” Masayuki ngdp ngirng
nhin hai diéu tra vién. “T6i c6 di€éu mudn hdi.”

Kashiwabara bang long ngay, “Anh héi di.”

“Nghe néi ng6i nha & Sakuragicho bi dot nhap, va hop keo la do ké trom
12y xud'ng ttr néc ti.” Masayuki li&c hop keo trén ban. “Céc anh di bit
duwoc ké trdm chwa?”

Hagimura va Kashiwabara nhin nhau.

“Van chwa. Lam sa0?” Kashiwabara hoi.

Masayuki td ra ba't ngd, ha't cdm nhin hai ngwdi, “Chua bét dwgc. .. Tai
sao no lai & day?”

“A.” Kashiwabara gio: mét tay 1én. “Chiéc hdp dwoc tim tha’y ciing vai
moén d6 an troOm khac trén mot chi€c xe bi danh cép va bo lai.”

“Céc mén d6 an trom kia cling gidu trén ndc tu hay sao?”

“Khdng phai. Chiing ndm chd khac.”

“Th¢’ thi tai sao c4c anh lai khzalng dinh chi c6 chiéc hdp nay nam trén néc
ta?”

“Vi ¢6 dd'u vé&t chirng minh diéu d6. Chiing t6i khong thé néi chi ti€t hon
voi anh.”

Masayuki xem chirng khong phuc ciu trd 1o ctia Kashiwabara cho 1m.
Ong ta khoanh tay cii dau.

“Co6 diéu gi khi€n anh khong hai 1ong sao?”” Hagimura héi.

“Khong ¢6 gi, tdi chi dang suy nghi rd't cudc né dwgec d€ & d6 tir khi nao
thoi.”

“Anh mudn bi€t trr khi nao a?”



“Um, han 12 sau khi t6i cham vao dong h'6.” Masayuki nghiéng d4u nghi
ngoi mot lic, cudi cung guc gac dau budng xudi. “Ma théi. Gior 18y dau
van tay dung khong?”

“Pe tdi goi ciu phu trach.” Hagimura dirng day.

Lay did'u van tay xong, Kashiwabara l4ai xe dwa Masayuki vé quan nhw
lic dén. Hagimura quay lai S& d€ bdo cdo véi doi tredng Isobe.

“Ong ta bao 1a khong nh, han réi...” Isobe néi vira véi giong cay déng,
vira td ra moi chuyén ding nhw dw doan.

“Bén than chiing ta khong ndm ro 19 trinh ctia §6ng h'6, nén khi 6ng ta
n6i khéng nhé da tirng cham vao né & dau, khi nao, chiing ta khéng con
cach gi d€ truy ctru thém.”

“T6i da trao doi v&i bén trén, ho bao chi dya vao chi€c d6ng h'd ma danh
dau héi vao Masayuki thi ri't mao hi€ém. P'6 dac ctia nan nhan xua't hién &
nha 6ng ta tirng & thi ding 14 ddng ngor, nhung chwa di d€ tré thanh bang
chirng. N&u thich, 6ng ta bia ra 1y do nao ma chang dwogc.”

“Cong nhan. Em chinh 12 mudn cho’ nghe 1y do nao nay.”

“Song 6ng ta lai mot myc néi khong nhé, danh chju thdi. Khong biét dng
ta da tinh toan hét r'éi mdi trd 1o nhw thé hay khong nho gi that nhi...”
Isobe dan hai ban tay dang d€ trén ban vao nhau. “An twong cta ciu thé
nao?”

“Khé néi 1dm. Trong khong gidng néi d&i, nhung & nguwdi niy todt ra
phong thai ra't ddc biét, ¢6 the’ da lung lac dwo'c em cling nén.”

“Con ban v€ phac hoa chian dung ma nhi? Masayuki cé giong ban vé
khong?”

“Gidng, ma cling khong giong. Mwoi bon ndm troi qua r'oi.”

“Qua chwng d6 thoi gian, du 1a cing mot ngwoi, dién mao cling s€ thay
doi. Chic khong may ai nhin hinh tdi mwdi bdn nim treédc ma nhan ra toi
ngay dau.” Isobe thd dai, vust nhim téc thwa thot ra dang sau. “Bén phéac
hoa kia dwogc vé theo 1o khai ctia con trai nan nhan nhi?”

“Cau con thir dd bét giip ngwdi dan dng ¢ vé 1a hung thi. Hay chiing ta
thtr cho nhén dién xem sao?”

“U. Tam thoi nho c4u 1én k& hoach giup t6i trede. Khong phai voi dau.
Cau ta chi nhin lwdt qua khi con bé, gia st ¢6 khai rang Masayuki giong



ngudi cdu ta tirng bét gip, kha ning 1¢i khai tré thanh bang chiing van rat
thap. Ngworc lai, n€u cu ta bao khdng gidng, cling khong the tré’ thanh 1y
do d€ ching ta ro'i mét khdi Masayuki. Chi cho nhan dién trong tredng hop
cudc diéu tra chirng minh dwg'c Masayuki lién quan dén vu an.”

“Xem nhu bang chitng ciing cd thoi s&p nhi?”

“Chuan. N&u d€ gia quy&n nan nhan viedng vao cudc diéu tra & giai doan
nay thi khong hay. Gia quy&n thwong ¢6 khuynh hwdng quy chup nghi can
la tha pham. Nhw vdy con d&, 16 ho d€'16 thong tin cho gidi truyén thong
thi rc rdi to.”

“Em s€ bao lai cho canh sat Yokosuka lu6n.”

“U, nho' c4u. Nhan tién, cdc c4u da 18y dd'u van tay ciia Masayuki roi
ding khong?”

“Lay ro1 a. Ngay mai em s€ dwa di doi chi€u.”

C6 vo s& dau van tay thu thap dwore trong nha & va quén an Ariake, cling
chinh 12 hién treong vu 4n. Nhitng tw liéu nay van con lwu git. Ngay mai
canh sat s€ ki€m tra xem c6 dd'u van tay cia Masayuki trong s6 d6 hay
khong. C6 th€ hung tha deo géng tay lic gy an, nhung ngay tte ddu nhom
diéu tra ¢ nhan dinh khong phai Ian dau hin dén Ariake. N&u tim tha’y du
chi mot da'u vén tay clia Masayuki thoi, canh sat cling ¢6 can cir d€ bac bo
loi khai khong biét Ariake clia Oong ta.

“Chung ta can diéu tra vé Masayuki thoi diém mwoi bdn nam truede. Bat
k€ vi 1y do gi, ngwoi ta khé ma di cwdp va gi€t mot ké mai chi gidp mat &
chd ghi do. Phai ¢c6 mdi lién hé gitra Masayuki v&i nan nhin”

“Em d4 bét tay vao diéu tra roi.”

“Chéc chiing ta s& ¢An thém nhan lyc. DEt6i trao d6i v&i cap trén, xin
vai nguoi hd tror. Tuy nhién, phai hét stre can trong trong qua trinh diéu tra,
kéo gy anh hwdng dén tinh hinh kinh doanh ctia Togami-tei thi phién phirc
18m.”

“Em sé€ can thin.”

“Luc nao cling phai can than, deng ha’p tap. T6i lam ngh€ nay bao nhiéu
nim nay, chwra bao gio gip chuyén bit dwoc hung tha ngay trwde khi thoi
hiéu k&t thic.”

“Em s€ ghi nh¢.” Hagimura dép.



Ra khoi van phong, anh di vé hwedng ga Kannai, d€ dé€n quan reoru gan
da’y chr khong phai vao ga. Anh va Kashiwabara hen nhau ¢ day. Vwa
buwdc vao quan da trong thd’y Kashiwabara ng'di cong lwng chd quéy bar,
bén canh la cdc tra 6 long. Ong dang chdm chu xem cai gi d6. Hagimura
nhon chan nhin qua vai dan anh thi thay 1a anh chup mot cau bé tam tuoi
tieu hoc. Hagimura biét, cau bé &'y 1a con trai Kashiwabara.

“Xin 16i d& anh doi 1au.”

Hagimura 1€n ti€ng. Kashiwabara gidt minh ngoi théng day, duat voi tam
anh vao tui.

“Cau td1i tré hon toi nghi day.”

“C6 nhiéu viéc can ban voi doi tredng qua.”

Nghe Hagimura k€ vé cudc trao doi v&i Isobe, Kashiwabara cwoi kho.

“Um. Phai cah than khong dworc hap tAp a...”

“C6 th€ anh nghi cdc s&p de dit vi do1 twong 1a chii cd chudi quan com
TAy, nhung chic ho chi mudn than trong, trdnh bat nhdm, nha't 1a khi hinh
anh canh sat tinh dang dwore cai thién nho ti 1€ phat hién t6i pham cao. Bén
anh th€ nao? Tinh hinh Masayuki sao r6i?”

“Van khong hé nao ning. C6 dodn dwoc lic vé dén noi, Masayuki néi gi
voi t6i khong? Ong ta bao ‘Ldn sau, moi moi nguoi dén thwdng thirc com
bo bam, niém ty hao cda tdi nhé’ co day.”

“Khong giong lam bd 1am tich nhi?”

“Khong, that 1ong ludn. C6 khi nao chung ta nham chang!”

“Nham? Y anh 12 Masayuki khong phai hung tha?”

Tay cam coc tra 6 long, Kashiwabara gt dau, “Chaalng ¢ bang ching
nao cho tha’y chiéc dong h'd kia bi 13y cip vao dém xay ra 4n mang. Nho
dau Ariake Yukihiro da virt d6ng h' di tw trede, n6 lwu lac thé nao lai qua
tay Masayuki, vé sau c6 nguoi bd né vao hdp keo, gid'u 1én néc ti. Ban
than nguoi gidu lai quén béng mat.”

“Nguwoi gidu la ai?”

“MZA’y tro ki€u nay, chi 1d tré nghich ngogm thoi chir ai.”

“A! Ciu con trai a?”



“Mudi may nim trede, ciu ta dang hoc tiéu hoc. Sy that chic 1a the’
day.” Sau khi nhan xét bang giong déu dé€u, Kashiwabara nghiéng dau suy
ngam. “C6 khi chung ta da qua hap tAp roi.”

Taisuke cho xe van ré€ phai tai dwong Showa va tap vao via he. Shizuna
ki€m tra lai 1&p trang di€m, tha chi€c gwong cadm tay vao lai chi€c tdi xach
hiéu Prada, bat gidc thé hét ra.

“Oy dy 1a duoe 47 Taisuke hoi.

“U, cdm on anh.”

Quan ca phé c¢d dinh d&n con cach day ca tram mét, nhwng nho d¢€
Yukinari thd’y minh budc xuéng tw chi€c xe nay thi khé ma giai thich.
Shizuna veon tay ra gh€ sau, chdp 18y chi€c tui gid'y dwng thit bo om
twong mua & mot quan 1lau doi chuyén mon thit nam cach chung cw ¢ &
nim phiit di bo. Yukinari c¢6 T4n di tAm tic khen mén nay.

“Con quén gi khong?”

Nghe Taisuke hoi, Shizuna cwdi gwong, vo vO tdi, “Quén thé nao duwgc!
C6 mdi mot thir phdi mang thdi ma.”

“Khong dinh dau van tay dau nhi? Anh hai d nhic 12 gid’y ciling lwu lai
da’u van tay day.”

“Em biét ma. Tt lic anh Ko dwa, em chua s& vao né biang tay khdng I4n
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nao.

“Lidc hanh dong cling phai can thian nhé.”

“Em deo gang, anh yén tam di.”

“Peo ging? Lam thé ¢6 16 liéu qui khong?”

“Em nghi ra 1y do kin k& r'6i. Hon ntra, chinh anh Ko da bao d€ nguoi ta
hoi 18y 1am la cling khdng sao. Tém lai, trede khi hanh dong, bit budc phai
deo gang tay vao.”

Nghe néi la y caa Koichi, Taisuke m&i yén tim. C4u git ddu. “Ma‘u ch6t
12 phdi tim dwoc vi tri thich hop nita. Anh hai da nghi ra ma’y chd, va'n dé
la nha Yukinari c6 gidng khong co’.”



“Cho nén md&i ¢an vao xem. Em sé€ tim cach. Co hoi chi ¢6 mot. Nha't
dinh em sé khong d€ cac anh tha't vong dau.”

“Tao rAt mudn néi may dirng c¢d’ qud, khd ndi...” Taisuke nhiin nhé gai
tai gai dau. “Gio chi trong cidy vao may thoi.”

“Um, c tin & em.”

“Tao s€ doii & bén hong nha Yukinari. Phai sac pin dién thoai day du
nghe chwa. Co ban tao s€ khong lién lac gi dau, nhwng lu6n san sang d¢
nghe mdy. Truc trac gi phai bdo ngay cho tao. HE mudn may goi, tao s€ nha
mdy roi tat lién.”

“Em bié€t. Pau phai an dau tién. Thoi, em di diy.” Shizuna mé& ctra bén
gh€ phu lai.

Taisuke bdng goi, “Shi!” Shizuna ngodi dau lai, Taisuke ngic ngr mot
h'6i m&i héi dwore, “HOm nay 1a Tan cu6i may giap Togami Yukinari that
chi?”

Shizuna nhin Taisuke chidm chdm, cdm thay mit minh ctng ngéc lai. Co
bi€t phan &ng ctia minh dang ri't gay gat, nhwng da qua mudn d€ lam diu
anh mat.

“Y anh 12 gi?” Ngay ca giong diéu ciing tr& nén sic 1ém.

“Khong c6 gi...” Taisuke &p ting né tranh 4nh mét co.

“Lan tred'c em da bao dung dodn mo ma. Sao anh con lyc van? Nham
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“May dirt khodt dwore thi tot r'oi.” Van quay mit di, Taisuke déap. “Tao
héi cho bi€t thoi.”

“V& va vé van! Em sdp ra tran, dirng 1am em ma't hirng.”

“Hiéu r'oi. Tao xin 16i.”

“Em di day.”

“U.” Taisuke quay lai nhin em géi, “C6 1én!”

Shizuna hoi sitng s¢&. B&1i 4nh mét Taisuke nhin ¢d tran ngap diu dang va
quan tdm. Khéng nghi ra 1oi nao d€ dap, c6 chi gat ddu, ra khdi xe va dong
cura.

Taisuke khé gio’ tay chao tam biét r'6i 14i xe di. Nhin xe khua't dan,
Shizuna cdn mdi. Dd c¢d chon chdt, con di dao lén...Co hit mOt hoi thit sau



va ca't bwde. Cudi cuing ngay nay cling tdi, ngay cd dé€n nha Yukinari. Co
tw nhd ban than phai tinh tdo. Cho t&i gior, ¢d da Ira gat khong biét bao
nhiéu dan 6ng, nguyén tdc khac cdt ghi tam la tuyét d61 khong dworc ma't
tap trung, phai nhp vai tredc ca khi gip doi tuwong.

Shizuna ti nhic nhé’, minh 12 Takamine Saori. C6 1& sau hdom nay, co
khong con co hoi dung cdi tén nay nira. Sau hdm nay, ngwoi con gai mang
tén Takamine Saori sé bién khéi coi doi.

Shizuna va Yukinari hen gip nhau tai quan ca phé & Ginza 2-Chome, van
1a noi ho gdp hai I'dn tredc. Vira buede vao quan, ¢6 da nhin thd’y Yukinari.
Anh mic 4o khodc niu don gian, twoi cieoi ngay khi nhan ra cd dén.

Goi d6 udng xong, Shizuna ng'6i xudng, “Hinh nhw t6i d€ anh phai doi.
Xin 16i nhé.”

Yukinari nhin d6ng h'd deo tay, 1ic dau, “Con nim phit nira mdi t&i gio
hen. Tai t6i d&€n sd'm qua th6i. Khdng hi€u sao toi cir s6t rudt khong yén,
nén nghi lam so'm ludn.”

“Xin 10i vi gy anh hwéng d&n cong viéc clia anh.”

“Khong dau. Tai toi mong ngdng hom nay qua thodi. Tom lai c6 ding ban
tam.”

“Anh n6i th& t6i tha'y dé chju hon ro6i.”

Shizuna ¢dm c&c tra chanh phuc vu vira mang ra, nhap mot ngum dé€ cd
trdn tinh. M&i ng'6i d6i dién nhau ma trong nguyc ¢6 da dap don, khuon
mat twoi ceoi vO tw cia anh lam long ¢6 rdi boi.

“A, cam on ¢6 chuyén hom triedc nhé. Nhom dau bép ra't vui khi biét cod
khen ngg't mon an ho lam day.”

Yukinari néi, chic 12 mudn nhic lai hdm hai ngudi d&n quan iAn & Azabu
Juban d€ Shizuna n€m thir com bo bam na'u theo cdng thirc mdi. Com bo
bim mdi cye ki xul't sdc vi 1am ndi bat hweong vi ctia nguyén liéu ma van
gitr dwgre phong cach nguyén ban. Shizuna nhan xét, “Chan thanh ma néi,
ra't ngon, toi rat an twong.” C6 khong khen 187y 1€, qua that com hom do du
strc sdnh vai com bo biam cuia Ariake. “T6i chi 1a tay mo nén anh dung
danh gia cao qua. T6i ciling tirng ndi, anh c nghe cho biét thoi, dung d€
tam.”



Yukinari dot nhién nghiém tdc dén la, anh lac dau, “Khong dau. Nho co
thi trede qua 1a Iya chon sang sudt. T6i da nho vai ngwoi thie, chi minh ¢6
nhén ra muc tiéu ching tdi theo dudi. Qua nhién, cd ¢6 sy quan tam dac biét
danh cho com bo bam.”

“Khong han la quan tdm...”

Shizuna cup mét xudng. Yukinari nhé lai hom c6 hoang loan vi in com
bo bdm. Anh bdng thang thd't, chang 1€ minh lai khi€n c6 &y chanh long
nwra roi?

“Xin 10i ¢d, hinh nhw ti lai néi linh tinh. Xin 16i! T6i v0 § qua...”

Nhin Yukinari, Shizuna ba't giac bat cwoi, “Khodng sao. Tw 1au toi da
nhan ra, anh rat hay lo lang thai qud. Ct¥ nghi cho ngudi khic mii, anh
khong thdy mét a?”

“Vay w? T6i toan bi ngwoi ta bao u li...” Yukinari xoa xoa c0.

Chi khi lién quan dén tdm Iy phu ni¢ thoi... Shizuna toan tréu, nghi sao
kim lai. “N6i ra thi c¢6 vé khénh khang, nhwng ngwoi lam an thyc sy nén tro
trdo mot chut.”

“C6 yén tam di, toi kha tro’ trdo d4’y. Bang chitng 12 tdi ctt vién hét c&
nay dén co khac d€ hen gap ¢6.” N6i doan, Yukinari bat ceoi. Anh cdm
bién lai trén ban Ién va bao, “Chiing ta di th6i.”

Khé vang mot ti€ng, Shizuna ding 1€n theo.

Ra khoi qudn ca phé, Yukinari vAy taxi. Nhw moi 4n, Shizuna ng'6i vao
tredre, Yukinari theo sau va bao tai x& dwa d&€n Meguro. Shizuna nhin khu6n
miét trong nghiéng clia Yukinari ldc anh chi dwong cho tai x&, c6' nén xudng
con bon ch'on cudn Ién trong long. C6 qua quy€t nghi, du sau nay khong
con co hdi ng'di chung taxi véi anh nita, minh van s& on thoi. Nhung cang
d'dn ép ban than, cd cang tha’y birt ritt khé ta, danh phai tw nhic nhé nhu
niém chi, ngwoi nay 1a con trai ké da gi€t bd me. Ti€c rang cau than chu
chang c6 chit tdc dung nao. Mdt Shizuna khéc trong c6 thi tham, khong hé
lién quan, ddu phai anh 4y giét, anh &'y ludn tha'u hi€u ndi dau cia nguoi
khic ma...

Piing ldc nay Yukinari quay sang nhin Shizuna, mé to mat day ngac
nhién va né& nu cwoi, “Co sao thé?”



“Khong, khong ¢ gi.” Shizuna nhin di chd khdc. “HOm nay b me anh
c6 nha khong?”

“C6 me t0i thdi. Toi da dan me ¢ d€ ching ta ty nhién, nén cd yén tim.”

“Anh dwa c6 gdi nao vé nha bao gio chwa?”

“Pay la an dau tién, thanh ra me méi d€ tAm qua mic, du toi da giai
thich rang gitra chiing ta khong phai ki€u quan hé d6 dau, c6 chi muén xem
k&t ca'u ngdi nha ma thoi.” N6i vE cudi, giong anh chung xudng.

Shizuna gat d4u, dwa mét nhin ra ctra s& va hoi khyng lai khi tha’y mot
chi€c xe van giong hét xe Taisuke, chi khac 1a hong xe ghi tén mdt cong ty
la ho4c.

Shizuna nghi, by gio’ ma minh dang trén dwong dé€n tham nha ban trai
that thi h'6i hop nhueong nao? Tam trang thap thom, khong bi€t minh c6
hoa hgp dwoe v&i me anh trong I'an gap dau tién hay khong. Lic nay cd
cling tha’p thdm, nhung 1a do khong bi€t li€u minh c6 hoan thanh nhi€ém vuy
cac anh giao cho hay khong. Con ba me thi sao ciling dwore. Nghi tdi viéc
chia cit v&i Yukinari, tim c6 thit lai.

“Vu du hoc cua cd dén dau roi?” Yukinari héi.

Shizuna quay sang v&i nu ceoi trén méi, “HOm truede tdi da ban bac voi
bd me. Ho bdo mudn di thi nén di som.”

“Sao nira?”’ Anh mét Yukinari rd't nghiém tidc.

“C6 th€ thang sau tdi xué't ngoai. Nha ngwoi ban toi s€ tro cling bao toi
qua mau mau.”

“Khong ngo lai gdp gap thé. Ma b6 me ¢b néi ding, mubn di thi nén di
so'm, s€ hoc dwore nhiéu hon.” Yukinari vira ndi vira cweoi, hi€n nhién nu
cwoi ra't gwong gao.

“Thu that t6i lo 1dm. C6 qua nhi€u viéc phai lam. T6i con dinh di hoc
mot 1op ti€ng Anh giao ti€p cap tdc.”

“Nghe ma quay cuong! C6 1én nhé.”

Shizuna gat dau dap vang, va lai nhin ra ctra s0.

Thé 1a don dwong xong. Tt ngay mai, dit Yukinari ¢6 lién lac va béo
mudn gip, co ciing da sdn 1y do ban d€ ttr chdi. Mot ngwedi bi€t nghi cho
ngwoi khac nhw Yukinari, bi te chdi mot Ian 1a khong lién lac Tan nira dau.
Sang thang, c¢d s& hily hop ¢ong mang vién thong, trwde d6 thi nhén tin bo



véi Yukinari 13 sip bay sang Canada. Anh s€ tw bo thoi. Sau nay, khi c6 gdi
khac xud't hién, c6 1€ anh chang con nh¢ toi cdi t€n Takamine Saori nira.

On rdi! C6 tham nha.

“A...” Yukinari bOng lai 1én ti€ng, “Co biét dia chi bén Canada chwa?”

“Pia chi a?”

“I\J'm, dia chi ¢6 dinh lwu trid dang homestay ay. N&u c6 cho dia chi, toi
s€ viét thw...”

Shizuna ling ting, khong ngo’ Yukinari lai nhiét tinh d&€n vay, du trede
gio’ nhirng ngwoi dan ong bi ¢o Itra cling tirng hodi tham vEé dia chi co sé
dén.

“Xin 16i anh, tdi chwa biét dia chi cu thé.”

“Vay hen l'an sau nhé.”

“Vang.”

“V&i ca...” Yukinari li€m moi. “Li€u cb c¢6 th€ danh chit thoi gian gip
toi tredre khi sang Canada khdng? Cé mdt chuyén tdi phai néi véi co bang
ba't clr gid nao.”

10 tinh... Tr};’c gidc Shizuna kéu 1én. Anh nhin chén thanh caa Yukinari
lam c6 choi mat.

Co khe dap, “Vang, dworc thoi.”

“May qua!” Yukinari twa minh ra ghé&’, thé phao nhe nhdm nhw vira hoan
thanh mot viéc trong dai.

Tim dap loan xa lam Shizuna kho thé. Pa bao I4an ¢6 nhan tha’y minh séip
dwoc dan ong td tinh. Lan nao cd ciing dic thing, riéng T4n nay lai khéc.
HoOm nay ¢6 chi thdy tim tw rd1 boi.

No6i that, Shizuna rd't mudn nghe 1o to tinh cia Yukinari, dong thoi lai
s¢’ nghe xong minh kho 1ong quén anh duorc.

“Sap d&n r'oi.” Yukinari 1&n tiéng.

Shizuna sirng s6't nhin vé phia triede. Taxi da chay vao mot khu nha &
kha yén tinh.

Ngéc vira thoi! Co ty mang. L{zm gl co chuyén ngwoi dan dong nay sé to
tinh voi may co chwe?! Boi vi chang bao ldu nita, anh ta sé tré thanh con
trai ké giét ngwoi. Va chinh may gai cdi bdy do. ..



Ngwdre nhin ng6i nha, Shizuna thdm cam than, cum tw biét thw dwgc sinh ra
la d€ chi nhirng ki€n tric nhw thé nay day! Nhin chinh dién thi khéng hinh
dung nGi nha lon ¢ nao, woc lwong theo bé rdng mat tién, dién tich phai
trén 330 m?. Mai ngéi ding phong cdch Nhat Ban, bén trén lai 13 §ng khéi
bang gach mang hoi hwdm phwong Tay.

“L’an dau tién t61 tha'y mot ngdi nha c6 dng khoi dd'y.” Shizuna that tha
phat bi€u cam nghi.

“C6 10 swdi trong phong khach ludn.” Yukinari binh than dap. “B&’ t6i
thich 10 swdi nén khi stira nha van d€ lai, gio’ khong ding ntra, nén 6ng khéi
cling chi d€’1am canh thoi.”

Yukinari bA'm chudng cong. Mot giong nir nhe nhang vong qua loa, “Ai
day?”

“Con dwa c6 Takamine Saori vé dén roi day.”

Giong phu n* mém mai ddp “U”. Nghe cdch ba trd 1o ciing tha’y ho
sOng ra't sung tic, thanh thoi.

Qua cong 1a t&i 167 di phi hoa cd xanh twoi ryc re’. C6 mot cau thang
nho, bén trén ¢6 mdi hién. Shizuna thyc sy sing st vi cira trede qua ddi
cao rong.

“Vi ngwoi DBire rd't to con, nghe don ctra khong to ¢& nay thi ho khong
yén tdm.” Yukinari cwoi n6i khi mé cira. “Moi ¢d vao.

Shizuna dap “T61 xin phép,” va ti€n vao.

O tién sanh rong ngang phong tré em & cdc nha binh thwdng, mot phu nit
bé nhd dirng dori. Ba méc do len mau tim nhat, ¢6 deo s¢ii day chuyén
manh, d6i m4 bau binh, véc ddng lai thon gon, dudi méit c6 nép nhiin nhung
lan da o rang dwoc cham sdéc tot.

Shizuna khé cii dau chao, thim cam than ba c¢6 khudén mit cia ngwoi noi
ti€ng. Trén taxi, Yukinari da cho c6 bi€t me anh té€n la Kimiko.

“Chao ¢, chdu 1a Takamine Saori. Chdu rd't cdm on va cling ra't xin 16i
vi da lam phién gia dinh.”

“Khong cé gi. Chau ctr xem thoai mai. Chi hi€ém nha ctra chwa dworc lau
chuii can than, ¢6 gi mong chau bd qua cho.”



“Hom qua me vdi vang tong vé sinh rdi co' ma, me van ngai a?”

Kimiko trirng mét v&i dira con trai dang ca gan tréu minh, “Tiét 10
chuyén hiu treong 1a pham quy nhé. Con xoay x& sao cho ¢ &'y dwng nhin
tring ma’y chd chwa lau chui di. Ma tam géc lai chuyén d6, chau vao nha da
nao. Udng tra nhé? Thang nay n6 khong tinh t& ldm dau, chau ma di tham
quan nha ngay la diwng mong c6 lic ng'6i nghi ngoi ntra.”

Loi 1€ hét muce diu dang. Qua cau chir cia Kimiko, Shizuna khong nghe
ra chut kho chiu nao. Chdc chan ba dang tham nghi c6 dung la mat day may
dan khi doi dan xac dé&n day, va cling tiec 10n rudt vi con trai khong the dirt
khoat tw chdi. Viéc ba khdng the€ hién ra mit cho Shizuna tha'y mot diéu, ba
khong don gidn 1a vo' mot dai gia. Togami-tei gior ra't phat dat, Kimiko van
cw X nhr mwoi ma’y ndm trede, thoi quan con vang khach. N6i cach khac,
ba van gitr dworc tac phong tiép don an cén.

Sau khi c&i giay va buwde 1én nha, Shizuna méi swc nho thi minh cam
theo.

“Da, mén nay bdn gan chd chdu, nghe néi nha minh thich nén chau mang
mot it d€n...” Co dwa tii gidYy ra.

“Oi, chdu khong can khach sdo dau.” Nhan 18y tdi gidy véi vé mat kho
xtr, Kimiko nhin vao va cwoi twoi réi. “Trovi a! Yukinari néi ca chuyén nay
voi chdu a. Con phai lya chuyén ma néi chir.”

“C6 sao dau me.” Yukinari cling bat cuoi.

“Mat cong chau r'oi. Cr ty nhién nhé! Nao, moi chau di hwdng nay.”

Nhin Kimiko quay vao nha, Shizuna bdng nghi dé&n tr me chong. Gia st
sdng cung ba dwdi mot mai nha, khong bi€t hai bén c6 hoa thuan ching?
Trwdc mét vo cla con trai minh, vé diu dang nay liéu c6 thay doi?

b6t nhién, Kimiko ding bwdc va ngodi lai nhw nhé ra diéu gi.

“A quén, bd con VEé roi dd’y.” Ba néi voi Yukinari.

Shizuna hoi khyng lai. B6 Yukinari... la Masayuki.

“Ha? Sao bo lai vE?”

“Me khong bi€t. Nghe b6 con bao bén quan an khong c6 chuyén gi. Chac
bo t0 moO nén vé xem thé nao. Du sao, day cting 1a [an dau tién con trai dwa
mot cd gdi vé nha ma.” Nhirng loi sau ciia ba dang nham dén Shizuna.

“To mo dé s¢.” Yukinari nhin nhé. “Xin 16i c6. Khong ngai chiz?”



“To1 khong sao a.”

“Me nghi 6ng a8y chi mudn chao mot ti€ng thdi.” N6i doan, Kimiko lai
rdo buoc.

Lan ndy, Shizuna nhin ngwdi phu ni di phia trede, cdm xic khéc han
ban ndy. C6 tir méing vi dd 4o twdng ba 12 me chong minh. Gior khong phai
ldc nghi vo van.

Kimiko dwng bwdc va mé canh ctra bén canh. “Hai dira né vé nay anh
o1.” Ba n6i vong vao phong, roi lai nhin Shizuna, “Moi chdu vao.”

Shizuna cui d4u ti€n vao. Gitra phong c6 ban 1én, quanh ban 1a sofa boc
da. Masayuki dang ding canh gh&’, khoéac do cardigan xam.

“T6i 1a Masayuki. Cdm on chau vi chuyén hom triede nhé.”

“Da, khong c6 gi.” Shizuna lai cti dau.

Lan tred'c Shizuna gap Yukinari tai Togami-tei Hiroo, ldc vé ¢6 da giap
mat Masayuki. By gio’, bd con Yukinari chi 1a m6i san d€ ba anh em Itra
ddo. Ngay sau d6, Taisuke nhin thd'y Masayuki va lamam 1én rang 6ng ta
chinh 13 ngwdi dn dng cdu bit gdp vao dém 4n mang.

Yukinari dan Shizuna d&n sofa ba chd, roi ng'6i xudng canh co.

“Nghe néi chau sip di du hoc Canada?” Masayuki ng6i & phia d6i dién,
gat gl khi Shizuna ddp vang. “Kinh nghiém & nwdc ngoai s€ anh hwdng ra't
16n d€n cude doi chau, va khdng phai ldc nao ciing theo chi€u hudng tot.
Thé mé&i kho.”

“Kia bd!” Yukinari cau may. “B&” dirng 1am ngwoi ta nhut chi chi.”

“B& khong c6 y d6.” Masayuki lai nhin Shizuna, mim cwoi. “Hi vong
chuyén du hoc s€ c6 ich cho chédu.”

“Céam on chd.” Shizuna cui dau dap.

Vira lic Kimiko mang tra d&n, hrrong thio moc phang phat tda khip
phong. Shizuna dwa cdc 1én miéng, mit liéc Masayuki. Ong ta dang vwon
tay 18y banh quy.

Ngwo'i nay da giét bo' me. ..

Phong thai dwong hoang, vé mat tri thirc... khong mot dd'u hiéu nao cho
tha’y dng ta thudc loai ra tay gi€t ngwoi. Nhung ban than da quen sdng
bang nghé Iwra loc, Shizuna hi€u ra't ro khong th€ danh gia con nguoi chi



qua bé ngoai. Tham chi ¢6 con cho rang, bén ngoai cang dwong hoang, bén
trong cang xau xa. Ac mdng muwoi bdn nadm trwde ruc rich s6ng day,
Shizuna phai c& kim nén, vi Koichi da ddn, “Chang may gap Masayuki, can
tranh nghi t&i 4n mang nam xwa. Bang khong em s€ ma't binh tinh, muén
bdo thu ngay tai chd. Cho nén dirt khoat phai kiém ch&’, phai nhan nai. R6i
chiing ta s€ ddp trd gdp ngan Ian. Gio’ em chi tdp trung vao nhi€ém vu can
lam thoi, kéo k& hoach vo 16 daYy.”

Koichi néi ding. Lic nay diy, ng6i doi dién thoi da da khién cd bung
bwrng cdm hén, chi mudn hét 1én that to. Shizuna cup mat xuéng, dén long
khong dwoc nhin Masayuki ntra.

“Nhan day, t6i mudn ndi loi cdm on chau, vi da giip do Yukinari rat
nhiéu trong viéc chuan bi cho quan an ma&i.”

“Chéu c6 1am dworc gi ddu a...” Van cii mit, Shizuna ldc dau quay quiy.

“That ra, hdm tredc con da nho ¢6 &y an thir com bo bam & Azabu
Juban.” Yukinari noi.

“O! K&t qua th& nao?”

“Co6 ay khen hwong vi cac nguyén li€u phat huy rat tot. Co &'y hieu dwoc
muc dich ctia con, nén con ra't yén tam.”

“Ra la th&". Chau khong khen xa giao dd’y ch?”

“Da, khong. Chau chi néi ding suy nghi thoi.”

“Vay thi tot qud. Toi cling cho 1a n6 ¢6 th€ canh tranh v&i ngwoi ta. Ma
Saori nay...”

Nghe goi, Shizuna khong the’khong ngang 1én. C6 ¢6' thé deu tré lai,
ng6i thang lwng r'éi nhin Masayuki, “Vang?”

“Yukinari k€ 1a chau tirng dn com bo bam & mdt quan ¢6 hwong vi gidng
hét com bo bam nguyén ban nha ching t6i?”

Miit cing d¢, tim d4p loan xa, than trén dang ng'di thang ciing mudn
chao ddo, Shizuna ¢4 nin nu cwoi, “Lic 4y chdu con bé, khdng chic cé
gidng that khong nwra.”

“Quan & Yokosuka nhi, chdu c¢6 nh& dia chi hay tén quan khong?”

“Con hoi r'6i, cd 4y bao khéng nhd.” Ng'6i bén canh Shizuna, Yukinari
dap thay.



Shizuna gt dau, “Vang.”

“Chéau con an teong gi khac khong? Vi nhw, ngoai com bo bam con mén
gingon ay?”

“Ngoai com bo bam a?”

“Sao bd lai hdi chuyén nay chix?!” Yukinari phan d6i. “Lic tredc bd to
ra khong quan tdm, thé¢’ ma gio...”

“DPAu c6. BO tha’y kha hirng thd, nhung thoi, xin 16i vi ldng nhing hoi
mai.”

“HOm nay c6 &y dé€n d€ xem nha minh, c6 phai d€ van dap dau.”

“U nhi?” Masayuki gat gu, nhin Shizuna. “Xin 18i né&u 16 1am chdu
khong vui.”

“Da, khong sao.” Shizuna mim cwoi. “Lic d6 chau con nhd quéd nén
khong nh¢ 6. Ca viéc chdau bdo hwong vi com bo bam gidng nhau, ¢6 th€
chi 14 4o gidc. Chau m&i phéi xin 16i vi &n n6i dé gdy hi€u nham.”
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“Nh¢& dwore hwong vi mot mén an dau phai don gian.” Kimiko ng6i
ngoai cling, ndy gio’ van im ling nghe moi ngwoi trd chuyén, dén day xen
vao nham lam diu bau khong khi.

Masayuki xua tay, “Khong dau. Ki &rc vé hwong vi tieng ném khi con nhd
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thwong chinh xdc ba't ngo' ddy. Cho nén ngwoi ta mdi thich canh miso va
com nam me lam dén thé& chr. N&u chdu nho ra diéu gi, ¢ néi voi
Yukinari nhé. Bié€t dau c6 cdi d€ tham khao.” N6i xong, dng ta dirng 1én.
“Pugc r'oi, chdu ct ty nhién tham quan di, dit nha khong 1én lam. T6i xin
phép.”

Masayuki da di khoi ma Shizuna con chwa thoi pha’p phdng, khong hi€u
tai sao ty dwng Ong ta lai hdi chuyén nay.

“Me c6 mén qua mudn tang Saori.” Kimiko néi v&i Yukinari, giong
phan khdéi.

“Gi vay me?”

“Day.” Ba chia cho Shizuna mot chi€’c hdp vudng in logo Chanel.

Shizuna thodang nhin la biét thir gi.

“Nwdc hoa me mua h'6i di Paris nam ngodi ddy ma?”



“U, n6 d6. V& nha mé&i tha'y khong hop véi me 14m. Mui qud n'dng va
qua tré so v&oi me.”

“N6i chung la nwde hoa khdng dung dwoe chir gi?” Yukinari cweoi nhin
nhd.

“La nwdc hoa mua nhdm. Khi gdp Saori, me nghi 1a hgp. Chau nhan cho
¢6 vui nhé?” Kimiko mé nip hdp, dwa lo nuée hoa bén trong cho Shizuna.

“Qua dit th& nay, ch4u...” Shizuna dén 14y, liéc Yukinari.

“Co gilr cling khong dung d&n, lang phi 1im. Nhung c6 thich swu tAm
nuwdc hoa nén ciing khong ép chau dau. Chau thir mui xem c¢6 thich khéng.”

Shizuna xit mot it 1én cO tay trdi, xat nhe cO tay phai vao roi dwa 1én gan
mii. Hrong cam quyt ngot ngao, ding la mui chi danh cho cac c6 géi tré.

“Thom qua!” C6 budt miéng cam than.

“Pa’y! Chéu nhan nhé?”

“Co6 dwoc khong a?”

“Pugc ma! Thu that tredre khi gép chéu, c6 khong cé ¥ dinh nay dau. Co
ctr nghi con gdi ki€u gi ma lai mudn xem nha nguoi ta. Gép chau r'oi, c6
tha’y ra't vui, khdng nghi chu lai d& mé&n d&n the’. Mét nhin phu ni ctia
Yukinari cing kh4 18m!”

“Me ndi linh tinh gi vay.” Yukinari nhan nho.

“Nén la, néu chau thich thi dueng ngai.”

“Chau cam on cd. Vay chdu xin phép nhan. Chau sé dung can than.”
N4m chiit 1o nwde hoa trong tay, Shizuna cii d4u, néi 1oi cdm on tir tin ddy
1ong. C6 thure sy xtic ddng, tham chi con phai ging ngin minh trao nwdc
mét. Sao lai the’ nay? Kimiko cw xt ra't chan thanh, khién trdi tim c6 khong
khéi dao dong.

“Con dinh dan c6 4y di xem tr dau?” Kimiko hoi Yukinari.

“C6 1€ 1a twe phong nghi cho khéach. Con nghi phong d6 ¢6 gia tri tham
khdo nhat. Tiép theo 12 phong sich, va phong sudi ning.”

“Khi nao xong, goi me nhé.”

“Vang a. Chiing ta bit dau chix?”

Shizuna dép lai mét cach y&u ot, “Vang.”



Phong nghi cho khdch nim ngay bén canh tién sanh. Vira dit chan vao,
Shizuna da hi€u tai sao Yukinari bao phong nay ¢6 gia tri tham khao nhat.
K&t cd'u cua né rat ki la.

Théng tir ctra vao 1a bd sofa, st twong 12 ban trang diém thiet k& don
gidn. San gd. Vao siu trong 1a khoang san giat cAp 1én chirng vai chuc
phén, rong khoang 5 m?, trdi ba chi€c chigu céi.

“Von di 14t gbd hét, nghe néi & day tong ké giwong. Van dé 1a nguoi
Nhat di d4u ciing thich ¢6 chd dudi chén, lai ra't wa chi€u. Vi thé, b toi bao
thtr ki€u nay xem sao.”

Yukinari ng'di ghé vao chd giat ca’p, dwa tay so’ mit chi€u nhw d€ cam
nhin ti€p xuc.

Shizuna cling ng'6i xudng bén canh, “Giao thoa Tay ta day nhi?”

“T6i thay y twdng khd hay. Nho né ma t6i da c6 céi nhin khac vé bo’
minh, khong h& danh 1a m6t ngwei kinh doanh com T4y nhiéu nam. B&i vi,
ban than moén an phwong Tay ¢ Nhit ciing 1a sy giao thoa gitra am thye
Nhat Ban va am thyc phwong Tay.” Yukinari thu chan 1én chd giat cap,
ng'di x&p bang canh mot vai dung cu udng tra. “Dudi san kia 1a ¢6 noi tha't
c0 dién mang phong cach Anh qudc, con & day dat vai méon @6 dic trung
Nhat Ban. Ti€p tuc 1a y twdng cta bo toi.”

Shizuna chuyén sang ng'di quy bén canh Yukinari, “C&c cling do bd anh
chon sao?”

“Vang. Tac pham ctia mét thg’ gdm kha ndi ti€éng daYy.”

“Cho tdi xem thtr nhé?”

“Co thich @6 gdm a?”

“T6i khong am hiélt 6 gdm 14m, nhung lai ra't thich chiém ngwéng. Vi
lau 1au r'6i, téi ting hoc mot chit veé tra dao.”

“O. V&i mot ngwdi nhw ¢6 thi hoan toan c6 kha ning nay. C6 hoc
Omotesenke a?”
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“T6i hoc Urasenke a. Treong phdi danh tra sai bot 1én 4y.” Shizuna mim
cwoi kéo tui xach lai, 18y doi gang trang va xo vao.



Yukinari hodng h&t xua tay, “Khdng ¢4n, ¢im bang tay khong ciing
dwoc.”

“Thé& nay t6i yén tm hon. Téi s¢r ctr chd y d€ khong dinh dd'u van tay
ma tudt tay 1am vo @6 thi khé xir 14m.” N6i doan, Shizuna viron tay cAm
cdc tra Ién xem. T4t nhién, c6 khong bi€t gi vé d6 gdm hay tra dao, c6 chi
tirng doc sach d€ di lra dan 6ng thdi. C6 mudn dang hoang mang gang tay
ma khong s¢ Yukinari nghi ngo’ nén m&i vién c& xem cdc udng tra.

“T61 rat mudn gap b6 me Saori mot [an cho bi€t.”

Shizuna ngac nhién ngang Ién nhin anh, “Tai sao a?”

“T6i khong cé y gi dau. Téi chi to mo, khong biét ho 1am cach ma nudi
dwong duegc mot cd gai nhw ¢6. Trén doi nay ¢ ai tinh t& nhw ¢6 dau. Nha't
1a, theo nhw t6i tha'y, c6 khong hé lam mau, hanh déng ctr chi luén hét sirc
te nhién. That ddng ngwong mo.”

“Anh qua khen. Lam t6i xau ho, suyt ntra tudt tay.” Shizuna dat c6c vé
chd ci.

“T6i that long daYy.”

“Anh dwng n6i vay.” Shizuna Iui lai chi€u ng'6i, vin mang géng tay, tom
18y tai xach. “Ti€p theo anh cho td1 xem phong nao a?”

“A, chiing ta sang phong swdi ning nhé.” Yukinari ding 1én.

Shizuna di theo Yukinari, tAm trf chim d&m trong suy tw phitc tap. Co
nghi, ngwdi nay that khong cé mat nhin nguwdi. Anh ta tin si c& 101 nguy
bi€n vEé vi€éc mang gdang tay, va ty tao mot Takamine Saori theo ¥ minh. Anh
ta cho rang ting hanh déng, ct chi cia ¢6 déu hét strc ty nhién m&i bu'don
cwoi chir! Trong khi ¢d van ludn lo s¢, liéu vé kich minh dang dién c¢6 16
qué khong?

Mat khac, ¢6 ra't vui vi dwoec anh khen. Dit thdn phdn nay la gid, nhwng
it ra, hién tai anh dang dé’y dén minh... M&i nghi the ma tim ¢6 da loan
nhip.

Lic nhén 1o nwdc hoa ctia Kimiko, ¢6 cling ¢6 cam giac twong te. Hom
nay la Ian dau, dong thoi 1a Ian cudi ho gdp nhau, nén cd cho rang ba danh
gid minh ra sao déu khong thanh van dé. The&’ ma nghe Kimiko n6i “Gap
chéu, co thd’y ra't vui,” Shizuna van xdc dong tw tin ddy long, va cuc ki
tham thia cdi cam gidc me rudt ctia Togami Yukinari da tdng qua cho minh.



Tuy nhién, c¢d budc phai phan bodi ho. D 1a viéc ¢an lam, ¢d van rat dau
long.

Phong swrdi ning ndm k& bén phong nghi cho khéch, chi cich mot canh
ctra treot. Kéo cira ra 1a khong gian rong hon 80 m?. Ba mit phong déu tr&
ctra sO lon, ¢d ca cira ra veeon.

“Nghe néi tredre day chd ndy tieng 1a phong vé.” Yukinari néi. “Chu cii
dam mé hdi hoa, thich v€ dwdi anh sang ty nhién, nén mai thi€t k& mot can
phong ngip ning thé nay.”

Tan hwdng 4nh ning tir hwéng TAy Nam roi xudng san nha, Shizuna khé
thot, “Am qua!” O day hau nhw khong bay bién d6 ndi tha't gi, goc trong co
c¢au thang, bén trén 1 ciin gac rong khoang 3 m?.

“C0 nghi trén d6 ¢6 gi?” Dai theo hwdng nhin ctia Shizuna, Yukinari hoi
v&i doi mét 14p 14nh.

“T6i khong biét. Khong phai gac ltrng sao?”

“Chung ta 1én xem thit nhé.” Yukinari sai buwdc dé&n chd cau thang. Khi
dat chan 1én bac thang dau tién, anh ngodi lai. “Co6 lai day di, dwng ngai.”

Shizuna thodng do dy r6i lam theo. Prng trén bac thang, Yukinari chia
tay cho anh. Shizuna lién dwa ban tay trdi van x6 ging ra, vira budc 1én ciu
thang vira cam nhan hoi m cua Yukinari lan sang minh qua 1op gang. Trén
gdc Itng 12 ban nhé va kinh vién vong. Shizuna nguwrdc nhin trfan nha va vo
1€. Ngay bén canh la ctra s tran kha 1on.

“Tw day c6 th€ nhin kha bao quat bau troi dém.” Yukinari n6i.

“Anh thich ngdm sao a?”

“Do anh hudng ctia b6 tdi ddy. B6' ¢6 dam mé v&i thién van hoc 1au r'oi,
tir nhd to6i da thieong dwoe bd” dan di xem. Chd nay ciing do bd’ thiét k&',
Gan day khong thd'y bd ngim sao nira, c6 the vi tudi tic ma bd so leo
thang.” N6i doan, anh nhin Shizuna va nghiéng d4u thic mic. “Chiém tinh
hoc kha thinh hanh v&i cac ¢6 gai, con thién van hoc thi cac ¢6 khdng hirng
thd 18m nhi?”

Yukinari nhic d&n sao 1am mot ki niém trdi day trong Shizuna. C6 budt
miéng, “Trudc diy, toi ting di ngdm mua sao bing Sw Tt day.”

Yukinari ngac nhién, “Vay u?”



“H6i t6i hoc cap hai co. Trwede d6 rat 1au, to6i con di xem muwa sao bang
Anh Tién nwa.”

Yukinari ngwdng mo nhin c6, 1ic dau, “N6i chuyén véi cd nhiéu ba't ngor
that. Thién van ma cd con hi€u bi€t nhw vay, that khong twdng twong ndi.”

“Pau cg, tdi khong bi€t gi vEé thién vin cd. Chang qua, ban ri nén tdi di
xem cung.”

“That thu vi! C6 c6 thd’y sao bang khong?”

“Tiéc 1a hom &Yy troi mwa. My nim sau, ching tdi lai cling di ngdm
mua sao bang Sw T.”

That ra, T4n du tién di ngdm sao bing, Shizuna da ngt thiép di trwede khi
troi mwa. Lic thirc gid'c thi thd'y minh dang & mét noi la hoac, sau d6 biét
tin b6 me bi sat hai. Chuyén da qua nghi lai nhe &c mdng, Shizuna ldc dau
that manh, ¢6 xua manh ki rc nay ra khéi dau. Gio’ khong phai ldc nghi toi
nhung chuyén vo nghia.

Khong nhén ra sy kho s& cia 6, Yukinari ngwdc nhin ctra sO tran, mim
cwoi, “H6i nhd t6i cling hay xem sao bang lam. Vao ngay dat cuc dai, toi
thirc d€n nira dém, mdt tay cAm mdy tinh d€ tinh s6” sao bang, mdt tay ghi
lai k&€t qua vao s6. N6i m&i nhé, gan day khong con xem nira. Phai r'oi,
mua he sang nam chiing ta cing di xem sao bang nhé?” Vui vé dé nghi
xong anh m&i gidt minh nho ra, “A, lam sao cing xem dwoc nira.”

Shizuna mim cwoi, gat dau. CO nhan thad’y vé mat minh dang ra’t buon.
Co6 buon thyce su, khong hé dien.

“Co di Canada thi s& c6 nhiéu co’ hoi ngdm sao 1dm.” Yukinari lai né nu
cwoi. “Ching ta xudng thoi. Can than dwdi chan nhé.”

Xudng hét thang, Yukinari 1i€n n61 mudn cho cd xem phong séch,
“Trwdc day 1a phong cho nguoi gidp viéc. Cha cii tieng thué ngwoi gitp
viéc an & tai nha. Gia dinh t6i khong can phong nhw vay, nén da stra thanh
phong sach.”

Hai ngwoi quay lai tién sanh, bang qua phong khéch, di t&i cudi hanh
lang rdng, bén trai c6 mot canh cra. Yukinari m¢ ctra, mot hanh lang hep
hién ra.

“Canh ctra nay tredc day la twong, twe trong nha khong thé di thang sang
phong nguwoi gitp viéc, nhwng khi Iam phong doc sach thi d€ thé” s€ ba't tién



18m.”

Bén phai hanh lang hep la ctra treegt. Yukinari mé cira, bat den. Vwra dat
chan vao phong, Shizuna da mé to mét. Phong chi ching 15 m?, twong
cling chinh 1a gia sach, sach v tai liéu ken day & tieng ngan, hdu nhw
khong c6 khe hé. Shizuna ngac nhién bat thot, “Oa, mat twong sira thanh
gia sach hét a?”

“Khong phai dau.” Yukinari ddp. “Heé gid nay c6 tw triede r'oi, 1a chd
nguwoi gitp viée ci't ¢6 dung sinh hoat va quan do. Gidng ti twong bay gio
ay. Chung t6i chi can thi€p chut it d€ lam gid sich thoi. Vi la td nén do ndng
sau khong dong nha't, dung thw lai tha’y rat tién. B6 va téi déu thich.”

Shizuna gt gii ti€n vao, ludt mat nhin khip phong, y dinh cang dworc
cung cd’, “Nhiéu sach that, nha't [a sich ndu an.”

“S§ it 1a cua tdi, con da s6 do bd toi swu tam tw thoi tré. CO 1€ toan bd
sach lién quan dén nd'u an trén doi déu nam & day da’y. Swu tap nhi€u vay
thoi, chir toi khong bi€t khi nao mdi nd'u hét.” Yukinari cweoi méo xéch.

R&1i khoi phong sach, Yukinari dwa Shizuna di xem phong tdm va bon
rira mét, nhiét tinh giai thich cach cai tao thi€t k& phwong Tay sao cho pht
hop v&i 161 sinh hoat ctia ngwoi Nhat. Tuy nhién Shizuna chi nghe cau
dwoc cau chang, vi ¢d con ban tim thoi cor.

Ho vira quay ra hanh lang thi thd’y Kimiko xua't hién tw phia d6i dién.

“Van chwra xong hd?” Ba hoi.

“Khong a, hom hom r6i1.”

“Vay, minh di udng tra nhé? Saori chic mét roi.”

“Ciing phai. Ching ta di th6i.” Yukinari nhin Shizuna.

“Xin 101, toi xin phép diing nhor nha vé sinh mot ldc dworc khong a?”

“A, ta't nhién. C6 biét nha vé sinh & dau chwa?”

“T6i biét r'oi. Anh voi ¢d ¢t ra tredre di a.” Yukinari git dau, cling
Kimiko di qua hanh lang.

D¢i me con ho khud't dang, Shizuna m&i quay gét, mé canh cira bén
canh, im lim lu6n vao hanh lang hep, lai mé canh ctra treg't sang phong
sdch. Co m¢ tdi, can than tho tay van deo ging 14’y cudn sd dung trong bao
nhwa, mét liéc gid sach. Ban ndy c6 di xdc dinh s& gidu & ngin thap nhat,



vi cho rang dudi chan s& khé bi d€'y. Dudi niy c6 mot cudn sach khé day,
nhan dé Cdc mon dn gia dinh trén thé gioi. Shizuna nhét cudn s6 vao bén
canh, c& day that sau d€ & ngoai nhin qua khong tha’y né ntra.

Xong xudi, Shizuna nhanh chéng roii phong sach, vira ra hanh lang thi
dung phai Yukinari.

“0, sao coO lai...?””

“Ngai qua, toi di lac.”

Yukinari bat cwoi ha ha, “T6i bi€t ngay ma. Nha vé sinh bén nay co.”

Shizuna di theo Yukinari, v0i vang nhét bao nhya 18 16 vao tui xach.

Sau khi udng tra Nhat & phong khach, Kimiko nhiét tinh moi moc, “Pang
nao cling d&€n day roi, chau & lai an tdi luén nhé?” Shizuna twr chdi.
Yukinari ti€n cd ra cong, taxi anh goi cho cd da cho san bén ngoai.

“Xin 16i ¢d nhé, me toan néi mi’y chuyén lam ¢d khé xt...”

“Khdng sao dau a. To6i méi 1a ngwoi lam phién gia dinh ma. Gia toi
khong ban viéc khac thi tot bi€t bao.”

“Xem chirng me thich c6 1dm. N&u duoc, trude khi di Canada, mdi co
lai dén cho1 nhé?”

Nhin 4nh mét chan thanh cia Yukinari, Shizuna kh& git dau.

“To1 s€ lién lac lai sau.” Anh ndi.

Shizuna dap vang, va budc 1én xe. Cho tai x& biét di€m dén xong, cd cui
d4u chao Yukinari, va d€ tranh tw din vit vi nhin anh, xe 14n banh cé mé&i
ngang mat 1€n, r'oi 18y dién thoai goi cho Taisuke.

“Sao r'oi?” Pau diy bén kia 14p tirc bit mdy, giong Taisuke lo 1dng vang
1én.

“Rat thuan lgii. C6 mot phong sach nén em gidu vao dé. Sudn sé.”

Ti€ng thé phao nhe nhdm vong sang, “Vay la on r'oi. Moi viéc da xong.”

“I\J', xong. Ta't ca k&t thic.”

“Phai u6ng mung thoi. VE ngay nhé!”

“Um.” Shizuna tit mdy, hit mot hoi that sdu va nhim mét lai.



Koichi thé phao khi nghe Taisuke bdo tin. Cu6n so da lot dwoe vao phong
sach nha Togami. Moi sy ti€n tri€n that hoan hao.

“Khong ho'la Shi, né lam ra't t6t! Em cr lo né sé do dw vi Yukinari co,
nhung né da veot qua dwoc. Gio em di d6n né roi vé ngay. Pa 1au ba anh
em khong uéng v&i nhau, hdm nay phai lam vai ly chic mung chir nhi?”
Giong Taisuke day hao hirng.

Koichi din em di dwong cah than, roi tit mdy, ng'di khoanh tay & ban
may tinh. Gio’ phai lam cach nao d€ canh sat phat hién ra cudn s6. D6 1a di
vat ciia b, 1a cudn sO ghi cong thirc nd'u an Koichi mang theo khi roi khoi
ngdi nha sinh ra va Ion 1€n. Trong s ¢6 ca cach ndu com bo bam doc nhat
vo nhi, v&i hwong vi da han sau vao ki tc Taisuke va Shizuna.

Koichi cho ring, néu thi'y nd, canh st nhat dinh s& bit Masayuki. TAt
nhién, Masayuki s€ phd nhan, khiang khang chdi 1a khdng nhé gi, nhwng
Ong ta s€ rovi vao th€ ba't lgri thoi. Con viée chirng minh cudn so kia 1a do
Ariake Yukihiro viét thi ra't don gian, chi can ndu com bo bam theo cong
thirc trong so'1a s€ lam sang td mdt diéu, nd gidng hét mén an noi ti€ng cha
Togami-tei.

Canh st sé truy ciru xem Masayuki 14y cudn s& bang cdch nao. TAt
nhién Masayuki khong tra 1o dwge, vi 6ng ta khdng bi€t. Nhwng canh sat
s& khong tin, va dwa ra k&t luan hop 1y nhat, ring 6ng ta di trom di tir hién
trrong vu an. Da'u vén tay trén dong h'd vang s€ cung ¢4 thém cho k&t ludn
nay. Masayuki s& sitng so thic méc, bj bt ma khong hiél tai sao toi dc che
gid'u su6t mwoi bdn ndm troi ty dwng lai bai 16. C6 th€ 6ng ta nhin ra minh
bi gai biy, nhung khong 1am gi dworc nia.

Tuy th&, ra't it kha ning Masayuki ty thid. D bing chitng so' s& ma 6ng
ta mOt myc phil nhan, vién ki€m sdt van khong thé khéi t&'. Moi viéc con
lai, danh trong cdy vao canh sat, Koichi ty nha. Chiing t6i da don dwong
dén tdn ddy roi, mong cdc ong tim cho ra vdt chirng. Khuén mat
Kashiwabara ba't than hi€n 1€n trong dau anh.

Pung lic ndy, dién thoai d€ tred'c mit bdng d6 chudng. Koichi nhin man
hinh va giat minh. Khong ngo' Kashiwabara goi dén that. Koichi nha'n nit
nhin, “Alo.”



“Koichi a? To61 1a Kashiwabara.”

“Chdu biét a. Cé ti€n tri€n gi m&i ha chi?” Theo dong suy nghi ndy gio,
Koichi budt miéng hoi.

“T6i c¢6 chuyén mudn néi day. Gio’ chau & nha khong?”

“Dacd.”

“Gdp nhau chit nhé? C& muoi phit thoi.”

“Da dwgc. Gap o dau?”

“Toi qua chd chdu. Toi dang & gan d6.”

“Gi co?” Koichi tha’y rd m0 hoi lanh tua ra.

“T6i c6 chit viéc & khu 14n cén. Gio' & ngay canh chung cw nha chau.
Can ho cta chau s6" 305 phai khong nhi?”

Koichi ding bat diy, ngé qua ctra s6. Khong thd’y bong dang
Kashiwabara dudi duwong, “Nha ctra chdu bira bon, ban 14m chd oi...”

Kashiwabara khé cwoi, “Chu chau véi nhau, ngai gi! Hay chau khong
thich cho canh séat vao nha?”

“Khong phai. Vay chud dgi mot 1at.”

Cup may xong, Koichi goi ngay cho Taisuke nhwng cau khong nhén dién.
Cuoc goi chuyén d&n hop thw thoai. Koichi toan d& lai 1¢i nhin thi chudng
ctra vang 1én. Sau do la ti€ng go ctra, giong Kashiwabara vong vao, “Koichi
oi!”

Koichi gidt minh. Nao phai & canh chung cw, Kawashibara & sat can hd
ctia anh lu6én. Khong con thoi gian d€ lién lac véi hai dira em, Koichi mé td
quan 40, ném lén giwong chiéc tdi Prada da chuah bi sin cho nhitng treong
hop thé nay. My pham va phu kién bén trong tran ra ngoai. Ti€p theo, anh
ma tu giay & ctra, 18y doi xang dan nir ra, va ca't doi giay th€ thao cta
Taisuke vao.

Lai mdt ti€ng gb ctra, “Koichi oi!”

Koichi bat cong tic gidu phia sau ti gidy réi mdi mé ctra. Kashiwabara
xua't hién trong chi&c do khodc nau nhat, khé gio tay chao, “Hé! Xin 16i
chéu vi dén hoi dot ngdt.”

“Khong sao a. Nhwwng ma nha chau thyc sy ra't bira bon da’y.”



“Purng lo! T6i c6 d&n d€ ki€m tra né€p s6ng cua chau dau.” Kashiwabara
buwde vao va 1ap tiee nhin thd'y doi xang dan. Ong khong néi gi, nhung vao
han trong nha, thay hai chi€c giwong, dng 1ién héi, “Khong phai chau sdng
mot minh sao?”

“Khong phai chau sdng thit hay gi dau.” Koichi néi. “Thinh thodng cd
ban ghé qua ngti nho thoi.”

“Vay ma chau mua thém giwong a?”

“Ttr tredre da 6 sdn hai givong roi a. Ban dau chdu thué cin nay cling
thang ban than. Hai thang déu lwong beo nén khong ty gdnh dworc tién
nha.”

“Thing ban gio & dau?”

“N6 18y vo nén chuyén ra ngoai roi. N6 mua givong doi, d€ giwong nay
lai day.” Koichi vira néi vira nhét ddng my pham cung phu kién vao lai
trong tdi Prada. “Nha hoi nho, chid ¢ ng'6i dau d6 di a.”

Kashiwabara nhin quanh roi quy€t dinh ng61 canh chi€c ban thap, “Sao
chdu khong cwdi ¢6 ban di?”

Koichi cudi gwong, lic dau, “Bon chdu déu chuwa tinh d&n cudi hdi.”

“Co &y bao nhiéu tudi?”

“23... A khong, hinh nhw 24. Bon chdu quen bi€t m&i non nira nam.”
Koichi 18y chai tra 6 long trong td lanh, rét ra hai coc.

“Ntra nam thi chwa tinh t&i cwedi hoi ciing phai.” Kashiwabara chi y nhin
quanh nhw ra soat.

Trong nha khong con thir gi cho thd’y Taisuke cling s6ng & diy. Anh em
Koichi da thdng nha't nhw the tir khi bat dau theo ngh€ Iwva dao. Gia st
Taisuke bi canh sat truy lung, Koichi chi viéc chdi rang minh khong lién lac
voi em trai, khong bi€t tung tich né & dau 1a xong. Koichi khong muén cho
canh sdt bi€t minh & cing em trai va van theong xuyén gdp em gdi. Anh
gid'u nhem ngay ca v&i Kashiwabara. Tt tree d€n nay, anh van khong
mudn d€ hai dira em ti€p xdc v&i canh sat.

“Chu bao ¢é chuyén mudn néi?” Koichi dat cdc tra 6 long xudng truedc
mdt Ong.

Kashiwabara cam on va nhap mdt ngum, “Sau hdm d6, chau da gap em
trai chwa?”



Koichi tham than, bi€t ngay ma, “Chau lién lac r'6i, n6 chwa phan h'6i.”

“Céau 2y song t6t khong nhi...”

Koichi tram ngam, “N¢ 16ng bong 14m, nén chdu khong nghi n6 chju lam
viéc chiim chi dau. Vi chuyén nay ma chau méng né, xong né cat dit lién
lac v&i chau ludn. C6 khi né dang nghi, gap nhau lai phai nghe cau nhau &y
chi.”

“Tw nhd chau da thanh ngwoi gidm ho cac em roi con gi.” Kashiwabara
ndi v&i giong ngdm nguii.

“Cén loi khai lam chirng ctia n6 ha chi?” Koichi hai.

“C6 th€ s ¢in. Van chwra k&t luin dworc gi.”

“Hom trude chd bao diéu tra da ¢ chit tién trién. Tién trién thé nao a?”

Kashiwabara nhan mat, khé “I\J'” mot ti€ng, “Sy that 1a da thu thap dwoc
kha khd manh md&i, va dya vao dd'y ma ti€n hanh diéu tra, nhing mai van
khong tim ra bang chitng quyét djnh. Du sao cling dd muwdi bon nim troi
quaroi.”

“Tim dworec do1 tweong tinh nghi roi a?”

Kashiwabara kh6 nhoc git dau, “Van & mirc do tinh nghi thoi. Ching t61
chwa I'an ra m&i lién hé gitra ngwoi nay voi bo cac chdu. N6i thang ra la
dang 1am vao thé bi.”

“N&u c6 d6i treong tinh nghi, sao cdc chid khong khdm nha hin?”

“Kham nha?” Anh mit Kashiwabara tré nén nghiém tic. “Tai sao?”

“Nh& dau hin dang gid'u mot thix gi lién quan d&n 4n mang, tim ra né 1a
moi viéc sang td, khong phai sao?”

Nghe Koichi néi, Kashiwabara nhin anh chim chdm bang 4nh mét séc
lem. Nhung ra't nhanh, 4nh mét 6ng dju lai, miéng nhé&ch 1én. “Ngay sau 4n
mang thi may ra, cht d&n gio’ nay, td6i nghi hung thi khong con gitr thir gi
c6 th€ tré thanh bang ching két toi hin dau. Hén x 1y né tir 1au roi &y
chi.”

“Nho khong the xi 1y thi sao? Vi nhw mot vat ra't gia tri d6i voi hung
tha.”

“Gi4 tri? Y chdu 1a mot thi dit tién?”



“Khong han... Chang phai d61 véi mdi ngwedi, gid tri cia mot vat sé khéc
nhau sao a. C6 treong hop, voi ngeoi nay chi la rac redi, voi ngeoi khac
lai hét strc quan trong. Chau nghi, c6 kha nang hung thi da trdm di mot thie
na na nhw the"”

Kashiwabara van luong Iy. Ong hirm mot tiéng that dai va nghiéng dau
suy ngam.

Koichi ndn néng. Viéc diéu tra lai c6 nguy co dinh tré, canh sét s€ dwa ra
1y do khdng nim duwoc bang ching x4dc d4dng nén khong th€ hanh ddng tich
cuc hon. Koichi khit mili that manh, r'6i néi, “Lan tredc gdp nhau, chd hoi
chdu c6 bi€t quan com Tay Togami-tei khong nhi?”

Kashiwabara ngang dau l1én, “Chdu nho ra gi a?”

“Khong phai. Chi 1a, chau to mo nén da ty tim hi€u.”

“Chéu thoi ngay nhé! Chiing toi da néi chwa di bing chitng két luan
quan dn nay lién quan d&€n an mang, ctr giao viéc diéu tra cho canh sat r'oi
ma.” Gipng Kashiwabara nhw khién trach Koichi lam viéc thura thai.

“Chau khong lam gi ghé gm ca. Chi 1én mang tim hi€u, dé€n an thir xem
no6 thé nao thoi.”

Nghe Koichi gidi thich, Kashiwabara vin khong thoi bAt man, “D€ duworc
gi chtr! HE can chéu gidp do, toi sé bdo. Pung di qué gidi han.”

“Chau bi€t ma. Chau khong dinh can tr¢ cong tac diéu tra, nhwng chau
mudn néi v&i chid vé an twong khi dn & Togami-tei.”

“An twong gi?” Anh méit Kashiwabara ddy ngd virc. “Chéu phat hién ra
diéu gi a?”

“Chau da an thir com bo bam & quan chinh bén Yokohama. Va chau thay
hwong vi giong 14m.”

“Gidng cai gi?7”

“Gi6ng hwong vi nha chau, gidng com bo bam bd chau ting na'u.
Khoéng phdi gidng hoan toan, chau nghi n6é da dwoc di€u chinh chait it.”
Koichi khong néi doi, anh da dén Togami-tei an thir, du thye t&'1a hwong vi
& quan chinh vAn mang hwong vi nguyén ban cua Ariake, chwra hé diéu
chinh.

“Y chéu 13, quin nha chdu va Togami-tei lién quan v&i nhau, thong qua
com bo bam?” Kashiwabara hoi.



“Priing th&". Ma ciing c6 th€ 1a tai chau ca nghi qua.”
“Hum... com bo bam a..” Kashiwabara nhin van vo’ 1én khong trung.

Koichi chye néi, bi€t dau trong nha Masayuki dang gid'u cdng thirc cia
Ariake. Nhwng ta't nhién, anh phai kim lai.

Taisuke don Shizuna ngay canh ga Tokyo, sau d6 lai xe van vé chung cu &
Monzennakacho. Shizuna ng'6i & ghé€ phu 1ai, im 1ang nhin ra ctra so.

“Gi ma mat may 0 ri vay?! Néu da hoan thanh k& hoach, may phai vui
vé 1én chir.” Taisuke néi trong lic 14i xe.

“Em chi hoi mét thoi. Tra tron vao hang 6 ké dich thi mét la ta't nhién
ma.” Shizuna u€ oai dap.

“Ciing diing. Tao chi lo may con vedng méic trong long.”

“Vudng mic gi. Em néi roi, ti't ca da két thdc.”

Taisuke 4m w, khong nghi ra loi nao d€ xua di bau khong khi gwong gao
nay. Qua nhién Shizuna dang ra't kho s¢. Taisuke hi€u tim trang c6. Khong
con co hdi gdp lai ngwdi minh thich, chwra k& phéi gai by do tdi cho gia
dinh nguoi ta, ai ma vui noi.

Pau xe & bai r'o6i, Taisuke va Shizuna cuing vao chung cw, 1én cau thang
dén tang ba. Shizuna im lim sudt doc dwong, nhwng vira dwng lai treedre can
305, ¢6 voi giw tay Taisuke ding Idc cu 18y chia khéa trong tdi dinh tra
vao 0.

Taisuke toan hdi “May 1am gi vay,” 1ién tha'y Shizuna lic dau v&i minh,
dwa ngoén trd 1€n moi ra hi€u im lang, tay con lai chi 1€n phia trén cira.

Taisuke ngudc nhin va sirng s6't. Pén canh bao ¢ hat gao dang bat sang.
Cau nin thd nhin lai Shizuna. Hai anh em khé git dau v&i nhau r'oi rén rén
quay ra.

“Thd vi d@’y.” Kashiwabara n6i v&i vé tram ngam. “Con trai dau b&p cé
khdc. Mit nhin that tinh twong... A, phai néi 12 lwdi ném that tinh twong



m&i ding. Hrong vi com bo bim giong nhau a...” Loi 18 bon cot, anh mét
lai hét strc nghiém tdc.

“Piéu nay c6 giup dworc gi cho cong tac diéu tra khong chi?” Koichi héi.

“Noi sao nhi, hwong vi thi hoi mang tinh cha quan, nén...”

“Hwong vi duwoc quy€t dinh bdi cach chon nguyén liéu va quy trinh ché&’
bi€n. N&u hwong vi giéng nhau, chau nghi phai ¢6 mdi lién hé & day. Cung
mot mén, hreong vi & mdi quan lai mot khac, vi ngwoi ta déu c6 bi quyét
riéng, phan quan trong nha't luén dwoc gitr bi mat tuyét d6i. Chau nghi
phéan nay phai gid'ng nhau thi hwong vi m&i gidng nhau.” Koichi ty y thirc
dwoc minh dang qué d, nhung anh bit budc phdi goi ¥ cho Kashiwabara
bang moi gid.

Kashiwabara khoanh tay, cham rai git dau, “Hi€u r'6i. T6i tam thoi ghi
nhén. C4 th€ s€ ¢an tdi.”

V¢ lueong Iy cua dng canh sat khién Koichi dién ti€t, nhung dao sau hon
nira s€ rat nguy hieém.

“Tuy nhién... N6i ra thi bing gidi nwde lanh vao y kién ctia chau, hiém
ndi toi thyee s bin khodn, khong biét cudc diéu tra hién tai ¢6 di ding
hwong hay khong.”

Koichi cau may, “Y chd 1a sao a?”

“T6i ndi la da tim thdy manh m&i. Su6t mwoi b6n nam rong, canh sat
khong phat hién ra ba't ki thir gi dinh dang dén vu an, vy ma gan diy bang
chirng lai lién ti€p xud't hién mot cach hét stre tinh cor. Ching téi mung ror
m¢ lai h'6 so. Van d€ 1a trong qua trinh diéu tra, t6i lai ngo ngo, liéu cac
bang chirng c6 thye sy dang tin?”

Koichi cudi gwong 1dc dau, biét rd co' mit minh dang cing cu’ng, “Chu
né6i gi la vay! Toan bd bang chitng déu do canh sit tim thay ma? Chang 1€
ba't ngor xud't hién nhan chirng m¢i?”

“Pung 1a canh sat tim thd’y. Chau biét Hagimura nhi? C6 thir con do
chinh céu ay tim dvoc.”

“Chd dang nghi ngo’ dd tin cdy cta nhitng bing chitng do chinh minh
phat hién? That vo 1y.”

“Chéu néi ding. Nhuwng néu nghi ngo chinh qud trinh tim ra bang ching
thi sao? T6i cho rang, nhiéu kha ning canh sit dang bi dit miii.”



Kashiwabara néi ra't than nhién, Koichi lai @6 m6 hoi, ngwoi néng hét ca
1én, “Ai dan dit co?”

“T6i khong biét. C6 the' 1a ngwoi lién quan d€n vu dn, c6 the don gian 1a
mot ké pha hoai cho vui. Du sao ciing khong the’ loai bo khd ning nay.”
Kashiwabara nhin chim cham vao mét Koichi.

Cam nhan dwoc 4nh mit mudn soi thau ndi tim minh, Koichi rd't mudn
ngodnh miit di, c6 diéu gio’ ma 1am the 12 mA't ca chi 1an chai. Anh c6 géng
kim lai. “Tai sao chud nghi thé€? Can ctr vao dau, c¢6 ly do chinh dang nao
khong a?”

“Can ctr vao dau a... Noi that 1a khd mo h'o. T6i chi dwya vao kinh
nghiém va tric gidc thoi. NGi ra thi thi€u siee thuyét phuc, nhiwng manh moi
thi nhau xué't hién ngay triede khi hét thoi hiéu t6” tung, toi thd'y dang ngo
18m.”

Piing 13 khong thuyét phuc! Koichi van c& ging gitr ty chli d& khoi 16 ra
bi€u hién ba't thwong.

“Bén canh do, xét cho cling, ching ta ¢an vat chirng” Kashiwabara noi.
“Céac bang chirng tim thay cho t&i gior, ba't k€' 1a that hay gia, déu chwa da
d& xin 1&nh bét ai. Phai c6 bang chitng ma'u chdt kia. Tinh ra, ngay ca 161
khai ctia em chau cling khong th€ tré thanh y&u t& quyét dinh.”

Koichi ngac nhién mé to mét, “Tai sao? Em chdu tirng bét gip hung thi,
vay ma loi khai cfia n6 lai khong dwoe xem la bﬁng ching?”

“Tai 14u qud r'oi. N&u ké tinh nghi chdng ché rang ngudi gidng ngudi,
chiing t6i cling bé tay. Mudn két toi ai déu phai ¢6 vat chirng khach quan,
cu the.” Kashiwabara li€c dong h'6 deo tay va dirng day. “Xin 161 vi lam
phién vao lic chau ban. H6m nay ¢6 ban chau khong t&i a?”

“A, chic 1a khong a.”

“Ti€c qua. Toi da hi vong ngdi cho' mot ldc thi sé gdp cd &Yy, vy ma...”
Ra ctra, mang giay xong, Kashiwabara ngodi lai nhin Koichi. “Khoéng nén
rang buéc mai véi tham kich qué khir. T6i bi€t minh néi gi cling vo ich,
nhwng chéu con tré, van nén nghi vé twong lai.”

“Chd n6i ding.” Koichi ddp. “Chi néi gi di nira, chdu van khong lam
dwore. Phai giai quyét xong xudi, chdu mdi ¢ th€ nghi t&i twong lai.”

Kashiwabara thé dai cwoi gwong, “Panh chiu, biét sao gio.”



“Viéc diéu tra nho ca vao chd.” Koichi cdi dau kinh can.

Tién Kashiwabara vé xong, Koichi nim xuéng giwdng, nhé lai cudc néi
chuyén vwa r'6i. Nhiéu khd ndng cdnh sdt dang bi dat miii. .. Koichi chua
tirng ngo’ rang s€ ¢6 ngwoi suy nghi nhw the'. Anh chi don gian nhén dinh,
hé tim dwgc bang chirng lién quan dén vu an, du 1a gi di nira, canh sat sé
dd’c long di€u tra.

Kashiwabara chwa c6 cén ctr r6 rang ma da nhin thdu ban cha't sy viéc,
chi bang kinh nghiém va tryc giac. Pung 1a 130 lang, khong thé xem
thwong.

Ong dang nghi Koichi 12 k& dan du canh sit ching? Cho nén hom nay
ong m¢i dich than dén tn noi d€'ki€m tra phan tng ctia anh. Chac chan
ong khong thu dwgc bang chirng xac thye nao. Koichi ty tin minh khong hé
de’10 so hé. Van dé bay gio 1a chi ¢6 Kashiwabara nghi ngo’ cac bang
chirng thu dwoee, hay ngwoi khac cling vay? Néu chi huy cude diéu tra cling
dong y voi Kashiwabara, tirc 12 k& hoach cua Koichi dang dan pha san.
Chwa k€ md'i quan tdm ctia nhom di€u tra s€ chia v€ hudng ké nao va & dau
da c6 tinh can thi€p, qua’y rdi cOng viéc cua canh sat.

Loi néi cua Kashiwabara ldc roi di lai vang vong bén tai Koichi. Phéi
ching sau khi nhin thd'u ta't ca, 6ng dang ngdm khuyén anh ding hanh dong
vO ich ntra! Cang nghi cang thdy bi don vao duwong cung, Koichi 6m dau,
tran troc tré minh. Lic nay ¢ ti€ng mé khéa. Koichi giat minh ng'6i day.

Crtra tw te mo ra, Taisuke tho dau nhin vao, khé hoi, “Em vao dwoc
ch?”

“U,” Koichi xudng khoi giwong, “Hai dira nhin thd’y dén canh bdo ha?”

“Suyt chiit nira em m¢& ctra r'oi. May ma Shi phat hién kip.”

Shizuna di vao ngay sau Taisuke. Co van in ban nhw liic ra khdi nha
Yukinari.

“Kashiwabara dén.” Koichi ke

“R01 sao?” Taisuke ba't an.

“Ong 4%y hdi anh lién lac dwoc voi may chwa. Anh bdo van chwa.”

“Con gi nra? Ong 2y ¢ ndi gi vE tinh hinh diéu tra khong?”

“Noi 1a d&n gio’ van chwra tim dwgec bang chirng mang tinh quyét dinh.
Can phai c6 vat chirng.”



“Vay thi ngon! Nay em bao qua di€n thoai ro1 dd'y, Shi da hoan thanh
nhiém vu. K& hoach c6ng thirc nd'u dn thanh c6ng.”

Koichi git dau, nhin Shizuna, “Shi gidi 1dm! VAt va cho em qua!”

“Va't va gi!” Shizuna nhudn vai. “Ciing khong kh6 khian hon may vu
triedre. Chi can tim cor hoi gai s6 vao. Dé hon nhi€u so v&i di Iwa tién &y
chi.”

Koichi dau long khi nhin Shizuna c¢& t6 ra manh mé&. HoOm nay cd trang
di€m nha nhan hon moi khi, vé mat khong twoi tan nhw thwong 1€.

“Gio’ chi cho canh sat dén sodt nha ntra thoi.” Trdi vori Shizuna, Taisuke
ra't phan khéi. “Dén gio’, moi chuyén van dién bién theo k& hoach ctia anh
hai”

Koichi ¢ nin ra mot nu cwoi, “U.” Anh khong the td ra ba't an tred'c mit
hai dira em.

Pang dinh cam cdc bia twoi thi thd'y Kashiwabara xua't hién & ctra quan,
Hagimura voi gio’ tay 1€n ra hiéu.

Kashiwabara chao hdi va ng'6i xudng doi dién, cam khan vai wot lau mat
va tay, roi goi mot coc bia two'i.

“HOm nay anh di dau a?” Hagimura hoi.

“T6i 1én Tokyo, don dep mot vu 16ng ga vo tdi dang xau hd thoi. Cling
khong th€ chim chim mii vio mot vu sip hét thoi higu.”

Bia ctia Kashiwabara dwgc mang ra. Hai ngwoi im lang cham co'c.

“Bén cau thé' nao? C6 ti€n trien gi khong?” Kashiwabara hoi.

Hagimura chi bi€t nhan nho, “Néi that 1a khong. Em dang 161 nguoc ve
thoi Masayuki con kinh doanh & Sakuragicho d€ diéu tra cac mdi quan hé
ctia Ong ta, nhing khong tim thd’y giao di€m nao v&i nha Ariake. Em tim
hi€u tir phia nha Ariake, cling khong thd’y dinh dang gi d¢n Masayuki.
Hoan toan di vao ngo cut.”

“M0&i lién két gitra hai bén, chi cé ghi d6 kia thoi a.”



Hagimura gat dau, “Trudc hét, ¢6 the€’ khang dinh m6t diéu, Togami
Masayuki va Ariake Yukihiro da gdp nhau tai quan nhiu Sunrise. Sau khi
quen biét, gitra hai ngwoi han 1a ¢6 trao doi gi d6. Em nghi van con lwu lai
d&u vé&t, nhwng da mwoi bdn ndm trdi qua roi...”

Kashiwabara veeon tay 18y mot trai ddu nanh Nhat, khong cho vao miéng
ma man mé trén tay, “Con da'u van tay? Viéc doi chi€u da'u van tay cla
Masayuki v&i ddu van tay thu dugc t hién treong sao roi?”

CAu tra 1oi ctia Hagimura van khong kha kham hon. Anh ¢Am c6'c bia
1én, lac d4u, “Bén giam dinh da c6 hét stirc, nhung khong phat hién ra dau
van tay tring khop. Ra't ¢6 kha nang Masayuki chi d€n Ariake vao ngay
thyc hién hanh vi pham tdi. Vi 6ng ta mang gang tay luc hanh dong.”

“Pang tigc! Isobe néi sao?” Kashiwabara nhic t&i cAp trén clia
Hagimura.

“Anh &y bao ctr thé nay thi khéng di ti€p dwgc. Hién tai qua it co’ s¢ d€
khi€n Ong ta ty thu.”

Kashiwabara b trdi dau nanh Nhat vao miéng, u6ng mot ngum bia, the
dai, “Van chwa vot dwoe thi the' 1én nira.”

“Thi the nao?”

“Thi th& tén trom da 1én vao ctra hang DVD 4Y. Hén chéo thuyén ra bién,
va bi€n mat tam.”

“A, dung roi. Van chua 6 tin bdo vt dwoc. Bién ménh mong rong 16m
vay ma.”

“Hin ch&t ma't xdc ngoai bién... Hay vo'n di khdng c6 nguwrdi nao nhw
thé™?”

“Anh n6i sao?” Hagimura thic méic. “Qud nhién 12 nguy tao hién trudng
ar’

“Khong, khong sao.”

“Gid st tén trdm dan dung hién treong gid, con thit ra hdn van sdng, thi
ciing khong gitip ich gi thém cho chiing ta. ThAm chi hin con khong biét
nhitng tht bj ddnh cép c6 y nghia thé nao ma.”

“T6i mudn gip hin xem sao.” Kashiwabara néi. “Khong c6 tin tirc gi vé
ngwoi dwoe nhac dén trong di thw a?”



“Dj thw tim dwoe bén bo bién 42 Chang c¢6 gi hét. Chwa nghe ai bao 1a
xac dinh dwge than phan ngwoi d6.”

“Vay a?” Kashiwabara khé gat dau.

Hagimura khdng hi€u, tai sao lic nay Kashiwabara lai quan tdm dén tén
trdm kia th&". Nho’ nhirng thir tén trom 18’y ra, canh sat moi lién ti€p lam ro
nhiéu sy that md1i, va t&i dwore chd Masayuki. Nhwng ban than tén trom cé
li€én quan d€n vu Ariake dau.

“Phia anh thi sao? C6 thu hoach gi khong?”

Kashiwabara lic dau ngay, “T6i n6i r6i, quay nhw chong chéng véi may
chuyén vun vat. Lam gi ¢6 thoi gian ty do diéu tra.”

“Vay a?”

“MA’y vu con con ct xay ra lién ti€p, téi danh bo tay. Tat nhién, chi thj
ctia cap trén 1a phai wu ti€én nhirng vu cé kha nang gidi quy€t. Tredng
phong 1am nhw khong heé lién quan dén nhitng vu ton dong ttr xa xwa, con
bao hét thoii hiéu cling khong phai trach nhiém ctda minh.”

Kashiwabara k€ 1€ nhw the’ ra't khé khan vi khong dwore cap trén thau
hi€u, nhwng Hagimura lai thdy chinh Kashiwabara m&i dang ma't dan nhiét
huy€t v&i vu dn, ngay cudc hen hdm nay ciing do Hagimura dé xuat.

“Ma cdu an gi & d6 vay?” Kashiwabara hai.

“O' dau co?”

“Togami-tei. Gan chd ciu 1am ma?”

“A, em chwa in & d6 bao gior.”

“Vay a.”

“Sao a?”

“Khong c6 gi. Toi chi dang nghi, di thie mot Man ciing hay. Ong ta tw hao
v&i com bo bam thé& co ma.”

“Um. Em & di v&i anh, khi nao ciing dwoc.”

Kashiwabara gat dau, udng can cdc bia, goi phuc vu lai, bao 18y thém
cOc nra va moOt sua't sashimi.

Nhin 6ng, Hagimura cam gidc rd rang 6ng c6 dieém khéc xwa.



— 10 —

Shizuna vira mé& mét thi nghe chudng dién thoai reo, néi diing hon 13, c6
choang tinh vi tié€ng dién thoai. Nim im trén giwong, cd6 dadm hdi han, biét
vy da tit nguon! Hodc it nha't ciing chuyén vé ché’ dd im ling.

Dién thoai van ti€p tuc reo. Shizuna kéo chin trim 1én dau d€ khoi phai
nghe 4m thanh phién phirc &Y.

Sau khi chic chén chudng dién thoai da ngtrng, Shizuna mé&i tho dau
khoi chin, ddu vaAn ning triu. T61 ndo ¢ cling udng rrgru vang tdi khuya,
khong nang dau moi la.

Shizuna I'6m ¢6m bo khoi giwvong, nhat chi€c dién thoai roi chong cho
trén san va ki€m tra danh sach goi nh¢o'. Nhan ra la Yukinari goi, ¢6 thay
nhoi long, nhwng bén canh d6 1a cam gidc &m ap nhw ¢é ngon Itra dang bap
buing chdy. Bo&n hom trude, & nha Yukinari vé, Shizuna di nhén tin cdm on,
Yukinari phan h'6i ngay 1ap tirc. Anh hdi ¢6 khi nao gap lai. Shizuna tra loi
12 @& xem k& hoach rdi s& lién lac sau. T&i qua Yukinari lai nhin tin, noi
dung tich cwc hi€m tha’y so v&i con ngwoi anh 1au nay. Anh bao rat mudn
gip, mong cd cd ging sdp x&p thoi gian. Shizuna chi tra 1o don gian,
Vang, toi hiéu roi.

Tigp d6 1a cudc goi nay. C6 1€ anh nghi nhén tin mii khong di t&i dau.

Truwdc khi dwa Shizuna dé€n nha choi, Yukinari tieng néi ra't mudn gap
mat tredc khi ¢6 bay di Canada. Shizuna ¢6 linh cam anh dinh té tinh véi
minh. Tat nhién, cd cling mudn gap anh, mudn nghe anh tho 19, nhwng ¢6
hi€u, nghe roi ra't kh6 budng tay.

Shizuna quing dién thoai Ién giwong, 1€ tirng bwd'c nang nhoc vE phia ti
lanh. Trén tt lanh 12 ba vd chai vang rdng. Ngoai ra, cdn sdu lon bia rdng
nim lin I6c dudi san. C6 mé ti lanh 18y chai ndc, dwa 1én miéng tu tng
wc. Udng xong cb thé dai that manh, nhin lai phong &'c. San bwra bon vo
bao snack cling quén 4o c&i ra viet lung tung. Co nho lai, da 1au r'oi khong



don dep noi nay. Nhung khong vi the”ma ¢ dinh don dep. Pung néi don,
gio thay d'6 thoi cd con tha'y phién phirc.

Khong c6 dong lyc 1lam gi cd, Shizuna 1€ vé givong. Vira ngd dau xuéng
gd1, chudng lai réo vang. Co vwon tay 18’y dién thoai. Van 1a Yukinari. That
hi€m c6! Mot Yukinari rat ngai lam phién ngwoi khac ma lai dai dang goi
cho ¢d. Chic anh phdi quyé&t do4n Iim m&i nhan niit goi. C6 nhur nhin tha'y
dang vé anh cing thang 4p dién thoai Ién tai.

Shizuna nh&n nit nhan cudc goi va cd gdng néi “Alo” bing giong twoi
tdn h&t mic c6 thé,

“T61 Yukinari day. Cudi cung c6 cling nghe may roi, may qua!”

“Cam on anh chuyén hom trede. Toi da dwge mé mang tAm mat rat
nhiéu.”

“Um... Bay gio n6i chuyén ¢ tién khong?”

“Vang, mot lic thoi thi khong sao a. Ma c6 chuyén gi the™?”

“That ra, nhwr di nhén tin, tdi ¢6 chuyén rat gdp mudn ndi vdi co. Toi
bi€t cd dang ban, nhwng danh chit thoi gian gap t6i dwgc khong? Ba muoi
phut, & khong, mwoi 1dm phit cling dwee. Cén thi toi d&€n chd ¢6.” Giong
Yukinari day bé tic, nhw the anh da biét ho s& khdng con co giip lai nhau
nwa.

C6 18 anh mudn thd 10 ndi 1ong vdi Takamine Saori trede khi ¢6 di du
hoc, bang ba't ctr gid nao. Nghi t&i cam giac ctia anh, Shizuna tha’y tim
minh thé lai.

“Cé6 dugre khong?” Mai ma khong nghe trd 10, Yukinari hdi don.

Shizuna khé hit mot hoi, “Xin 16i anh, gior ¢6 nhiéu viéc phai 1am qua. ..
Khi ndo sip x&p on thda, nha't dinh toi s& lién lac v&i anh.”

“Thwc sy khong t6n thoi gian ma. Gio' ¢6 dang & dau? Néu cd dong v,
t6i dé&n chd co6 ludn.”

“Xin 101, hom nay t6i phai tham gia budi gi¢i thiéu vé chwong trinh du
hoc, cling sip bit dau roi...”

“Khi nao chwong trinh k&t thuc?”

“T6i khong biét nira. Gior toi phai vao hdi treong.”

“Vay t6i s€ goi lai sau. C6 thoi gian ¢6 goi cho t6i ngay nhé.”



“T61 biet roi. Toi xin phép.”

Shizuna tit may, ap chat di€n thoai vao nguc, mét nhim nghién. Mot luc
sau, cO lac dau, lai virt dién thoai sang mot bén. Ngwdi ma Yukinari thich 1a
Takamine Saori thudc tang 1¢p thwong lwu, chir khong phéi Shizuna cdi ct
16m 1én & 6 nhi vién, m&i hoc hét cdp ba. N&u biét lai lich cua o,
Yukinari s€ ngoanh mat di luén chir dirng néi t&i td tinh. C6 khi anh con noi
gidn méing cd 1a k& lira ddo nira kia... Nghi d&n diy, Shizuna bat croi cay
déng. Bi méng Itra ddo 12 tA't nhién. Sy that ding nhwr vy ma.

Shizuna buwdc xudng giwong, viron vai dudi tay.

Mot ti€ng sau, cd da ¢6 mat & Roppongi. Chzalng vi myc dich gi dédc biét,
cd chi nghi, ra phd” di dao mdt chit c¢6 khi khudy khoa hon.

Thuc t&€ khong nhw dy tinh. Binh thwong ctr dao qua céc ctra hang 1a da
de€ vuc day tinh than, thé’ ma hom nay, da nhin vao nhirng san pham hang
hiéu m&i nha't, Shizuna van khong ¢6 cam gidc gi. Xem bao nhiéu trang
phuc cting khong thd'y mu6n mua.

Shizuna ti€p tuc buwdc di mot cach vo dinh, tAm tri mién man véi suy
nghi rdt cudc minh 1a ai. Cudc sdng khong muc tiéu, khong wéc mo. Lira
gat hét nguoi dan 6ng nay dé€n nguoi dan 6ng khac chi @€ mwu sinh qua
ngay. K&t qua, khi ngwoi ¢6 thye sy thich xua't hién, tinh cam &'y lai khong
di d&n dau. Du ¢6 lwra Yukinari khong phai vi tién...

Mot nga tw I'n xud't hién tred'c mét. Shizuna ngd ngang nhén ra minh da
di mot doan dwong kha dai. Co nhin quanh va lai dau don. Khu vye nay la
Azabu Juban. Shizuna ty méng minh thit ngu ngd'c. C da c& khong nghi
ti Yukinari, nhwng d6i chén lai dwa c6 dén day.

Shizuna thé dai, di d€n ctra vao ga tau dién ngam, nan na cling chfmg ich
gi. Bén dau cau thang xudng ga, cd6 dwng lai, nhin con phd da cuing
Yukinari di qua ra't nhiéu Tan. Chuyén chi m¢&i diy thoi, ma sao hoai niém
the’.

Shizuna xoay gét, tr nhi qua xem I'4n cudi quén #n Yukinari sp khai
treong, roi ve ngay.

Co bwde chdm cham trén con dwong mot chiéu chit hep, tAm tri mién
man v&i ki niém. C6 1€ sau hom nay khong dén day ntra, it nha't cling phai
tranh xa noi nay mot thoi gian.



Quan an cang lic cang gan. Con cach chwng hai chuc mét, bwdc chan cd
cham han. Mic di khong phai c6 dén d€ gdp Yukinari, viy ma tim dip moi
lic mét nhanh. Shizuna nh¢ lai Tan dau toi day. Bwdc 1én theo nhirng bac
thang udn lwon & mat tién tda nha, la sé t&i Togami-tei chi nhanh Azabu
Juban, qudn &n 4p 0 bao wdc mo' va hodi bao ctia Yukinari. Shizuna van
nhé, khi anh tAm sy vé du dinh danh cho quén #n, mét anh ngoi 1én him
hé nhu thi€u nién va rén rdi nhw thity thi ra khoi.

Shizuna cdi dau u ri. Tw nay s€ khong dwgc nghe anh hao hing k€
chuyén ntra.

Nhe nhom roi! Co nghi.

Shizuna toan xoay nguwdi di, thi mot ddi tay tir ding sau nim 14y vai co.
Shizuna gidt minh quay phét lai, suyt nita hét todng 1én. Khong phai ngudi
la, cd chwra quén gwong mat xanh xao nay, chi la, da quén té€n anh ta.

Nguwoi dan 6ng mé to mét, nhin cham cham vio mit c6 mot lic méi thot
1€n, “Pung la Shiho roi.”

Am diéu Shiho nhw c6 tac dung din dét, tén ngwdi dan dng mau chéng
noi 1én trong tAm tri Shizuna. Hisanobu Takayama. Gio thi ¢6 lai 1am vao
canh ling ting, khong sao nh¢ ndi minh chia tay Takayama ki€u gi. Suy
nghi xody sau lic nay chi la, cham madt nhau la xui r'oi!

“Sao lai thé? Tai sao em ¢ day? Khong phai em da di New York roi u?”

Nghe hoi, Shizuna bdong nhé ra ra't nhiéu diéu. Ding roi, Minamida
Shiho 1a mot nha thi€t k&', da bay di New York tu nghiép.

“Xin 16i anh. X4y ra nhiéu chuyén qud, ro't cudc em khong di New York
dwoc.” Shizuna vira néi vra 1ui, dinh tim co’ hoi bd chay. Anh ta khdng phai
van dong vién th€ thao, cd nghi minh c6 thé thoat than n&u chay hét strc.

“Vay tai sao khong bao cho anh bi€t? Em bié€t anh nhé nhung mong cho
em thé& nao khong? Trong khi em van & diy. Nghe nyc cwoi chwa?”

“Thé& anh... sao lai & day?”

“Anh ting nhin thd'y mot ¢ gdi ra't giong em & khu nay, t d6 anh cw
tim em mai. Hé ranh anh lai di 1ong vong & diy. Anh gan nhw da bd cudc,
cudi cung long thanh lai dwgrc dén dap.”

Takayama chdp 147y ¢ tay Shizuna, lrc nim manh mot cich ddng so'.

“Doida... Bubng em ra!”



“Khong! Anh s€ khong budng cho t¢i khi em giai thich ro rang. Tai sao
em khong lién lac v&i anh?” Takayama hét to t&i mirc xung quanh déu
chan dong, 4nh mét 16e 1én tia sdng khac la. Anh mét ciia mot ngudi dang
danh mat chinh minh.

“Anh kia! Anh dang 1am gi vay?” Mot giong néi vang 1én ding sau.

Giong no6i nay lam Shizuna cang thém tuyét vong. Khong can ngoai lai
nhin cling biét ngwoi d6 1a ai. Anh dang ti€n lai gén.

“Hanh ddng thd bao v&i phu nir thi khong khen ngoi dwore r'6i.” Yukinari
dén bén, tim 18’y canh tay Takayama va giat ra khoi tay Shizuna.

“Gi ch*?” Takayama nhin Yukinari bing 4nh mét bdi rdi. “O, may la
thing di cing c6 &y hom trege ddy ma?!”

Yukinari ho't ngay ra, nhweng mau chong tran tinh, gat dau, “T61 gdp c6
&y vai I4n roi. Con anh 12 ai? Sao lai cw x& tho 10 thé?”

“Tao khong 1am gi tho 16 cd! Co Yy 1a ban gdi tao. C6 A’y bdo da ra nwde
ngoai, gio lai xud't hién & day, nén tao dang hdi c¢6 ay tai sao thoi. Khong
lién quan d&€n may nén dwng chd mii vao.”

Nghe Takayama gao thét, Shizuna chi biét ctii gdm miit. Yukinari chic 1a
dang khong hi€u dau cia tai nheo ra sao. C6 khdng nghi dwgc loi nao d€
xoa dju Takayama, d6ng thoi qua mét Yukinari.

“Nguwdi ndy ¢6 phai ban trai c6 khong?” Yukinari hdi. Van cidi gdm mit,
Shizuna im ling 14c dau.

“Shiho!” Takayama hét 1én.

“Shiho?” Yukinari thi thim day ngo’ viec, nhung anh khéng chat van
Shizuna vé ci tén la hodc nay, ma chi néi v&i Takayama. “Con anh, anh coi
cO 2y la ban gai dung khong?”

“T4at nhién. Bon tao trng ban v&i nhau vé chuyén tong lai nira kia.”

“Hiéu r'6i.” Yukinari gat dau. “Vay t6i thwong lwong véi anh lubén cho
nhanh. Chr héi cd 4y mai ciing khong di dén dau.”

“Thwong lwong chuyén gi?”

“Chuyén trd n¢'. That ra, hdom nay t6i goi c6 &y t&i diy d€ ban chuyén
nay. Néu anh dirng ra ganh thay s6 ng, toi cling khong y kién.”

“No? Bao nhiéu?” Takayama hoi Shizuna.



Shizuna khong thd't nén 1oi. C6 khdng hi€u Yukinari dang néi gi.

“Khoang 20 tri€u yén.” Yukinari than nhién dép. “Né&u anh dong y ganh
thay s6' ng, gio’ chiing ta dé’p van phong t61 lam h(_)’p~d\6ng ludn. Bing
khong, thi di vé nhue mdt thang dan 6{1g, trong khi van con lanh 1&n.” I_,fén
d4u tién Shizuna nghe Yukinari néi bang chat giong tram thap cirng ran
nhu viy.

Ngay 1ap tirc, Takayama nhin Shizuna bang vé& mit s¢’ hii nhw khong tin
vao tai minh. “That a?”

Shizuna im ldng gat dau.

“Sao c6 th€...” Giong Takayama day that vong.

“Th& nao? Co6 di khong? No6i ro rang xem!”

Takayama dirng nhw troi tr'ong. Shizuna cdm thdy anh muén bd chay
14m roi.

“Xin 106i anh. Chuyén da dén nwdc nay, hdm nay anh c vé di. Em s€ lién
lac sau.”

Takayama h€t nhin Shizuna lai nhin Yukinari, khé “Ij’m” mot ti€ng.

“Anh doi lién lac ciia em.” N6i xong, anh quay lung bwdrce di.

Nhin theo cho d&n khi Takayama Ién taxi di khoi, Yukinari méi thé phao
mot hoi, “May ma c6 tdc dung. Nhin phan tng cta co, t6i nghi can duoi
anh ta di, nén mé&i dién man kich vung vé d6. Toi khong 1am sai chi#?”

“Cam on anh ra't nhiéu. That ra, ngwoi lic nay 1a mot ké deo bam, toi da
ra't kho' s& vi anh ta.”

“T6i cling nghi vay. Ma sao cd lai & day?”

“A... Tinh co thdi a. T6i ¢6 viéc & gan ddy nén mudén xem tinh hinh
quan an.”

“Cam on c0. That may vi gdp duoc cd. Nao, chiing ta di udng tra hay gi
do di.”

Shizuna theo Yukinari vao quan. Noi tha't co’ ban da hoan thién. Hai
ngwoi ng'6i doi dién nhau & chiéc ban bén cira s0.

“Lic ndy toi hoi gidt minh d4’y. Anh ma lai doa dAm nguwdi ta nhuw the,
that khong twdng twong noi.”



Yukinari cweoi ngeong, “Lam nghé budn ban phai ti€p xic véi du loai
ngwoi. Nhiéu khi bia ra vai chuyén bip bom ciing quan trong lam.”

Phuc vu mang tra ra. Trong dang vé thi thd’y dong phuc da dwoc dwa vao
str dung va cong tac dao tao ciing da dwoee trien khai.

“Pem cdp xach cua t6i lai ddy.” Yukinari bao phuc vu, réi nhin Shizuna.
“Toi xin 101 vi cr goi dién 1am phién ¢d mai, nhung ¢6 chuyén, nén tdi phai
gap co cho bang dwoc.”

“Khong c6 gi, toi méi phai xin 16i anh.” Shizuna cdi dau.

Luc phuc vu mang cdp xach di vao. Yukinari nhan 12’y chi€c cép, dat 1én
dui, “C6 thir nay t6i mudn cho c6 xem.”

Shizuna khyng lai mot chiit, dwa mét nhin Yukinari, bung bao da, chang
1€ 12 nhan?

Nhung thtr Yukinari 187y ra khdi cdp 1a mét thir ¢6 khong ngor t&i: s6 ghi
cong thirc.

“C0 hay tra loi thanh that cho t6i bi€t!” Yukinari dit cuén sO 1én ban, va
nhin Shizuna bang dnh mat hét strc nghiém tic. “Rdt cudc, cb 1a ai?”

Pau 6c tring x6a di trong khodnh khéc, Shizuna khong sao nim bét dwoc
tinh hudng dang dién ra, cling khong tim dwoe tr ngtr nao d€ doi dap. Co
khong hi€u tai sao Yukinari lai cé cuén so nay.

“Pay la cdi gi vy a?” Cudi cung, cd hdi mdt cach khé khan, y thire duge
la dién xud't day ling ting cua minh da bai 10.

“T6i cling mudn héi cau dé da’y. Rot cude, day la cai gi?” Yukinari héi
mot cich nhe nhang, nhung Shizuna bi€t, anh dang c& gdang ki€ém ch& con
gian va ndi nghi ngo.

C6 ctii mit, khé 1ic dau, “Toi... khong biét.” C6 khi nao minh sé bi anh
ay mang té tdt khong? Qua cudc noéi chuyén voi Takayama, anh da hé 16
mot mat khac ma c6 chwa hé bi€t dén.

Tuy nhién, thai do cua Yukinari khong thay doi, “Xin c6 day, hay néi sy
that di. Chinh c6 gidu n6 ma.”

Shizuna ngwdc 1€n nhin Yukinari. C6 mudn bi€t vé mat anh thé& nao khi
héi cau nay.

Khée mdi nhéch 1én nhu nd nu cwdi nhe, ddi mét lai cha't chira cd don.
Shizuna nhén ra, anh khéng ndi gidn, ma dang ton thwong. Co lai cii gam



mat xudng.

“T&1 hdm trude, t6i vao phong sich d& tim d'6.” Yukinari bt dau noéi.
“Vwa rit cudn Cdc mon dn gia dinh trén thé gioi ra, toi phat hién né &
ngay bén canh. Vi chwa trong thay bao gio, toi ben mé xem, va ba't ngo
qud. Bén trong chép chi chit cong thirc cac mén phwong Tay. Nét chir lai
khong phai cia bd". Va di€m khién t6i ba't ngo’ nha't, chinh 1a mui hwong
tda ra tr cudn s0.”

Shizuna ngang 1én. Mii hwong gi co’?

“CoO ngtri thir xem, du mui da bay bot kha nhiéu r'oi.” Yukinari chia cudmn
sO'ra.

Shizuna d6n 18y va dwa 1én gan mili, lic nay m&i hi€u y anh.

“C0 nhén ra r'oi ding khong? Mui nwdc hoa Chanel ma me da nai ép co
nhan. CO6 xit ra ¢0 tay trdi va cha c0 tay phai vao. Sau dé, c6 deo gang,
nhung mui van badm sang cudn s6.”

Shizuna im ldng d€ lai sO 1én ban, muén chdi ma khong nghi ra dwore 1y
1€ ndo. C6 nhé minh ¢6 nhan nwde hoa, nhung t&i gior van khong nhd minh
da xtrc ra tay.

“Co0 n6i di! Tai sao lai gidu s0 & d6?” Yukinari ti€p tuc gang hoi.

Hai tay Shizuna dit trén g, ndm chit. Long ban tay ddy m'6 hoi. Anh
Ko, anh Tai, em phdi lam sao bdy gio ... Khuén mat Koichi va Taisuke hién
1€n trong tam tri ¢6. Ca ba anh em da chju bi€t bao kho cyc de ti€n hanh k&
hoach mot cach ti mi, va moi no lyc dang d6 xudng sdng xuéng bien.

“Co Saori... A khong...” Yukinari nging lai. “C6 1€ day chi la tén gia?
Nguwoi dan 6ng lic ndy goi c6 1a Shiho thi phai. Shiho 1a tén that caa cd a?”

Shizuna khong tra 101 dwo'c. Néu néi khong phai, cd cén giai thich 1y do
tai sao dung ca tén gia voi Takayama.

“Hay c¢0 mang ho Ariake?”

Truwdc cau hdi cta Yukinari, Shizuna ba't gidc mé to mét.

Yukinari 1t cudn so trén ban ra, “C6 xem, & day ¢6 ghi mén croquette
Ariake, r6i com Ariake, hai san chién xu Ariake... Phai chang quan an tén
Ariake? Nhic d&n Ariake, toi lai nh& ra... Trudc day toi ting k& cho cd
nghe la dang tim hi€u quan com Tay c6 cdi t€n nay. T6i to mo vé ho bdi vi
gan day canh sat da d&€n nha t6i, hdi han bd t6i vai cau rat ki quic. Trong



cac cau hai, c6 cau 1a bd co6 bi€t quan Ariake khong. T6i da tim doc cac bai
bdo cli. Muroi bdn ndm trwdc, & Ariake tirng xdy ra vu an gi€t nguoi cwdp
ctia. C6 1€ canh sat d&n nha tdi d€ diéu tra vu nay. Hinh nhw ho nghi ngo’ bd
to1, du chwa ro la tai sao.”

Yukinari néi mot théi mét h'éi, roi vai tay 18y coe tra, udng mot ngum,
[am bam, “Tra ngon bao nhiéu di ntra thi ngudi r'oi cling chang ra gi.”

Shizuna van nhin chdm chdm mit ban. Tinh hinh hién tai khong cich nao
danh tr6ng lang dwoec. Sau khi phat hién ra cudn s0, ¢6 1€ Yukinari can nhac
ra't nhiéu r'6i méi quyét dinh lién lac véi ¢d. Gior da hi€u tai sao anh rdo
riét goi dién nhw vay, c6 tw nguyén rda vi ting o twdng rang anh dinh td
tinh.

“C6 ngang mat 1én di, Shiho.” Yukinari néi.

Shizuna cén chit ring. Khong phdi, tén toi khong phdi Shiho. ..

“Co0 twng k€ va&i toi chuyén ldc nhd, ¢d ting dn com bo bam ¢é hwong vi
gi6ng hét ctia nha tdi. CO an tai quan nha ban, roi bd” me ngwoi ban d6 mat,
va quan an dong ctra. Tén ban ¢6 hinh nhw 1a Yazaki Shizuna. Pung
khong?”

Shizuna giat thot khi t€n minh dot nhién vang 1€n.

“Vi hai quan an déu & Yokosuka, va déu ma't b&d me, nén t6i da hoi co
tén quan an c6 phai Ariake khong. Co bao khong. By gior toi cling nghi 1a
khong, vi ho ciia 6ng chi Ariake 1a Ariake. Gio ¢6 lai gidu cudn sO nay
trong nha toi...” Yukinari chi cudn sé" tredc mat Shizuna. “Thanh ra nhirng
1o ¢0 ndi ldc tredre khodng the tin dwgre nira. Hon nira, cong thirc com bo
bam ghi & day giong hét com bo bam nguyén ban ctia Togami-tei. Ching
toi dung loai nwdc twrong kha dac biét, thé” ma nhan hiéu nwdc teong do lai
ghi ranh ranh trong nay. T6i hi€u tai sao c¢d khéc khi an com bo bam nha
to6i. Quan nha ban ¢6 qua nhién 1a Ariake, ding khong? Ca cdi tén Yazaki
Shizuna ciing 1a t€n gid ma c6 nghira?”

Shizuna nin thé, ngahg mit 1én. C6 nhin thing vao Yukinari va 1ic dau,
“Khong phai. Khong phai tén gid.”

“That w?”

“That. Riéng diéu nay, anh phai tin t6i.”

“Chi ri€ng diéu nay?”



Trudc 4nh mét soi méi clia Yukinari, Shizuna lai cdi d4u, va nghe tiéng
anh tho dai.

“Co that ki la. Toi n6i da thir vé cudn so thi ¢6 im thin thit, vy ma lai
nhay cdm dén thé& khi thd’y t€n ban minh bj nghi ngo’ 1a gid. Téom lai la
sao?”

Shizuna cdn médi. C6 mudn ndi, tém lai, chi cé cdi tén Yazaki Shizuna la
thdt. ..

“C6 Shiho.” Yukinari ti€p tuc tdn cong. “Co giai thich di, tai sao lai giau
cudn sO nay vao nha td6i? Ma khong, ¢6 hay gidi thich tai sao lai ¢6 n6 trudc
da. Co ¢6 quan hé thé nao v&i quan an Ariake? Xin ¢6 hay ndéi tht cho toi
bi€t, Shiho!”

Khoéng chju ndi nira, Shizuna 14c d4u that manh va hét 1én, “Khong
phai!” C6 nhin cham cham Yukinari dang giat minh d€n mirc ngira nguoi ra
sau. “Tén t6i khong phai Shiho! Anh dwng goi tdi bang cai tén d6!”

Phuc vu quan nghe ti€ng hét nén chay vao, Yukinari gio’ tay ngan lai,
“Cén gi t6i s€ goi. Con khong thi ctr mac ké ching t6i néi chuyén.”

Phuc vu gt dau, 1ai vao nha bép. Do clu ta di khué't roi, Yukinari moi
nhin Shizuna, “Nguwoi dan 6ng lic ndy goi ¢6 1a Shiho...”

“T6i dung tén gia voi anh ta.”

“Th& a... Vay tén that cia c6 la gi?”

Do dy va cam chiu, Shizuna da dinh c¢ khang khang minh 12 Takamine
Saori, nhung c6 bi€t s€ bai 16 ngay. Khong mudén néi doi thém nwra, cudi
cung cd dap, “La Yazaki... Shizuna.”

“Gi co'?” Yukinari tron tron mét. “Khong phai d6 12 tén ban cd sao?”

Shizuna kéo tdi xach lai, 18’y vi ra, ddt thé bao hi€m y t&€ 1én ban.

“Troi a!” Nhin thé bdo hi€m, Yukinari khé kéu 1én. Ching nhw v& 1€, anh
noi, “A, tdi hi€u r'oi! Co la Yazaki Shizuna, con ban cd 1a Ariake, ding
khong?”

Shizuna chép chép mét, khong ngd Yukinari lai hi€u nham theo huéng
nay. Nhwng ciing hop 1y thoi.

Ra vay. Yukinari gat gu, “Tw gio’ toi s€ goi cd la Shizuna, dwoc chir?”

Shizuna khé gat dau.



Yukinari hit mét hoi, “Toi da hi€u tai sao ¢d lai c6 cudn sO roi. Co 1€ ¢od
12y & nha ngwoi ban Ariake kia. Nhwng vi ¢& gi ¢6 gidu n6 vao phong sach
nha t6i? C6 giai thich di.”

Shizuna im lang. Lam sao gidi thich dwgc chir.

“C0 Shizuna!” Giong Yukinari ddn mat kién nhin. “Du that 1ong khong
mudn, nhung n€u ¢6 khong chiu néi, toi chi con mdt cach thdi.”

Shizuna ngang mat 1€n, Yukinari ti€p tuc.

“T6i s& giao cudn sb cho canh sat. Chic chin ho s& thay tdi hoi ra sy that
tw c6. Nhwng t6i thye sy khdng mudn lam nhw thé€”. Du 1a chuyén gi, toi
cling khdng ba't ngo’ dau, cho nén c¢d hay noéi di. Xin cd ddy!” Anh cii dau
that thap.

Shizuna cdm nhén rd birc twong trong 1ong minh dang dén sup d6 nhw
lau dai cat. Tan sau trong tam kham, cd run ray vi thai dd quan tir hét muc
cua Yukinari. Anh khong h€ trach méc o, cling khong ca gian ma't khon,
du biét minh bj Iwra.

Shizuna hé miéng dap, “C6 ngwoi nho tdi lam thé”.”

Yukinari ngang dau Ién. “Nho? Ai nho’ ¢6?” Vira dirt 10, anh lai vo 1€.
“La ngwoi mang ho Ariake kia, ding khong? Tai sao nguoi ta lai nhor cd
viéc nay?”

“T6i khong bi€t chi ti€t, nhwng Ariake bao, hung thi 4n mang Ariake
chinh 1a b6" anh, Togami Masayuki.”

“Troi dat! Lam sao ¢6 the...”

“Ariake da nhin thd’y mat hung thi. Anh ta khglng dinh 1a Togami
Masayuki, khdng sai vao dau dworc. Hon nwra, hwong vi com bo bam con
giong nhau nhw duc. Chinh td1 ciing khong nghi c6 s trung hg’p ngau
nhién & day.”

“Co6 cling nghi bd' toi 1a hung thu?”

“Xin 10i anh... T6i khong cho 1a 6ng ta khong lién quan.”

“To6i khong yéu cau ¢o xin 16i.” Yukinari nhin mit kho sé.

“Ariake bao, khi canh sét ti¢h hanh diéu tra, cudn s& sé tré thanh bang
chirng mang tinh quy€t dinh, nén mé&i ¢6 y dinh gidu né vao nha anh.”



“Canh sat dang nghi ngo’ b6 téi. Gio' ma trong nha t6i xud't hién cudn so
nay, c6 th€ ho s€ tin.” Nhiu may mot ldc nhw nhan ra di€u gi, Yukinari noi.
“Mai gan day canh sat m&i t¢i nha toi. Ariake ti€t 10 thong tin gi cho ho
ll,()”

Shizuna ldc d4u, “Tdi khong bigt nhiéu nhu the” dau.”

Yukinari vo téc nhw cd gitr cho ban than khoi noi dién. Anh nha’c chié€c
cap bén canh Ién, 18y mot tor gid'y ra, dit 1én ban. Trén to gidy chi chit chir
in. Shizuna ctrng do nguoi khi nhan ra day 1a ban tin vé vu an muwoi bon
nam tredrc. CO6 1€ anh tim thd’y né trén mang.
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Bdo viét, hai vor ch'ong bi gi€t ldc nira dém, trong ltic cac con ra ngoai.
Thi ra ban c¢d nam trong s6' ma’y dtra tré nay.”

Shizuna lIwdt qua bai bdo. Noi dung chi nhic t&i cdc con ma khong néu
10 tén, cling khong da ddng t&i viée hai vor ch'ong sdng thir chir chwa két
hén. Chéc ldc phét hanh bai bdo, tda soan chura nim dwgc thong tin nay.

“Du khong lién quan, nhwng tré con ra ngoai nira d&€m lam gi nhi?”
Yukinari 1am bam nhw doc thoai.

“Pi1 xem sao bang.” Shizuna néi.

“Sao bang?”

“Mura sao bang Anh Tién.”

Yukinari chwa hi€u y ¢ ngay, cho dé€n khi nhé ra mot chuyén, “Lic &
nha toi, c6 ndi rang tirng di ngam sao bang Anh Tién v&i ban nhi? Thi ra la
con nha Ariake.” Thay Shizuna gt dau, anh ngwdc nhin tran nha. “Téi da
hi€u vi sao cd hét long gidp do nguei ban mang ho Ariake nay roi. O’ mot
khia canh nao d6, c6 ciling 1a ngwoi trong cudc.”

“Nhung di€u téi néi dwoe, chi d€n nhw theé” thoi. Ngoai ra, toi khong bi€t
ginra.”

“Maic du khong ty nguyén, co ciing da k& cho tdi kha nhiéu.”

“Anh s€ bdo canh sat u?”

“Khong, gio’ t6i chwa nghi t¢i chuyén d6. T6i mudn sap x&p lai suy nghi
da. Con cudn s0, cho tdéi mwon dwoc khong?”

“Anh ctr t nhién.”



Yukinari ¢4t lai s& vao cdp. Van d€ ciip trén dAu gdi, anh nhin Shizuna.
“C0 ti€p can td1 vi myc dich nay? Vay ma t61 khong nhan ra.” Yukinari
cwoi chua chat. “Ca vu du hoc cling 1a néi d6i?”

“Xin 106i anh!” Shizuna cdi d4u.

“T6i dinh bung sé dwa cai nay cho ¢6 néu ta't ca chi la hi€u nham. Gio
chdc thoéi roi.” Yukinari 18y trong cdp ra mot tap gia'y.

Nhin tieu d€, Shizuna nghe 1'6ng nguwc néng ran. Ti€u dé la Cdc mon dn
gia dinh cua ngwo'i Canada.

“T6i vao phong sach chinh l1a d€ soan céi nay. K&t qua lai thanh ra... that
cham choc lam sao.” Yukinari buon ba nhét lai tap gid'y vao cdp.

Taisuke rut ré nhin Koichi. Anh trai im lidng ng'6i tred'c mdy tinh nhw
thwong 1€, nhwng vang tran nhan lai thd’y rd. Shizuna ngdi quy trén san, cui
d4u 0 ri nhw dang thd t6i va cho bi trirng phat.

“Em thye s xin 18i.” C6 néi bang giong khan khan. C6 da lip di 13p lai
cau nay khong bi€t bao nhi€u lan. “Vi sy tha't bai ctia em, ma k& hoach céac
anh ca't cong ti€n hanh bay lau da do song do be. Em khong bi€t phai xin
10i th& nao nira. Ban thAn em cdn ndi gidn vé&i chinh minh...”

Koichi van im ling. Pdi chan bét tréo rung ban bat cho tha’y anh dang c&
kiém ch€ Itra gian.

Taisuke muén néi gi d6 v&i Shizuna, nhwng lai khong bi€t ¢6 nén an i
cd6 mot cach dé dang nhu vay hay khong. Tinh hinh T'4n nay thyc sy nghiém
trong.

“Anh hai, gio’ tinh sao?” Khong chiu ndi sy im lang ntra, Taisuke cat
ti€ng. “Yukinari phat hién ra cudn s0, tirc 1a toan bo ké hoach da pha san.
Gio khong phai ldc nghi ngei lung tung.”

Koichi ngirng rung chan, dwa mét nhin Taisuke, “Y may la sao?”

“Em s& d&n néi chuyén v&i canh sét va khai rang ngwdi em nhin thay
vao dém an mang chinh la Masayuki. Ca chuyén hwong vi com bo bam
giong hét bo bam Ariake.”



Koichi khoanh tay, nghiéng dau, “May nghi néi vdy thi canh sét s& bat
Masayuki a?”

“Du chwa da bang chitng, nhung ma...”

“May nghi vi sao anh phai hi sinh ca ki vt ciia bd me d€ nguy tao bing
chirng chir? Canh sat dang rat than trong. N&u khong tim thay bang chirng
xac thyc hon, ho s€ khong c6 dong thai gi dau. Gwong madt, hay heong vi
giong hét déu khong di stee thuyét phuc. Pirng bét anh phai n6i nhiéu
nwra.” Koichi néi mot trang.

“Cho nén, k& hoach c6ng thirc nd'u dn chinh la con at chti bai.” Shizuna 0
rii 1&n tiéng. “N&u dan dét d€ canh sat tim th'y né, chic chdn Masayuki da
sa lwoi...”

“Chuyén da r'oi, ti€c nudi cling v6 dung. Gio chiing ta phai nghi xem
ti€p theo nén lam thé& nao. Ma truedc hét, cin phan doan dwoe hanh dong
ctia Togami Yukinari.” Koichi d&€n ding bén ctra thoi.”

“Hén s& giao s cho canh sat, khong phai sao!” Taisuke néi.

“Thé& 4...” Shizuna 1am bam.

“Shi néi r'oi con gi. Rang hin s& giao s& cho canh sit dA’y thoi.”

“Né&u em khong tra loi cau hoéi thi anh ta m&i bao canh sat. Lic &Y, anh
ta cling ndi la thye sy khong mu6n. Khi ra vé anh ta con bao bay gio’ chwa
nghi t&i chuyén do6...”

“Loi hin néi c6 tin dwoc khong?”

“Em nghi la... ¢6.” Shizuna dap ra't khé, nhung khong hé c6 y nhwong
bd.

Taisuke tham nghi, nho nay thich Yukinari thdt roi.

Nhwng Koichi lai 1€n ti€ng, “Anh cling nghi nhw Shi. Yukinari s€ khong
néi v&i canh sat dau. It nhat 1a bay gio.”

Taisuke td ra khd ba't ngo, “Tai sao?”

“Vi ¢6 néi cling khong dwoe gi.” Koichi néi chic nhw dinh déng cdt.
“Yukinari biét bd minh dang bj canh st nghi ng¢. TA't nhién, hin mudn tin
twdng bd minh, song mudn tin va that long tin 1a hai chuyén khac nhau.
Hin s& cAu mong hung thii khong phai bd” minh, nhwng khong ddm khang
dinh. N&u cudn s& ghi cong thirc c6 thé€ chitng minh bd v tdi, chic hin s&
khong do dy ma giao ndp cho cdnh sét. Ti€c la khong phai. Trong so cé ghi



moén dn giong hét ctia Togami-tei. Sy that nay tuyét doi khong ¢é 1¢i cho
mot ngwoi mudn tin b6 minh vo tdi, vi khong th€ phd nhan viéc né chi ra
moi quan hé gitra Togami v&i Ariake.”

“Vay anh nghi Yukinari s€ hanh ddng th& nao?”

“Trudc méit, anh nghi hén s& tim cau trd 1o tr bd minh cho nhanh.”

“Liéu Masayuki c6 thu that khong?”

“Anh nghi 12 khong. Du 12 v&i con trai rudt di nira, khong dé gi 130 nhan
minh di giét ngwdi. Yukinari khong phai k& ngdc, at biét diéu nay. Nhung
hin vin sé& hdi, du 130 kia n6i d6i, hin van c6 th€ nhin ra thong qua cdch néi
chuyén.”

“Mot cau Am non choet nhw thﬁng do c6 nhin ra dwgc khong?”

Shizuna 14p t&rc phan &ng, “Anh &y khong phai cdu &m non choet nhw
cac anh twedng dau. N&u khong, ching ta da khong khon dén thé nay.”

“Shi n6i diing.” Koichi dong y. “Tuy chwa gip mit, anh van cho Yukinari
la ngwoi 6 ddu 6c. Cang khon khéo lai cang than trong. Du ty tin 1a s€ nhin
tha'u 1&i n6i ddi ctia bd minh, ¢6 1& hin sé& tinh dén ca tredng hop khong
th& nhin ra, nén hoan toan c6 kha niing hin trdnh hdi tryc tiép.”

“Khong héi trye ti€p thi hoi thé" nao?” Taisuke ndi.

“Néu 1a ai khac chic sé chon cdch tam quan sat tinh hinh, Yukinari thi
khong.”

“Y anh 1 sa0?”

Im Iang mot ldc, Koichi nhin xudng Taisuke, “Pién thoai dy phong d€
dau roéi?”

“bién thoai dy phong 4? Em dang cam day.”

Koichi chia tay phai ra, “Pwa anh git cho.”

Taisuke luc tii deo hong d€ canh daYy, 18y dién thoai dy phong, day la
dién thoai st dung khi Itra ddo. Cu dwa dién thoai cho Koichi, thic méc,
“Anh dinh 18y lam gi1?”

Koichi si€t chit dién thoai trong tay, “Cé the€ can dung.”



Yukinari ng'6i bén ban, trieéc mit 12 cudn s8. Anh réi mét khdi né, ngang
mit 1én, 13"y tay day mét, thé dai mot hoi va nga ngudi ra gh€’. Gilt nguyén
tw th&’, anh lai nhin cudn s0.

Trén trang v& dang m¢é 1a cach 1am nwde x5t bo cho moén thit chién xu.
TA't ca déu viét tay bang biit chi, kém theo vai hinh minh hoa khong dep
mét cho 1&m. Mot vai chd dién dat hoi khé hi€u, nhirng toan bd quy trinh
dugce ghi chép can than, khong bd st mot buede nao. Ngwoi ghi chép khong
don thuan chi viét lai voi muc dich ghi nhé, ma d€ truyén cho nguoi k&’
thura.

Cang doc ki n6i dung, Yukinari cang lanh ngwoi, son gai 6'c. Khong
riéng gi com bo bam, hau hét cac cong thirc trong s déu cuc ki gidng
Togami-tei. Thé ma t&i gan day, Yukinari van ludn tin twdng chi Togami-tei
mé&i c6 nhirtng mén ndy. Gio thi anh khong cho rang Togami-tei, néi cach
khac 1a Masayuki, khong lién quan dé€n quan com Tay Ariake ntra. MOt bén
da tham khao cong thirc ctia bén kia. Ariake bi€n ma't mwoi bdn nam trwede.
Sau 4n mang nha ho, Masayuki m&i sang tao ra mén com bo bam déc san.
Néu k&t luin cdc mén an nay xud't phat tor Togami-tei thi that hoang dwong.

Yukinari dwa tay 18y chai nwdc sudi, mé nép tu tng we. T3 nay anh van
chwa dn gi ca. Khong mudn an. Vay ma lai khat vd cung. Anh h'6i twedng
cudc ndi chuyén voi Yazaki Shizuna. Cude néi chuyén &y da tré thanh ki
tre t0i té nhat doi anh, cho di mé&i vai ngay trwdc, anh con nghi dén viéc td
tinh v&i ¢d. Shizuna mén anh chi 13 gid vo, nhdm thye hién 161 nho va clia
ngwoi nha Ariake 1a gidu s6 cong thirc vao nha anh thoi. T4t nhién sau khi
gidu 86, cO s€ khong xud't hién tred'c mat anh nira, vién ¢ phai di du hoc
Canada.

Pong cor cia hanh vi nay m&i thye sy khién Yukinari chodng vang. Con
cdi nan nhan tin ring hung thi vu Ariake 12 Masayuki. Anh nh& lai Itic canh
sat d&n nha minh, ho d dwa ra hop keo cil va chiéc dong h'6 vang khéc chir
Ariake. Yukinari khong ¢6 &n twong gi v&i cac mén d6 ay, Masayuki cling
th&”. V€ sau canh sat khong lién lac ntra, anh cir twdng moi viéc da on.

Bd&’'minh giét ngwo'i cwop cia? Khong thé’ nao!

That kh6 chap nhén... Nhung cudn sO nay, phai gidi thich sao day? Gia
quy&n nan nhan con lam ching 13 da bit gip hung thii nita. Chwra k&€ mot
viréng mic khac trong 1ong Yukinari, d6 12 quan An Azabu Juban dinh dwa



com bo bam nguyén ban vao lam mén chi dao, ban dau Masayuki khong
néi gi, d&n khi Yukinari k& ring Yazaki Shizuna (bay gio 1a Takamine
Saori) cho biét tirng dn com bo bam c¢é hwong vi giong hét, 6ng méi voi
vang phan d6i. Chang phai la s¢ ngwoi ta nhan ra hwong vi ctia Ariake hay
sao?

Pau déau qud! Yukinari doéng so lai, dwa tay day day thai dwong.

Diing lic nay c¢6 ti€ng buwdre chan di 1én ciu thang, bang qua phong
Yukinari va dung lai & phong bén canh. Tiép theo la ti€ng md khéa. Khi
phai ra ngoai, Masayuki ludn khoa ctra phong riéng.

Sau ti€ng m& dong ctra, khong gian lai tich mich nhw ban dau.

Tam tri Yukinari dao dong kich liét. Anh tw nhu, thay vi tw dan vit, ct
héi thang Masayuki ¢6 phai hon khong. Vi du cho dng xem cu6n s0, va hoi
chuyén nay la sao? Mit khac anh ra't ba't an. khong bi€t minh c6 th€ tin cau
trd losi cia Masayuki hay khong. C6 1€ 6ng s€ phi nhan moi lién hé voi vu
Ariake. N€&u th&’, gan hdi la vd nghia. Xt 1y khong khéo lai gy ba't hoa,
khién cha con tir nay xa cach.

Yukinari dirng 1€n khoi gh€’, di di lai lai nhw con ga'u trong vieon bach
thd roi ngd vat ra givong, vo dau biet tai. Anh van tin bd minh, d6ng thoi
khong cho ring Yazaki Shizuna vu kho'ng. Phai birc thiét 1dm md&i ca gan
do6t nhap nha ngwoi ta d€ gid'u vat chirng nhw thé',

Yukinari ngwdc nhin gid sach trén twong. Trén d6 khdng chi c6 sach
thwong doc, ma con ¢o sdch anh swu tAm tir bé. Anh rovi giwong, dé€n chd
gia sach va gio tay 128y xudng mot tip tai liéu day com. Tiéu deé viet tay
bang but mau: Nhdt ki quan sdt cdc vi sao.

Muwra sao bang Anh Tién...

Muei bon nam triedc anh dang dam mé thién van. Néu l1a tran mwa sao
bang noi ti€ng, dirt khodt 1a anh c6 xem. Yukinari mé tap tai liéu ra, ki€m
tra lai cdc ghi chép cii. Ngay thang x4y ra 4n mang Ariake di khéc sau vao
tam tri anh. Theo ghi chép, qua nhién hom &’y tring v&i ngay mwa sao bang
Anh Tién dat cyc dai. Ping nhw Shizuna néi, hdm &y troi mwa. Vi the, du
da dung kinh vién vong, Yukinari cling chi quan sit dwoc sdu ngdi sao
bang.

Tuy nhién, vin d& khong ndm & day.



H'6i anh con nhod, mdi khi ¢6 sy kién dic biét nhw quan sdt mwa sao bing,
Masayuki déu & bén canh anh. That ra anh hirng thd voi thién van 1a do anh
hwdng tr 6ng. L'dn nao anh cling ghi o s6” sao bang ma hai bé” con quan sat
dwoc, riéng dém an mang Ariake, cot Masayuki lai bo trong.

Ki trc thoi cAp hai bdng chd'c song diy. Pém c6 mua sao bing Anh Tién,
chi minh anh dung kinh vién vong, vi bd ra ngoai t¢i tan khuya. Pa hdo hirc
cho’ mong dén th&’, ma thye t€ lai phil phang hon anh tedng. Troi d6 mura.

Khong th€ nham dwgc. Thoi diém Yazaki Shizuna nhéc t&i, chinh 1a dém
hém d6.

Yukinari danh roii tap tai li€u, nhung chezlng con long da nao nhat 1én.
Chin mém oat, anh nga bét xudng.

Pém hdém d6, Masayuki khong & nha. Anh khong biét 6ng di dau. Noi
cdch khdc, dng khdng c6 bang chirng ngoai pham d€ chitng minh ban than
khong lién quan d€n 4an mang nha Ariake.

Hon ntra, chi minh Yukinari bi€t diéu nay.

Taisuke chim chap dong d6 vao va-li.

Koichi nhin xudng em trai, “Can than dwng d€ quén moén gi. Thoi gian
t&i may khong dwoc quay lai day dau.”

“Em c6 nhat thi€t phai chuyén ra ngoai khong? Néu canh sat dén, c néi
trng & chung l1a xong ma? Cé gi xa'u dau.”

“May nghi lai nhitng chuyén di x4y ra xem. Gi¢ dau th€ chic chin diéu
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Koichi vira dit 10, dién thoai trén ban reo inh 4i. Anh tron tron mét.
Binh thwong khong ai goi vao s6 nay ca. Pay la dién thoai dy phong.
Taisuke cling giat minh, vé mdt cang thaalng, “Tai sao n6 lai...”
Koichi ¢Am dién thoai 1én. Trén man hinh 12 céi tén ndm trong dy doan
cua anh. Anh nhén dién, khé noéi, “Alo!”
“Alo.” Pau day kia néi. “Xin hoéi, cé phai anh Kasugai khong?”
Koichi hit sdu moét hoti, “Vang, anh la...?”



Bén kia im lang mot lic m&i ti€p tuc, “Giong anh hom nay khac Tan
triedc chdng ta gdp qua. Anh khong phai Kasugai nhan vién cong ty
Cortesia Japan dung khong?”

“T6i diing 1a Kasugai. Xin 10i, anh 12 ai?”

“Té61 la Yukinari, Togami Yukinari.”

Koichi dirng doc sach trong tiém sach 1on & ngay canh ga Tokyo, nhung sy
chu y cta anh lai d6n ca vao cura tiém.

Togami Yukinari xud't hién s'm hon gio hen nam phiit, minh mac do
khodc nau. Anh di vao tiém, 1&€n thang cau thang chinh. Phia trén la gac
Iéng, thi€t k& thanh goc thudng tra.

Koichi quan sat xung quanh, sau khi chic chén khong c6 canh sit mé&i
theo cau thang khac di 1én d€ tham do tinh hinh trén géc thwdng tra. Mot
ntra s& ban da ¢ khach. Yukinari ng'di & trong cting, mit nhin chdm chim
V€ phia ctra tiém.

Koichi quay xudng tang 1, rdi 1én lai gdc bang ciu thang chinh, c& ging
khong nhin vEé phia Yukinari, anh chon chi€c ban gan dau cau thang va
ng o1 xudng, tha’y cd phuc vu dén thi goi coca.

Yukinari nhin @dng h'd deo tay, cdc ca phé d4 tried'c mit van chwa voi
chut nao.

Koichi lai quan sat xung quanh. Xem ra ta't ca déu la khach binh thwong.
T4t nhién khong loai trr kha nang canh sat cdi trang, ma c6 thi cling danh
chiu. Chgng qua mudn tranh cham tran Kashiwabara va Hagimura nén anh
m&i hanh dong can than d&n mirc nay.

Phuc vu mang coca ra, Koichi lién dirng ddy. “Xin 16i, toi khong biét ban
minh dén tredre r'6i.” Dt 1o, anh di sang ban Yukinari.

Yukinari 16 v& bdi r&i, mét trd ra, voi vang ding 1én.

“Anh ctr ng'6i di.” Koichi mim cwoi, ng'6i xudng d6i dién Yukinari.

Phuc vu dat coca va bién lai 1én ban.

Yukinari thé dai thuwon thwot, “Anh can than that day. Biét téi dén r'oi
ma con cd tinh ngdi ding xa d& quan sat tinh hinh.”



“Tai t6i thi€u long tin vao ngwoi khac dd’y. Coi nhw mot loai ki nang
song di! Boi v&i mot ké phai s6ng ma khdng the€ tin twdng ai, thi ta't nhién
nén can than dwong di nwde bude.”

Anh mét Yukinari tré nén nghiém tiic, “Anh khong c6 bd’ me sao?”

“Dﬁng7’

“Anh 12...” Yukinari nhin chim chim vao Koichi. “Ariake?”

Koichi thgng than nhin lai, am thAm suy tinh.

Cu dién cua Yukinari 1a mot ti€ng tried'c. Anh ta bao mudn gap vi ¢
chuyén céan néi vé Yazaki Shizuna, cling nhan ra ngeoi nghe may khong
phai Kasugai & Cortesia Japan, nhwng khong gan hdi gi. Anh ta quen
Shizuna la do sdp dt, tat nhién Kasugai ciing chi 12 nhan vat hu cau. Chic
han anh ta da doan ra c6 ngwoi dang sau giat day.

Koichi quyét dinh cr di gép r'6i tuy theo tryc gidc s€ quyét dinh xem ¢6
nén ti€t 16 lai lich minh hay khong.

“Pung. T6i da nghe Shizuna ndi lai. Vu cudn s khong thuan loi 14m,
dang ti€c qua!”

“That 1a si'm rén gitra troi xanh. Tdi khdng nghi ding sau cudc gip cta
ching t6i lai ¢6 ca mdt k€ hoach. Tha'y tdéi mu quang vo tri dam dau vao cd
&y, chdc anh budn cudi 1m nhi?”

“Xin 101, chiing t6i khong ranh d&n thé&’, chdng t6i chi cd” tim cdch vach
tran tdi dc cua lao Masayuki th6i.”

“Cach anh tim sao lai phién phirc nhw vay? Néu tha'y bd toi gidng hung
tha, anh chi can bdo canh sét la xong ma?”’

“Gidng sudng thi canh sat ché?ing can thi¢p dau.”

“Cho nén anh m&i thu x€p d€ gidu vat chirng vao nha t6i? La that da'y.
Trong lic cac anh thyc hién k& hoach, canh sat c6 dén gap bd t6i vai [an,
con mang theo mdt chi€c dong h'6 cii ntra. Li€u c6 lién quan...”

“Anh nghi nhi€u qua. Chiing t6i v can. Canh sat cling cho tdi xem dong
h'd r'6i, t6i hoan toan khdng biét gi vé nd, gan ddy moi hay tin canh sat
dang d& méit d&n 130 Masayuki. N&u anh biét co duyén nao khi&n ho nghi
ngo bd anh thi cho t6i biét v&i. Bat k€'la co duyén nao cling ¢6 1¢1i cho
ching t6i. N€u canh sat kham nha va phat hién ra cudn so thi con gi bang.”



Yukinari nhin Koichi bﬁng anh méit hét sic nghi€m tuc, nhr ¢d nhin thau
suy nghi trong long Koichi, “Anh dga vao com bo bam d€ khang dinh b&
toi 1a hung thu?”

“Ta't nhién roi. Hrong vi khong phai thir dé dang triing hop tinh co'. Toi
chi suy luan dwgc 1a mot bén #n cép bi quyét clia bén kia. Va bén in cip 1a
ai, chic anh khong can t6i néi tring ra dau nhi?”

Yukinari nhan nhé day kho s&, “Toi bi€t, b6 tdi tao ra nd sau.”

“Vay anh hi€u dwoc tdm trang cla toi chr?”

Yukinari cii dau, dwa tay 18y cd'c ca phé da, khong udng ma lai ngang
dau Ién, “Tiép theo day, anh dinh thé nao? K& hoach d€ canh sat tim tha'y
vat ching tha't bai r'6i con gi.”

“Tai chiing t6i long vong qua thdi. Lan t&i ching toi s€ do'c strc cho mot
ké& hoach trrc dién hon. Canh sat dang nghi ngo’ 140 Masayuki r'oi. N&u
chiing tdi hop téc tich cire v&i bon ho, t6i tin chinh nghia s& thing.” Tuy
khong thich tir chinh nghia 1dm, nhung Koichi budc phai manh dan diing
dén.

“Céc anh 1am gi c6 bing chirng?” Yukinari nhin Koichi bang 4nh méit do
x€t.

Koichi ¢cAm c6c, tu coca wng wc, da tan lam vi coca nhat toet, “Hién tai
toi chwa c6 bang chirng thuyét phuc, dé 1a sy that. May thay, ching t6i con
con at chu bai.”

“At chi bai?”

“Anh bié€t khong, hung tha da d€ quén d'6 tai hién treong. Ma khong hin
la quén, Ong ta cd tinh khong mang vé &y. Vi c6 da'u hiéu cho th@y hung
thi ¢& tinh x6a dd'u vén tay. Hung thii cho rang chi ¢an khong lru lai ddu
van tay thi s€ khong sa lwdi. Tuy nhién, diéu nay chi ding véi khoa hoc ki
thuit thoi d6. Toi gior, canh sdt van chwa nhé ra mén d'6 bi bo lai hién
treong. Thoi the” da thay doi, ki thudt giam dinh phat tri€n nhay vot, khong
can phai cin ¢t vao mdi da’u van tay nira.”

“Khong cin mdi ddu vén tay... Y anh 1 gidm dinh DNA?”

Koichi gat dau thiat manh, “Hzn anh bi€t, gidm dinh DNA can dén téc va
mau, nhung cong nghé m&i nha't con tuyét vori hon nhiéu. M6 hoi, bya
rang, thim chi ca dau ti€t ra to ngén tay cling ¢6 the’ dem di giam dinh. No6i



cach khac, du cho dau van tay bi x6a sach, chi can mét trong cac muc kia
con dinh lai, ngwoi ta sé truy lung dwore thi pham thoi.”

Vi da luyén tap sudt trén quang dwong dén day, Koichi néi nang rat troi
chdy.

Mobn @6 bd quén anh mudn ndi, chinh la cdi 6 nhya & ctra hau Ariake vao
dém an mang. Rat c6 kha nang n6 thudc s& hiru cua hung thi, khdng hi€u
sao lai khong th€ tré thanh manh m&i di€u tra. Koichi khong rd canh sat da
lam gi v&i cdi 0, va ¢6 dinh tién hanh theo hwdng anh vira dé cip khong.
Du sao di nira, anh van cho rang phai tung ra quan bai manh d€ doi dau voi
Yukinari. N&u anh khong con vii khi gi ntra, ¢6 khi Yukinari lai chay ngay
di bao canh sat vé hanh vi ciia Shizuna. Khi &y, miii dui canh sat khong
nhtrng khong chia vao Masayuki, ma s€ quay sang anh em anh.

“Chéc anh khong dinh cho tdi biet mén @6 bd quén kia 14 gi dau nhi?”
Yukinari hoi.

“Ta’t nhi€n. Ai ngu dén do ti€t 16 at cha bai cho dich.”

Koichi cdm thdYy tro ltra clia minh da thanh cong. Chi can Yukinari bat an
la anh dat muc tiéu. C6 1€ Yukinari s€ k& lai chuyén hom nay cho Masayuki,
chang sao ca. Ban than Masayuki han cling nhan ra minh da bé quén 6 &
hién treong, va dang hoang s¢>. N&u vi hoang s’ ma 6ng ta manh dong, anh
em anh s€ tao dwoc buwde dot pha.

Sau mot Iic nhiu may tram tw, Yukinari ngang mat 1én nhw da ha quyét
tam, “Anh c6 dinh thw lai [an ntra khong?”

“Gi co'?” Koichi bdi rdi. “Thw cai gi?”

“Gai bay. Cédc anh gid'u s0, va thit bai. T6i dang hoi céc anh c6 mudn
thi 1ai Tan ntra khong.”

Koichi bat ceoi rung cé vai, “Toi da to mo khdng bi€t anh s néi gi. TA't
nhién ching t6i vAn mudn. Chiing tdi dang c& ging chitng minh tdi 4c clia
lao Masayuki b6  anh.”

“Nén t6i m&i @€ nghi anh thir lai TAn ntra. L'an nay toi s€ gitp. N&u bd’
toi thye sy 1a hung tht, nha't dinh s€ thanh cong.”

Koichi nhiu may, nhin chim chim vao Yukinari, “Anh néi nghiém tic
da’y a?”

“Chuyén nay dem ra dua dwoec ha?”



“Nghe chung khong phai anh mudn gai biy t6i. Nhung tai sao chi?”
“Qua 16 rang r'oi. T6i mudn bi€t chan twdng.” Cudi cling Yukinari cling
cam cOc ca phé da 1én.

Lic Koichi vé dén chung cw, khdng chi Taisuke, ma ca Shizuna cling dang
doi anh.

“Anh da dan hai dira tam thoi drng dé€n diy co’ ma. Ai bi€t Kashiwabara
s& ghé qua ltic ndo. Chiing ta bi bét giip & cling nhau thi phién to.” Koichi
nhin Shizuna.

“Em goi n6 t&i ddy.” Taisuke ndi. “Anh vira di gdp Yukinari v€ co ma.
Chung ta phai cho Shi biét tinh hinh ch.”

“Sao r'oi anh?” Shizuna nhin anh v&i 4nh mét lo 1ing.

“Pung la bwde ngodt anh may khong lvong dwgce.”

Koichi k& cho hai em nghe vé dé nghi cia Yukinari. Nghe xong, Shizuna
tram tw, con Taisuke thi van veo trén giwong.

“R61 anh hai tinh sao?”

“ff, anh ciing hoi boi r6i, nhung anh quy€t dinh phdi hop voi Yukinari.”

,“Liéu c6 6n khong? Hén khong choi ddm dao sau lung ddy ch? V&i

hzim ta, hanh dong nay sé phanh phui t0i gi€t ngwoi cua 6ng bs". Cé 1y nao
han lai tré thanh dong minh cda chiing ta?”

“Khong phai hén sé trd thanh ¢dng minh ctia chiing ta. Hin chi mudn
lam rd chén twdng, két thic moi viéc theo cach ctia minh thoi.”

/“C(’) ngudi suy nghi ki€u 4y sao?” Taisuke nhiin nhé, nghiéng d4u thic
mac.

“Né&u la Yukinari thi hoan toan c6 the.” Shizuna néi doan, ngang mat 1én
nhin Koichi. “Vi anh &y 1a ngwoi nhw vy ma.”

Koichi gat gu, “Pung ra anh khong nén néi diéu nay.” Anh nhin Shizuna.
“Nhung anh hiéu so’ so’ 1y do may phai 1ong hin roi.”

“Pa bdo em khong phai long anh ta ma...” Shizuna vira Iam bam vua s’
mong chan minh.



Yukinari khé hit siu mot hoi. Sau khi sip x&p lai cau chir trong d4u, anh
gior tay 1én go cura.

Tw bén trong vong ra &m thanh tram thap, “Vao di.”

Yukinari xoay tay nim ctra.

Masayuki dang ng'6i bén ban, go’ kinh 130 xudng, xoay ghé’lai, “Sao
the™?”

“Con ¢6 chuyén quan trong mudén néi.”

“Vé quén an & Azabu Juban ha?”

“KhQng a. Ve bo.” Yukinari ngdi xudng sofa don, “Hom nay, trong luc
bd di vang, canh sat Kanagawa da d€n nha minh.”

Mait Masayuki t61 sam lai, “Lai nra? Ho néi gi?”

“Nghe hoi ki la... Ho xin dwoc kiém tra DNA ctia bd.”

“DNA? B¢ lam gi?”

“Ho dang diéu tra mot vu giét ngwoi cwdp ciia xay ra mwoi bdn nam
trrde. Nghe néi sap hét thdi hiéu to tung nén ho khong quan tim d&n hinh
thirc ntra, ma mudn ti€n hanh giam dinh DNA ta't ca cac do1i twong tinh
nghi. May thay me da vé qué. Chuyén nay khong the’ d€ me biét.”

“Mudn giam dinh thi phai bi€t DNA cda hung thad chi...”

“Nghe n6i hung thu da bé quén mot thir tai hién treong. Thoi d6 chi
giam dinh DNA t&r 16ng, téc va mdu, nhwng v&i khoa hoc ki thuét hién tai,
chi ¢can 1a m'6 hoi, bya rang, hay dau trén da tay ciing giam dinh dwoce.”

“Vaya...”

Nhin anh mét Masayuki van ddi ra khong trung vo dinh, Yukinari ¢6 linh
tinh chang lanh. Anh chwa ting tha'y b minh t6 ra ba't an thé nay bao gio'.
“Con khong mudn ho 1dng nhing thém, nén di tir quyét dinh dwa ban
chdi danh rang va dao cao rau cia b6 cho hg. Can c6 bién ban cua chinh

chtl nira, con bén thay mét ki ludn. Khong sao chir a?”

Masayuki chép mét ma’y cdi roi khé git dau, “Um. Ciing dwoee. Canh sat
con néi gi nira khong?”

“Hét a. Chic xong xudi ca roi. That may vi con da quyét dinh ding ddn.”

N



“U, chuyén anh mudn néi chi ¢ vay thoi a?”
“Chi ¢6 vy thoi.” Yukinari dirng 1én. “Xin 16i da qua’y ray lic b6 lam
viéc. Chic b6 ngt ngon.”

Yukinari di ra khoi phong, van kip nghe b minh “Um” mot ti€ng.

Sau khi tra ban @0 trén dién thoai va nhin bién chi dan trén cot dién, Koichi
dwng lai, “C6 1€ 1a dwong nay. RE & géc kia sé trong tha’y nha Yukinari.”

“Sao em ctr cing thing kicu gi &y.” Taisuke li€m moi.

“Ché)ing gidng may chit nao. C6 phdi [an dau ti€n may dong kich dau.”

“L’an nay khac v¢i di Iira bon thanh nién ma. V&i cd nhieng [dn &y con
Shi déng vai chinh ntra.”

“So’ gi chir! May lam dworc!”

“Puoc khong trovi! Ma thoi, phéi thir moi bié€t.” Taisuke chinh lai ca-vat.

Ca hai anh em déu mac b0 vest tir t&,

Koichi quan sat Taisuke roi thé dai, “Phai ndi anh phuc may that da’y.
Vai gi cling choii. Dt vAn 1a bd @6 h'di déng gid nhan vién ngin hang,
nhwng lai todt ra khi cha't cia mot di€u tra vién.”

“C6 18 tai em thi€u c4 tinh nén m&i dé nhap vai.” Taisuke chinh lai mét
kinh. Tat nhién la kinh khong dd.

“Anh lai nghi khong don gian vy dau.” Hai anh em dang dirng chan bén
quén ca phé, bong phan chiéu vao ctra kinh. Koichi soi minh va ngoeo dau.
“Nguwore lai, anh thdy anh dang lo.”

Koichi khong deo ca-vat. Taisuke bdo nhw vy nhin ra ddng dié€u tra vién
hon.

“Anh dwng treng bd mat dang s¢ thé” chir.” Taisuke noi.

“Piéu tra vién thuwong cé d6i mét sic bén ma.”

“MAa’y 6ng dirng tudi thi khdng sao, nhwng thanh nién ma bay ra vé mat
nay chi thd'y bim tron thoi. Anh nhin ddm dién vién tré vao vai canh st
trén phim, trong toan nhw dau gd'u &y. Pung lam 16" qua.”



“Khé ghé. Phan dién xud't danh trong ciy vao may.” Koichi nhin dong
h'6 deo tay r'oi si€t chat dién thoai. “Tdi gior r'oi. Tao goi dién day.”

“Masayuki c6 nha khéng nhi?”

“Chéc c6! Hom nay Togami-tei nghi, chdc Yukinari dang gitr chan ldo &
nha.”

“Chi mong Yukinari khong phan boi chiing ta.” Ddi mét Taisuke 1§ vé
ba't an.

“Pa t¢i day roi, dung néi nhw vdy. Phai ha quyét tam thoi.” Koichi bAm
dién thoai.

Dién thoai reo vang khi kim déng h'6 treo twong chi 1 gio’ 10 phit trwa.
Ping thda thudn. Yukinari nhin sang b&". Masayuki dang doc bdo trén sofa.
Kimiko di xem kich cuing ban, phéi t67 m¢&i vé. Khong phai ngiu nhién ma
ba di chot ding hom nay, chinh Yukinari da tdng vé cho me, di nhién la do
khong mudn ba phai chirng kién nhitng gi sdp x4y ra.

Yukinari nghe may, “Alo, Togami Yukinari xin nghe.”

“Ariake day.” Bén kia néi. “T6i & gan nha anh r6i. B6 anh c6 nha
khong?”

“B&'toi a? Vang, dang & nha, c6 chuyén gi a?” Yukinari vira trd lovi vira
ngoanh ra nhin b&". Masayuki ciing ngang mat 1én khoi to bdo.

“Ti€n hanh k& hoach nhé? Vai phit nira ching t6i dé€n noi.”

“Bay gior a? Chéic 1a dwoc thdi, nhung c¢é chuyén gi a?”

“T6i di cing mot ngwoi nira. Lan ddu anh gap Yazaki Shizuna, cd &y di
cung mot nguoi ¢6 tén Kasugai, Kasugai nhan vién cong ty Cortesia Japan
4y, nhd khong? Cau ta di cung tdi, cling dong gia canh sat, nén anh dwng td
ra ba't ngo. TA't nhién, tdi néi hét trinh tw k& hoach cho ciu ta r'éi.”

“T6i hieu. The& vién canh sat dé tén la...?”

“Tam thoi ¢ 187y tén Kusanagi di. Kusanagi thanh vién nhém SMAP &Y.
Con t6i 12 Kaga. Kaga trong tén ntt dién vién Kaga Mariko. Ca hai la diéu
tra vién thudc S& Canh sat tinh Kanagawa. T6i chuan bj danh thi€p day roi,



c6 ca thé nganh nira nhung trong hoi 16 liéu, dé bi phét hién nén né&u c6 thé,
ching t6i khong mudén 18y ra.”

“T6i hi€u. Vay hen anh mwoi phit niva.” Yukinari cip may.

“Cénh sat goi a?” Masayuki héi ngay.

“Vang. Ho néi sip t&i nha minh vi ¢6 viéc quan trong lién quan dén
chuyén hom trude.”

“KE&t qua giam dinh DNA ha?”

“Con nghi vay. Ho bao d€ dén noi s€ ndi cu the.”

“Um...” Masayuki gép to’ bao lai v&i vé mat tram tuw.

bing mwoi phit sau, chudéng ctra reo 1én.

“Toi 1a Kusanagi, thuoc S& Canh sat Kanagawa. Xin 16i vi d&€n dot ngot
qud.” Khi bwde vao cira, Taisuke ty gidi thiéu va chia danh thié€p ra.

“C6 mat nhiu thoi gian khong a?” Yukinari hoi.

“Cai do6 con tuy ndi dung trao doi. Chung tdi c6 the gdp ong Togami
Masayuki khong?”

“Puorc, moi cdc anh theo t61.”

Cung Taisuke di qua doan hanh lang dai, Koichi thAm cdm thdn, dién
xud't thin sau qua! DU khong ¢6 mit Masayuki, Yukinari van gitt dwoc thai
do6 than nhién ding myec khi thay Taisuke. RS rang anh ta quy€t tam mudn
l1am cho cdi biy nay that hoan hdo.

Masayuki ng'6i & sofa, méc cardigan mau nau nhat.

Chao héi xong, Koichi va Taisuke ng'di xuéng doi dién Masayuki.
Yukinari ng6i canh b minh.

“Chéc anh day di k& lai v&i ong roi, ching toi dang diéu tra mot vu giét
ngwoi cwdp cia mueei bdn nam trede & Yokosuka. Phia canh sat da thu
thap dwoc mot s6 manh md1, chiing t6i phu trach diéu tra vé mén @6 dwoc
cho 1a ciia hung thd bd quén tai hién treong, cu the'la ti€n hanh phan tich
DNA thu dwgre & mén d6 &y. Ki thuat nay mwoi b6n nam triedc chwa xué't
hi¢n.”



Taisuke khong nhirng néi nang trdi chay, ma con ty nhi€n hon moi khi.
Koichi nghi chic s& khong bi nghi ngo’ gi dau.

“Céc cau con giam dinh ca DNA cua t6i ntra nhi?” Masayuki noi.

“Pung ra phai c6 bién ban xac nhan cta chinh chu, nhung anh day da chu
dong ki thay cho 6ng. Nho anh &y ma viéc gidam dinh dwoc ti€n hanh nhanh
chéng.” Taisuke nhin sang Yukinari, cdi dau néi. “Cam on anh.”

“Thé& di c6 k&t qua gidm dinh chwra?” Masayuki nhin Taisuke bing dnh
mét hét sirc nghiém tiic.

Koichi cdm nhan dworc, 6ng ta dang ndn néng. Chic chin sau khi nghe
Yukinari k&€ vé viéc giam dinh DNA, Masayuki di lo l1ing t&i mat dn mat
ngu, va gio’ 6ng ta st rudt vé két qua. Koichi ty tin 1a k& hoach s€ thanh
cOng my man.

“Co6 roi1.” Taisuke nhin thaalng vao Masayuki. “Ké&t qua cho thaYy, ti 1€
tring khép t&i 99,9%, con s6 thdoa man yéu cau td tung tredee toa.”

Koichi nhan ra coo mdt Masayuki giat giat.

Yukinari bat day, “Chuyén quai gi viy! Chic chin c6 nham ln & day.”
“Chung t6i da gidam dinh ra't than trong d€ khong xay ra sai s6t. Ching
toi c6 mang k&t qua dén day, anh mudn xem khdng?”” Taisuke néi v&i giong

cuc ki binh tinh.

“T6i khong can xem ma’y thi nham nhi d6!” Yukinari nhin xu6ng b&’
minh. “B&’, chung ta goi Nakahara di. Chuyén nay that vo ly!”

Theo ti€t 10 tredc d6 cua Yukinari, Nakahara 1a ludt sw quen biét cia nha
Togami.

“Dg1i da. Anh binh tinh lai di.” Masayuki n6i, roi cii dau nhw suy nghi.

Koichi nhin Yukinari. Mt ho giao nhau, vé mit Yukinari cho thd’y anh
chwa xédc dinh degc bd minh c¢6 phéi hung thi hay khong.

“Ong Togami Masayuki!” Taisuke goi. “K&t qua gidm dinh chirng minh
ong da cham vao tay cam cua mén d6 bd quén kia. Ti€p theo, chiing t6i can
lam rd 6ng da cham vao né khi nao va & dau. Mo 6ng di cuing ching t6i.”

“Khoan da! C6 da'u vét cham vao tay cam, khong c¢6 nghia mén do 1a do
b6 t6i d€ lai hién treong, ding khéng?” Yukinari néi v&i vé hung dir khing
khiép. “Cé6 th€ bd t6i nhAm 14n nén cham vao @0 cua ngwoi khac. Hodc



nguoc lai, c6 th€ hung thu an trom d6 cia bo tdi. Chwa da d€ tré thanh
bang chirng két tdi!”

“Ta't nhién, toi khong két tdi ong &Y. Toi chi ndi, ching tdi da chirng
minh dwoe Ong &y tirng cham vao nd.” Taisuke nhe nhang dap.

Yukinari nhin Masayuki.

“Puing 12 h'6i d6 bo ra't thich mot thir. N6 nhe va dé ¢Am, nhung lai bi
ngudi ta 14y trom ma't. Cé th€ ké danh cip né da gay ra 4n mang.”

“Bi 18y trom? Céi gi bi 18y trom vay?” Taisuke hdi Masayuki.

“Khong, chic khong phai dau.” Masayuki 14c dau.

“Hay cho chiing toi bi€t né 1a cdi gi, @& phong c¢6 nham 1an.”

“B6 cho ho biet di.”

“Con im nao. Cai 0 do6 thi lién quan gi! D€ yén bd suy nghi xem!”

Nghe dén diy, Koichi nhan ra mit Yukinari tring béch di, du @ rii guc
xudng. Tréi lai, Koichi thd’y mau minh s6i 1€n, nguei néng ran. Anh nhin
sang bén, mat Taisuke cling d6 bung.

“B&’!” Van cdi dau, Yukinari hdi, “Sao b6 biét 1a céi 6?7

Masayuki nhin con trai v&i vé nghi hoac, “Gi co?”

Yukinari ngang 1&n, mit anh tring béch nhung vanh mét tng do, “Niy
gio’ ¢6 ai n6éi mon d6 bd quén la cdi 6 dau. Lam sao bd' biét?”

Masayuki khong hi€u y con ngay, mat mdt lat m&i nhén ra, dng ta mé to
madt nhin hai anh em Koichi.

“Gid'u dau hé dudi roi nhé, dng Masayuki!” Koichi El(’)i. “To1 nghe ra't
6. Con trai dng ciing c6 th€’ 1am chirng cho chiing t6i. Ong khong con
dwong thoat dau.”

Masayuki nhin Yukinari, “Chuyén nay la sao?”

Yukinari khd sé& 1ic dau, “Ho khodng phai canh sat. Ho 14 con trai vor
ch'ong Ariake bi sat hai nam xwa.”

“Con nha Ariake...” Masayuki nhan mat.

“Chac bd dang mudn hadi tai sao con lai lam th€’, con s€ néi sau. Truwdc
mat, con chi mudn néi v&i b6 mot diéu duy nha't. B6 hay dau thi di. Dau
thu, va chudc t01.” Giong Yukinari nghen ngao.



“Ong Masayuki!” Koichi néi. “Ching toi ¢6 mot thda thuin. N&u chirng
minh dwore 1a 6ng da pham tdi, con trai dng s€ khuyén 6ng di dau thd. Doi
lai, ching t6i s& khong néi gi v&i canh st vé dién bién hom nay. Ong dau
thd 1a do tw nguyén. Nhw vay s€ ¢6 lgii hon khi ra tdoa nhi?”

“Moi chuyén két thic r'6i.” Taisuke go kinh xudng. “T6i da nhin thay
mét 6ng vao dém an mang. Sudt mwoi bon ndm, tdi chwa ting quén.”

Masayuki nhiu may, méi mim chat thanh mét dwong thflng. Vét mo hoi
chay dai tw thai dwong.

“B@,” Yukinari goi. “Con xin b&"! It nha't, dirng d€ con phéi nhin tha’y b’
trong bd dang dang xau ho!”

Masayuki budng mot ti€ng théd dai, dwa mét nhin anh em Koichi, “Thi ra
la con anh ta.”

“Chinh 6ng da gi€t b6" me t6i, ding khong?” Koichi hoi.

Masayuki khong ddp, ma quay sang nhin con trai minh, “Hai canh st [an
tredrc d€n ddy... canh sat Kanagawa &Yy, hinh nhw tén 1a Hagimura voi
Kashiwabara nhi? Minh con gitr danh thi€p cta ho khong?”

“Con nghi van con.” Yukinari dirng 1én, mé ngén kéo td phong khéch,
18’y danh thi€p va dat xudng tred'c mat Masayuki. “Pay a.”

Masayuki ¢dm 1€n, so sanh v&i danh thi€p anh em Koichi dwa lic méi
dén.

“Lam gidng nhw ddc.” N6i doan, ong ta khé cuori.

Koichi nghi, phai ching diy 12 nu cwoi cay ding cta ngudi da quyét
dinh s€ thu nhan ta't ca?

Masayuki cam dién thoai, nhin danh thi€p Hagimura va bam s&’, “Alo...
Xin hoi, ¢6 phai cAu Hagimura khong? Xin 16i da qua’y ray lic cAu ban. Toi
la Togami Masayuki.” Ong ta néi bang giong hét sirc binh tinh. “Bay gio’ c6
tieén khong?... Vang, that ra t61 c6 chuyén quan trong can néi. Cau dén nha
to1 ludn nhé?”

Koichi phat hoang, khong ngo Masayuki lai goi thfmg cho Hagimura,
“Cu th€'toi sé giai thich khi gap mét... Vang, vay hen cau lat nira... Vang,
cam on cau.” Cip mdy r'oi, Masayuki néi voi Koichi. “Tam mot ti€ng nira
ho s€ tdi.”

“N€u 6ng dinh dau thu thi chung t61 s€ tam lanh di.”



“Khong can, cac cau ctr & lai. Hon ntra, khong phai t6i dau thd.”

“Ha?” Koichi nhan thd’y minh dang nhe ring. “Ong vira néi gi?”

“Céc cdu nghe day.” Masayuki ngan Yukinari lai, mot [4n ntra nhin vé
phia hai anh em. “Bi nghi ngo ciling khoé trach, nhwng tdi ¢én néi cho rd
rang. K¢é gi€t bd" me cac cau khdng phai t6i!”

“Ong bao sao!?”

“Ong dirng c¢6 ma gidn mit!” Taisuke bat day. “Ong khong nghe tdi néi
sao? Toi bao tdi tha'y mét 6ng da’y! Pung c6 gia diéc!” Trong Taisuke nhw
th& sip nhay bd vao Masayuki. Koichi phai duwa tay gitr em lai.

“Y 6ng 12 sa0?” Anh hdi Masayuki.

“Ngudi ma ciu bit gip ding 12 tdi.” Masayuki ngwdc nhin Taisuke. “T6i
thtra nhan, d8m hém d6, t6i da dén nha cac ciu, quan Ariake.”

“... Nhuwng 6ng khong giét ngwoi?” Koichi hai.

“T6i khong giét ngwoi. Hung thi khong phai t6i.” Masayuki khé dap.
“Thoi di€ém toi dén, tham kich da xay ra. B6' me cac ciu bj gi€t ca roi.”

“Sao 6ng d4m néi ddi tring tron nhwr vay...” Koichi nghién ring nghién
lori nhin tring trieng vao Masayuki.

“To1 kl\léng n6i doi. N&u c4c cau chiu binh tinh 14ng nghe, t6i s& k& ngon
nganh. Bang khong, danh phai cho’ canh sat téi.”

Koichi va Taisuke hai mat nhin nhau. Taisuke cim ud't th hong hdc.
Koichi danh vd vai em, bdo ciu ng'6i xudng.

“Puorc, ching tdi nghe day.” Koichi néi voi Masayuki.

N&u canh sat t&i, deng ndi ban than Koichi, ma ngay ca viéc Taisuke cé
mat tai day ciling ra't khdng hay. Tinh hinh da th& nay, khong thé cir vy ma
ding 1én di vé dwoe. Anh quy€t dinh phé méc cho s& phéan.

“Yukinari!” Masayuki goi. “Anh vao phong b&’, mé ngin kéo ban dwdi
cung, dem cudn sO trong cdi boc mau den ra diy. Nh¢é 1a khong dwgec mé
xem dau day.”

“Boc mau den... Vang.” Yukinari ra khoi phong.

Masayuki lai nhin anh em Koichi va Taisuke, “Sao cac ciu bi€t ve t6i?”

“Nghe canh st n6i.” Koichi dap. “Ho hdi t6i ¢6 4n twgng nao voi quéan
an c6 t€n Togami-tei khong. Tuy ho khong néi cu th€, nhung xét thd'y cé the



li€n quan dén vu an, nén hai anh em da dé€n quén an & Kannai. Va ching t6i
da xac nhan dién mao 6ng.”

“Ra vay! La that day. O quén in d6, tdi hAu nhwr khong ra ding trude.”
Masayuki nghiéng dau hoai nghi. “T6i con muén hdi mdi quan hé ctia cic
cu v&i Yukinari, ma chuyén nay d€ sau ciing dwore, tuy rang toi dodn c6
lién quan dén cd Saori kia.”

Xem chirng 6ng ta nghi ngo’ Shi tir 1au r'oi.

Tha’y Koichi im lang, Masayuki gat gu td vé da hi€u, “Cac ciu an d6 nha
to1 ro6i?”

“Chiing t6i da an com bo bam.” Koichi néi. “Tuy c6 diéu chinh, nhwng
o rang la hwong vi ctia bd t6i.”

V¢ mat Masayuki dju lai, 6ng gat dau, “B6 cac cau la mot dau bép tai ba.
Anh ta ra't sdng tao, tdo bao, cuc ki tinh t& trong viéc diéu chinh hwong vi.
Pang ti€c, ngoai na'u nwdng, anh ta con dam mé nhiéu thir khac. N&u anh
ta khdng mdu co bac, phat dat va noi ti€ng bay gior sé 1a Ariake, chir khong
phai Togami-tei.”

“Y 6ng 12 sa0?”

Koichi dit 1o ding lic Yukinari quay lai, tay ¢cdm cudn s0.

Masayuki nhan 18y sO va n6i, “Pung nhw nhin nhan cia cac ciu, hwong
vi nha t6i phat tri€n trén nén tang cong thirc Ariake.”

“Tc 1a, 6ng khong thtra nhan minh gi€t ngwoi, nhwng thira nhan danh
cip cong thirc?”

“Khong hé, téi khong ddnh cip. T6i mua lai.”

“T6i mua thir nay, véi gia 500 nghin yén.” Masayuki gid s0, dat trwedc
mat Koichi.

Koichi dwa mét nhin va nin thé. Trong s& ddn d4y c4c ban photocopy, ma
ndi dung thi, anh rd hon ai hét.

Yukinari cling nhoai ngwoi nhin vao, “S6 ghi cdng thirc ddy ma!”
“Anh thd’y ban gdc r'oi ha?” Masayuki hoi con trai véi vé bat ngo.
“Hai ngwoi ho cho con xem. C6 that 1a b6” mua né khong?”

“That!” Masayuki nhin sang hai anh em Koichi. “Luc &y, Yukihiro
nghién co bac ghé 1dm. Ching t6i giip nhau I4n d4u chinh 14 & mot noi nhw



vay. No6i ding hon, t6i giao @0 an toi d6 va gap anh ta.”

Koichi hiéu, dng ta dang nhéc t&i quén ghi do.

“T6i giao d'6 t&i va xay ra tranh cii nho nhd v&i Yukihiro. Anh ta mia
mai t6i rang ban d6 an d& khi€p ma khong bi€t xa'u ho. Hoi ra moi biét
anh ta cling 1a dau bép moén Tay. Bay gio toi ty tin vao tay nghé ctia minh
1dm nén da vin lai, ‘M6n anh nd'u thi sao?” Hom sau toi t&i chd anh ta, tikc
quan Ariake.”

Masayuki nhin xa xim nhw dang h'6i twéng chuyén xuwra, doan lic du.

“Khi an mén anh ta nd'u, t6i bi s6c. N6 phd vo' moi khai niém vé moén an
phwong TAy ma t6i van nhan dinh. RSt cudc, tdi da hi€u tai sao quan minh
khong dwoc wa chudng. T6i nhan ra, ddy mdi chinh 1a hwong vi khién
ngwoi ta nhd mai. Toi ¢d suy nghi xem lam cach nao d€ tao ra hwong vi
nhw vay, nhwng khong tim dwgc cau tra 1oi. Vi the', t6i danh mu6i mat hoc
hoi Yukihiro. TAt nhién, dovi ndo anh ta chi din, anh ta bao tw nghi di.”

“Thé tai sao cdng thirc nay lai...” Koichi thic méc.

“Tré vE quan, toi lao dau vao nghién ctru. T6i ty héi liéu cé cach nao d€
tao ra hrong vi doc ddo 4’y hay khong. Thir hét moi cdch van khong téi tao
dwoee. Gitra ldc t6i dang bang hoang vi sy ba't lyc ciia minh thi Yukihiro goi
dén, hdi ¢c6 mudén mua lai cong thirc khéng.”

“B& toi dé nghi 477

“Vi anh ta can tién. Anh ta khong k& cu the, nhung t6i bi€t. Nghe don
anh ta co’ bac d&€n ndi mac no’ kha nhiéu va sap dén han tra. Con s6 500
nghin yén la do anh ta dwa ra, chac la con s& con thi€u sau khi xoay x&
khdp noi.”

“Va bd quyét dinh mua luén?” Yukinari hoi.

Nhan mat mot cach kho sé¢, Masayuki gat dau.

“Pay la chuyén dang xau ho d6i voi mot dau bép, nhung tdi chd’p nhan.
Toi 14p tire rit tién trong tai khodn ngén hang va giri dam bao cho Yukihiro.
To6i s¢ chidn chw s€ ¢6 ké khac nang tay trén. Hom sau, Yukihiro goi toi,
bao da photocopy san cdng thirc, toi d€n ma I1ay. T6i tranh tha dén ngay,
tuy nhién con veong viéc trong quan nén t¢i noi thi da kha mudn. Theo 1o
dan cda Yukihiro, t6i bang qua mat tién quan d€ vong ra ctra hju.”

No6i t&i ddy, Masayuki tam ngung, hit mot hoi thét sau.



“C6 mot nguoi dang dirng & da’y. Toéi khong thd'y mét, nhwng voc dang
khong giong Yukihiro. Liic t6i trong thay ctra hau ciing 1a lic ngwoi do di
vao trong.”

Koichi chom ngudi téi trede, “Ong bo sao co?”

“T6i khong mudn cham mit ngwoi khac, nén quyét dinh an minh cho
doi. T6i doan ngwoi kia cling 1a dau b&p dén mua céng thirc cua Yukihiro.
Néu ding 1a thé thi Yukihiro da lwra t6i.” Masayuki cwoi nhat, néi ti€p voi
vé nghiém tic. “Khoang mwoi phit sau, ctra hiu lai mé, ngwoi kia di ra va
tire to'c thdo chay. Poi hin khui't dang, tdi m&i mé cira va cat tiéng goi.
Khong ai trd 1o, t6i danh tw di vao. Khi kéo ctra treg't phong khach, toi da
suyt hét 1én.”

Koichi nh¢ 1ai canh teong tirng chirng ki€n mwoi bon nam treoc.
Masayuki c6 suyt hét 1én ciing 1a binh thwong.

“Y nghi duy nh't ciia toi lic &y 14, khong th€ & lai ddy. T6i toan chay thi
phat hién tip gid’y photocopy trén gid. Chinh la ban sao cong thirc. T6i chdp
12y va phdng ra ctra hau.” Masayuki quay nhin Taisuke. “C¢ 1€ d6 1a lic
ciu bit gip toi. Vi dang s phat khiép, téi khdng nhan ra c¢é dira tré & d6.”

“Dd1 trd!” Taisuke y&u &t néi. “Ong doi tra!”

“Nghe ra't kho tin, nhwng ta't ca la sy that.” Masayuki thé dai. “Dya vao
cong thirc mua duoce, tdi bit dAu ban com bo bim Ariake tai qun nha. N6
dwoc moi nguoi wa chudng, va Togami-tei tré nén phat dat. Tuy nhién toi
khong tw hao chit nao khi dwgrc danh gia cao nho sy gian 14n, va ludn ty
din vit ban than vi qud khit mo 4m nay. Téi mudn nhanh chéng thodt khoi
cong thirc Ariake. Ti€c thay, hwong vi Ariake ngay cang mang lai tén tudi
cho Togami-tei, toan tinh clia tdi thanh luan quan.”

Masayuki ddt hai tay 1€n dau go1, cui minh that tha’p, “Thuc sy khong
biét phai xin 16i cdc cu th& ndo, cdc cu da phai trdi qua bao nhiéu chuyén
chi vi thdi do6 ich ki bo bo git* minh cua t6i. To6i xin 16i!”

Taisuke dirng phét ddy, “Chuyén dé sao ciing dworc. Ca chuyén 6ng dn
cip cong thirc, tdi ciing khdng quan tAm. Nhung con giét ngwdi? Ong mau
thd nhan!”

“Binh tinh nao, Taisuke.”

“Anh tin lo’i 140 ta ha?! R6 rang 1a bia lao!”



“Tinh hinh th& nay, may noi ndng thi giai quy€t duwoc gi? Chan twong sé
10 rang nhanh thoi. C& nhin nhin mot chiit.” Koichi nhin Masayuki. “Ong
bdo ching tdi tin cau chuyén nay? C6 gi chirng minh nhirng diéu 6ng noéi la
su that?”

“Pgi nhom Hagimura t&1i, toi s€ cho moi ngwoi xem.” Masayuki git dau.

Nhin 4nh méit Masayuki, Koichi cdm thay niém tin trong minh lung lay.
Cau chuyén ra't hop ly. It nha't, tai day, anh khong nghi Masayuki bia dit.
Koichi nh¢ lai 1a ngwoi ta tieng trong thd'y me minh vao thw vién trede
hém an mang. Toko ra't hi€m khi d&€n thw vién. Nhuwng n€u muc dich ctua ba
la di 18y ban photocopy c6ng thirc thi cdu chuyén tré nén hoan toan logic.

Né&u c6 nguoi dén tredc Masayuki that, thi d6 1a ai? Koichi khong ¢6
mot chit &n twgng nao.

Chuong ctra vang 1én. Ta't ca ngang mat.

Yukinari roi khdi ghé”. Koichi vAn im ling nhin chdm chim vao dng chi
nha. Masayuki nhim mat lai.

Mot lat sau, Yukinari quay vao phong khéch. Theo sau anh 1a Hagimura,
va Kashiwabara.

“Cam on anh vi chuyén hdom tredce...” Git dau chao Masayuki xong,
Hagimura ngac nhién khi nhan ra Koichi, ti€p d6 nhin sang Taisuke, vé mat
strng sOt. “Cau la Taisuke?”

Taisuke cui dau, khong bi€t nén lam thé nao.

“Lién lac dwgrc v&i em trai r'oi a?” Kashiwabara nhin Koichi. “Vang,
cudi cung nd cling chju tra 1oi chdu. Chd da dan viée di€u tra cir d€ canh sat
lo, nhung chéu van khong yén 1dong, nén hai anh em da d&n Togami-tei. Lic
nhin thdy mat ngwoi nay, em chau khang dinh 6ng ta l1a hung thi. Cho nén
hém nay bon chdu m&i tra trdn vao day.”

“Tra trOn vao?” Hagimura nhiu may ngo vuyec.

“Hai cau nay da trao doi tred'c v&i con toi. Vi ban tdm vE viéc canh sat
dén nha, con t6i moi hai ciu 8y d&€n d€1am ré6 moi chuyén. Va t6i da boc
bach ta't ca nhteng gi minh bi€t. That xin 16i vi dot nhi€n goi cac ciu dén.”
Masayuki khéo 1éo gidi thich, gidu nhem chuyén anh em Koichi déng gia
canh sat dinh gai bay minh.

“Anh biét chan twdng vu Ariake sao?” Hagimura thic méc.



“Khong han. Toi khong biét hung thi, nhung ti da che gidu mot viéc
quan trong.”

Masayuki k& lai qua trinh 14’y dwrgc cong thirc nd'u dn. Hagimura bit dau
ghi chép trong khi vAn dirng. V& mit anh hét ngac nhién lai ling tdng.

Cudi cling, Kashiwabara cit tiéng, “Nghe hop 1y 1dm, tuy nhién, xin 16i
anh vi phai néi diéu nay, mwoi b6n nam la mot thoi gian dai, muén nghi ra
mot cdu chuyén logic khong khé. Anh c¢é th€ chirng minh diéu minh néi 1a
that khong?”

“Tbdi nghi 12 c6 the. It nha't t6i s& chitng minh dwoc minh khong phai
hung thu.”

Masayuki nhin Hagimura, giong cwc ki binh tinh. “Tai hién treong c6
mdt cdi 6 nhyra trong sudt, dwgrc cho 1a do hung thi bd quén, ding khong?”

Hagimura mé to mét, nhin vé phia Koichi, “Canh sat chwa cong khai chi
ti€t cai 6. Cau néi1 a?”

“Khong phai. Ong ta biét tredc khi em ndi cor, vi the’em da chic mam
ong ta la hung thua, nhwng...” Koichi Ii nhi.

“Lam sao anh bi€t?” Hagimura hoi Masayuki.

“Pon gian thdi. Vi cdi 6 1a cta téi. PEm an mang, t6i che 6 d&€n Ariake
ma.”

“Va anh quén cam veé?”

“Khong phai t6i quén cam ve.”

Hagimura ha't cam, “La sao?”

“Doi mot lat. Co6 thir nay t6i mudn cho moi ngwoi xem” Masayuki ding
1én.

Koichi khoanh tay im ldng. Anh quyét dinh tam thoi nghe hét xem sao.
Bén canh anh, Taisuke cui dau, khéng néi 1oi nao.

“That dang kinh ngac!” Hagimura 1am bam, nhwng trong tinh canh hién
tai, ti€ng 1am bam do6 nghe to khung khi€p. Kashiwabara dam chiéu suy
nghi v&i vé mat dang so.

Ti€ng budc chan vang 1én, Masayuki quay lai, tay ¢cAm mot vat thon dai
nhu cay gdy, boc trong chi€c khan goéi d6.

“Cai gi vay?” Hagimura hdi.



“Cau m¢& ra xem di.” Masayuki dwa cho Hagimura.

Hagimura théo 1&'p khin boc, Koichi bdng “A” mot ti€ng. Bén trong 12
cai 6 nhya boc tui nhya.

“P&m hom do, toi cam 6 ra khdi Ariake dang hoang.” N6i doan,
Masayuki nhin Taisuke. “Xem chwrng cdu khdng chi y d&€n di€m nay, cling
tai cam 0 khong bung thi cling kh6 nhén thdy.”

“Luc ndy anh ndi cdi 6 nam lai hién treong 1a cia anh co’ ma...”
Hagimura noi.

“Do t61 cam nham.”

“Nham?”

“Liic vao nha, toi cim 6 vio cdi x0 & ctra, lic bd chay lai cAm nham &
khac. Khi nhén ra, toi da cach Ariake kha xa roi. Bd’y gio toi syc nho,
ngwoi d€n Ariake tredre t6i cdm 6 ldc vao, lic ra lai tay khéng.”

Hagimura tron mét nhin cdi 6 trén tay, “Ttrc 13, cdi 6 nay 1a clia hung
tha...”

“Pung vady.” Masayuki git dau. “Pang 1€ tdi nén trinh dién s¢m hon,
nhwng t6i khong lam dwore. T6i khdng dd can dam. Tuy nhién, t6i y thirc
dwore sm mudn gi canh sat cling sé tim dén. Trén cai 6 han 1a con lwu dd'u
van tay, nén to6i bao quan ra't ki, khi can c6 th€ ty thanh minh. T6i bd nd vao
tdi nhya d€ khdi phai dau van tay hung tha. Thé nhwng, canh sat lai khong
dén. Muoi bon nam qua, khong mot da'u hiéu nao cho thd’y ho sé dén.
Cud1 cung, ldc cdc ciu dén, lai cho t61 xem chi€c dong h'é vang va hop keo
cii, nhirng thir t6i chwa tha’y bao gior. Cac cdu bao ¢6 da'u van tay cua toi,
toi chi bi€t dm mdi nghi ngo'. T6i dd mudn trao doi veé cai 6, song nght lai,
quyét dinh tam thoi an binh ba't dong, xem xét tinh hinh tredre da.”

Koichi cam nin. Anh khong nghi Masayuki dgng chuyén. N€u cho rang
Ong ta bja dit, ca cdi 6 cling dwoc chuan bj san d€ chay tdi, thi c6 phéan vo
ly.

“Cdc cau thi diéu tra cdi 6 nay di.” Masayuki néi véi Hagimura. “Lic
nhin ra minh cdm nham, t61 da ha hoi 1€n cén, va thd’y ddu van tay hién ra
ra't ro. Toi khang dinh da'u van tay d6 khdng phai cua t6i, vi toi chi cam
phén tan nhya, chir khong ¢am vao can 6. T6i nghi nd 1a da'u van tay cda
hung thu.”



Hagimura nhin chim chdm vao céi 6 v&i vé mit ddng sor, roi dwa mét
nhin Masayuki va cham rai 1ic d4u, “Khdng thé ndo, vay thi vo 1y qua.”

Koichi kinh hai ngdng phit 1én.

Hagimura néi v&i Masayuki, “C6 méu thudn trong ciu chuyén clia anh.
Anh dang n6i do1!”

Masayuki hoi ngac nhién, “Mau thuin chd nao?”

Hagimura hit mot hoi that sau, ti€p tuc, “Anh k€ ma khong ty cam thay
v 1y sao? Bung nhw anh néi, ching tdi da diéu tra triét d€’ veé cai 6 bi bd
quén, nhung lai khong T'an ra anh. Anh c6 bi€t tai sao khong?”

“T6i van 12y 1am thic méc, tdi ct nghi 12 tai tén minh khong xui't hién
trong vong quan hé ctia Yukihiro, chic anh ta khong cho ai biét 1a c6 quen
toi. Gan day céc cau lai yéu cau 18y da'u van tay cuia t6i, bao la d€ doi
chi€u v&i da'u van tay tim thay trén dong h'6, d6i véi toi, chuyén d6 khong
thanh van dé. Noi that, t6i nhan thirc dwoc, n€u da'u van tay cac ciu 18y
khép véi dau van tay trén cdi 6, c6 the toi sé gip rac r6i. Nhuwng tinh hudng
d6 khong xay ra. Toi van luon thic méic, khong hiu tai sao nira.”

Trong lic nghe Masayuki néi, Koichi cting nhin ra di€m v6 1y ma
Hagimura 4m chi. Cong nhan, cau chuyén Masayuki k& cé diem khong dn
kh&p voi thye t€. Tuy nhién anh van cdm thd’y Ong ta khong néi doi. Néu
ong ta 1a thi pham, khong 1y nao lai khong nhan ra di€m mau thuan nay.

“Anh Masayuki, nhirng diéu anh k€ déu ding sy that ch?” Hagimura
nhan manbh.

“Péu ding sy that. Khdng mot cau gia ddi.” Masayuki qua quyét.

“Vay thi cyc ki v6 1y! Anh bdo cdi 6 & hién treong 1a cia anh. Anh bédo
anh ty y thirc dwoe da'u van tay s€ dwore tim thdy. Van @€ 1a, ching toi
khong h€ tim th@y da'u van tay. N6 da bi chui sach.”

Nghe Hagimura néi, Koichi gat dau that manh, vi da tieng nghe thong tin
nay.

“Khong doi nao!” Masayuki stng s6t ra mat. “T6i cAm nham céi 6 vé
nha. N&u ranh r6i t&i mirc ng'di chiii did'u van tay, tdi da chang nham.”

“Vay tai sao khong con dd'u van tay nao ca?”

“T6i khong biét. T6i khong tai nao trd 101 dwore. Toi chi ndi sy that.”



“T6i mudn xac nhan lai [an ntra, cdi 6 nay thwc sy khong phai ctia anh
chr?” Hagimura hoi. “Bd&i vi n€u cdi 6 bi bd lai & hién trwong 1a ctia hung
thu, va hung thi dén Ariake trwd'c anh da chui ddu van tay, thi ciu chuyén
mai logic.”

Masayuki lic dau, “T6i biét minh 14’y nhAm 6 nén mé&i bdo quan can
than su6t mwoi bon ndm. O nhya ra't phd bi€n, nhung t6i khang dinh cai 6
nay khong phai cda t6i. O cuda t6i 1a loai nidt bAm, con cdi nay dung mi€ng
dédn nham. Pay chinh la dieém khi€n t6i nhdn ra minh nham.”

Masayuki néi that, Koichi nghi, cting khong c¢6 1y do gi d€ 6ng ta phai
né6i doi. Tai sao lai ¢6 mau thuin?

Koichi nhin cham chdm vao cai 6 trén ban. Pung nhr Masayuki néi, loai
0 nay ra't pho bi€n, & dau ciing c¢6 the' bat gap. Tan 6 trong sudt, can lam
bang nhya trang. Trén cdn ¢6 vai v&€t xwde nhd. Koichi nhin cac vét xworc,
mot 4n tweong chot ndy ra, khud’y dong ca mién ki te cli ki twdng da nga
sau.

“Cau khong sao chir?” Hagimura hoi.

Koichi khong tra 1o ngay. Gia thuy€&t dang nghi t&i khi€n anh s6'c nang,
khi&€n anh mudn pht nhan. Gia thuyét nay that kho nudt trdéi nhwng cwe ki
hop ly, khi€n cho moi nghi van hay bi an d€u trd nén rd rang.

“Anh sao vy, anh hai?” Taisuke lo 14ng hoi.

“Khong c6 gi.” Koichi cuii dau. Anh s¢’ phai ngang mat 1én. Anh ¢6” ki€m
ch& d€ nguoi dung run ray.

Hagimura khé rén ri r'di néi v&i Kashiwabara, “Tam thoi chi con cach
mang cdi 6 vé thoi anh nhi?”

“Um.” Kashiwabara khé gt dau. “Cudc diéu tra lai quay vé vach xuit
phat.”

“Van con h'0 so’ dd'u van tay mwoi bon ndm triedre. SE nho bén gidm dinh
doi chi€u. Ching t6i xin phép thu giwr cdi 6 nhé?”

Masayuki dap, “Cau ctr mang di di.”

Hai canh sat voi vang roi khoi. Yukinari tién ho ra tan ctra. Koichi vin
cui guc dau.

“Anh hai...” Taisuke yé&u &t 1én ti€ng. “Em chang hi€u gi ca. Rot cudc ai
ma&i 1a hung tha?”



Koichi ngang dau 1€n, nhin em trai va hoi, “May tw vé mdt minh dwoc
chi?”

“Gi co?”

“May Ve tredre di.” Koichi dirng 1€n, cii chao Masayuki va ra khoi
phong. Pung ldc Yukinari tir ctra quay vao.

“Sao vay?” Yukinari tron mét.

“Xin 101, toi s& gidi thich sau.” Koichi lach qua Yukinari, di d&€n ctra, x0
giay va lao ra khoi biét thy. Ra t&i dwong, anh ding lai ngé nghiéng, trong
tha’y hai ngwoi dan 6ng thi dudi theo.

Chic 12 nghe thay ti€ng chan, Hagimura va Kashiwaba cling dirng budec,
quay lai nhin.

“Sao vay?” Hagimura hoi.

“Em c¢6 chuyén mudn hdi y kién chid Kashiwabara... V& thing em em.”

Hagimura nhiu may nghi hodc, “Bon anh dang vi.”

“Em xin 10i, mdt chiit thoi gian thoi.”

Hagimura toan ndi ntra nhwng Kashiwabara ngén lai, “Cau vé bdo cdo
tredre di. To1 di cung cdu &y mot 14at.”

“Vay gap lai anh sau.” Hagimura roi di véi vé nghi hoéc.

Kashiwabara mim cwoi nhin Koichi, “Chidng ta vao quan ca phé nao d6?
Hay vura di vira néi luén?”

“Sao cling dworc.”

“Vay vwa di vira n6i.”

Kashiwabara ti€n budc theo hwdng ngwoe lai véii Hagimura. Koichi theo
sau 6ng. Kashiwabara vwra di vira goi dién, trao doi khe khé xong, 6ng cip
may va nhin Koichi.

“Chau mudn hoi y ki€n vé chuyén gi? Taisuke lam sao?”

Khong nghe Koichi ddp lai, Kashiwabara dirng bwére, nhin anh chdm
chim, “Hinh nhw khong phai chuyén lién quan d&n em chadu nhi?”

“Co lién quan. Vi n6 lién quan d&€n vu 4n. Nhung khdng phdi héi y kién,
ma héi cho r6.” Koichi ngang mat 1€n nhin Kashiwabara. “Chu con choii
golf khong?”

“Choi golf? Khong, téi bd r'oi. Tai dau leng, ma ciing tai khong cé tién.”



“Vay a? H6i d6 thi chd ghién choi golf 14m, ding khong? H6i xay ra 4n
mang ay.”

“Um, t6i c6 choi, khdong d&€n mirc ghién.”

“Ch4u lai twdng chd thich choi golf 1dm. P&n mikc hé c6 thoi gian chi
lai 1am d6ng tac vung gdy. Pém dn mang, tr ctra SO phong minh, chdu nhin
tha’y chu, diéu tra vién dau tién d&n hién trrong, cdm cdi 6 den quét 1én gia
lam gly danh golf.”

Kashiwabara cwoi geong, ngoanh mat sang bén, “Vay w...”

“Vi chi cam nguoc 6, nén thinh thodng phian can quét xudng dat, tao ra
ra't nhiéu vét xwdc manh.” Hit mot hoi that sau, Koichi néi not. “Gidng céi
0 nhya ban nay.”

Kashiwabara quay mit lai nhin Koichi, nu cudi chura tit nhung mét 16e
1én anh sang d'on ép va nghiém nghi, “Y chau la sao?”

“Chdau nghi ki r6i. Néu 1o chirng cia Masayuki 1a that, thi chi ngwoi
dén sau 6ng ta m&i x6a dwore dd'u vén tay trén cdi 6 nam lai hién treong.
Chung chéu veé nha ding lic Masayuki roi di, nén chang con ai khac tiép
cén cdi 6 dworce ca, trie mot loai ngwoi.”

Kashiwabara nhin ldng di, nu cwdi trén moi van nguyén ven. Ong hit mot
hoi thét sdu, “Mot loai ngwei? Y chau la canh sat?”

“Hung th pham sai TAm qué so’ dang. Quén 6 & hién trrong 1a mot thi€u
s6t khong tha thir dwore, chwa k€ trén d6 con da'u van tay. Hung thu bén
nghi, nhan dwgc bdo an la phai d&€n hién treong truede ta't ca, mau chong
x6a dd'u van tay. Vi troii van mwa, hung thd phai che 6, Tan nay 1a 6 khac,
mau den. Sau khi qua mat ma’y dra tré nha nan nhan d€’ xéa da'u van tay
trén cai 6 & hién treong, han ra khoi nha d€ chor @ong nghiép. Lic nay,
hung thu lai mac mot sai [Am nwra, khi d€ con trai nan nhan bat gdp minh
dung cdi 6 gia vor danh golf. Chac han khéng ngo' mwoi bon ndm sau, tdi ac
ctia minh lai bai 16 vi hanh ddng nay. C6 1€ né da tr¢ thanh thoéi quen cua
hdan.” Koichi nhin Kashiwabara cham cham, miéng kho khd'c.

Kashiwabara cham chdm quay mat sang phia Koichi. Nu cwoi trén moi
da tat. Nét mat khong pha chut tiee gidn hay thit dich nao. “Sao ban nay
chau khong néi voi Hagimura?”



“Vi chau mu6n ty ki€m chirng da. Chau mudn nghe sy that. Chi hai
chung ta thoi.”

“Vay a?” Kashiwabara th¢ dai, va lai cA't buorc.

Koichi di theo, tAm tri hdn loan vi nhiéu cdm xtc phirc tap.

Trong bao nhi€u ngwoi lién quan dén vu an, day 1a ngwoi anh tin twdng
nhat. Koichi luén dinh ninh rang Kashiwabara coi ba anh em minh nhw
ngwoi than, lo nghi cho ho hon bat ki ai. Anh nguyén rua cdi thyce t€ phai
nghi ngo’ 6ng. Anh khong thda nguyén chit nao du da tim ra chan twdng
sau bao nhiéu c& gang. Tl tin ddy 1ong, anh vin mong 13 minh nham.

Hai nguoi ti€p tuc budce di, khong néi nang gi. Cudi cung, phia trede
xua't hi¢én mot cay cau bd hanh. Kashiwabara im Iim dat chan I€n bic thang.
Koichi van theo sau 6ng.

Dén gitra cau bo hanh, Kashiwabara ding lai. Ong gio hai tay 1én trov,
vrron vai sang khodi. “Khong khi Tokyo 6 nhiém qu4. Yokosuka vin hon.”

“Chud Kashiwabara.” Koichi n6i. “Chu 1a hung thu, ding khong? Chu da
gi€t bd" me chung chédu, dung khong?”

Kashiwabara dwa minh vao lan can, thoc tay vao tdi trong 4o vest, rit bao
thud'c ra, ngdm mot di€u. Ong cham thudc bang bat Itra ding mot [an, gid
thdi manh nén mai vin khong chAm dwoc. Bat ma’y TAn md&i chAm xong,
ong vura hit vira nhin Koichi.

“Trwdee khi tra 101, t6i ¢6 mot chuyén mudn hoi.”

“Chuyén gi?”

“Chiéc dong h'd, hop keo, tén trom dot nhip ctra hang DVD rdi danh cép
chi&t xe tai nhd va bd lai bén bo’ bi€n.” Kashiwabara chi ngén tay dang kep
di€u thud'c vé phia Koichi. “Tat ca déu do may anh em chau dan dyng,
dung khong?”

Koichi im 1dng. Khong pht nhan dong nghia v&i thira nhén.
Kashiwabara gt gu.

“Qua nhién... Sau khi canh sat tinh 18y dau van tay ciia Masayuki, toi
dwa anh ta V€ lai quén dn. Lic &Y, toi hdi liéu anh ta ¢6 cham vao thir gi
ki€u nhw dong h'6 khong, gan day cling dwoc, khong phdi muwoi bon nam
triedre. Masayuki bén néi, & bai @6 xe Hiroo, anh ta tirng nhit dwgc mot thir
na nd, chi khac 1a mét sau né dan cdi gi twra tira tem nhan. T6i doan dwoc



ngay 1a c6 ngwoi dang cd gai bAy Masayuki, va mau chéng loc ra ngwoti c6
dong co. Tiép theo, tdi nh¢ lai chdu tirng yéu cau xem danh sach nhirng
ngwoi gidng birc phac hoa chan dung.”

Kashiwabara thong tha hiit thudc.

“C6 th€ Taisuke da bit gip Masayuki & dau d6, va nhan ra anh ta chinh
la ngwoi dan 6ng nam xwa. Chdu bén tim dén t6i d€ xac minh xem liéu
canh sat da di€u tra Masayuki hay chwa, nhwng lai khdng 18y dwo'c danh
sach nhw dy doan, nén chau méi dung dén bién phap nay. Chau muén nguy
tao bang chirng d€ canh sat nghi ngo Masayuki.”

Koichi dirng dwa vao lan can d6i dién, mat d6i mat voi Kashiwabara,
“Hung tht dich thire hin phai bdi rdi 14m nhi, khi lién tuc xud't hién bang
ching chi ra hung thi 1a mot ké khac.”

“Kha an twong da’y. Ca vu chiéc xe bj ddnh cép, hay chiéc thuyén bj 1at
déu khong so’ hé chit nao. Kich ban do chau nghi ra a?”

“bung...”

“Cong nhan I4n nwtra, kha an twong! Nhwng t6i khong hi€u tai sao chau
lai chon cach long vong nhw thé”? Chi can bdo canh sat 1a Taisuke da phat
hién ra ngwoi dan 6ng né nhin thay trong d¢m an mang la xong ma?”

“Chting chdu c6 1y do riéng. Ma ciin ban 13, khong 1am d&n mic d6, chic
gi canh sat chiu vao cudc.”

Kashiwabara cudi khiing khuc, “Pung, canh sit da phai vao cudc. Bi dit
mui thi dung hon.”

“Viy sao? Nhung chii thi khong hé bj dit mili, ding ch? Vi chd biét
Masayuki khéng phai hung tha.” C6 kim con kich déng, Koichi néi. “Gio
chi trd 1o clu hoi lic ndy dwgre chwa? Ké da giét b6 me chau..”

Anh ngirng gita chirng vi ¢6 tiéng chan bude 1én cau bd hanh. Chang
may chdc, mot phu nit dit theo hai dira con nhd xua't hién trén cau. C4 hai
déu 1a con trai. Ptra I&n tAm muwdi tudi, dang nhic nhé dira nhd dirng ham
choi, tip trung ma di, dirng tat ngang ré& doc. Ngwdi phu nit, chic 12 me
chiing né, dit hai dira di qua gitra Koichi va Kashiwabara, roi xudng cau
thang bén kia.

Kashiwabara doi theo ho, “Giong anh em chau h'6i nho ghé.”

“Chdu 1o'n hon thé nhiéu.”



“Cé 18.” Kashiwabara gidm tét di¢u thudc va nhét dau loc vao tdi quan.
Sau d6, 6ng lai nhin vé hwedng ba me con no vwra di qua. “Ma sao cling
dwore. Chd mau tra 1o di. Chd ¢6 phai hung tht khéng?”

Kashiwabara nhin Koichi, vé mat hién tt bi€t bao. Khong hé€ b'on ch'on
hay mat tinh than, anh mat tha'u sud't nhw the’ da lwong trede ta't ca.

“T6i bi€t, ngay hom nay r'oi cling s€ t&i. T mwoi bon ndm truede, vao
cai dém gap cac chdu I'an dau, t6i da c¢6 linh cam, mot ngay nao dé minh s¢
bi nhirng dira tré nay don vao dwong cuing.”

Pay r6 rang 1a loi thi nhan. Toan than Koichi néng ran ran, day long anh
lai lanh nhw bang.

“Tai sao vay, chu Kashiwabara? Tai sao chu lai gi€t b6’ me chau?” Anh
hdi. Thay vi cdm gién, anh chi thd’y dau don. Du tinh hinh da thé nay, anh
van goi Kashiwabara 1a chii.

Kashiwabara thé dai thueon thwot, “Chang c¢é 1y do sau xa nao ca. Chi tai
toi 1a ké xau. T6i doc ac, y&u long, nén mdi giy ra nghiép chuwong.”

“Ly do nhu th€’, 1am sao chdu cha’p nhin dugc?! R6t cudc, gi€t b6 me
chdu thi ¢6 lgi gi chit? Chd ndéi thét di!” Nwdc mat tran mi, du Koichi da ¢6
kim nén.

Kashiwabara lai dwa vao lan can, nhin Koichi cham chdm v&i anh mét
khong thay doi, “Vi tién.”

“Vi tién?”

“Pung vay, chi vi tién. T61 hom d6, b6 chdu c6 2 triéu yén.”

“Sao bd chdu lai c6 s6 tién 1o'n nhw thé”

“Tién tra no’ ghi do, do b chau xoay xda khip noi. No thi hon 5 triéu
yén 14an. B& chdau khdng bié€t lam sao, nén da trao doi vi toi. Binh thwong
to6i hay n6i minh ¢6 quen dam xa hdi den, nén chac anh ta nghi tdi c6 the
gidp duwge. Va toi bao, ‘Pugc roi, cir d€'tdi thu x&€p, anh dwa 2 triéu yén toi
gitr cho.” Va dém do6 t6i dén 18y s6 tién.”

“Nhung chi khong dinh thwong lwong véoi ghi @9, ma ngay twe dau chi
mudn cudp sO tién, ding khong?” Koichi bi€t, mit minh dang rd't méo mo.
“Bang cich gi€t bo chau va vgr dng ay.”

Dén gio vé mat Kashiwabara méi hoi thay d6i. Ong nhiu may, né mét
nu cwoi dau kho.



“Khong hé. Toéi d€ nghi bd chdu cho muon s6 tién nay. Bu lai, toi sé
khi€n ghi dd bi tri€t pha. B6" chdu khong dong y, bao 1a l1am th€’ s€ bj ghi do
tra thu. Cudi cung, ar}h ta nGi dién, ming toi 1a ¢6 Itra ddo, ching tdi cai
va...” Kashiwabara léici dau. “Tho1, khong bao bié{l nwra. To1 dgl dam bd’
chau. V1 t6i can tién bang moi gid. Sau dod, vi bi bat gdp tai cho, t6i dam
luén v anh ta.”

Twng tw bat ra nhw nhat dao ddm vao ngwc Koichi. Khong chi dam,
dwong nhw né con dao khoét mau thit anh tw trong ra ngoai. Qua gidy phut
cd ging khong d€ ban than suy sup, Koichi tha’y 1ong tran diy phin nd. Nbi
han thi cudn trao tir khip cdc vét nitt trén trai tim tan nat cda anh.

“Khong the tha thie! That khé chdp nhan! Vi tién... Chi vi tién ma O6ng
gi€t bd" me td1i, sao lai ghé tdém dén thé!”

Koichi siét chit nim d&'m, dinh nhay x& t&i thi Kashiwabara gio’ tay
ngdn lai.

“Chau dwng lai gan. S€ gy hi€u nhdm da’y!”

“Ong dang néi cdi qudi gi viy?”

“T6i biét, dang 1€ t6i phai lam diéu nay s'm hon. Ngay dém d6, hodc
vao cdi ngay con trai tdi roi bd thé” gian... R6t cudc, tdi sdng tdi tAn hdm
nay d€lam gi nhi?!” Dt 101, Kashiwabara 1ién xoay lwng lai, tréo qua lan
can.

Koichi nin thé, cAm lang, bat dong.

Kashiwabara nhin Koichi, “Nhat dinh, ding bién thanh ké nhw t6i!” Va
ong bi€n ma't bén kia lan can.

Ti€ng dong khi vat ndng ti€p dat...

Ti€ng phanh gap...

Ti€ng va cham manh...

Ti€ng la tha't thanh...

Ti€ng chwi rua...

Ta't ca déu lot vao tai Koichi.

Nhung anh van dirng chét 1dng. Gid tdp vao ngudi tirng h'oi, lanh cong.



Maii ba ngay sau khi Kashiwabara tw t&¢r, Hagimura m&i lién lac voi Koichi.
Ho hen gap tai sanh cho ctia mét khach san & Hakozaki.

“Xin 16i vi goi cho c4u mudn qué.” Hagimura giai thich. “Diéu tra bd
sung h'0 so’ vu dn cling mat thoi gian, roi truyén thong baa vay, ra't kho
xoay Xo.”

“Tinh hinham 1 the’, em cling dodn dworc la cac anh s€ va't va.”

Hung thu gi€t nguoi cuedp cla ty t ngay treede khi thoi hiéu két thic.
Chuwa k& hung thu con 1a thanh phan nong cdt phd an, tat nhién truyén
thong sé ddy séng. Tuy nhién chi ti€t vu viéc van chwa dwoc cong bd'.

“Nghe n6i Kawashibara d€ lai thw ty thd.” Koichi mu6n xac nhan lai
thong tin trén bao chi.

“Kawashibara goi v€ van phong ding hom &, dan 12y bi thw trong ngan
kéo duwdi cung ra, dwa cho tredng phong. Pong chi nghe mdy khdng hi€u
dau cta tai nheo thé nao nén da giang hdi cé chuyén gi, nhung anh &Yy cip
mdy ludn.” Hagimura nhin Koichi. “Chéc 1a goi ding ldc di cling cdu.”

“Em nh¢. Truede khi néi chuyén véi em, Kawashibara via di vira goi
dién, khong ngo lai 1a chuyén nay.”

“Trong bi thw 12 17 thd tdi ctia anh &y. Chic da viét tr kha 1au roi. Thu
c6 doan ‘Khi moi ngwoi doc thw nay, ¢6 1€ tdi khong con trén doi nira,” cho
nén cling coi nhw thw tuyét ménh.”

Nho 14 the ma Koichi khong bi tinh nghi sat hai Kashiwabara, s vu két
thiic & ddy. Ta't nhién, ngay sau khi dng nhdy cAu, anh van bj canh sit thim
van kha lau.

“Chiing toi da tim tha’y dd'u van tay clia anh 4%y trén cdi 6 13’y & chd
Masayuki. Vu Ariake vy 1a khép lai, ngay triedre khi thoi hiéu chdm dut.
Tuy nhién, nghi pham da chét.”

“Anh cho em xem thw dugrc khong?”

“T61 da ndi trén dién thoai roi, ra't ti€c, khong cho xem dwgc. Bu lai, toi
c6 the giai ddp thac méic cta ciu. Ciu mudn biét gi?”

“Em mudn bi€t dong co’ cia Kashiwabara.”

“Cau biét r'oi con gi? Noi dung tw thd na na nhw anh &y néi voi cu
thoi.”



“Em van khong tiéu héa ndi ly do giét ngwdi vi tién. Em khong ddm noi
minh hi€u rd con ngwoi &y, nhwng nhin thé nao cling khéng phai loai ngwoi
nhu vdy...” Koichi gai tai.

Hagimura nhap mdt ngum ca phé va budng ti€ng thé dai nang né€, “Vi
con trai anh &y.”

“Gi co'?”

“T6i da dén gip vo cili ctia anh &y d€ hoi lai tinh hinh b4’y gio’. Chang la,
hai ngu¢i ¢6 mot dira con méc bénh bam sinh, phai phau thuit mdi khdi,
ma phau thuat thi ¢an chi phi Ion. Chi &y da khéc 16¢ vai chong cti. Ch'ong
cli bdo s€ tim cach, va thyc sy, ma’y ngay sau Kashiwabara chuyén khoan 2
triéu yén.” Hagimura g4t dau nhin Koichi. “Thong sudt chwa?”
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Koichi cdn moi. Cam gidc bi bach khong chiu noi cang lic cang phinh to.
Néu ly do la ng’ nén vi co bac, gdi gu gi d6, ¢6 khi con dé chiu hon, anh
dang mudn cam tht hung thu ma.

“Nghe bao dira con chét r'6i.”

“Piing. Phiu thuat xong van khong qua khoi.” Hagimura néi tiép. “Cé 1&
la qua bdo.”

Koichi nhiu may trirng mét nhin Hagimura, “Anh dirng néi vay.”

Hagimura 14p ttc xin 18i, ¢6 1€ nhin ra minh hoi thi€u t& nhi. “Ban than
to1 cing day mau thuan. Trong vu Ariake, xwa nay anh &'y di€u tra nhiét
tinh hon ai hét, d&n mirc bi coi l1a cd chap. Gio nghi lai chi 1a xoay x& moi
cach d€ che gid'u t0i 4c cia minh thdi. Anh &y mudn tim bang dwoc nguoi
dan 6ng ma Taisuke da bat gdp, mudn tim ra trwdc tdt cd moi ngwoi vi cho
rang c6 thé ngwoi nay bi€t gi d6. Mat khac, anh &Yy td ra phan doi viéc diéu
tra cai 6 nhya, bdo rang theo dudi mot cai 6 chi t6n cong vo6 ich. Hoa ra,
di€u tra cdi 6 m&i 1a mdi de doa chi t& voi anh 2y.”

“Ca viéc gitr lién lac v&i bon em ciing 1a cing muc dich chang?” Koichi
ndi. “Phai chang 1a do canh gidc, so bon em nh¢ ra, hay phat hién diéu gi.”

“C4i nay thi... T6i nghi anh 4%y that 1ong lo ling cho céc ciu.”

“Giét bd me nguoi ta roi quay ra lo lang?”

“Vi mudn chudc tdi chiang... Ma cling khong phéi. C6 1€ bén trong anh
4y c6 hai nhan cach. Mot nhan cdch giét nguoi vi con minh, mot nhan cach
thwong cam cho s6 phan nhirng dira con cdi ciia ngwoi bi giét. Ma... du



sao cling chi 1a suy doan bdc phat cua toi thdi.” Hagimura gai dau va nhin
Koichi. “Nhan tién, trong bi thu con mot 14 thw nwra, thd nhan mot tdi
khéc.”

“Tdi khac? Téi gi co?”

“Vé& chiéc dong h'6 va hop keo, DVD trén chiéc xe bi ddnh cép, chiéc
thuyén bj 14t, ca di thw tim tha’y trén bo cdt. TA't cd déu do anh Ay sip dit.”

Koichi nudt nwde bot, “Khong thé nao...”

“Anh &y cho bi€t, mudn ciu gio’ d€ cho thoi hiéu két thiic, nén hwdong
muc tiéu di€u tra vé phia Masayuki. Vi gid'y va loai muc vi€t trong thw nay
khac 14 thw tw thd vE vu Ariake, nén canh sat nhan dinh anh 8y vi€t vao
thoi di€m khac, ¢6 1€ 1a gan day thoi.”

Koichi chdp méit, udng mot ngum nwée, tAm tri chim trong nhiéu cadm
xudc phtrc tap, “Canh sat dinh x& 1y thé nao a?”

“Cé vai di€ém khong thuyét phuc cho 1dm, nhung c6 1& canh sit sé khong
c6 dong thdi gi dau. Gio ai cling mudn nhanh chéng khép lai vu Ariake cho
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roi.

Trudc 4nh mét soi méi ctia Hagimura, Koichi ciii gdim mit. Anh khong
hi€u tai sao Kashiwabara lai vi€t thw d6. Tuy nhién, sw that la anh em
Koichi khong hé bi nghi ngo’ vé hanh vi nguy tao bang chirng.

“Céau con cau héi nao khong?” Hagimura hoi.

“Khéng a. Gio’ em khong nghi dwore gi cd.”

“U, toi cling c6 chuyén mudn hoi ciu, nhung xem ching khong phai van
deé 1o'm, nén thoi, bd qua di.” Hagimura ¢Am bién lai 1én. “Tat ca k&t thic tai
day, dwoc chir?”

Koichi git d4u, trong 1ong vin khong chic chén, lidu két thic nhuw vay c6
on khong?

Nghe xong dau dudi cau chuyén, Taisuke va Shizuna chi im ldng. Hai anh
em van chia nhau hai céi giwong nhw moi khi. Taisuke ng'di x&p bang,
Shizuna nam dai ra.



“Chan twdng vu 4n chi c6 vAy. N6i thit, t¢i gio anh van chwra hét bang
hoang. Nhung du sao, moi chuyén déu da két thic.” Koichi nhin xu6ng hai
em. “Hai dra n6i gi di chiz.”

Taisuke nhdn nhé. Shizuna ciing khong dong day.

Koichi gai dau, “Hai dra lai c6 y kién gi voi anh a?”

Cudi cung Taisuke ca't ti€ng, “C6 y ki€n gi voi anh dau.”

“Chir sao khong dira nao néi gi hét?”

“V1 khong 6 gi d€ndi. C6 the thinh thodng anh van gdp Ong ta, nhung
ndi thang ra, em con chang nhé 6ng canh sat nao tén la Kashiwabara nitra
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co.

“Hay hai dira dang cdu vi anh thi thodng van gdp ma khong nhén ra l1a
hung tha?”

“Pau cé! Em da bao khong phan nan gi hét ma! Em chi dang h'6i twdng
qud trinh lao tdm khd tit vira qua thoi. Cir nghi chiing ta cim d4u thd mo6i
bat bong, em lai chan nan, thd'y minh nhw @6 ngd'c vay.”

“Lam gi c¢6 chuyén hoan toan khong lién quan. Chiing ta da ra't cd géng,
ma&i khi€n Masayuki néi ra chuyén nay day thoi.”

“Nho ¢6 Yukinari nén Masayuki m@i néi. Con Yukinari 1a do phai long
Shi, nén mé&i gidp ching ta. N&u hin khong phai long Shi thi da...”

Mot cdi g6 bay vao dau Taisuke. TA't nhién, nguoi ném chiéc gdi chinh
la Shizuna.

“May lam gi vay?!”

“Anh ddYy, doeng néi lung tung!”

“Tao chi néi sy that chir lung tung cdi gi?! Sao may lai n6i khung?!”

“Thai di! Lim chuyén!” Shizuna dirng day khéi givong, 187y tii xdch d&
bén canh roi di thang ra ctra.

“Em dinh di dau?” Koichi hai.

“Em vé day.”

“Em hai long v&i k&t qua nay r'oi a?”

Shizuna ngirng x4 giay, ngodi lai, “B& me minh bj gi€t hai thi sao ma hai
long dwore. Nhweng chiing ta bi€t 1am gi hon? Pa khong thay doi dwoc, chi



con cich quén di. DU biét 1a ra't kho...” Khé vay tay v&i vé mit bue boi, ¢
mo ctra di ra.

Koichi nhin 1én tran nha, thd mét hoi that dai.

“Tw gio’ ching ta lam gi, anh hai?” Taisuke hoi.

“Lam gi la sao?”

“Chung ta sOng ti€p the'nao? Anh c6 néi day la phi vu cudi cung, sau
nay khong Iwa gat ai ntra.”

Koichi git dau, “Dy dinh d6 khong thay doi. Tw gio, ching ta s€ ngang
cao dau ma sdng.”

“Anh hai, nhw vdy van khong on.”

“Co6 gi khdong on?”

“Khi nghe chan twéng vu an, em da nghi, Kashiwabara da giét bd me
ching ta vi tién. Du 140 hanh ddng vi con trai, em ciing khdng tha thir
dwoc. Dong tién khong chinh déng, nén m&i khong ciru dwore thing con.
Muwu cdu hanh phiic bang tién cwdp dwgrc cia ngwoi khéac chi la thie hanh
phic gia tao.”

“Taisuke... May...”

“Em s€ ra d4u thd, trd gia cho nhitng 16i TAm da pham, va 1am lai cudc
doi. Néu khong, em sé€ dy ndy dé€n chét.” Taisuke né mot nu cwoi nhe
nhom. “Khong sao dau, em con tré ma!”

Koichi ba't gidc nhan mat. D€ di dén quyét dinh nay, hin Taisuke phai
dau tranh ra't nhiéu. C6 1€ cdu da tru tinh ra't lau ch khong phai suy nght
bdc phat. Koichi ty nguyén rda minh v6 tdm vi da khong nhan ra em trai
kho' sé thé nao.

“Anh hi€u r'6i. Anh s€ di cuing may.”

“Khong dwgc! Minh em ty thd 1a da. Nhirng ngwoi bi hai ¢ biét mat anh
dau.”

“Van d€ khong phai & d6, may nghi néi vdy anh s€ nghe a? May nghi
anh 1a loai ngwoi gi?”

Taisuke cin chit moi.

“Tuy nhién,” Koichi néi ti€p. “Néu cd hai cing di dau thd, thi vin con
mot van dé nwra.”

N



“Um.” Taisuke git dau. “Ching ta phai bdo vé& Shi. Vi s& phan ching ta
gin k&t v&i nhau.”

“Pung vay.” Koichi dap.

Ng'6i bén chi€c ban trai khan m&i tinh, Yukinari can than ki€m tra lai cau
ct trén thiép moi d€ givi di trong hom nay. Sip d&n ngay khai trirong
Togami-tei Azabu Juban roi.

Sau khi chic chin khong c6 sai s6t nao vé ciu chit, anh yén tim thé
phao. Pung lic nay, mot phuc vu ¢t ti€ng goi, “Quan ly o, anh c¢6 khach
a, anh &y gidi thiéu la Ariake.”

Yukinari voi vang ding 1€n, “Pwa anh &y vao.”

Ngay sau d6, Ariake Koichi trong bd do 1ién quan bwdc vao va git dau
chao Yukinari.

“Han hanh dwoe don ti€p. Mo anh ng'6i.” Yukinari chia tay moi Koichi
ngoi xudng ghé&” ddi dién voi minh. “Anh mudn udng gi? Ca phé? Hay
tra?”

“T61 khong udng dau. Toéi dén vi ¢6 chuyén quan trong can noéi.” Koichi
m¢ 1o kha nghiém nghj.

“Con quan trong hon cé chuyén Tan trede w?”

“Xét vé khia canh nao d6, c6 th€ cho 1a nhw vay.” Anh mét Koichi ciing
nghi€ém nghi.

“Anh doii mot 14t.” N6i doan, Yukinari di ra phia ctra, ddn cau phuc vu
dang quét don. “Tam thoi dwng d€ ai vao day nhé.”

Phuc vu dédp vang, Yukinari quay tr¢ lai ban.

“Tw hom cd Shizuna k€ v&i toi sy that kinh thién dong dia &y, dén gio
to1 m&i lai ti€p khach mot cach bi mat thé nay. C6 cam giac chuyén hom
nay ciing khdng hay ho cho 1dm.” Biéu chinh lai vé mit cho nghiém tic
hon, Yukinari hoi. “R6t cudc anh mudn néi gi?”

Koichi ng6i thzamg lung 1&n, “Chéc canh sit da cho anh biét, Shizuna
gidng nhw em géi chiing toi vay. Trwdc hét, c6 mot viéc ma tdi phai xin 16i.



Ban d4u n6 ti€p can anh khong phai vi vu an. Muc ti€u cia ching toi von
di chinh la anh.”

“H4?” Yukinari hd h6'c miéng. “Anh néi gi co?”

“Chung t6i dinh lwra tién anh. Anh giau ¢4, nén m¢&i thanh muc tiéu cia
chung t6i...” Koichi thé dai thwon thwot. “N6i ndm na, chidng t6i 1a nhirng
ké Itra ddo, hon ntra, con 1a lira ddo chuyén nghiép.”

“Ltra ddo...?” Yukinari thdt ra ma mat mdt lic van chwa nhan thirc dwoc
y nghia cua n6.

Trong ldc anh con strng so’, Koichi da tuan ty k€ lai nhirng viéc ho da
lam, nhirng viéc ho dinh lam v&i Yukinari. Cau chuyén giéng nhw dong
nuwdc chay ra te miéng chai, lién tuc khong nging nghi. Tham chi khong c6
co hdi cho Yukinari ngét 1oi. Tuy nhién, d@&n khi c¢6 co hdi, anh vin im
ldng. Anh ngac nhién dén ndi khong tho't nén 1. Anh chi ng'di nghe ciu
chuyén kho tin nay.

“Tém lai, chiing t6i d€u la toi pham. Chiing tdi khdng c6 tw cach ngang
cao dau ma sdng.” K& xong, Koichi 16 vé kho sd.

Yukinari siét chit nim tay, 1ong ban tay wét nhep m'6 hoi. Anh nudt
nuwdc bot mot cach kho khan, hit sdu mot hoi va map may ddi moi khd
khdoc.

“Nhirng gi anh vira k&€ déu 1a s that?” Anh hdi bang giong y&u 6t.

“Pung vay. To6i cling mudn n6i khong phai, nhwng ta't ca déu la that.”
Koichi cui gam mat.

Yukinari dwa tay 1én tran. Con dau dau am i kéo dén theo twng nhip tim
cua anh.

“Troi a! Khong tin dwoe! Tai sao céc anh...”

“P€ sdng. Ching tdi da nghi, véi nhirng ngwoi khong noi nwong twa,
khong chiit quyén Iyc gi nhw minh, chiing t6i budc phai khong tw thd doan
nao, m&i sdng sot dwge trén thé” gian nay. Hon nira, nghe ¢6 vé nhw nguy
bién, nhwng td6i muén nhan trach nhiém vé minh. Trach nhi€ém ctia médt
nguwdi anh. TAt nhién, gio t6i nhan ra minh di mic mot sai TAm khing
khi€p. Du v&i bat ki 1y do gi, dang 1€ t6i khong dwore day cdc em minh vao
con dwong pham t0i. La anh ca, tdi phai cé trach nhiém ngén can ching,
nhwng t6i lai pham sai Tam mot cach tram trong.” Koichi n6i mét hoi nhw



mudn trit hét tam tw d& nén trong 1ong bay 1au, giong didu gay git nhw
chinh sw ph?ln nd cta anh d61 voi ban than minh.

“T6i hi€u anh rd't an nédn... Van dé 1a, tai sao lai di k€ v&i t6i?”

Koichi nhin thfmg vao mét Yukinari, “Ching toi 12 t6i pham. Nén tdi va
em trai dinh ra dau thi. Riéng Shizuna, t6i mudn ctru né. N6 con it tudi,
tham gia cung ching t6i chi vi ham vui. Nhwng n€u bi€t hai anh em t6i tw
thid, chic chin né sé doi di theo.”

Yukinari chép mét, “Nguwdi nhur ¢d A%y thi c6 the' 1im.”

“Chung toi khong the€’ d€ diéu nay xay ra. T6i va em trai da thé sé khong
da dong dén nd, ma khai rang mdi phi vu ching t6i thué mot cd gai phdi
hop v&i minh. Thanh ra, néu né tw d&€n d6n canh sat thi moi sy cong coc.”

“Anh no6i th&’, t6i bi€t the’, chir cling khong biét minh nén lam gi...”

Koichi dirng day khai gh&’, quy xuéng dap dau, “B&i vy hom nay toi
dén day nho anh, ding d€ né 1am chuyén ngu ngé'c. N6 da trét phai long
anh. N&u anh chiu thuy&t phuc, chic chén né sé nghe.”

“Co ay phai long t6i? Khong c6 dau.”

“Chung t61 than thi€t bao nhi€u nam nay, khong sai dwgrc. Em trai to1
cling nghi vay. Khong phai td6i dé nghi anh cwdi né lam vo hay gi ca. Chi
mong anh ding ra thuy€&t phuc né. Tram sy nho anh!” Koichi lién tuc dap
dau.

Yukinari ling ting. Chwa hét bang hoang vi chan twdng lira ddo cuia anh
em nha Ariake va Shizuna, lai b6i h'6i vi bi€t Shizuna yéu minh. Giwa
nhitng dong cdm xdc 14n 19n, anh ¢ nghi xem minh nén lam gi bay gio?

Nhin Koichi van dap d4u lia lia, cudi ciing Yukinari ciing binh tinh hon.
Nguwdong md biét bao, tuy khong cuing huy&t thdng, ho van yéu thwong
nhau siu sdc va gin két bén chit nhwong nay. P&i véi Yukinari, Shizuna
quy gia vo cung. Cho nén, anh em Ariake ma c6 &y yéu thwong ciing dang
quy v&i anh.

“Anh ngang mat Ién di!” Yukinari ndi.

Koichi ngang 1én, “Xin anh hay chap nhan loi thinh cau cda t6i.”
“DPuworc thoéi.” Yukinari git dau. “Tuy nhi€n, to1 ¢6 mot dréu kién.”

“Préu kién gi?”



“To6i mudn anh ban cho td6i mot thir.” Yukinari n& nu cwoi.

Ti€ng chudng ctra vang 1én khi€n Hisanobu Takayama tinh gidc. Anh nhin
qua mit meéo, dodn 13 buu pham giri d&n. Bén ngoai la thanh nién miic bo
vest ma anh tirng gip. Khong ma't nhi€u thoi gian d€ nhé tén ciu ta.
Komiya Yasushi, nhin vién Ngan hang Sankyo ma Minamida Shiho ting
gidi thiéu véi nah.

Takayama m¢ cira.

“That xin 10i vi 1am phién lic anh nghi ngoi.” Thanh nién cdi chao.

Phia sau anh ta con m6t ngwoi dan 6ng anh chwa gép bao gio. “Cé
chuyén gi ha?” Takayama hoi mot cach canh giac. “Anh con nhé truede day
anh da ki hop dong trdi phi€u ménh gia d6-la My cia cong ty Tai chinh
Chau Au chw?”

“T6i nhé, nheng ma sao?”

Yasushi cui dau that thap voi thai do dy ndy, “Hién tai, tinh hinh cong ty
Tai chinh Chau Au ra't kho khan. Cir da nay, chién lwgc trdi phi€u bang
dong do-la My s€ c6 nguy co’ phd san.”

“Gi cor?” Takayama ba't ngo’ t&'i mirc suyt nira thi khong dirng virng.
“Cau ndi chuyén ngd ngan gi vay?! C4u da cam doan la khong sao co' ma?!
Con tién cua t6i?”

“That ngai qud! Ching t6i xin dwoee trd lai s§ tién ciia quy khich. Ching
to1 c6 mang ti€én mdt d€n day. Néu anh dong y, chung to1 xin dugrce ti€n
hanh thu tyc thanh 1y hop d6ng ngay tai day.”

Nhin vao phong bi day cdm ma Yasushi dwa, Takayama nin thé. Bén
trong ddy & to mwoi nghin yén.

Takayama khuyu g6i xudng san, thi'm nuéc bot vao dau ngén tay va
d&m. Ta't ca 1a hai tram to'.

“S& tién ki gwi cha toi chi ¢6 1,5 triéu yén thoi...”

Yasushi git dau, “Shiho goi dién nho tdi giri chuyén 500 nghin tién dau
tw cia cd &y cho anh luén. Nghe néi ¢6 &y ting vay tién anh.”

“A... Pung réi.”



“Né&u khong con gi thic méc, xin anh ki va déng da'u vao day gidp t6i.”
Yasushi 13y gidy to ra.

Gidy to ghi toan nhirng con chtr kho hi€u. Takayama ngo’ ngac ki va
déng dau theo 101 Yasushi. Xong xu6i, hai nhan vién ngan hang lién ra vé
v&i vé man nguyén.

Takayama khéa ctra, nhin chim chdm vao phong bi dyng tién, cdm gidc
nhe cd nguoi. Anh da rd't lo cho s6 tién ki quy nay, nhwng khdng biét cach
hily hop d6ng nén ba’y nay van hoang mang.

B&i vi anh da quyét dinh s€ khong lién quan gi d&€n Minamida Shiho
nura.

Roi khéi chung cw ctia Hisanobu Takayama, Taisuke nhidn nhd, “Cudi cling
cling dwgc mot phian tw roi. Anh dinh trd hét that day a?”

“Bié&t lam sao! Anh da htra voi Yukinari, trede khi @au tha sé tra hét cho
nhtrng ai c6 the.” Koichi dap.

“Tra hét ti€n thi tdi cling c6 bi€n ma't dau.”

“May néi ding. Nhwng kha nang t6i lira dao s€ dwgec gidm xudng ¢ mirc
do trd dua qudi 4c thoi. Thoi gian ngdi ti ngén lai van hon, hoidc gidm
xudng an treo dwge thi cang t6t, khdong phai sao?”

“Um... Nhung Yukinari cho ching ta mwon s§ tién 1on thé?!”

“Muwon dau ma muon. Tién ban hang ddy.”

“Béan hang? Ban céai gi?”

“May sé bi€t ngay thdi. Ma anh dinh mot lic nao d6 sé tra lai s6 tién nay.
Anh ta ciing th&’, mot ngay nao dé s€ can dé€n hang that.” N61 doan, Koichi
dwa mét nhin xa xim 1&n bau trov.

Trwdce khi kip nhén ra, Shizuna da thdy minh dirng tan ngan tredc quén an,
trén tay l1a tAm thiép moi. Cé6 dugc moi dén dy bira tiéc t67 mwng khai
trerong Togami-tei chi nhdnh Azabu Juban. Trén thi€p con cé dong chir vi€t



tay v&i noi dung “Co nha't dinh phai d&n d&’y nhé! T6i sé doi co bing
dwoee.” Nét buit nay chi ¢é thé€'1a cia Yukinari.

Dot nhién, canh ctra tred'c mat c6 mé ra. Shizuna ba't giac lui lai,
Yukinari trong bo vest du6i tdm xud't hién va mim cwoi nhin ¢6.

“T6i dori ¢6 mai. Cudi cung ¢6 ciing d€n. Nao, moi ¢6 vao.”

Yukinari dwa Shizuna dé€n ban bén trong. Xung quanh toan cot, c6 Tan
anh da ndi 1a thich vi tri nay nha't. Trong quan khong c6 khéach nao khéac.
Phuc vu ciing bat tim. Shizuna ngo’ ngac nhin quanh, Yukinari cwoi
nguong.

“Thiép moi cta ¢6 ghi sém hon mét ngay. That ra, ngay mai méi khai
treong.”

Shizuna ché'p mét nhin Yukinari. “Sao anh lai 1am th&?”

“T6i mudn dn mung cung cd, chi hai chiing ta théi.” Sau khi hing h'on
tuyén bd’, Yukinari lai cdi dau. “Xin 16i vi da gai biy co.”

“T6i ctr nghi minh khong con vai tro gi ¢ day nira...”

“C06 nghi the"a?”

“Khong phai sao?”

“Vay, toi mu6n hdi, cd con diéu gi can lam va&i téi khong? D61 vari ¢,
ca quang doi sau nay khong gép lai toi ntra cling khong sao a?”’

Giong Yukinari manh m€ hon han moi khi. Bi ap ddo, Shizuna chi biét
cui dau.

“Nhwng anh thi khac.” Yukinari néi. “Anh can em! Hién tai, va ca twong
lai cing the".”

Twng 1o ctia anh nhw déi thang vao géc sau bi mat trong long Shizuna.
C6 khong thd't nén lovi.

“Chung ta gan nhw chwa hi€u gi vé nhau. Anh nghi chiing ta can chia sé
v&i nhau nhi€u hon. Du anh biét khong han chi toan chuyén vui, nhung
tinh cdm anh danh cho em nha't dinh khong thay d6i.” Yukinari dwa ra mdt
chié&c hop nho. La hop nhin. “Mong em dirng tw chdi.”

Céam nhén tréi tim minh dang dap thinh thich trong ['dng nguc, Shizuna
rut ré chia tay. Van khong thd't nén 1o, ¢6 nhe nhang mé ndp hop. Chiéc
nhén vira hién ra, tim c6 dap con manh hon. C6 nhin Yukinari.



“Sao anh lai c6 cédi nay...?”

“Nhi€m vu cua anh la phai tdng né cho em ma, ding khéng?” Yukinari
cwoi diu dang. “Anh cling muén dwge gan k&t véi moi nguoi bang sgi day
cua dinh ménh.”

Shizuna cam thdy mdt thir gi v6 hinh dang nhe nhang 6m 18y minh. That
a'm ap bi€t bao, mém mai bi€t bao, va hoai niém biet bao... C6 khong thdt
nén 1o, mat ang 4ng nwoc.

Day 1a chi€c nhin Koichi da chuah bi d€ Yukinari ting cho ¢d. Chinh né.
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